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To the RicuT HONOURABLE 


E D W A R D, 


Lord Viſcount CoxN BURY, &c. 


AND 
Baron CLI TON of Leighton-Bromfwould ; 


Son and He1R-APPARENT of 


EDpWARD Earl of CLARENDON, @&c. 


My Lonxsp, 
Fe» Formerly preſented your Lord- 
SW RS ſhip with the Firſt Volume of 
this Book, and for the ſame Rea- 
SY fon I now preſent it again intire 
in all its Parts to You, becauſe. 
it was made for You, I mean, for Gen- 
tlemen of Your Noble Character; and be- 
cauſe I believe the Peruſal of it will heth 
profit and delight You : But more eſpecially, 
A 2 Mr 
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My Loxp, I make You a Preſent of it, to 
ive Your Loxpshir an Aſſurance of the 
unfeigned Deſires I have, that You ſhould. 
be Good, as well as Great, and to teſtify there- 
by to the World the great Reſpect I have for 
your Noble Family; of which your Lord- 
ſhip cannot fail to be the great Ornament, as 

* well as the Glory of Your Country, it you 
| take this Book for Your. Companion, and 
Euſebius, the noble Author of it, for your 
Guide, | 
My Lord, I had the Honour to be long 
acquainted with my Lord your Grandfather, 
and I had the Happineſs and Bleſſing to be 
bred up in the Family of Your Great-grand- 
father, of immortal Memory, I mean in the 
moſt famous Univerſity of Oxford, to which, 
after a long Night of Ignorance, in Times 
which his incomparable Pen hath deſcribed, 
he reſtored true Learning and Diſcipline, to 
the great Benefit of the Church and King- 
dom, and governed it, all the time he was 
Chancellor of it, with the Care, Affection, 
and Authority of a Father; and, My Lox, 
J verily believe, that of thoſe who were then 
Students in the Univerſity, there is not a 
Man of any Rank or Profeſſion now living, 
who doth not reverence his Memory, and 
wiſh all Happineſs to his Noble Family, 
and particularly to Your Lordſhip, who 
bear his Name, and who, we all hope, wil! 
follow his great Example, and that of _ J 
Odder 
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- other in every Reſpect as Great and Good; 
I mean the Example of your heroic other 
Great Grandfather, my Lord Carer, of 
moſt venerable and immortal Memory. 

To that End, My Lorp, this Book, 
now compleated by the Author, comes to 
wait upon You in the Fiſth Edition; which 
J mention to Your Lordſhip, to let You 
underſtand, that it muſt be a Book of 
more than common Value, which in ſo 
critical an Age hath made its Way ſo oft- 
en in its ſeveral Parts through the World 
without any other Teſtimony, or Com- 
mendation, but that of its own intrinſic 
Worth. | 

Wherefore, My Lok p, I do net deſire 
You to read it over, for that would be a 
Diſparagement to it, and all the Parts of 
itz I only defire Your Lordfhip 1 zafte 
it, to read as ſmall a Part of it as You 
pleaſe, and then to forbear reading the 
whole Collection, if You can. I dare ſay, 
My Loxp, when You have begun, You 
will no more be able not to go through 
the whole, than, if You were to read the 
beſt Dramatic Compoſure that ever w.s' 
made, You could give off at the Firſt AF, 
and not proceed to the End of the Fifth. 
It is not without Reaſon, My Lorp, that 
I liken this Book to a Play; for indeed it 
is a ſort of Drama, written in Dialogue, 
without Numbers, in which ſeveral Per- 
A 3 ſons 
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ſons under feigned Names expreſs ſeveral 
Humours, and, as it were, act ſeveral Parts; 
and as in a true Play, in which the Poet 
deſigns to profit, as much as to pleaſe, 
and to couch a noble Moral in the Plot, 
this bright and ſerious Dramatiſt in Proſe, 
the wiſe Euſebius, whoſe Piety in his Book 
is equal to his Wit, deſigns through the 
whole of it to render Virtue amiable and ve- 
nerable, and moſt becoming the Profeſſion 
and Practice of Gentlemen, and to repre- 
ſent Vice in its natural Features, as hateful 
and ridiculous, and moſt diſhonourable and 
reproachful to Gentlemen of all Ranks, de- 
ſcribing all along the Vanities and Follies, 
and Madaeſs of the World, and diſcovering 
the ſinful Arts, and Snares, and Temptations 
of it in ſuch a delightful and convincing 
manner, that it muſt be faid of every one, 
who can turn Apoſtate from Virtue, aſter 
reading this moſt excellent Volume, that his 
Deſtruction 1s of himſelf. 

| My Loxp, it is now ſome Time fince 
Your Lordſhip entered on- the Stage of the 
World, and give me leave to ſay again, 
that the Eyes of God and all good Men 
will be upon You, to obſerve how You 
will at Your Part, and whether You will 
follow the Inſtructions which the Honour- 
able Euſebius gives in the Firſt Part to 
Neander, and in the reſt to Theomachus ; or 
whether forgetting the Honour both of 


Your natural aud ſpiritual Birth, and the 
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ſacred Obligations of Your Baptiſmal Vow, 


You will let Yourſelf be carried off by the 


great Number of Atheiſts, Deiſts, Indifferents, 
and Debauchees among us, whoſe vile 
Manners and Converſation he deſcribes 
in this Golden Book. Myr Loxp, in ſuch 
an Age as this, You mult prepare Your 
* Soul againſt the Temptations of - Rceclefaſti- 
theſe Men, from which, by the e. 1. 

Grace of God, You have hitherto pre- 
ſerved, and I truſt, will always preſerve 
Yourſelf ; though they will be ſure to uſe 
all their Arts, particularly that moſt dan- 
gerous one of Flattery, to ſeduce You, and 
to aſſail Your Virtue with all their Force 
and Skill. But God, if You ſeek his Aſ- 
ſiſtance, and Your own Chriſtian Courage 
and Reſolution, will ſecure Your Lordſhip 
from them : And that You may live to be 
a bright, heroic, and ſteady Example of 
Chriſtian Piety, in a moſt wicked and de- 
generate Age, ſhall be the conſtant and 


- moſt hearty Prayer, of 


My LoxrDp, 
Your Lordſoip's 
- Moſt Obedient Servant, 


Geo. Hickes, 
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E me Leave, dean Reader, to uſber 
min the following Conferences with a 
9 Charatter of the Author. He 1s dead, 

and by confequence out of the Reach of 

= Kantty; and as the Regularity of his 

N Life gives no hold to Satire, fo the Ex- 

cellency of his Virtues raiſe him above Flattery. Ma- 

ny Reaſons perſuade me ta conceal his. Name, but 
more to publiſh his rare Merits. 

' Example has ſtrange Attractives; the May to Vir- 

nne by Precepts, as the Philofapher notes, is long, but 
by Example, ſhort and eaſy ; like the Laconic Dia- 

Ee, it expreſſes much in @ little, and drives Argu- 
ments more home than Logic or Rhetoric.. Seeing 
therefore, Gentlemen. have continually before their Eyes 

fo many Statues of Vice in all Poſtures, it is time to 

preſent them with one of Virtue, that they may be 
convinced Piety is within their Reach, as well as with- 
in their Obligation, and that they may live within the 

Circle of their Duty, without ſlepping out of the IVarld,,. 
or debarring themſelues the Freedom. of Society and 
Con verſation. 

And, indeed, the Life o“ this Gentleman is a plain 
and ſtanding Evidence, that Men transform Palaces 
into Places of Debauchery, not Palaces Men into 
Del auchees; and that Courts would be innocent, if 
Courtters cauld reſolve ts remain ſo. 
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The PREFACE. ix 
Euſebius was f a Fumily as ancient as the Con- 
queſt ; and what is particular, in all the civil Wars 
and Revolutions of State, his Anceſtors were % happy, 
as to land by their Prince, in ſpite of Faction and In- 
tereſi; nor could they ever be prevailed upon ta part 
with their Loyalty for any Proſpect of Preferment z 
they cheſe rather to fall in the Defence of Fuftace,. than 
to triumph with proſperous Uſurpers. 

Euſebius had the good Fortune to be born of a Mo- 
ther whoſe Wiſdom vied with her Piety, and both in- 
* deed were extraordinary: She trained him up from the 
== Cradle in the Duties of a Chriſtian, and, Wy ſays: 
he both loved God, and feared him, jo ſoon as he was 
able to frame a right Notion of his Perfettton 3; and 
theſe firſt Impreſſions ſunk ſo deep, that neither Age nar 

Employments were able to wear them off. 

He was ſent to the Univerſity under the Conduct of a 
* prudent Governor, who endeavoured, by Precept and 
Example, to improve in him thoſe Seeds of Virtue his 
Mather had ſowed ſo early. He applied himſelf to- 
Philsſophy with Eagerneſs and Appetite, and made a. 
Progreſs anſwerable to his Piercing Wit and aſſiducus 
Application ; yet he always looted on Learning as the 
Acceſſary, and Piety as the Principal; that, he ſaid, 
was a mere Embelliſhment, this an indiſpenſible Duty e 
So that, in Reality, this was his Buſineſs, that his 
Diverſun, 

Yet he was none of thoſe Plodders, who ſeem to 
diſband from Company, and to forſiuear Converſa- 
tion; who place Virtue in Sourneſs, and confound 
Piety with Spleen : No, he was free, eaſy, and 
chearful, and never refuſed to partake 7 thoſe Sports 
that recreate the Mind, and eaſe the Body, without 
Prejudice to Conſcience, To pawn Innocence for 
Pleaſure, ſaid he, is to. over-rate the one, and un- 
dervalue the other: To laugh whilſt we fin, is, 
in ſome ſort, to renew the barbarous Cruelty of 
A 5. Nera, 
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Nero, who played while Rome burned ; or the fooliſh 
Temerity of the Indian Philoſopher, who ſung on 
the Funeral Pile, | 

Indeed, fuch an unuſual Conduct was gazed at, in 
a Place where Youth gives more time to the Practice 
of Epicurus's Moral, than to the Study of Ariſto- 


tle's Philoſabby; or where at leaſt Learning is more 


a-la-mode than Pieiy; but this Admiration ſoon paſſed 
into Efteem, and he who at fir/t was hoked on as a 
Monſter, in Proceſs of Time was tiled an Angel. 

He left the Univerſity to viſit the Camp, and made 
ſeveral Campaigns under N. N. Neither Intereſt 
nor Ambition called him into the Field ; the only Aim 
of his Reſolution was to learn the Myfteries of Mar, 
that he might be one Day in a Capacity to ſerve his 
Prince with Honour, and his Country with Succeſs. 

7 ſeldom follows an Army; Soldiers ſeem to 
leave 
Religion, that they may fin without Check, and be damned 
without Apprehenſion. Euſebius diſapproved this ill 
Huſbandry. Our Care, ſaid he, muſt riſe with the 
Danger, and ſeeing we are not aſſured of an 
Hour, it is Madneſs to negle& our Soul one Mo- 
ment. I ſuppoſe, continued he to a Friend, when 
we put on a red Coat, we put not off Chriſtianity, 
nor receive a Commiſſion from God to live at 
Pleaſure, when we enter into the Service of our 
Prince : No, no, let us die like Men, but live like 
Chriſtians, this is the only Way to leave an honour- 
able Memory in this World, and to find a glorious 
Reception in the next. 

His Life in the Camp was anfwerable to his Prin- 
ciples; he prayed half an Hour on his Knees Mornin 
and Evening, and never omitted to be preſent at public 
Prayers, when he was not on Duty; he would never 
ſuffer either profane or obſcene Diſcourſe: For, ſaid 
he, it is hard to hear without Sin thoſe Things 

, that 
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The PREFACE: Xi 
that cannot be ſpoke without Offence ; to per- 
mit Crimes is to abet them. Men he could not 
excuſe an Officer's Fault, he _— leſſened it, and 
ſpoke ill of _ but himſelf. e compared De- 
traftors to your Italian Bravoes, who attack People 
behind, and ſtab Bodies at unawares, whil/t thoſe kill 
4 Man's Reputation. 

One Day an Officer told him, War called for Cou- 
rage, not Virtue; that Reſolution carried the Day, 
not Conſcience. 

T hat is, replied he, Ambition challenges the Time 
of War, Diverſion the Time of Peace, and Sin 
every Moment of your Life; but then who will 
claim the Moment of your Death ? God ? Alas, 
Sir, you will neither have the Time nor the Thought 

to diſpoſe of it fo advantageouſly ; as you live in 


Sin, fo in all Probability you will die in it. You 


are miſtaken, Sir, Sin enervates the Mind, not 
Piety; and could we read the Thoughts of our 
Soldiers, we ſhould find too little Conſcience drove 
more of them out of the Field at the Battle of N, 
than too much. A Man muſt be either an Atheiſt, 
or mad, to front Danger in Sin. 

Euſebius proved beyond Demonſtration that Virtue 
is no Enemy to Valour ; he breathed nothing but Sieges, 
Battles, and Expeditions ; he went to Combats with 
as compoſed a Countenance, as others march to Tri- 
umphs; and, like Hannibal, was the firſt in the 
Field, and the laſt out of it ; he generally aſked the 
moſt dangerous Poſt, and ſought Perils, as if he had 
a mind to fall, yet he always came off with Safety and 
Applauſe ; Providence ſeemed to have made him Proof 
againft Ball and Sword, and his Virtue armed him 
againſt Fear, | 

Being challenged once to a Duel, he anſwered celd- 
ly, Sir, though I fear not your Sword, I tremble. 
at my Maker's Anger; I dare venture my Life in 
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a good Cauſe, but cannot hazard my Soul in a bad 
one. I will charge up to the Cannon's Mouth, 
but want Courage to ſtorm Hell. Aud when a Friend 
told him, he muſt either fight, or forfeit his Honour : 
You are miſtaken, replied Euſebius, I will gain 
Honour by my Diſgrace, and ſhew the World I 
am no Coward, by daring Cenſure and Obloquy.. 
He is couragious and brave, who ſtands up for 
Conſcience againſt the falſe but prevailing Maxims 
of Cuſtom and Opinion; not he who betrays his 
Duty, and dreads more an imaginary Imputation 
than a real Crime. Euſebius returned from the Ar- 
my with Glory, and brought off his Piety in Triumph; 
he was received by his Maſter with open Arms, and 
advanced to an honourable Peſt ; he laboured for his 
Benefattor's Intereſt, not his own 5 and uſed to ſay, 
The Prince ſhould always carry off the Profit, and 
the Subject the Glory of doing well. | 

He could not endure to purchaſe Attendants with 
fair Promiſes, and then to reward their Eapectation 
with Diſappointment; his Intentions were as ſincere as 
his Words, and he never promfed a Favour, but he 
deſigned it; he could not endure to tantalize Preten- 
dants with gay Hopes, and in the End diſmiſs them 
with an airy Compliment. This is, h he, to ſpend. 
their Time, and drain their Purſe with inſignifi- 
eant Waiting, to tempt their Patience, and in the 
End to draw them to be your Enemies. 

Euſebius found at laf?, that Innocence is not above 
the reach of Envy, and that in Courts Virtue is often 
puniſbed, and Vice rewarded. A Club of Courtiers 
caballed againft him, and perſuaded the Prince to di/- 
card him. He bore this Diſgrace with an Evenneſs 
of Temper, that ſurprized his Enemies, and, like the 

un in an Etlipſe, all gazed on him with Admiration, 
Though he was overpowered, he could not be overcome. 
He looked brighter under a Cloud, than in the f 204 


Meridian 
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Meridian of his Grandeur, and all concluded he was 
no leſs in Misfortune, than he had been in the higheſt 
Splendyr of G lory. N ; | 

A Friend tempted him to flrike in with a Faction 
againſt his Prince; but he received the —_— with 
Iudignation and Horror, No, ſaid he, | had rather 
be wretched without a Fault, than great with a. 
Crime: Duty called me to my Maſter's Service, 
not Intereſt ; and I will rather pawn my Life, than 
forfeit my Loyalty; my high Pretenſions he in the 
other World, not in this; my Prince raiſed me 
to a conſiderable Fortune, now he thinks fit to 
diſcharge me, I will thank him for the Favour, 
and not repine at his Juſtice. I accepted the 
Station at his Command with Gratitude, and I quit 
it with Reſignation. 

He was received again into; Favour ; yet this un- 
expected Turn wrought no Alteration: in his Humour; 
he raſe with the ſame Unconcernedneſs be LW 3 he was 
above the Charms of Proſperity, and Pref againſt 
the Stroke of Adverſity ; neither gaod Fortune puffed 
him up, nor bad depreſſed him; he neuer thought 5 re- 
venging thoſe Affrants he bad received from his Rivals,, 
but uſed his Power with Moderation, and returned Ci 
unity for Unkindae(s. 

e retired at the Revolution from Buſineſs,. and gave 
bimſelf wholly to the Pradtice of Virtye ; he was ad- 
vanced in Years, and reſolved to deviate the Remainden 
of his Days to Eternity. I may die foon, faid he, 
but cannot live long; it is Prudence therefore to 
manage every Moment as the laſt, becauſe it may 
be ſo. He diſcharged his Debts immediately, ſayin 


. 


This was too preſſing and too important a Buſineſs. 
to be truſted to an Hour's Integrity, that many 
— in the next World for a Succeſſor's Neglect 
in this. | 

One that lived ſo well, could not die ill; for every. 
Man's Death is a Copy of his Life, and exadtly re- 
fembles 


xiv The PRE F ACE. 
Jembles the Original. In his laſt Sickneſs he ſhewed 
all the Bravery of a Soldier, and all the Piety of a 
Chriſtian ; he bore the Dolours of his Diſtemper not 
only with Patience, but Tranſport, and laoted Death 
in the Face with the ſame Undauntedneſs he often be- 
held the Enemy in Battle. Sir, ſaid he to his Nephew 
landing, remember 7 oe are born to the ſame Fate, 
you may read your Deſtiny in mine ; you will once 
be in the ſame Circumſtances you ſee me; you 
know not when you muſt take the laſt Farewel 
of Life; Death ſteals upon us like a Thief, and 
ſtrikes without Noiſe, without Warning. Seein 
therefore you are never ſecure, be always 8 
leave nothing to Chance or Hazard; a Surprize 
is poſſible, and, what is worſe, irreparable. Never 
pretend to ſhew your Wit by diſputing Principles, 
nor think you own your Reaſon moſt, when you 
leaſt own your Faith; this is to place Wit, and 
Folly, and Reaſon in Impiety. Practiſe Virtue, 
this is your only Buſineſs, it will make you con- 
tent in this World, and open a fair Proſpect of Fe- 
licity to the next. ' 
is Words ſeemed tipped with Fire, they pierced the 

Hearts of all that were preſent, and warmed their 
Aﬀettions ; whilft all mourned, he alone was joyful. In 
fine, recommending his Soul to the Mercy of his Re- 
deemer, he gently expired, leaving behind a Pattern for 
Gentlemens Imitation. Thus died Euſebius, a Scho- 
lar, Soldier and Courtier, and in all theſe States a Saint. 

Let Gentlemen learn by this Example, they may be 
Great and Good ; and that they may diſcharge them- 
ſelves with Glory of all the Offices of Society, without 
. betraying the Duty of a Ghriſttan, 
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GENTLEMEN, 


N ROVIDENCE having put the fol- 

P lowing Dialogues into my Hands, I take 
the Boldneſs to offer them to the View 
of the Public under your Protection. 
They were only intended by the Author 
for the private Inſtruction of a young Nobleman, 
on whom they have wrought ſuch admirable Effects, 
that it's pity, methinks, to bury them in Privacy, 
and to confine them to one Clofet. The Author's 
Deſign is charitable, I am ſure; but whether he has 
been happy in Execution,. F wholly leave to your 
Judgments. He runs through the Duty of a Gen- 
tleman, and of a Chriſtian ; he points at the ſhorteſt 
Way to Greatneſs and Goodneſs, and furniſhes you 
with 


| 
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with Materials to live with Honour in this World, 
and in Glory in the next. 

Seeing therefore this Treatiſe comes on ſo kind an 
Errand, it will, I preſume, meet with a civil Recep- 
tion; for Meſſengers of good News are ſeldom un- 
welcome. | 

But nothing has embolden'd me ſo much to caſt 
theſe Pages at your Feet, as ſincere Tenderneſs for 
your Perſons. It's Wiſdom to have an Antidote at 
hand, when we ſuſpe& Poiſon ; and dangerous to 
viſit a Peſt-houſe, without a Preſervative. Alas 
Gentlemen, you ſuck in Poiſon, you live in In- 
fection : Nealth, Grandeur, and Example, plot your 
Ruin, and Flattery diſguiſes the Danger : 8 
Books are of the Cabal; they dart Poiſon to the 
Heart through the Avenues of the Eyes, and con- 
vey death through Pleaſure. 

In St. Peter's Days, the Devil made his Round 
to prey on the Unwary ; but now he has almoſt 
eaſed himſelf of that Labour; he acts no more in 
Perſon, but by Deputy; he has commiſſioned Poets 
to 7hime you into Deſtruction, and fees Libertines 
to argue you into Hell: And certainly he has had 
greater Succeſs againſt Mankind, under the Shape of 
an Author, than of a Lion; your Cloſets are ſtock d 
with defaming Lampoons, leud Plays, and ſcandalous 
Poems; you read theſe helliſh Papers with Pleaſure 
and Tranſport; they ſoften Nature, emaſculate the 
Mind, and by degrees metamorphoſe the Reader 
into as errant a Beaſt as the Poet; the Stile charms, 
the Expreſſion is luſcious, and the Contrivance no 
leſs inviting than the Subject. All theſe petty Ar- 
tifices conſpire to enflame Senſe, to enliven Paſſion, 
and debauch the Will. N 

Again, to whet Appetite, and increaſe Defire, 
Care is taken to ſet off Ladies with all the Allurements 


of Eaſineſs and Condeſcendency ; they are diſcarded 
| not 


- Thy Publiſher to the GEN TRV. xvi 
not only of Modeſty, but of Shame; ſo that if the 
Originals reſemble the Copies, if the Sex be as i 
prepared for Defence at home, as on the Stage, the. 
Conqueſt will be made without the Expence of Ar- 
tillery or Bombs. | 

But this is not enough; the Poets take upon 
them the Office of Engineers too; they trace out 
the Approaches, os Cannen, order the At- 
tack, and then cry, Gentlemen, fall on: For why 
do they expoſe not only to the Eyes in the Play- 
houſe, but in Print, paſt Brutalities, but to per- 
ſuade you to act them over again? And why do 
they enter upon Particulars, but to ſhew you the 
Method? They ranſack Mulberry-Gardens, Epſom- 
Hells, and other public Scenes of Debauchery, for 
the Subject of* your Etertainment ; their Plots and 
Counter-plots are only laid to trepan Women, and 
gull Heireſſes; befides, few licentious Intrigues miſ- 
2 This is a fly Inuends to the Audience and 
the Reader, that Succeſs will certainly wait upon. 
their Attempts, and by conſequence tis a ſtrong 
Provacation to enter upon Action. 

And becauſe Nature has ſtampt on the Face of 
Vice, Deformity, Horror, theſe ungrateful Features 
are ſhaded with charming Appellations; the Sins 


lie out of ſight under a Varniſh, and nothing appears 


but the Pleaſure. For this Reaſon the moſt overt 
Invitations to Evil muſt be chriſten'd Billet- deux, 
Lewaneſs muſt be ſtiled Gallantry, and the Stews 
Places of Diver/ion. Why are innocent Names put 
on criminal Things, but to confound Notions; and 
to gild over Diſhoneſty, as Apothecaries do Pills, that 
it may go down without any Checks or Convul- 

ſions of Conſcience? - 
Seeing you thus cloſely beſieged on all Sides, and 
ſtanding on the Brink of Deitruction ; and, what 
is worſe, void of Fear; nay, lulled into a mortal. 
Lethargy, 
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„without any Apprehenſion of your Dan- t 
ger; I have brought theſe Dialogues to your Reſcue, ] 
and may aſſure you with ſome Confidence, they'll 
prove moſt uſeful, and highly beneficial, if you ; 

will youchſafe to peruſe them with unprejudiced t 
Minds, and unbiaſſed Affections. | i 

They lay before your Eyes the moſt important Y 
Parts of your Duty, both to God and Men; the 
Snares of the World, and Wiles of the Devil ; the . 
Cauſes of your Miſcarriage, and ſure Methods ei- b 
ther to prevent or retrieve them. And what can 


you deſire more, but a ſincere Reſolution to apply r: 
theſe Remedies that are deſcribed ? a 

I am ſenfible we live in an Age devoted to Cen- F 
fure and Criticiſm, and therefore I have thought fit k 
to obviate an Oljection or two: Some may think the tl 
Author treats Quality with too much Freedom, and al 
Nobility with too little Reſpect. But, Gentlemen, | 4 
pray remember, there is a great Difference between it 
your Perſons and your Vices; theſe be Honours, not A 
thoſe, it 

I were ridiculous to compliment Criminals, or to 
reverence Felons on the Hurdle; your Failures are ſu 
brought upon the Scaffold, not for Triumph, but bi 
for Execution; to receive Puniſhment, not Applauſe ; Yc 
what wonder then if he handles roughly thoſe la 
Faults he condemns ? If he tears off the Vizors that in 
conceal a lothſome Deformity, under a falſe but 80 
— Superficies? He has a mind to diſcounte- © 
nance Ill, to withdraw you from the Embraces of |= 
theſe treacherous Syrens, that enchant your Reaſon, ca 
and captivate your Affections, in order to murder a) 
your Souls; that offer you imaginary Pleaſures, to La 


reward your Credulity with real Torments. This an, 
is certainly a charitable Deſign, but withal impracti- yoi 
cable, unleſs each Voice be had to the Bar, and all Get 
their Treaſons, Forgeries, and Impeſtures, be brougth 

ls 
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to light, and proved upon them as clear as the 


Day. 

Hh Gentlemen, give me leave to ſpeak freely, 
you love Vice under the Maſk of Pleaſure, almoſt 
to Dotage; nothing can wean your Affections from 
its bewitching Charms, but a Demonſtration that 
you are moſt wretchedly impoſed upon. 

Others may perchance take it ill that the Authar 
ſports ſometimes upon too ſerious a Subject, nor 


by conſequence tranigreſſes the Rules of Decency. 


But you muſt conſider we live in an Age that 
ranks Seriouſneſs among the Vices, and Raille 
among, the Virtues. Alas, Gentlemen, the ſportive 
Faculty takes place of the reaſonable ; Reſibile and 
Rationale have changed Placks ſince Ari/totle's Days; 
the Propriety has ſtept into the Definition of Man, 
and baniſh'd his molt eſſential Ingredient among the 


| Accidents : Reaſon, without Force, is out of Faſhion; 


it muſt appear in a Scaramouch's Dreſs to obtain an 
Audience, and muſt bring Delight as well as In- 
ſtruction to be welcome. 

The Author condeſcends to your Weakneſs, and 
ſurely you will not cenſure his Civility, but 
burleſque his Judgment, for paying Deference to 
your ar Beſides, he is ſenſible Vice has been 
laugh'd into Practice and Reputation, and Virtue 
into Contempt; why therefore may not Virtue re- 
gain its Poſt by the ſame Method it loſt it? And 


why may not the Gentry be ſported into their Duty, 


as they have been rallied cut of it? Some Poiſons 
call for Treacle, others for Fire; but that of the Ta- 
rantula muſt be fetched out by /Yufic. A Peal of 
Laughterenervates the Forceofthis Neapolitan Venom, 
and a Brace of Minuets expel it. Who knows but 
your Diſtemper is of the ſame Nature? At leaſt, 
deſperate Diſeaſes are proper for Experiments; and 


though 
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though no Remedy ſutceeds, it's a Satisfaction to 
Have applied all. | | 

In fine, I fling this Treatiſe at your Feet, and if 
ou will be pleaſed to peruſe it with Leiſure and 
Reflection, it may not only furniſh you with In- 
ſtruction, but with Pleaſure; not ſuch indeed as 
courts Senſe, and gratifies the beaſtial Part, but ſuch 
as is — to the ſupreme and leading Fa- 
culty ; ſuch as feaſts a Soul, and regales an Intelli- 


Fence, 


Your maſt humble Servant, 


. 
I. V. D. 
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Neander, 4 young Gentleman, deſires Euſebius to 
inſtruct him in the Duty of a Gentleman, 


ut£© ELCOME, dear Neander; what 
fair Wind has blown me the Fa- 
vour of ſo early a Viſit? This 
is extraordinary. 

Neander. Pray, why ſo? My 
Buſineſs has been up and abroad 
theſe two Hours; is it not high time to follow it? 

Euſeb. Ah! but our 'Town-Sparks have ſomething 
of the Ozul, they riſe at Night, and lie down in the 
Morning: They obſerve a moſt exact Symmetry in 
Diſorder, and, like Lobſſers, go backwards; in a Word, 
they turn Nature topſy-turvy, or read it backwards: 
It's genteel and modiſh to out-ſleep the Sun, and an 
Argument of Pleaſantry to do like other Men. 

Near. I have left the College too lately to be ac- 
quainted with the Cuſtoms of the Town: I have nat 
opened the Ceremonial, nor peruſed the Ritual alamode; 
yet methinks, to turn Night into Day is an odd Me- 


Euſebius. 58 


tamorphoſis: Nature, ſure, never intended Eyes for 


Vor. I. . Darkneſs: 
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Darkneſs : Glow-worms indeed are obliged to Night, it 
ſets em off, and makes their faint Luftre ſparkle with 
more Fclat. But why Men ſhould dote on Shades, and 
range in Obſcurity, I can't divine ; unlefs they long to 
duel with Poſts, and try a Rubber at Loggerheads. In 
hort, it's a battiſh Humour, and jars with my Con- 
ſtitution. 

Euſeb. For all that, you muſt take up with Night, and 
be reconcil'd to Darkneſs, if you intend to ſtand fair 
with our own Town-Sparks ; they are of the Family of 
Mægara, true Sons of Night and Erebas. Light ſtrikes 
too hard on their Eyes, it dazzles em like Opium : 
It even works on the Brain, and ſtupiſies; but then, 
towards the Evening they return to themſelves, and 
adjourn to the Tavern, and from thence ſally out upon 
the Watch, and manfully ſtorm Glaſs- windows. In fine, 
their Buſineſs and Reafon ſleep in the Day, and riſe 
when wiſe Men go to Bed. 

Now ſuppoſe you intend to enter into the Confrater- 
mty, you'll not want moſt kind Invitations: Theſe 
Blades lie on tke Catch; and place Centinels on Qaford 
Road to give Notice when a Prize draws near; that is, 
when a Gentleman leaves the College; and then they 
fly to the innocent Youth like Eagles to the Quarry ; 
they proffer their Service, admire his Parts, compliment 
him mto Snares, wheedle him into Debauchery, empty 
his Pockets, wound his Soul, and ſtab his Reputation; 
and when they have martyr'd his Innocence, and im- 
bezzled his Eſtate, kick him out of their Company, and 
Jo exit the young 'Squire. | 

ean. A Man, I ſee, muſt carry his Wits about him 

at Londea; he muſt ftand on his Guard to prevent a 
Surprize, and ſuſpect Friends, not to be over-reached 
become : Like the Lion, he muſt ſleep with his Eyes 
open: Well, a Danger foreſeen is half avoided. EAV: 
bias, I have been diforder'd firice my Arrival, and 
thought laſt Night more Hours than I ſlept Minutes. 

Euſeb. What! are you ſmitten fo ſoon ? Some Fe- 
male Beauty has, I ſuppoſe, ftormed your Heart, and 
'Good-nature has beat the Chamade. The Articles are, 
no doubt, drawn up and frgned, unleſs perchance you 


reſolve 
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reſolve to ſurrender at Diſcretion : But, in good earneſt, 


has Liberty given you a Surfeit? Has Freedom gall'd 


you? Will you try how neatly you can dance in 
Fetters, and caper in Trammels ? This is a Sample of 
Univerſity Breeding ; your Collegians are a Pack of 
aukward Animals, full of Wit, but without Judgment 
to manage it ; one would think they ſtudied not to ; cg 
wiſe, but Fools; to looſe their Reaſon, or to forget 
the Ule of it. They no ſooner enter into the World, 
but, like Chi!dren, they chace every Butterfly, and run on 
the Spur to their Ruin. Ah, dear Neander!“ take care; 
a precipitate Choice makes way for a long Repen- 
tance ; ſtifle the firſt Sparks of Love, Time will quickly 
{an them into a Flame; a green Wound is caſily healed, 
but a feſtered one ends in a Gangrene. | 

Nean, Under Favour, you run riot on a falſe Con- 
jecture. TI am not Heart-fick, but Town-fick. 

Eich. Town-fick ! this is, without peradventure, an 
outlandiſh Diftemper ; there is not one Recipe for it in 
our Londen Diſpenſatory: However, the Diſeaſe is not 
dangerous, for I find no Mention of it in our weekly 
Bills of Mortality. In-what Mould, for God's ſake, were 
vou caſt? ſurely you are of ſome more refined, more 
celeſtial '[emper than other Gentlemen, without Senſe, 
without Pafüon; in fine, all Angel, all Seraphin. 

Nean. Not fo neither. 

Eaſeb. What then? 

Nean. Why, Sir, T am a Man, ſubject to all the 
Inirmities of human Nature; but I would not willingly 
ſurrender my Reaſon, nor quit the Privilege of Nature; 
I woald not throw up my Claim to Heaven for any 
earthly Pretenſion; in fine, I have no Inclination to 
$9 to Graſs with Netuchadzezzar, nor to lie in the ſame 

ed with Brutes: I am a Man by Nature, and a 
Chriſtian by Grace, and would neither debaſe my Rea- 
ſon, nor throw a Scandal upon my Profeflion: In a 


Word, I'll fave my Soul. | 


Eujeb. Neander, let me embrace thee; I was juſt 
lighting a Candle (as Diogenes did at Athens) to find a 
Man in London, I thought Piety had taken leave of our 
Nation, and that Chriſtianity had flown over to the 
B 2 Contineat z, 
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Continent ; but, God be thank'd, we have left among 
us one Man, and one Chriſtian; ſo that the whole 
Species is not extinct. We live in a mad World, 
1 Method, without Order; we ſeem to play at 
eros Queſtions: Virtue and Vice have changed Places, 
and almoſt Names, and even Wit is confounded with 
Folly ; Reaſon conſiſts no more in the Uſe, but in the 
Abuſe of it. Gentlemen debauch themſelves into Credit, 
and draw Fame from Impiety ; the whole Buſineſs of 
Chriſtians lies in confuting their Belief by their Practice: 
Theſe monſirous Irregularities have, more than once, 
moved me to ſuſpect, that the moſt wife and thinking 
Part of Mankind is cooped up in Bedlam, whilſt Mad- 
men and Fools range about the Town in Coaches. 
This Man whines away at a Strumpet's Feet his 
Eſtate, his Health, and his Soul too; another drowns 
his Reaſon in Claret and Carary ; he plays the Brute all 
the Week, and riſes a Man on Sunday Morning; a third 
delivers himſelf up to his Palate, and condemns his Wit 
to drudge for his Gluttony ; he judges of Meats by the 
Price, not by the Taſte; and thoſe only regale his 
Appetite that drain his Purſe ; his Study is to provoke 
Hunger, not to lay it, and ſeldom riſes from the Table 
till a Surfeit forces him to call for a Baſon. 

A fourth has perchance received he Lye, and in a 
Huff bawls out for Satisfaction, z. e. a Stab; the Stage 
is prepared, and up the Hecbers jump with drawn Swords, 
like the Reman Slaves, to give Diverſion to the Spec- 
tators: If this be not Folly and Madneſs without Maſk 
or Diſguiſe, pray give me their Definition; it's hard 
to determine whether this Conduct be a fitter Object for 
Heraclitus's Tears, or Demecritus's Laughter; it's a Com- 
pound of Farce and Tragedy, but a Vein of Folly 
runs throughout the whole Mats. 

Religion keeps pace with our Reaſon, and 1s juft 
regarded as much. Methinks our Worſhip ſmells ſome- 
thing of Paganiſm, for we adore God as the Heathens 
did Hercules, with Showers of Stones and Brickbats, 
wiz. of Oaths and Blaſphemies ; this is the only 
Homage we think fit to pay our Maker ; and indeed it 
is a kind of Recognizance, and is ſo far commendable, 
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as it puts us in mind there is ſuch a Thing to believe in, 
and to pray to, as well as to ſwear by. Now, why we 
ſhould ſo ſparing of our Prayers, is a hard Que- 
ſton. 

Some may perchance imagine the Poſture of a Sup- 
pliant is below an Engliſb Courage; beſides, it's an un- 
eaſy Figure, and argues much Want, or great Covet- 
xr Box, two heavy Imputations for a Gentleman: 
Moreover, Kneeling is a Mark of Subjection and 
Baſeneſs; for I was once told, that a Yeoman on his 
Legs was taller and pou than a Prince on his 
Knees: This is a rough Draught of our Town-Wit 
and Religion, without one Dach of Satire, or Hyperboie; 
they are both at a low Ebb, and God knows wien 
the Tide will turn. Neander, ſtand on your Guard, 
and look to your Conſcience, as well as to your Purſe; 
for I aſſure you, the one is in leſs Danger than the other; 
unleſs you carry a watchful Eye over your Thoughts and 
Actions, you will fall into Snares that are laid to entrap 
Innocence. 

N:an. However, ſurely God has not tied up our Duty 
to Impoſſibilities; he tells us, his Yoke is caſy, and 
his Burden light; and then aſſures us, by the Mouth 
of his Apoſtle, that our Power is always equal at kaft 
to the Temptation : We may therefore diſcharge our- 
ſelves of all the Offices of Life and Converſation, 
without overlooking the Duty of a Chriftian; for 
certainly God never framed our Tongue for Silence, 
nor our Reaſon for Solitude ; we .ay handle them both 
right, as well as wrong, and employ them to a 

ſe, no leſs than to an ill one. I hope there 13 n0 
Neceflity of failing into Egye, and of taking up in the 
Wilderneſs of Thebais; nor of running into a Convert, 
or of receiving holy Orders at Rome ; — though theſe 


good Fathers may wall pretty ſecurely to Heaven, yer 


underſtand they make, the Voyage alone. Now I 


| feel no Charms in Ceibacy ; and beſides, they are by 


Law diſſeized not only of their Birthright, but even of 
the Benefit of the Clergy ; ſo that they can claim no 
Liberty but that of the Priſon, no Property but the 
Gallows, I have no REG to ing up my Eſtate, 
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and as little'to lay it at the Mercy of greedy Favourites ; 
nor to fly to Heaven by the way of Fylurn: I would 
not withdraw from Society, nor forſwear Company; 
nor, like old Timon, diſband from my ovn Species. 

- Euſeb. You have Reaſon; God conderans us not as 
Pharach, to the Drudgery of making Bricks without 
furniſhing us with Materials; he proportions his Grace 
to our Wants, and never commands us to fight on 
unequal Terms; the Advantage lies on our Side, and 
if we give our Adverſary the higher Ground, our De- 
feat muſt lie at our own Door; we may be overcome, 
but can't be overpowered ; our Cowardice gives 'Temp- 
tation the Day, not our Weakneſs. | 

Beſides, Virtue is not confined to Place or Condition; 
it. may be practiſed in Towns as well as in Deſarts; 
and no leſs by Courtiers than Peaſants ; nay, it ſhines, 
methinks, in a Palace, like the Sun in the Meridian, 
with Pomp and Majeſty ; for what can even Fancy paint 
nrore charming and more glorious than Grandees, 
neither abject in Adverſity, nor inſolent in Proſperity; 
than Courtiers peaceable in the Noiſe of Affairs, tem- 
perate im. the midſt of Exceſs, unchangeable in Vieſſi- 
tudes, and conftant in all the Turns of Fortune; un- 
tainted with Luſts, compoſed in Tumults, and ſmiling 
Ir all thoſe Things, that are either expected or feared 
y others; than Men who have the Power to do what 
tuey will, and the Will to do nothing but what is 
it and reaſonable? This is no Platonic, but æ Chriſtian 
virtue; it is not only found in Fiction and Romance, 
but has been commended to Practice; it has appeared 
more than once on our Horizer, ſupported by Dignity, 
and waited on by all the Magnificence of Power ard 
Royalty : You may therefore Lold your Eſtate, without 
finging up your Title to Heaven. 

Near. Indeed, had Providence eut off my Cla'm to 
Heaven, when it intruſted me with a £2247, I ſhovtd 
nave been no Gainer by the Bleſfimg ; notwithiſtanding, 
though Virtue be in my Power, if Vice be in my Will, 
i ſhall, without Queſtion, be miſerable : Let me there 
fore defire you to favour me with ſome Rules, by 
which J may ſhape my Courſe ; you have — 
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Tides of Youth, and beat back Temptation with Cou- 
rage and Succeſs ; thoſe Waves that have paſſed by you, 
ruth on me; ſo that the Danger is certain, my Eſcape 
doubtful. I fling myſelf into your Arms. I have at 
leaſt learned the firſt Leſſon of Prudence, wiz. to ſubmit 
to the Advice of thoſe whom Age and Experience have 
{ufficiently inſtructed. 

Euſeb. My Age is on its Declenſion, yet I am not, 
God be thanked, aſhamed to live, or afraid to die: I 
neither contemn Life, nor over-value it; and therefore 
expect my guzetrs off with Patience, and will welcome 
my Diſcharge. 1 have withdrawn from the Hurry 
and Tumult of worldly Affairs, and now lead a retired, 
but not an ignoble Life: I gave my laſt Farewel to the 
Court, not by Force, but Choice; and indeed it de- 
ſerves no Thought but of Contempt. I have taſted of 
bad Fortune, and of good ; but never placed my Hap- 
pineſs in the one, or my Miſery in the other; nor have 
I] entered into the World like a Mute, merely to fill the. 
Stage: No, I once made no contemptible Figure by my 
Prince's Benevolence, ard though in the Confufton ot 
the Government I fell from my Pol, I carried off my 
Honeſty in Triumph, and expoſed my Eſtate to ſecure 
my Loyalty; yet, God be prais'd, I ain not brought to 
the Baſket ; though I had rather live on Charity than 
Rapine, and would ſooner earn my Bread by the Sweat 
of my Brow, than of my Conſcience, In my Retire- 
ment, I have had . to ſtudy Things, and to 
reflect on Men, and have made Obſervations on both, 
ſo that I am not quite unprovided of thoſe Qualities 
the Office you impoſe upon me requires: Tl therefore 
take the Liberty to counſel you as a Friend, not as 4 
Maſter ; let us retire into my Cloſet, A 
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DIALOGUE I. 
Euſebius inſtrucis Neander n the Duty of a Gentleman. 


Eafeb, OU muft. at two Parts; of a Gentleman, 

and of a Chriſtian : We'll diſcourſe of the 
latter at our next Meeting, ans at preſent only touch 
the former. Some Gentlemen keep up to their Cha- 
racter without the advantageous Helps of Precepts or 
Education; you may read their Birth on their Faces; 


their Gait and Mein tell their Quality; they both charm. 


and awe, and at the ſame time demand Love and 
Reverence ; their Extraction glitters under all Diſguiſes; 
it ſparkles in Sackcloth, ar 4 breaks through ail the 
Clouds of Poverty and Mis fortune; there is a je ne 
fray quoy in their Whole Demeanour, that tears off the 
Vizor, and diſcovers Nobility though it ſculk incagnito; 
they are reſerved without Pride, and familiar without 
Meanneſs; they time their Behaviour to Circumſfances, 
and know when to ſtand on Tip-toe, and when to 


ſtoop: In fine, their moſt trivial Actions are great, 


and their Diſcourſe is noble. 


Others ſeem to be born Gentlemen to ſhame Quality; 


one would ſwear Nature intended to frame 'em for the 


Dray, and Chance flung 'em into the World with an 


Eſcutebeon: They are all of a piece, Clown without, and 


Coxcomb within; and fo. like Foplingtons are graced with 
Titles to play the he by Patent: Thoſe of the firſt 
Claſs need no Precepts, and thoſe of the ſecond deſerve 


none; however, Counſel may be uſeful to others; for 
Behaviour is acquired, like other Arts, by Study and 
Application. 2 


| 3 
To begin the Part of a Gentleman, perſuade your- 
ſelf, it's your Duty and Intereſt to act it well; for who- 
ever looks upon it as a Matter of ſmall Concern, will 


come off with Diſeſteem; he will follow the Bent of 
Nature, and ſwim down the Stream of Inclination, ra- 
ther than ſtrive againſt it; for who will baulk Humour, 
0 
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or fence againſt ill Cuſtoms for nothing ? This I take 
to be the Reaſon, why ſo many in Converſation fall 
below their Station ; they fanſy a Title ſupported with 
Means, places them in a Region above the Niceties of 
Breeding ; that a Sir gilds the moſt unbeſeeming Be- 
haviour, and a Coronet dignifies Ruſticity: But this is 
a Miſtake ; for as Gentlemen ſtand above the Croud, fo 
they lie more open to View and Cenſure; for Actions 
are not rated by Men, but Men by Actions; and if theſe 
ſmell of the Clown, or ſuit with the Peaſant, Right 
Warſhitful muſt be content with thoſe Titles; for the 
Mob knows well enough, that Gentlemen can claim no 
Reſpect from Nature; they are all of the ſame Matter, 
and the Soul of a Lazarus 1s of as refined a Metal as 
that of Dives; and therefore, if they ſee no Advan- 
tage on Quality's ſide, but a Coach and Six, they will 
be apt to think themſelves as good Men as their 
Maſters, though not ſo rich; and that they are be- 
holden more to Chance or Injuſtice for their Fortune, 
than to Merit, v 


Let not your Family be the Subject of your Diſcourſe, 
nor fling the Regiſters of your Genealogy on the Table 
before all Company; this Topic is both fulſom and 
ungenteel ; it's a ſhrewd Argument you are big of 
Conceit, and more obliged to your Anceſtors for your 
Blood, than for your Wit: Though your Great- 
grandfather rode Admiral at Sea with 2000 J. fer Annum, 
if he has left Poſterity no other Mark of his Greatneſs 
but his Vices, I ſhall rank him among the moſt wretched 
Creatures that ever breathed ; ſeeing the Height of his 
Station only raiſed him above the Velen to proclaim 
his Shame, and render his Infamy more pertpicuous. 
It is a Madneſs to take the Meaſure of our Deſerts by 
the Parts of our Forefathers ; their perſonal Worth 
adds not one Hair's- breadth to our Stature: We may 
enter upon their Eſtates, and perchance upon their 
Titles, but not upon their Virtues ; theſe are neither 
entailed on the Family, nor alienable by any Deed of 
Conveyance, 
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Beſides, whoever rakes in the Aſhes of the Dead, may 
fall upon the Stench inſtead of Perfumes ; for after I::- 
quiry, who knows but you may find the Source of your 
Nobility tainted with Treaſon, and that the very 'T'itle 
you bear is the Price of Diſloyalty? Now though ac- 
cording to ite; Proverb, Theſe Children are happy <vho/e 
Haren Gre: i Hul; yet certainly, a Son ſhould not 
boaſt of the Purchaſe, nor look big becauſe his Father is 
miſerable: Let your Anceſtors therefore ſleep in their 
Graves, and be not ſo fooliſh as to diſturb them by 
your Vanity; adopt their Virtues by Imitation and 
Practice, but have a care of their Vices. I honour 
Nobility (et off with Merit; but when he has no other 
Prop than Money and Patent, I always compare it to 
thoſe proud Temples of Egype, that under gilt Frontiſ- 
pieces, and azur'd Vaults, lodged nothing but Statues 
of Rais and Crocodiles. J value more an innocent 
Ploughman, than a vicious Prince; and prefer his 
Nobility who. has. built a great Fortune upon Wortk 
and Virtue, before his, who by Succeſſion receives one. 


III. +341 

As it is ungenteel to boaſt of our Family, fo it is noi 
leſs mean and childiſh to ſpend Rhetoric on our Fer- 
formances. If your Prince and Country honour you 
with a high Employment, cither in the Camp or the 
Bench, diſcharge yourſelf of the Truſt with Reputation; 
deſerve Panegyric, but play not the Orator yourſelf, 
though you are as eloquent as Tw/y, you'll only labour 
t0 ſpoil a d Subject, and whilſt you vainly ſet off 
your own Feats, you'll meet with nothing but Shame 
and Infamy. N. N. was an excellent Soldier, he feared 
zothing but Fear; he choſe always the Fan, and was 
often the firſt Man on the Breach ; all admired his Cou- 
xage, and praiſed it; and even thoſe who diſapproved 
bis Conduct, did Juſtice to his Valour; but this Gen- 
tleman loſt at Table the Glory he had won in the 
Field, and: talked away in his Winter-Quarters the 
Honour he had purchaſed the whole Campaign. I 
did this, ſaid he, at the Siege of R. and this at the Battle 
of * had I not ſeized on ſuch a Poſt at“, the ox 
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had been in Danger. One would have thought all the 


Generals and Soldiers had been in Garriſon, and that- 
N. N. with his ſmall Brigade alone, defeated the Defigns 


of the French. This over-grown Vanity coſt him dear 
for inſtead of gaining the Reputation of a General, 
he went off with that of a Fop, and all concluded he 
was too ambitious of Praiſe to deſerve. any. _ Your 
deep Rivers move with a ſilent Majeſty, ſhallow Brooks. 
alone make a Noiſe and Tumult among Pebbles. The 
great Marſhal d:Tarzmenever ſpoke of himſelf but when 
torced, and even then with Modefty ; and though the: 
King was wholly indebted to the wiſe Conduct of this 
run Man for many Victories, yet he never faid fo :. 
No, he would lay Miſcarriages at his own Door, and 
Succeſs at that of his Officers and Soldiers ; this made 
him appear great even in his Overthrow, and generally: 
his Moderation was more glorious to him than Victory. 
Imitate the Silence of this Hero, not the noify Imper- 
tinence of Fools; carry off the Satisfaction of great 
Actions, and let others go with the Honour of praifing 
'em, and let People rather learn your Atchievements at 
the Stationer's, than at your Table. 


IV. 

Avoid the modiſh Rant of Oaths and Imprecations: 
It's an ungenteel Dialect, as well as unchriſtian, and 
claſhes both with the Rules of Breeding, and of the 
Goſpel. Cuſtom indeed has made em fafhionable, 
but neither civil nor lawful z for Vice can never plead 
Prefcription. I know it lies under the Protection of 
Number and Quality; but ill Things have no Right 
to Sanctuary: Becauſe Vermin ſwarm, muſt they be 
permitted to increaſe? Shall the Number of Felons 
plead for Pardon? No, no, the Caftomarinefs of ill 
Things makes 'em worſe ; and the more they muſt be 
diſcountenanced, and taught Diſcipline. In a Word, 
whatever jars with Religion, and cuts upon good 
Preeding, is below a Gentleman: And therefore, in 
ſpite of Example and Practice, I muſt caution you 


againſt ſome Parts of Enxgliſb Civility ; for though they 
go for Confent in the Ergliſb Dominions, they'll not bear 


che Teits of other Nations, 
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For Example; Damn ye, ſays one, 1 am glad to ſee 
you Is not this a quaint Salutation ? Firſt, to pack me 
away to Hell, and then proteſt he is glad to ſee me 
ſo conveniently lodged ? What Proviſion will theſe 
Blades make for their Enemies, if they place their 
Friends ſo untowarely ? Certainly, they fanſy Hell is 
a fine Seat, and that the Damned are in a fair Way of 
Promotion. | 7 , 

Damn ye Dog, how! deft do? cries another: This feat 
Compliment implies .Damnation and Transformation 
too: It's a Compound of Curie and Raillery. I am 
plunged into Hell, daihed out of the I.iſt of Rationals, 
and then, with a Taunt, aſked how I do? Why, a 
Man in Fire and Brimſtone, is not altogether at his 
Eaſe, and a reaſonable Creature curit into a Dog, not 
very fond of the Metamorphoſis. 

A third very genteelly accoſts a Friend he has not 
perchance ſeen of a Twelve- month, Ye Son of a Whore, 
cubere have you been ? This is an Eng/ih Addreſs to a 
Tittle: It is a kind of a ſtaple Commodity of the Na- 
tion, and like our Wool, muſt not be tranſported under 
pain of Confiſcation : But ſurely we — not lay ſo | 
ſevere an Embargo on the Ware, for it's ten to one 
*twill never find Vent in any other Nation on this fide 
of the Cararies; a handful of Dirt, well 0 is as 
civil a Compliment, though not quite ſo cleanly. Sow 
F a Whore! There is abundance of Freedom in the 
Expreſſion, but not a Grain of Breeding : Unleſs you 
meaſure Behaviour by the Dialect of a B://zngſgate, and 
the Bear- garden. Certainly theſe Gentlemen are Ad- 
mirers of Charity; why elſe do they dignify I Horedom ? 
For Whore ſtands for a Mark of Quality, a diſtinguiſhin 
Character; otherwiſe the Salutation would appear — 2. 
and homely : Bnt, by their Leave, few are in love 
with Cro/5-Bars ; and to be Brother to a By-blow, is to 
be a Baſtard once removed. 

I know we fling a Veil on theſe Expreſſions, and waſh 
over their Foulneſs with fair Pretences. Damn ye, ſays 
ene, and Son of a Whore, ſtand merely for Cyphers, or 
only ſerve to enliven a Period, and to make the Ex- 


preſſion more bluſtering. I conteſs M here and Damnation 
: are 
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are near a-kin, and often go together; but for all that, 
the Sillineſs of the Excuſe can't ſtifle. the monſtrous 
Incivility of the Compliment ; for though it fignihes 
nothing to him who receives it in good time, it will 
ſignify much to him that ſpoke it: For though a Friend 
may let ſuch Curſes fall to the Ground, God will put 
em to Account; and though they ſtand for Cyphers in 
England, they may purchaſe eternal Torments in Hell. 

They are, ſays another, Marks of Eugliſb Familiarity, 
pure Sallies of Kindneſs, and Demonſtrations of Friend- 
ſhip. No doubt, to deliver over to Satan an old Ac- 
quaintance, without aſking his Conſent to the Con- 
yeyance, is Freedom with a Vengeance ; but at which 
End of the Compliment is his Kindneſs ? In ſhort, 
Neander, ſuch Expreſſions grate the Organ, and turn 
the very Faculty of Hearing into a Burden ; they are 
high Symptoms of a lewd Inclination, and of a de- 
praved Complexion ; for when the Breath ſmells rank, 
the Stomach is infected. In ſhort, ſuch a Jargon is a 
| Breach of Civility, it's a ruſtic Cant, an uncreditable 
Diale&t; nor is the whole Poe of Bullies able to en. 
noble it. x 


When Civility obliges you to viſit Ladies, pray keep 
your Compliments to the Rules of Chriſtianity ; there 
is no Neceſſity of laying Religion at the Door with 
your Golgſboes, nor of denying God when you entertain 
her Ladyſhip : For certainly Breeding is not incom- 
patible with Religion, and a Man may make an Ad- 
dreſs alamode without apoſtatizing from Chriſtianity : 
Yet though the Worſhip of the Virgin Mary be diſ- 
allowed of, we may adore Ladies without the Breach of 
a Statute, and commit Idolatry not only without Re- 
proof, but even without Sin. One ſwears, Heawen /its 
in her Smiles, and Hell in her Froaunt. A ſecond ftiles her 
Saint; thougn perchance her Ladyſhip is more ſtock'd 
with Beauty than Piety, and her Face better pro- 
vided with Grace than her Soul: A third enlarges 
her Perfections, he ranks her among the Angels; and 
to complete the Folly with Blaſphemy, a fourth deifies 
her, Theſe Pagan Compliments are the Standard of 
| Ip Courtſhip, 
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| Courtſhip, the Scale of Ceremony, and the Meaſure of 
| good Breeding. But after all, Practice can never blanch 
over the Foulneſs of theſe daring Expreffions ; every 
Syllable breathes: Frenzy and Blaſphemy ; nor is there 
any way to acquit theſe raving P/atonics of 2 Crime, but 
by ſuppoling em unreaſonabie. A few Pimples hand- 
fomely ſprinkled would very efficaciouily diiiodge the 
Angel, as perchance her Lewdneis has bamihed the 
| Saint; and a few Small-pox would chequer her Divi- 
nity, and tumble the Goddeſs into a Monſter; and then 
| Hell might as well perch on her Smiles, as on her 
Frowns. But Raillery apart, though we fling Impiety 
out of the Queſtion, ſuch Addrefles are plain Satire, and 
Invective on the Sex: For they ſuppoſe Women either 
extravagantly proud, or ſuperlatively filly. Now the 
very Suppoſition is both ungenteel and ſcandalous. I am 
ſenſible indeed the Sex is no Enemy to Hyperbole in 
Courtſhip : Women are more fond of thoſe Glaſſes that 
conceal Diſproportions, than of thoſe that repreſent 
them; they can't well diſtinguiſh between Flattery and 
Merit, and as they eagerly deſire thoſe Perfections that 
are proper to their Sex, ſo they eaſily are perſuaded 
they poſſeſs them; for we ſoon believe what we 
earneſtly defire : So hence it is, that they take a pleaſ- 
ing Raillery for a ſerious Truth, and even ſometimes a 
Lampoon for a Panegyric ; but then an ungrateful Trutn 
puts them into a Ferment, it ruffles their good Hu- 
mour, and fours their Blood. Something therefore may 
be allowed to Cuſtom and their Conſtitution ; flatter * 
their Lady4ifs into an even Temper, rather than reaſon | 
them out of it, provided yon keep within a Mean, 
and ſtep not beyond the Bounds of Decency : But to 
break into Flights of Impiety, into Raptures of Blaſ- 
phemy, is to play the Foot and the Atheiſt. 


| VI. 

Gentlemen have ſo much Time or their Hands, that 
they know not low to ſpend it; it's a Burden and a 
Charge, and ſo, like Prodigals, they rather fling it away, 
than take pains to improve it. I counſel you therefore 
w ſet aſide ſome Hours for Reading; it's a handſome 

1 Diverſion, 
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Diverſion, and conveys Profit through Pleaſure ; the 
latelle& is a grateful Soil; but then, like a Field, it 
requires manuring. By Reading, you join paſt Ages 
to the preſent ; you travel into Aa, Africa, and America, 
without Expence, without Danger, nay without walking 
out of your Cloſet, Senſual Pleaſures rather ſtupify than. 
delight, they play upon the Organ, and dull the Ap- 
petite; they are often brutal, and ſeldom innocent; 
but thoſe of the Underſtanding ſhine brighter, they 
are of a more refined Metal, free from Droſs, and 
void of Repentance ; they extend the Faculty, and 
render it more rational ; they rather whet Defire than- 
glut it, and ſcrew Man's topping — Reajon,. 
up to the. highelt Pitch. A Gentleman furniſhed with. 
Reading, can never be at a loſs to ſet on foot, and 
carry on a handſome Converſation ; he is always well 
ſtocked, and carries his Proviſions about him; whereas 
others are forced to fetch Matter from the Kennel or 
the Stable, and too, too often from the Stews ; their 
Diſcourfe is a Compound of Smut and Raillery, en- 
liyened always with Fooleries, and ſometimes ſeaſoned 
with Oaths and Blaſphemies : Nonſenſe, in fine, though 
not the moſt creditable, is the moſt innocent and 
leſs-blamed Ingredient. Good God ! how often have 
I loſt Patience, and fretted away good Humour, in the 
Company of Gentlemen of fair Eſtates, and of noble 
Extraction; methought they had ſerved an Apprenticeſhip 
under Grooms or boys; they eternally grated my 
Ears with Hounds and Horfes, and broke out into fuck 
clamorous 'Tumults, as if they had been drawing up 
the Grievances of the Nation, or pelting the Preroga- 
tive; yet after all, the Queſtion was only, whether P 
or Lighufbot got the better laſt Chace. Racing and 
Hunting are indeed laudable Reereations, and upon 
Occaſions may be diſcourſed of ; but then to harp per- 
petually upon theſe Creatures, is an infallible Ar- 
gument their Thoughts are mean, and too weak 
winged to ſoar above the Beaſt. Some Years ago IL 
took a Turn beyond the Seas, and made a confiderable 
Stay in thoſe Parts: At my Return I gave a Vifit to 
an old Acquaintance ; a Man of Character, of Eſate, 
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of an ancient Family, and Deputy-Lieutenent of a County; 
ke was at Table; a Hawking-bag hung on the Left- 
ſide, and a Bumpkin guarded the Right; his Hat, 
Coat, and Wig were all of a piece, more fit for a 
Scare-crow than a Deputy; his Memory was as thort 
as his Wig; for ſome Years Abſence had wiped out 
our Acquaintance ; he knew me not, and indeed, I was 
no leſs puzzled to find my Friend under fo flovenly a 
Diſguiſe : However, at length we renewed our old 
Species, and then he very warmly embraced me with 
this Situation; Euſebius, / God 1 am glad to ſee thee: 
I expected he would follow this quaint Compliment 
with an Inquiry into my Health, or ſatisfied his Cu- 
rioſity with a Rehearſal of my Travels; that he would 
aſk in what Foſture I left our Allies ; whether they made 
Preparations for the Siege of Namur, or Morfieur for 
that of Maęſtricht; whether Prince Eugene entered Cre- 
mona with greater Glory, or left it with greater Infamy ; 
whether Frilergen did better to receive a Stab from 
Mahoni, than Quarter; or whether this brave Baron 
died like a Fool or a Hero: In ſine, what Advantage 
the Inperialiſts got 7 the Victory at Luzzara, or whe- 
ther the Profit would balance the Expence of Powder 
and Shot, laid out in the Empire on the Thankſgiving- 
day. | 
No, the Gentleman's Curioſity. never traveled ſo far: 
He had confined his Knowledge within the Bounds of 
his own Country ; all the reſt of the World was Terre 
incegnita to his N onſtip: He fell immediately upon the 
Excellency of Tobacco, and then halled me up to the 
Stable, that I might pay my Reſpect to Bobtai ]; and 
in the way honoured me with an accurate Account 
of his Poultry. Oh! faid I to myſelf, had this Lieu - 
tenant hunted leſs, and read more; had he cultivated 
his Underſtanding, and let a Field or two lie fallow, he 
might have been Company for Men : But alas! he 
was the Darling of the Family ; he heQored it at home, 
whilſt he ſhould have been at School and abroad; 
was made a Man at fifteen, to be a Child and a Cox- 
comb at threeſcore. 


_ a MGM crea... 


© . oO M0 tw 


op We vu ve Wy 7. 


ww -. 0 O00 wh 


LAG 


The GENTLEMAN IJnſlrufted. 17 


I would not have you, upon all Occaſions, diſcourſe 
in Syllogiſm, nor deliver your Thoughts in Mood and 
Figure: Such philoſophical Cant ſuits better with a 


Pedant than a Gentleman; and may paſs in the School, 


but not in the Parlour. Neither preſs upon Company a 
Vacuum, nor Mr. Bcyl:'s Pondus Atmoſphere, à civil 
Converſation may be managed handſomely in either 
Hypotheſis ; and I conceive Diſcourſe proſpered no lets 
in the Days of good old Materia Prima, than in the 
Reign of des Cartes's third Element. 

ou may alſo let the Grand Mogul fit quietly at Agra, 
and Prefter John in Ethiopia; few Gentlemens Know- 
ledge travels ſo far from home. France, Spain, and Taly 


lie more conveniently; beſides, Claret, Malaga, and 
| Flaſts of Florence, have given us ſome Notions of thoſe 


Kingdoms. 
Time your Subject; good Things ſpoke out of Sea- 


ſon, loſe their Value. I would not harangue a Lady 
in Greek, nor a Country Vicar in Hebrew: For alas! 


her Learning goes not beyond French, nor his above 
Latin: Diſcourſe muſt be adapted to the Company; and 
it takes more when it naturally ſlides in, than when 
drawn in by Head and Shoulders. In a Word, 
Neanaer, enrich your Underſtanding by the Knowledge 
of Things that become your Quality ; and when you 
are doubly equipped (I mean with a fair Eftate, and 
2 good Fund of Learning) what can you deſire more, 
but an ordinary Stock of Prudence to lay them out 
to Advantage ? | 
VII 


Converſe not ordinarily with Perſons above your 
Rank, nor with thoſe that are below it; that will 
endanger your Eſtate, this your Breeding. A Man of a 
thouſand Pounds per Amun, can't long keep pace with 
one of ten thouſand ; he'll infallibly lag, and jade by. 
the way, and perchauce be forced to take in at the 
next Goal: Or, if in time he reſolve to foreſtal his 
Ruin, he muſt faſt out the Riot of a ſhort Carnival with 
a long Lent; he muſt ſtint himſelf to a ſhort Pittance, 
and lop off a Branch to ſecure the Stock: For Eſtate. 

wounds 


| 
| 
| 


| 
[ 
| 
| 


-— a 


18 The GENTLEMAN lnftrud-4, 


wounds feſter into a Gangrene, and nothing but the 
Saw or Seering- iron can ſtop the Infection. 

But, on the other ſide, to herd with Peaſants is a kind 
of voluntary Degradation; it's to break your Eſcuecheon, 
and to commence Yeoman. Peaſantry is a Diſeaſe, 
like the Plague, eafily caught by Converſation ; it's a 
Colour that takes on any Subject, and ſeldom wears 
off: Why then ſhall a Perſon of Honour forfeit his 
Patent without Treaſon? Clowns are a ſort of encroach- 
ing Animals; give an Inch, they'll take an Ell, and 
repay your Famiharity with Contempt and Outrage: 
If you intend to oblige them to a Diſtance, ſtoop not 
below your Station, nor fe: them on equal Ground; if 
once you make them Companions, they'll uſurp the 
Authority of Maſters; for they want Prudence to ma- 
nage a Familiarity, but not Impudence to abuſe it: 
But take care not to brow-beat them, nor pretend to 
keep 'them under too fevere Diſcipline ; for the moſt 


deſpicable” and cowardly Creatures, if forced, will turn 


and fly in your Face. 


Some Gentlemen are ſo punctilious and nice, that 
they look on Buſineſs as a Thing below their Level: 
No, they'll not look on. their Accounts, though their 
Eſtate lies in an Agony; as if there were no Difference 
between Prudence and Trading. But certainly, Wiſdom 
Jars not with Quality ; and I hope, ane may be a good 
Huſband without turning Clown : It's na Branch of a 
Gentleman's Prerogative to be bubbled out of Houſe 
and Home. When Expences run high; 1s it not fit at 
leaſt to provide againſt Fraud and Circumvention ? Pro- 
digality on the one fide, and Fraud on the other, will 
ſoon drain an Eſtate to the Lees. Do not therefore 
all by Deputy : 'To truſt a Steward too much, is to 
expoſe his Virtue. Honeſty is not always Proof againſt 
Temptation : Men often cheat without Scruple, when 
they can do it without Fear. Remember, that Nobility 
ſtript of Means, makes no genteel Figure; it can't ftand 
without golden Supporters: Model therefore your Ex- 
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pences by your Income, and reflect you poſſeſs Lands, 
not Mines; two thouſand expended, and ce received, 
will not balance Accounts at the Year's End: If you 
ate wiſe, live on the Crop, not on the Land ; convey 
not a Lordſhip to London in. a Bill of Exchange, nor 
carry Acres in your Pocket; they thrive well in Country- 
Air, but fall into Conſumptions and Hecticks at White- 
hall and Greom-Porters, and ſoon expire; and then you 
muſt run upon the Common, or live on Charity or 
Courteſy ; or Camelion- like, on the Air, unleſs you had 
rather turn Knight-errant on the King's Highway, or 


take up your Quarters at Bln. Believe me, Neander, 


Poverty is unfaſhionable in our Days, and Dependence 


uncaſy; take care therefore of the main Chance, lay 


by a Reſerve for Age and Accidents : A new Lordſhip 
does not (like a Phenix) jump out of the Aſlies of the 
old: No, when it's gone, Hope follows it; nothing 
remains but Beggary, Contempt, Deſpair, and Re- 
pentance. 

Be neither covetous nor profuſe ; Extremes are vicious 
that ſeems leſs genteel, and this more fooliſh. I hate 
to ſee a Gentleman, like a Snail, draw in his Figure 
to fave his Purſe, and not only want the Conveniences, 
but even the Neceſſaries of Life, in the Face of Abun- 


dance: This is almoſt to antedate Miſery, and to turn 
the Fable of Tartalus into a real Story. I would no 


more truft ſuch a Miſer, than a Foot-pad or a Cat-purſe : 


He who Þves Money more than himſelf, will infallibly 
rate it above Honefty, and he'll ſtretch a Point, and 


unlooſe Conſcience when Opportunity opens any Pro- 
ſpect of Gain; for to a Miſer Knavery and Cozenage 


are unqueſtionable Axioms, and ought to be ſuppoſed as 


a Paſffulatum. In a Word, it's a baſe Employment to 


lie on Earth, and to ſtand Centinel to Intereſt : I would 


neither fawa on Money, for Money's ſake, nor duct 
and rade it away for a Frolic: No, I would not part 
with my Liberty for a Spam/ Flota, nor with a Shilling 
for a Good-morrow; that would be to over-value 
Slavery, and this to nnder-rate Silver. 

Let your Equipage run even with your Purſe and 
Quality. Starve not yourſelf to feed Lackeys ; nor give 

' em 
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— a Coach (as N. N. did) to ſave their Liveries- 


andſome Regales ſometimes buoy up Credit, cheriſh 
Friendſhip, nouriſh Mirth, and breathe Life and Spirit 
into Converſation : Though they ſink: your Purſe, they 
do not drain it; at leaſt you receive Credit for your 
Money. _ 


A continual Application to Buſineſs works upon the 
Brain, it exhauſts the Spirits, and undermines Health: 
Nature muſt not be run down, allow it Time to 
breathe z if you are always on the Spur, you'll jade it. 
Exchange therefore ſometimes your ſerious Employ- 
ments for honeſt and genteel Recreations ; they re- 
freſh the Mind, unburden Nature, enliven the Facul- 
ties, and pour new Life and Vigour into the Body : 
Chooſe thoſe that are more diverting, and leſs expenſive ; 
a Pleaſure over-purchaſed is a real Torment; and then 
if they require Study and Application, you do not fo 
much eaſe Nature as change the Burden, I would not 
have you venture upon Games of Hazard, unleſs 
Civility oblige you; and even then ſtake no more than 
you dare loſe without Paſſion : Thbſe Plays, like Quick- 
ſands, ſwallow Eftates at a fitting ; they devour a Man's 
Patience, and caſt Nature into a Ferment. Good God ! 
how uneaſy have I ſeen Gameſters? Methought they 
ſat on Thorns or Tenters ; you might ſee Paſſion m 
their Geſtures, and read Deſpair on their Faces; they 
broke through all the Barriers of Modeſty and De- 
cerum, and diced away their Money firſt, and then flu 
Patience after it. Had Force ſtretched theſe Game- 
ſters on that Rack, I ſhould have pitied their Miſ- 
fortune; but when I reflected they were their own 
Executioners, let em ſuffer, ſaid I, nothing but Stripes 
can teach Fcols Wiſdom, nor reſtore Madmen to their 
Wits, | if 

I met once Sir N. N. an old Acquaintance ; Whither 
ſo faſt, ſaid I, old Friend? I am, replied he, on an 
Expedition, You are methinks, anſwered I again, too 
crazy for a Winter Campaign, and too old to turn 
Marodeur, or Partizan. Nay, /aid he, my Buſineſs lies 
within- doors: In ſhort, I am bound for St. James's 
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where I intend to fling away a hundred Guineas. To 
fling away a hundred Guineas ! ſaid I, Prithec, if you 
are over-charged with Coin, favour ine with the Bur- 
den; you'll play the Fool at leaſt with a better Grace, 
and leſs Trouble. But the Propoſal did not reliſh; he 
would, Gentieman-lixze, keep his Word, thougi he loſt 
his Purſe ; and had rather forfeit his Eſtate than his 
Credit. He invited rie to accompany him; away we 
drove to the Place of Rendezvous, waere we found his 
Antagoniſt ready to encounter: Down they fat, and to 
it they went; at the Beginning the Dice favoured my 
old Knight f» ſtrangely, that I thought good Luck 
and he were of Intelligence. Lord! how the ld Gen- 
tleman crow'd ! Joy danced through every Joint, you 
might ſee it fluſh in his Face, and gild the Decays of 
Nature. In fine, good Luck ſeem'd to have fil'd off 
his Account twenty Years, and to have put as many 
more to his Credit; but then if good Humour ſat on this 
fide of the Table, bad ſat on the other; the young 
'Sguire firſt took the Pet, then Clouds began to riſe, 
which made me expect a Tempeſt : Nor was I deceived 
in my Conjecture; for immediately away fly the Dice, 
with a Brace of Curſes at their Heels; then Fortune 
is halled to the Bar, arraigned and condemned: Provi- 
dence brings up the Rear of the Criminals ; you would 
have thought this one and twenty came in a direct Line 
from Hercules, he played the Fzrio/o ſo lively. 

And now Sir, V. N. was entering tue Haven with 
his golden Fleece; when on a ſudden the Wind chopt 
about, and blew in his Teeth; the Tables are turned, 
the Scene is changed, the Knight fumes, and the Squire 
triumphs ; one curſes the Dice, the other gives them 
his Bleſüng: They ſteer their Paſſions by the Cube, and 
vary with the Caft\. In fine, my Friend ftood to his 
Word, he left the Field and a hundred Guineas to the 
Victor, and lot all Gravity and Moderation. I ac- 
companied him to his Lodgings; but I found he wes 
even lurched of Good-nature alſo. Well, ſaid I, do 
* call this Play? Can Sport and Anxiety, Fear and 

eſpair, ſtand together? Hell and Heaven are as com- 
Fatible : I would as ſoon for Diverſion take a Turn 
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upon the Rack, or lay my Head between the Anvil 
and the Hammer; theſe Torments are not greater, but 
I am ſure are leſs expenſive. 

Neander, Vou may learn by this, how ill theſe Plays 
deſerve the Name of Recreations; fly them therefore 
as the Plague, they prey upon Content, corrode Satis- 
faction, and in Concluſion ſwallow Eſtates, and com- 


mend Nobility to the Pariſh. 


Hawking and Hunting are more manly, more gen- 
teel, and more diverting ; ; theſe Sports are almoſt as 
ancient as our Nature, they have kept up their Reputa- 
tion in ſpite of all the Viciſſitudes of Time and For- 
tune; but then they muſt be taken with Moderation, 
like Phyſic for Health, not like Meat for Diet. To 
range eternally in Woods and Thickets after Be aſts, is 
rather the Office of a Keeper, than the Sport of a Gen- 
tleman. I blame not the Recreation, but the Exceſs: 


For though Hunting be a royal Paſtime, it's certainly a 


baſe-and ſervile Employment. 

N-an. Pray, what is ycur Opimon of nn and 
Muſic? Are they genteel Accompliſhments ? 

Euſeb. No doubt: T hey embelliſh Quality, and give 
a pretty Turn to Breeding ; they turnith a Man with I 
the little Ingredients necellary for a quaint Adareſt, ani 
uſher him into Company with Advantage ; they relieve 
2 drooping Diſcourſe : For when Reaſon runs low, and 
Converſation languiſhes, a Stroke of the F iddle, a Song 
or a Caraband, well performed, may enliven it. Bot 
don't over-rate theſe Talents, nor place them among 
the firſt-rate Qualifications of a Gentleman ; for in 
reality they only fit you up for a modiſh Addreſs, and 
a Female Entertainment. Let a Man rather trim up 
his Mind than his Body: Thoſe - Embelliſhmen:s are 
more roble and rich that lie in the Brain, than thoſe 
that ſink into the Feet, or perch on the Finger's End. 


X. An 

When Innocence left the World, Cloaths came into 
Faſhion; they were only invented as a Screen to Nak- 
edneſs, and a Defence to Decency: You muſt not 


therefore invert the Inſtitution, nor turn the Marks of 
Infamy 


% 
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Iafamy into Badges of Grandeur; for it's a Madneſs 
to pride in our Shame, and to look big becauſe we 
are poor and indigent. Indeed a Gentleman ſhould 
not clatter in Sabots, nor tradge about in Linſy-Wo2lh ; 
Quality under ſuch a Diſguiſe would make a ſlovenly 
Figure Be neat without Gaudineſs, gentee] without 
Affectation: In fine, the Taylor muſt take meaſure 
both of your Purſe and of your Quality, as well as of 
your Perſon ; for a Suit that fits the Character, is more 
alamode than that which fits well on the Body. I have 
ſeen ſome Fops over-ſhoot Extravagance ; they ran- 
ſack'd all the Shops in Pater-nofter-Row and Cheapfede 
for the Matter, and conſulted the whole Company of 
Merchant-taylors for the Form ; a Man of War might 
be rigg'd with leſs Noiſe, and ſometimes at lefs Ex- 
pence : Now, though fine Feathers make fine Birds, 
yet ſurely gaudy Trappings can't make fine Gentlemen ; 
for the Embelliſhments — Quality are Wit, Judgment, 
and Behaviour; an Air that's noble without Haugh- 
tineſs, and condeſcending without Meanneſs. Now 
theſe Qualifications lodge in the Soul, they lie in the 
Head, not on the Back; the Effects indeed run ta the 
Superficies, but the Cauſe ſculks out of ſight. 

I ſuppoſe we put not off our Nobility at Night, nor 
put it on in the Morning at the Tet/et ; why then are 
we ſmitten with Drapery, and doat on Finery ? This 
muſt be underſtood with Regard to Decency ; Allowance 
muſt be given to Cuſtom and Opinion; a Gentleman 
muſt not be ſo unpretending in Appearance, as to aSet 
Slovenlineſs ; this is to ſacrifice one Vice to another, 
to atone for Vanity with Naftineſs : Walk between theſr 
two Extremes; though you uſe both Shops and Taylors, 
depend on neither; build not your Reputation on Silks, 
nor your Worth on Stuffs; for in a Word, they are 
mere Excrements of poor Animals. Now to make the 
baſeſt Part of Worms and Sheep the Top of our Great- 
nels, is in effect to commence Beaſt. Neander, put on 
a good Humour, a fine Behaviour, a noble Diſpoſition, 
and you'll keep the Mob at a diſtance ; but whoſoc- 
ver pretends to pazzle Men into Reſpe&, merely with 
Scarlet and Gold Lace, will fall ſhort of his oo 

Ons. 
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fions. Men are not awed by Clothes, but Virtue : Old 


Fabricius in his Ferkir, and Curius in the Chimney- cor ner, 


were more eftecmed and feared than Caligula or Helioga- 


balu, in all their State and Bravery. 


Let not one Action ſtoop below the Level of your 


Quality; be not deceived in the Notion of Honour; 


this is a neceſſary Caveat in the mad Aye we live. 
Some confound Honour with Profit, others with Plea- 


ſure ; but by the Rules of this new Syſtem, Pilfering 


and i ewdneſs are dignifying Qualrſications: And ſo 
Foot-pads, Cut-purſes, and Debauchces, may pretend 


to the Right of Peerage. But others ſeat it on 


Sword's Point, and perſuade themſelves it confiſts in 
Slaughter; as if there were no Difference between 


Honour and Savageneſs, between a Gentleman and a 
Butcher. Theſe are a Race of European Canibels, who 


worry their Species, and d-vour Man's Fleſh ; true Ax- 
thropophagi, who ſport in Blood, and turn Slaughter 
into a Diverſion; they are known by the Names of 


Scowrers and Pueliſis: But theſe Appellations are too 


innocent for ſo baſe, ſo barbarous an Employment; they 
ſtand guilty of Murder by the Laws of the Land, and 
therefore are mark'd with Shame and Infamy by the 
Government: But befides, they are condemn'd by the 
Law of God, and fo are at once outlaw'd by Religion 
and the State. What, I beſeech you, can ſtigmatize 


and degrade a Practice more efficaciouſſy than this dou- 


ble Excommunication ? 

But, ſays a Gentleman, ſhall I receive an Afﬀront ? 
Yes, I hope, rather than a Stab, or a Halter ; that may 
be retrieved, but a Wound in the Heart, or a disjoint- 
ed Neck, are irremediable. But muſt I ſwallow the Lye 
too? Why not, if you deſerve it? The Puniſhment ex- 


ceeds not the Crime, and methinks it's reaſonable for 


the Penalty and the Fault to go together: For pray re- 


flect, if the Imputation of a Lye be ſo offenſive to 


Quality, the Thing itſelf is much more; and therefore 
you ought rather to take thoſe Imputations as Admoni- 


Oo 


tions than Aﬀronts. 
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But ſuppoſe it be a Calumny, I would either con- 
temn it, or pardon it: A Man muſt undervalue the Be- 
nefit of Eaſe, and the Price of Life, to {ell it for fo in- 
conſiderable a Trifle ; for in the Judgment of the Law 
it's nothing, it will not bear an Action. Now, _ 
we ſubmit to the Opinion of the Judges in other Dit- 
ferences, why are we reftactory in this Caſe ? The Law 
is the Standard, not only of Right and Wrong, but of 
Honour and Infamy: And ſeeing it will not take Cog- 


- nizance of ſo petty an Aſperſion, it ſuppoſes it below 


Notice. 

Ay ! But Cuſtom has ennobled Revenge : And we 
had better be out of the World, than out of the Faſh- 
ion. Under Favour, the King is the only Fountain of 
Honour, and I cannot find he ever made over to Cul- 
tom this Prerogative Royal. 

But what is this Cuſtom you talk of? (i. e.) a Club 
of Ins without Religion, without Conſcienee, 
a Pack of Renegado Chriſtians, who are a Scandal to 
their Profeſſion, and a Shame to their Nature; vote 
Murder a brave Action, and you obtrude this atheiſtical 
Error from the univerſal Opinion of Mankind, for the 
Standard of Honour and Bravery. Why? Such Mens 
Judgments are as falſe as their Principles, and their 
Opinions as depraved as their Manners : Becauſe Raſ- 
cals extol Perjury, Highwaymen Robbery, and De- 
bauchees Lewdneſs, are theſe creditable and innocent 
Vocations? Becauſe Perjury, Robbery, and Licenti- 
ouſneſs are common, are they lawful ? 

Beſides, can any thing be more extravagantly fooliſh 
than the Punctilio's of a Dueliſt? One has given me the 
Lye ; to wipe off the Aﬀront, I muſt provoke him to 
tilt at my Lungs. Ah, but Right ſtands for you ! But 
what if Fortune ſtands for your Antagonift ? Right is a 
dull Weapon, unleſs Skill and good Luck manage it: 
The clandeſtine Revenges of the alias are — and 
diabolical, but at leaſt they are leſs fooliſh than ours; 


they will not bathe their wounded Honour in their own 


Blood, but in that of their Enemy; and therefore they 
attack unawares, or by Proxy : But we revenge at our 


own Expence, nay, and upon ourſclyes, and ſome- 
Vor. I. ; times 
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times at a Diſadvantage too; as if, to retrieve our Ho- 


-nour, we muſt: die like Fools. I know not what 
Charms others may ſee in a Stab, I had rather be ſent 
into the other World by the Hangman than a Duelliſt; 
a Duel is an ill Diſtemper to die of, though poſſibly 
' Atheiſts may think it a genteel one; and I am confi- 
dent theſe Martyrs of Honour will be diſcompoſed 
when they find their Reception in the next Life falls 


ſhort of their Expectation. 

Death, Neander, is a great Leveller. Titles, Quality, 
Wealth, with all their Appurtenances, leave us with 
the laſt Breath: A Clown will meet with Reſpect if he 


be innocent, and a Prince with Contempt it guilty; 


our Treatment will anſwer our Actions, not our Birth; 
a Scavenger that dies in Peace with God will be con- 
veyed into Glory; and a Lord that expires in Sin into 


XII. 

Some Gentlemen refine Breeding too much; they 
affect a Singularity in Behaviour as well as in Religion, 
and fo make themſelves ridiculous to appear genteel ; 
theſe are a heterogencus Race of Gentlemen ſome call 
Fops, and others Beaus; they are a Compound of 


Torments. 


Farce and Ceremony, a Mixture of Mimick and Tra- 


edian ; had their Mothers made a Voyage to the Indies, 
i ſhould ſuſpect they had ſome Relation to an Ape : For 


certainly they are of a mixt Species, and often the Beaſt 


predominates, but always the Coxcomb ; if the Beau 
has more Wit, the Ape has more judgment; theſe Gen- 
tlemen ſpeak like Puppets, and walk like Clock-work ; 


they paſs the Morning between the 6% and the Toilet, 


and ſummon to their Levee the whole Po of Taylor,, 
Barbers, amd Semfpſtreſſes ; they value more the Art of 


dreſſing well, than the Knack-of paying: And whiltt 


others admire their. Folly, like young Narciſſus, they 
contemplate their own Beauty : Pray | Hoon the People 
and their Behaviour to themſelves, and if you can't 
avoid their Company, catch not their Grimaces. It's true, 
you muſt prepare for an Attack; for like People. ſtruck 


with the Plague, they love to give the Infection: If they 


find you reſty, they'll not fail to direct your Motions, 


znd anatomize your Comportment, and then you _ 
expe 
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expect to be lampooned in Verſe, or pelted in Proſe; 

but they always meet with poor Caſſandra's Fortune, 
never to be believed: Their Tea's go for No's, and their 

Satires for Panegyrics : I might enlarge upon this Sub- 
je, but I fear I have already treſpaſſed upon your Pa- 
tience. 

Mean. I ſee, dear Euſebius, you are a Stranger to my 
Conſtitution, I am not ſo ſoon talk'd down ; how can 
I ſpend my Time better, than in learning how to ſpend 
it well ? 

After a ſhort Diſcourſe of indifferent Things, Neander 
took leave of Euſebius, with a Promiſe to return the next 


Morning. He kept his Word, and Euſebius ſpoke thus. 


WW i Www: we _ — 


DIALOGUE Il. 
Eufebius inſtrucis Neander in the Duty of a Chriſtian. 


Euſeb. J T's harder, dear Neander, to deſcribe the Part 

of a Chriſtian than that of a Gentleman, and 
a Matter of higher Importance to act it well if a Gen- 
tleman falls below his Character, his Re Kation may 
ſuffer, but not his Soul: He may not ſtand fair in Mens 
Opinion; but this is a trivial Misfortune ; for pray what 
great Advantage is it to be eſteem'd by thoſe, who can- 


* not be ſufficiently blam'd ? Alas! their Eſteem is fo in- 
al fignificant, that it's neither able to credit nor diſgrace. 

As But oh! if our Life ſwerves from the Laws of Chri- 
el, ſtianity, and if Death takes us away in this Diſorder, 
F of we are undone for ever, eternally loſt ! without Hope of 


Change, or of retrieving our Misfortune. Upon this 
Point our All depends; if we act a Chriſtian well, we 
wy ſhall be well received into the Joys of the Juſt; but if 


ple Ill, into the Puniſhments of the Impious: And both 
ub theſe States are everlaſting, both immenſe, hat in Plea- 
nw ſure, this in Pain. | 

ck „Now, when the Gain on the one ſide is ſo vaſt, and 
hey the Loſs on the other ſo exorbitant, does not Reaſon tell 
ar us, that we ought to bend all our Care, all our Applica- 


»S | tion, 
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tion, to diſcharge ourſelves of the Duties of a Chriſtian ? 
T will therefore draw up a ſhort Scheme of the moſt preſ- 
ſing Offices of your Profeſſion, and furniſh you with 
Motives able to perſuade you to comply with 'em. 


J. 

The chief Reaſon why Men live at random, is, be- 
cauſe they have forgot their Errand; they fanſy them- 
ſelves to be the Work of Chance, the Offspring of Ha- 
zard, Creatures of Pleaſure placed on the Land (as the 
Leviathan is in the Water) to ſport and play : But cer- 
tainly we muſt have ſmall Acquaintance with the Dig- 
nity of our Nature, and a mean Opinion of our Great- 
neſs, to frame ſuch wild Ideas. Our Underſtanding is 
too noble to be buried in Dung and Rubbiſh ; and our 
Soul too ſpiritual to be condemned by Nature to the 
baſe Employments of Brutes. 

No, no, Neander: God's Omnipotence framed us, 
and his Goodneſs deſigned us for himſelf alone. He 
has ennobled us with Reaſon to know his Greatneſs, 
with a Will to know his Goodneſs, and with a Soul to 
enjoy his Perfection. He is our Alpha and our Omega, the 
Origin of our Being, and the End of our Creation, It's 
impolſſible for us to be miſerable with him, or happy 
withcut him. " 


But, though we are made to enjoy God in Heaven, it's 
uncertain whether we ſhall ever land at this thrice happy 
Haven of the Bleſſed; for God has decreed to com- 
municate the ſupreme Felicity as a Reward, not as a 
Gift: We muſt take this City by Storm, not by Capitu- 
lation: We muſt enter Refee a la main; & wiolenti ra- 
piunt illud. But if the Difficulty cramps our Courage, 
if it baulks our Reſolution, if we miſcarry in the En- 
terprize, or fail in the Execntion, we are undone for 
ever; we muſt take up our Habitation in Hell, and dwell 
perpctually with Fire and Brimſtone. This we believe, 
Neander; and the bare Thought of it ſometimes congeals 
the very Blood in our Veins, and ſtrikes us with Horror 
and Amazement. One Theft, one Murder, one For- 


nicaticn unrepented, caſts us into a Lake of Fire, into 
| * 2 
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4 Vale of Torments, into a ſad Manſion of Deſpair, 
where we ſhall always burn, and never be conſumed ; 
always die, and ever live the Object of God's Wrath, 
and the perpetual Monuments of our Folly and Diſobe- 
dience. Theſe two Points are, as it were, Po/tulatums 
in Morality ; and God has been pleaſed to reveal 'em in 
almoſt every Chapter and Page of the New Teſtament, 
that he might allure us to our Duty by the charming 
Proſpect — Heaven, or ſcare us to it by the diſmal Re- 
. of Hell. 


III. 

We can't tax God of Severity, nor complain of his 
Unkindneſs; for though on the one hand he draws up in 
Battalia all the Terrors of an unhappy Eternity to fright 
us, on the other he diſplays all the Treaſures of Heaven 
to whet our Hope, and animate our Courage; nor does 
he lay our Salvation in the Hands of Chance, or truſt it 
to the Care of our Enemies. Yet he has entruſted every 
Man with his own Welfare; ſo that we cannot be mi- 
ſerable, unleſs we conſpire againſt ourſelves, and turn 
Traitors to our own Intereſt. If therefore we miſcarry, 
muſt not the Fault lie at our own Door? If we will be 
ſo ſtupid, as to fling up our Claim to Heaven; ſo void 
of Reaſon as to leap into Hell ; do not we deſerve to 
forfeit the one, and feel the other? A Man, who in 
ſpite of Prayers and Tears will vault down a Precipice, 
deſerves to meaſure the Height of it by the Fall ; and 
if he breaks his Neck, who will not rather laugh at 
his Misfortune than pity it ? 


IV. 

Had God tied up our Happineſs to harder Conditions, 
he had not over-rated it: For all we can either do or 
ſuffer in 'Time, bears no Proportion with an eternal Re- 
ward. 'Though he be our Maſter, he his behaved him- 
ſelf to us with all the Tenderneſs of an indulgent Fa- 
ther: For he has drawn up Articles fo advantageous for 
us, that we muſt be mad to complain, either of Circum-, 
vention, or hard Dealing : He requires nothing but- 
Love and Obedience, Now who can 1n reaſon retuſe to 
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love an infinite Beauty, or to obey an omnipotent 
Power? We pay him Love and Obedience by keep- 
ing his Commandments, which are only hard to thoſe 
that reſolve to tranſgreſs 'em. Et mandata us gravia 
non ſunt. Nay, they are ſo agreeable to Reaſon, that 
we muſt croſs upon our Nature, before we can violate 
them; and almoſt ceaſe to be Men, when we begin to be 
Sinners. In a Word, to be happy in the next World, we 
muſt be virtuous in this. Virtue is your Duty, Neander; 
and if you practiſe it ſeriouſly, twill prove your Plea- 
ſure. For God has ſo interwoven our Duty with our 
Satisfaction, that it's impoſſible for a Man to be inno- 
cently unhappy. | 
V. 

Though Virtue be an excellent thing, it may be 
zbuſed. It lies within the Reach of Fancy, IIluſion, 
and Miſapplication ; there is falſe Virtue, as well as 
adulterate Coin; and as the Lacedemenians trick'd up 
their Gods in the Spartan Dreſs ; ſo oftentimes Men 
model Virtue by their own Paſſions, I have ſeen a mo- 
roſe Zealot eternally harangue againſt the Corruption 
of the Age; all was wrong, all vicious, that croſſed his 
ſour Humour. One would have thought God had con- 
ftituted kim /pefor-General of Manſcind ; he kickt 
and flung after ſo unchriſtian a rate, twas dangerous to 
come within his Reach. Now, though Scripture and 
Reaſon call this Sin, he miſtook it, good Man, for Vir- 
tue. His Error was proof againſt Homily and Exhorta- 
tion. You might have ſooner perſuaded him out of his 
Chriſtian Name, than out of his peeviſh Humour. 

As I eſteem nothing more than true and genuine Vir- 
tue, ſo I abhor a Hypocr.te. I hate thoſe Mounte- 
banks of the Spirit, who turn Piety into a Trade ; who 
pray themſelves into Livings, and whine themſelves 
into Reputation; who practiſe Humility out of Pride, 
and Charity out of Spite; who N up the moſt ſe- 
vere Morals in public, and condemn em in private; 
whoſe Zeal is Cenſure, whoſe Juſtice is Intereſt, and 
Piety a Cover to Vanity. I have heard theſe Tartars 


laſh the World to Exceſs, whilſt they courted it to Ex- 
b travagance: 
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travagance : They extolled Solitude, yet were always 
in Company, and praiſed Virtue, when they practiſed 
Vice. In one Word, this Race of Men is a Medley of 
Oppoſites, humble without, and proud within ; arro- 
gant to Exceſs, and on Occaſions ſubmiſſive beyond 
Meaſure ; all Fire, and all Smoke; Saints in Appear- 
ance, and Sinners in Effect. 

Others place Dagon and the Art on the ſame Altar. 
Like Jebu, they blend Good with Evil, adore God in 
the Temple, and golden Calves in Dan and Bethel: 
Sometimes they are all Spirit, ſometimes all Body: 
Now they regale their Senſes with a thouſand Ragouſts 
of the moſt refined Lewdnets : By-and-by they feait 
their Souls with the moſt high-ſeaſon'd Piety : One Day 
they ſurfeit with Faſting, another with Feaſting : Yeſter- 
day they were tired with Kneeling, to-day with Dancing: 
They ſeldom miſs a Sermon, never a Play: If you ſee 
a Prayer-book in their Hand, you may ſwear there is a 
Lampoon in their Pocket; and if the Bible lies on their 
Deſk, a Romance ſtands on the Shelf; ſo that they are 
half Saint, and half Devil, but all Monſter. I knew 
a He-Devotee, who would ſpeak ſo feelingly of the 
Excellency of Chaſtity, one would have taken him for 
a Baptiſt; yet at the ſame time he entertain'd a Miſs in 
a Corner: And though on Sunday he appear'd in the 
Church with Reſpect before the Lord, all the Week he 
paid homage to the Lady : 'This is not Virtue, but an 
Olio of Vices: This is to worſhip God as the Soldiers 


did our Saviour, with Outrage and Blzſphemy. You 


may eaſily infer, that the Duty of a Chriſtian obliges 
you to deteſt and abhor ſuch a Conduct, but not to imi- 
tate it, one Defect tarniſhes Virtue. Bonum ex integra 

cauſa, malum ex quolibet defeftu. 
That Man is truly virtuous, who is neither proud in 
od Fortune, nor abject in bad; who defires nothing 
ut Heaven, and fears nothing but Hell; who avenges 
Affronts with Favours, and Injuries with Pardon; who 
is ſevere to himſelf, and eaſy to his Neighbour ; who 
ſpeaks well of all but himſelf; . and never pardons his 
own Defects, nor cenſures thoſe of his Brethren. In a. 
Word, Neander, Do good, and fly from Evil, is the Sum. 
we C 4 of 
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of your Duty. This is Virtue in Short-hand, Perfec- 
tion in Epitome, and Heaven in Reverſion. 


VI. 5 | 

That Part of your Duty is of the greateſt Importance, 
that immediately belongs to God ; he is our Maker and 
our Sovereign, we are indebted to his Power for our 
Being, to his Goodneſs for our Conſervation ; from him 
we expect the Reward of our Virtues, and the Puniſh- 
ment of our Vices. Return him therefore a thouſand 
Thanks for the Favours you have received from the 
firſt Moment of your Creation ; yon can't begin the 
Acknowledgment too ſoon, you can't repeat it too 
often, becauſe you can never thank him enough ; re- 
= him as your Father, ſerve kim as your Maſter, and 

ar him as your judge; neither forget his Kindneſs in 
Proſperity, nor blaſpheme his Conduct in Adverſity: 
He is no leſs amiable when he frowns, than when he 
miles; when he wounds, than when he heals. And 
therefore kiſs the ſacred Hand that ftrikes, as well as 
that which ſtrokes you: He always deſigns your Good, 
unleſs by Murmurs and, Impatience you turn his Blefling 
into Curſes ; and then praiſe his Conduct, but condemn 
your own. 

Ah! Neander, a thouſand thouſand times happy is 
that Man, who flings up all his Concerns into the Hands 
of Providence, — ties up his Deſires to the Laws of 
Obedience; he carries in his Breaſt a little Paradiſe, 
and a Heaven in Proſpect; he fits above the Reach of 
Fortune, and beholds with an Air of Unconcernedneſs 
under his Feet, all thoſe Storms and 'Tempeſts that daſh 
in Pieces other Mens Felicity; he neither defires good 
Succeſs, nor fears Diſappointment ; he opens the Door 
no leſs chearfully to Want, than to Abundance : In fine, 
he knows, that Command is God's Prerogative, and 
Submiſſion his Duty. Can Imagination paint a more 
ſolid, a more ſincere Satisfaction, than neither to lan- 
guiſh under the Torments of Hope, nor to ſink under 
the Billows of Deſpair; than to ſubject our Appetite to 
Reaſon, and this to God, our omnipotent Maker and 


merciful Redeemer ? 
This 
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This Submiſſion raiſes Man to the Height of Virtue 
and Happineſs: For whoſoever bows his Neck to the 
ſweet Voke of Providence, neither amuſes his Thoughts 
with viſionary Hopes, nor extravagant Fears; he lives on 
his own Fund, and keeps his Deſires within the Com- 

aſs of his Power; he is content with the Portion God 

as aſſigned him: This he holds only in Fee, and is 
ready to leave it at the firſt Command. He neither 
affects to be leſs, nor aſpires to a higher Station; he 
would be juſt as he is, becauſe God has made him ſo. 

Nean. This State of Indifference is a fine thing in 
Theory and Speculation, but impoſſ.ble in Practice; 
and is rather to be wiſhed, than hoped for. 

Euſeb. Pray remember, that deſponding Thoughts 
only ſerve to pall the Spirits, and to blaſt generous 
Refolutions. Ihings are often impoſſible, becauſe Cow- 
ardice makes em fo; Check Fancy, and you'll not en- 
counter thoſe Difficulties in the Practice: Puſillanimity 


and Non- experience conjure up to fright you. For 


God is no Epicurean Deity, ſo taken up with the En- 
joyment of his own Felicity, that he has no Leiſure to 
caſt a Thought on the Concerns of poor Mortals below : 
No, no, Neander, his Providence is as boundleſs as his 
Being ; he did not diveſt himſelf of the Government of 
the World, when he had made it; he can't either for- 
feit his Title to the Adminiſtration of the Univerſe, or 
abdicate it. That Hand which made all things, muſt 
of Neceſſity continue em, otherwiſe they'd make a 
ſpeedy Exit, and fink into their primitive Nothing : He 
has aſſigned every Being its Station; even the Worm and 
the Pi/mire, he ſets em their Taſk, teaches them to 
work, and through a thouſand Labyrinths leads all 
things to their perfect Ends. Now certainly, he that 
created all ſub.unary Beings for Man, cannot be thought 
to withdraw his Care from him, as if he were below 
his Love or Concern : No, no, he counts the Hairs of 
his Head, and regiſters his Steps in the Folio of his 
Ommiſcience. 

Now God being Goodneſs itſelf, he can't wait upon 
us with an ill Deſign. He ſtands oves us as a Guar- 
dian, not as a Spy ; as a Friend, not as an Enemy ; 
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he conſiders our Conſtitution, and pries into all Cir- 
cumſtances, that he may time his Favours, and ſo en- 
hance their Value, by adapting them to our Neceſſities. 
As his Goodncſs aſſures us he means well, ſo his 
Wiſdom gives us Security and Caution, that he can't 
be deceived in the Choice of thoſe things he deſigns 


for us; he can't give us a Stone for a Loaf, nor a 


Scorpion for a Fiſh, nor Poiſon for a Medicine: So that 
we are ſure on the one ſide, that nothing befals us 
unawares, but either by his Permiſſion or Command; 
and on the other, that he either permits or commands 
it for our Good; and that it will certainly prove ſo, 
unleſs we defeat his charitable Deſigns by Impatience 
or Blaſphemy, and by a ſtrange ſelf- creative Power turn 
his Bleſſings into Curſes. "he what Misfortune can 
make Impreſſion on a Mind fo ſtrongly fenced ? It will 
ftand the moſt fiery Trial, without an Oh, without a 
uur Face; for it has both Faith and Reaſon to ſupport 
it ? And then he that will weep, that has all the Reaſon 
in the World to laugh, muſt be fond of Tears, and 
in love with Torment. | | 

It's true, this Doctrine is extinct in Practice: We 
ſnarl at Providence, we diſpute his Orders, and burleſque 
his Decrees; we ſcream out at the lighteſt Touch of his 
gentle Hand, and turn ourſelves into all the Poſtures 
of Impatience; we neither receive his Favours with 
Thanks, nor Correction with Patience. 

But this irrational Conduct argues much Peeviſhneſs 
and more 4g png For theſe People muſt either doubt 
of his Power, or dare not truſt his Goodneſs ; and then 


they deny both by Illation. 


Ah ! dear Neander, commit your Concerns to the 
Management of God; aſk no temporal Bleſſing, but 
with a fiat woluntas tua; refuſe no Affliction; receive 
that with Gratitude, this with Reſignation ; and if you 
can't deſire Croſſes, at leaſt accept em, and remember 
always, that thoſe things often prove more prejudicial 
ve pray for, than thoſe we fear. i | 

We are an America, an undiſcovered Region to our- 
ſelves, our Deſires fly not only before Reaſon, but Re- 
flection; ſo that we are ſo far from knowing what » 

| | 8⁰ 
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good for us, that we know not what we would be at: 
Our Fancy over-ſhoots Nature, and (like a Fool's Pa- 
radiſe) repreſents Objects in borrowed Colours and 
falſe Shapes : Deluded therefore by vain Glaſſes and 
deceitful Optics, we dote by Hazard, and hate at Ran- 
dom; we embrace a deformed Leah for a charming 
Rachel; court Happineſs, and eſpouſe Miſery. But 
God, who built our Fabric, knovs our Conſtitution z 
he dives into our Temper, and comprehends all thoſe 
things we either eagerly purſue, or paſſionately fly 
from; he ſees the Employment of theſe will convey 
us to eternal Felicity, and the Poſſeſſion of thoſe into 
endleſs Torments. He therefore gives what we fearcd, 
and refuſes what we defired. Now, is it not a Kind- 
neſs to be thus mercifully cruel ? Is it not a Favour to 
baulk our Pretenſions, and a real Misfortune to be for- 
cunate ? | 
VII. 


We can never withdraw ourſelves from God's Im- 
menſity: He reigns in Hell no leſs than in Heaven: He 
— his Juſtice among the Damned, and his Mercy 
among the Bleſſed; he dwells in Woods, and walks in 
Cities; he retires with us into Solitude, and aceom- 
panies us in Converſation ; he is in all Places, and fees 
all things; he fathoms our Defires, he counts our 
Words, he ſcans our Actions, and reads our Thoughts. 

Imprint this Truth with indelible Characters in your 
Memory, and recommend it to your daily Conſidera- 
tion; it will teach you both Caution and Reſpect; it 
will curb the diforderly Sallies of Nature, and bind your 
Paſſion to its good Behaviour. You will not have the 
Face to ſtep beyond the Bounds of Duty, nor ſcarce be 
tempted to tranſgreſs it. Nature, I confeſs, is unruly ; 


it will run away with us, unleſs we keep a ſtrong and 


watchful hand over it; bnt then the very Thought 
that God ſtands by, will blow over thoſe Flames of 
Paſſion, that dim Reaſon, and hurry us into Tranſgreſſions. 

Before a grave Man we dare not fall into Indecency ; 
his =? Preſence gives a Check to Appetite, and ſtops 


Senſuality in its full Career: So that Lewdneſs and 


= bauchery are forced to retire, and give Place to 


e. 
He 
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He who violates the Law in the Face of Authority, 
that has both Will and Power to revenge the Contempt, 
gives an evident Proof, that either Life is uneaſy to him, 
or that he was not comps mentis, and by conſequence de- 
ſerves Bed/am rather than Tybura. Yet human Juſtice 
ads in a narrow Sphere; it reaches but to Life, and 
cannot puriue the Criminal beyond the Grave. If 
therefore the Sight of a Man, and the Apprehenſion of 
Death, have ſuch a Tranſcendency over us, as to cool 
the Fire of Paſſion, to diſcountenance an unbeſeeming 
Sally, and to repel any Aſſault upon our Virtue ; cer- 
tainly a ſtrong Perſuaſion that God is preſent, that he 
looks on us to crown our Virtues, and to chaſtiſe our 
Vices, cannot be leſs efficacious ; for he is the ſovereign 
Diſpoſer of our Souls and Bodies; he is able to tumble 
theſe into nothing, and thoſe into Hell; we may baffle 
human. Juſtice, either by Flight, Money, or Favours, 
but we cannot fly out of God's Dominion ; his Anger 
can neither be appeaſed with Bribes, nor ſoftened with 
Tears, nor overcome with Intreaties. 

Now a Man who with the Eyes of Faith concinually 
beholds this dreadful Majeity hovering about him, with 
the Reward of Virtue in one Hand, and the Sword of 
Revenge in the other, will take care of his Behaviour, 
and not ſell his Innocence for a fleet Pleaſure in Hand, 
and eternal Torments in Remainder. Let me therefore 
once more intreat you, by all that is dear, by all that 1s 
ſacred, to carry this Conlideration along with you in all 
your Buſineſs, in all your Paſtimes; its Company will 
neither be troubleſome nor expenſive, but I am ſure it 
will be advantageous. | um 


God's infinite Greatneſs intitles him to Homage, and 
our Dependence calls upon us to pay it: We cannot ac- 
knowledge too ſoon his Authority, becauſe we cannot 
reſpect it too much: We are the Work of his Hands, the 
Object of his Mercy, and ſhall once be eternally that of 
his Love, or of his Hatred; of his Love, if we execute 
his Commands; but of his Hatred, if we tranſgreſs em. 
Juſtice theręfore and Gratitude, Hope of Heaven, and 
Fear of Hell, preach Virtue and Obedience to his moſt 
holy Injunctions. Yet alas! this Voice of Thunder is 

| not 
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not able to awake our young Gallants; like ſo many be- 
witched Samſons, they ſleep in the Boſom of faſcinating 
Pleaſures, that lull em into pleaſing Trances, imaginary 
Delights, to plunge 'em into real Torments. One would 
think they either diſbelieved a future State, they are fo 
unconcerned for the preſent ; or that they had a Patent 
to do ill, or at leaſt an Aſſurance of Pardon and Repen- 
tance. Their Study is to learn Sins; their Employment 
to commit 'em, and grand Diverſion to applaud their Im- 
ieties. Tell theſe deluded Creatures they walk over 
33 and ſport on the Brink of Deſtruction: That 
to live a Debauchee, is to die a Reprobate : They an- 
ſwer your charitable Admonition with a Joke or a 
Frown, and very coldly reply, that Youth was made for 
Pleaſure, and old Age for Repentance. Good God ! 
that Men of Wit oY Parts ſhould ſo wretchedly fool 
themſelves into Ruin. Were our Souls no longer- lived 
than our Bodies, did they fink into nothing when we 
ceaſed to breathe, that atheiſtical Rant, Ede, 974 gaude, 
cras moriemur, would not be quite unreaſonable. Could 
we look into the Future, and read our Deſtiny ; could 
we caſt up a Horoſcope of our Death, as Aſtrologers do 
of cur Life; were we ſure that cras moriemur, we might 
equip ourſelves to-day for a Journey to Hell, and make 
to-morrow great Preparations for Heaven. But, alas ! 
we dwell in a Region, where Certainties are ſo twiſted 
with Uncertainties, that though we know we muſt die, 
yet we are as ignorant of the Time, Place, and Man- 
ner, as the Child unborn. Perchance Divine Juſtice may 
arreſt us in the very Heat of our Lewdneſs: It may 

ag us from the Stews to Judgment: The firſt time we 
cloſe our Eye-lids may be the laſt : We may only ſleep 
in this World to wake in the next ; we may only open 
our Eyes to ſee ſtrange Flames, and return to our Senſes 
to feel them. | 
Sudden Deaths are not miraculous. The Bills of 
Mortality aſſure us they are too ordinary: But theſe 
Accidents ſurpriſe your Debauchees oftener, than thoſe 
who live within the Bounds of Temperance and Mode- 
ration. They over-charge Nature with continual Ex- 
ceſs, and ſet all the Humours of the Body in an Up- 
rOar : 
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roar: And how eaſy is it for theſe Humours, in ſuch 
a Hurry and Tumult, to croud in upon the Heart? or 
to fly up to the Brain ? or to impede the playing of the 
Lungs, and on a ſudden ſtop Reſpiration ? 

But though God ſhould deal more mercifully with 
theſe Men than they deſerve ; though he ſhould give 
them both Time and Leiſure to repent, it's ten to one 
they will die in their Sins, and carry into the next 
World thoſe Crimes they committed in this. 

For two Things are neceſſary for a thorough Repen- 
tance ; God's Grace, and Man's Co-operation; with- 
out- that we cannot repent, and without this he will not 
pardon. If therefore the Difficulty to be overcome be 
2 at Threeſcore than at Twenty, and Grace be 
els, it's odds they Il not repent at Threeſcore, but that 
certainly will be greater, and this infallibly will be leſs. 
Therefore it's odds, that the final Reſolutions of theſe 
unfortunate Gentlemen will vaniſh into Smoke, and end 
in eternal Deſpair and Puniſhment. 

I prove the Difficulty will certainly be greater. Phi- 
loſophy and Experience teach us, hat a frequent Re- 
lapſe into any Diſorder ingenders a Habit, that is, a 
Facility and Propenſion to reiterate the ſame Actions. 
And this takes its Force from the Frequency of the 
Practice: For though in natural Productions there is a 
certain Point of Growth and Perfection, yet in Morals 
there is no ſuch Term, both vicious and virtuous Ha- 
bits may go on ad infinitum: Hence it happens, that an 
inveterate Cuſtom twiſts and winds itſelf into our very 
Nature; it finks into our Bones, and enters into our 
Conftitution. Now, if all the frightful Reproaches of 
Conſcience, all the Calls of Grace, the diſmal Proſpect 
of thoſe Shades below, the charming Allurements of 
Heaven above, were too feeble to reſtrain Nature 
alone; will they filence the Clamours of mutinous Paſ- 
fions, curb the Violence of Nature back'd by Cuſtom, 
and inflamed with ill Habits ? No, no : Nature ſeconded 
by a Habit (like a Loadſtone armed with Iron) draws 
ten times ſtronger. He who. groans under the Weight 
of a Feather, will fall under that of a Mill-ſtone, 
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Now as ill Habits bias Nature, and make it more im- 
petuous, and leſs governable ; ſo in our Suppoſition, 
Grace, the chief active Principle, is leſs. - For Grace is 
a free Gift, no Debt, aliter Gratia nom efjet ; we muſt 
receive it as a mere Benevolence, and cannot aſk it as 
our Due. 

Is it probable God will pour down upon his mortal 
Enemies theſe Streams of Favour and Beauty, as plen- 
tifully as on his Friends ? On thoſe who blaſpheme him 
twenty Years * as on thoſe who adore him? On 
thoſe who abandon their Duty out of a determinate Ma- 
lice, as on thoſe who fall by Surprize? It is certain he 
will not: For God will not be laugh'd at. And can 
the Wit of Man invent a more compendious, and at the 
ſame time a more biting Raillery, than by trampling 
under Foot this Divine Gift, that coſt our great Re- 
deemer Torrents of Sweat, and Rivers of Blood, than 
by making his Goodneſs the Ground of our Ingratitude? 
Than by refuſing to repent, becauſe he is prone to par- 
don? If God be juſt, as certainly he is, he'll ſtop the 
Conduit of his Mercy, and rain down a Deluge of Ma- 
ledictions on thoſe rebellious Giants, that attack the 
Moſt High, and turn his greateſt Attributes againſt his 
own Breaſt. 

Nean. What you ſay; as to the main, is true; but 
5a me leave to 'tell you, there is a Daſh of Hyper- 

ole in your Diſcourſe: Man's Malice can't we 

God's Mercy ; he can pardon more Sins than Man is 
able to commit; nay, and will, if we fling ourſelves at 
his Feet, and ſue for Mercy. A contrite Heart, Eu/ebius, 
is a moving Spectacle; it diſarms God's Juſtice, and 
melts it into Mercy ; and as he receives thoſe Prodigals 
that return, ſo he furniſhes them with Grace for their 
Voyage. 

0065. Neander, God's Goodneſs weighs down Man's 


Malice; our Obſtinacy can't tire his Mercy; he'll give 


both Pardon and Heaven to thoſe who aſk em; his 
Word ſtands engaged, and he can't fly back. But then, 
where has he promiſed that inveterate Sinners ſhall aſk 
Pardon? It is true alſo, that the moſt profligate De- 
bauchees have Grace ſufficient to work — . 

ut 
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But what ſignifies a Power to do Good, with a Will to do 
Evil ? There is not a damned Soul in Hell, that did not 
once find itſelf in the ſame Circumſtances. Is it leſs 
miſerable, becauſe once it might have been happy ? 
Alas! this ſad Meditation ſuggeſts new Matter to their 
Deſpair, becauſe it repreſents their Miſery, together 


with their Folly, as the fole Cauſe of their Misfortune. 


Nean. Pray, Euſebius, don't diſgrace God's darling 
Virtue, Mercy; nor condemn poor Sinners to the worſt 
of Torments, Deſpair. Whilſt there is Life, there is 
Hope. They who never thought of Pardon in their 
Lives, found it at their Death. What! he who died 
for Man, can he have the Heart to damn it ? The very 
Thief on the Croſs, though abandon'd by Men, was 
careſſed by his loving Saviour; and for one humble 
memento mei, received Mercy in this World, and Para- 
diſe in the other. | 

Euſeb, Miſtake me not, dear Neander, J am not for 
graſping an Immenſity, nor for preſcribing Bounds to an 


infinite Being: I know God's Mercy is above the Skies; 


but then his Juſtice ſinks below the Abyſs ; judicio ejus 
abyſſus multa. We can't take the Height of that, nor 
fathom the Depth of this. They are both equal, z. e. 
infinite; nay, they are the ſame thing: For Juſtice is 
Mercy, armed with Revenge; and Mercy is Juſtice, 
diſpoſed to pardon. Why then ſhould we dread it in 
one Dreſs, as well as dote on it in the other? I am not 
for caſting Men into Deſpair. As it is the greateſt of 
Torments, ſo it's the blackeſt of Crimes, and the moſt 
irrational : This antedates Damnation, and gives us 


over to Execution before God has pronounced the Sen- 


tence. To damn yourſelves out of a Fear of being 
damned, is the Top of Madneſs ; the ne plus ultra of 
Frenzy : To think my Salvation impoſſible, is to make 
it ſo ; not to hope for Heaven, is the next way to loſe 
it. But then if I hate Deſpair, I abhor Preſumption ; 
if that leads us to Hell by a direct Line, this does the 
Buſineſs as efficaciouſly. For can we outrage our preat 

utes 
to our Lewdneſs ?. and build the Babel of our Abomi- 
ions upon his Goodneſs, and our Crimes 2 his 
| | ercy ? 
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Mercy? Is not this to ſport with Majeſty ? to rally Au- 
thority, and to play with Goodneſs ? And pray what 
Difference is there between deſpairing of Mercy, and 
burleſquing it ? This impious Mirth, Neander, will once 
end in Sorrow, and theſe Peals of Laughter, in — 
of Teeth. But becauſe our Libertines put a . Streſs 
on the good 'Thief's Converſion, and fanſy their Deaths 
will reſemble his, no leſs than their Lives, 'twill not be 
amiſs to examine the Point. 

Firſt, St. Bernard tells us, that this Thief's Conver- 
ſion is the only Example to be found in Scripture of a 
deferred Repentance that was ſucceſsful. But, with 
Submiſſion, St. Bernard miſtook in the Calculation : For 
this was not properly a deferred Repentance. The 
Thief anſwered the firſt Call of his agonizing Saviour; 
the firſt Glance of his ſacred Eyes wounded his finful 
Soul, and melted his hard Heart into Love and 
Sorrow. | 

Secondly, The Thief received Pardon and Paradiſe: 
But what did he to deſerve this miraculous Favour ? 
He adored Chriſt, not ſeated on a Throne of Glo- 
ry, but covered with Shame and Infamy, torn with 
Whips, pierced with Thorns, outraged by his Enemies, 
forſaken by his Friends : Beſide, Rs ſay, Life was 
offered this Malefactor, if he would deny Chriſt ; but 
he choſe rather to die with him, and for him, than ta 
hve without him. So that now the Cauſe of his Death 
was changed, and he who was faſtened to the Croſs a 
Robber, expired on it a Martyr. 

Thirdly, God ſealed his Pardon; but this Act of 
Grace was granted on the Day of Mercy ; and yet of 
ſo many Sinners that were Spectators of this bloody 
Tragedy, we know but this Thief, who was ſo fortunate 
as to aſk Pardon, and to receive it. Tell me then, 
dear Neander, ſhould we not rather draw Motives of 
Fear from the Misfortune of Thouſands, than of Pre- 
ſumption from the good Luck of one? If you look on 
the Right-hand of our dying Lord, pray caft an Eye 
upon the Left; and if you behold on the one fide a 
Saint, you'll diſcover a Reprobate on the other. Let 


therefore Gentlemen learn Fear from the 3 of 
* 
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the one, as well as from the other a dangerous Security. 
And I counſel all Chriſtians to draw this Concluſion 
from the different Deaths of theſe two Malefactors, that 
it's a Madneſs to deſpair, and Temerity to preſume ; 
Unus eft ne diſperes, unicus ne præ ſumas. 

Wherefore conſecrate the firſt Fruits of Reaſon to 
God; you can't begin the Practice of Piety too ſoon, 
bat may too late : Nature, untainted with Vice, may 
be wrought with Eaſe into any Form, and caſt in any 
Mould. It's a kind of tabula raſa, a Blank, that almoſt 
with the ſame Facility receives the Characters of Angel 
and of Devil ; but when once its ſtained with Sin, when 
it's biaſſed by ill Habits, and worſe Principles, you will 
find it ſtubborn and rebellious. Be not then ſo fooliſh 
as to prefer Danger before Security, and to turn Plea- 
ſure into Toil. Take Occaſion by the Fore-top, it 
quickly paſſes, and ſeldom returns. 


IX. | 

Religion is the Ground-work of Salvation ; and there- 
fore you cannot be too tender of a Thing that ſo nearly 
coneerns your eternal Happineſs. I recommend this 
Point to your Care with greater Eagerneſs, becauſe at 
preſent it lies under all the Diſadvantage of Contempt ; 
and I fear the Gentry have a greater Hand in the Scan- 
dal, than the Commonalty. Nothing, indeed, enters 
more frequently into Diſcourſe; its the vulgar Topic of 
Converſation, the Subject of our Heats, Source of 
Diviſions, and by Conſequence of our Misfortunes ; Yet 
not one of a hundred knows the very Meaning of the 
Word, and not two in a thouſand agree upon the 
Thing; the very Ideas we have of it are wild and 
monſtrous. 

I have heard with Indignation and Horror, ſome 
Gentlemen pronounce ex cathedra, 'That Religion is a 
Grievance ; no Duty, | becauſe it controuls our moſt 
noble Faculty the Underſtanding, and enſlaves us to 
blind Obedience. 

Others weigh Religion by Intereſt, and proteſt that 
Orthodoxy and Profit go together: So that in ae 
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Mens Theology, Turci/m, with 1000 J. per Annum, is 
more credible, than Chriſtianity with 500. 

Others again confound Religion with Faction, and ſo 
to carry on a black Debgp, ſtrike in with any Conven- 
ticle ; they cry out for Liberty of Conſcience, although 
they have none for Reformation, though they delight in 
Tumults, and feign the Angel to play the Fiend. 

Others, like an abandon'd Brat, drop it at Church- 
wardens doors, and fanſy it is a Monſter of their be- 
getting; Craft (ſay they) Jugling and Intereſt brought 
it forth, whilſt Superſtition and Policy maintain it. 

But, by theſe Gentlemens Leave, Religion 1s neither. 
the Product of Spleen, nor the Fruit of Imagination; it 
is neither the Statiſt's Engine, nor a Parſon's Invention ; 
it came from Heaven, and was planted on Earth by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles ; and we muſt either believe it here, 
or burn for our Infidelity hereafter : He hat believeth, 
and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; but he that believeth not, 
/hall be damned. | | 

Theſe are our Saviour's Words, and they will be 
received, I ſuppoſe, by Chriſtians. The Apoftle de- 
livers the ſame Doctrine; Without Faith it is impoſſible to 
pleaſe God. Now without doubt God made Heaven for 
his Friends, not for his Enemies ; for thoſe who pleaſe 
him, not for thoſe who contemn his Laws, and ſport 
with his moſt peremptory Commands. Again, St. Au- 
guſtine tells us, Ubi vera fides non eff, nec poteſt vera efſe 

7uflitia. But it's Frenzy and Illufion to Exceſs, to fanſy, 
that a Man not truly juſt, will be admitted into the eter. 
nal Joys of Heaven: It follows therefore very juſtly, 
that Salvation is a Chimzra out of Chriſt's Church ; and 
by conſdquence, that all thoſe libertine Gentlemen, 
who play with Religion, and ſport with Faith, are in 
a fair way to deplore eternally their factious Impiety. 
I would have 'em ſpend ſome cool 'Thoughts on the 
Matter, and conſider ſeriouſly, whether a petty, brutiſh, 
nay, atheiſtical Satisfaction, can countervail a perpetual 
Miſery, and whether they would not give more preg- 
nant Proofs of Wit and Judgment by inquiring after the 
true Religion, than by lampooning all. | 


* De Ser, Dei in Monte, C. 1g. 
Tell 
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Tell me not you lead a moral Life, you walk by the 
Light of Reaſon, and frame your Conduct by its in- 
violable Maxims; that you neither curſe God, nor 
wrong your Neighbour; that you neither invade his 
Lands, nor impeach his Reputation; that your Hands 
are not dipt in Blood, nor your Tongue in Gall; that 
you defile no Man's Bed, nor incroach on his Pro- 
perty: Theſe Negatives will never unlock Heaven's 
Gates, nor place you in Bliſs. Faith muſt carry a Torch 
before you, otherwiſe you'll ramble in the Dark, and 
wander in Error, till the Flames of Hell diſplay the 
Miſtake, and at the ſame time puniſh it. 

But do you think, Neander, that thoſe Men who talk 
down Religion, and cry up-Morals, are at the Bottom 
greater Friends to the one, than to the other ? Alas ! 
no; their Actions are as hibertine as their Belief ; and 
if we may judge by Appearance, they have no more of 
the Man, than of the Chriſtian. For whoever ſaw theſe” 
mighty Advocates of Morals, theſe Aſſertors of Regu- 
larity, ever ftand up in Defence of Virtue, but when 
they actually condemn'd it in Practice? I have often in- 
deed heard your qualified Debauchees talk moſt feel. 
ingly of Sobriety over Champaign, of Temperance at 
a full Table: And I once met with a Proſtitute, that 
extolled Chaſtity like a Veſtal. You muſt therefore, 
when you meet with infidel Moraliſts, ſuppoſe they only 
commend Virtue in jeſt, but practiſe Vice in good 
earneſt ;'and that they are as far from enſlaving their 
Paſſions to the Laws of Nature, as their Judgments to 
Divine Revelation. 4 | 

Take not Religion upon Credit; there are in the | 
World Teachers of falſe 'Tenets, as well as Coiners of 
falſe Crowns; and as you bring theſe to the Touch- 
ſtone, ſo you muſt bring thoſe. To believe, you know 
not why, is rather Stupidity than Faith; it is to unfence 
Religion, to lay it open to the weakeſt Aſſault of Schiſm 
and Hereſy. In fine, to believe nothing, is Madneſs ; 
and to believe any thing, Folly. He is truly happy 
who walks between theſe two Extremes, and neither 
believes too much, nor too little, 


X. The 
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X. 

The Religion you muſt embrace, 1s that which Chrift 
revcaled, and his — preached : This may be de- 
nied by a Jew or Turk, but not by a Chriſtian. For, 
being God, he had Authority to command, and we 
have an indiſpenſible Obligation to obey ; nor could he 
ſet up Impoſtures for 'Truths, or impoſe Falſhoods un- 
der the Maſk of Divine Revelation. The Apoſtles in- 
deed were Men, but inſpired from Heaven, and conſe- 
quently no more ſubject to Error, than the Divine 
Spirit that gave his Oracles through the Organs of their 
Mouths. 

This is a Summary of your Duty to God : That you 
owe your Neighbour, ſhall be the Subject of our next 
Entertainment. In the mean time you muſt be my 
Gueſt to-day, pray refuſe me not the Favour, | 

Nean. I am at your Command ; but let me defire you 
to give me theſe excellent Documents in Writing ; they 
are too long to be remembered, and too uſeful to be 
forgot. 

Eb. I'll comply with your Deſire, and at my Lei- 
ſure ſet down what I can call to Memory. 


— 
0 


DIALOGUE w. 
Whether Gentlemen are cbliged to practiſe Virtue. 


„% CCARCE was Dinner ended, but in came E/z- 
66 therius, an Acquaintance of Er/ebius; he was a 
« Gentleman of a worthy Family, and of an Eſtate 
« ſuitable to his Character. Liberty and Pleaſure 
„ were his darling Paſſions; and I have heard him 
„ ſay, he had rather want Grace than Wit, although 
* he had no great Proviſion of either. He could not 
© endure to be crouded with Viſits, or yoaked in Cere- 
* mony, becauſe ſuch Formalities entrenched on Free- 
„dom, and put Liberty under Conſtraint; and for 
this Reaſon he never went to Court: For he com- 

| ; ** pared 
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« pared Courtiers to ſo many Slaves, who move in 
4 Fetters, and live for others, not for themſelves ; 
'« ſometimes to work'd-down Labourers, more fit for 
« Sleep than Pleaſure. In fine, he valued Eaſe above 
« Greatneſs, and Senſuality above Conſcience, ſo that 
« his Name jumpt with his Humour; his Religion was 
« of the laſt Edition, that is Puritaniſm cut on Indepen- 
% dency, and garmſh'd with an Oleo of upſtart Novel- 
« ties; he aſcribed Man's Juſtification to Faith alone, 
ee and therefore condemned good Works as heterodox, 
« as Encroachments upon Chriſtian Liberty, and a 
c Grievance to the Subject: Hence he hated Humilia- 
« tion- days, and could never be perſuaded to faſt til! 
* he had regaled his Appetite. One Day he moved, 


«© that the Statute 4e comburendo. heretico might be re 


0 vived and executed upon a Perſon for ſaying, that 
* eſtote perfecti was addreſſed to Gentlemen; he looked 
% upon it as ſcandalum magnatum, and a clipping of the 
« Privilege of a 8 In fine, he was of Opinion, 
« that Fancy was: the only Rule of a, Gentleman's 
& Faith, and Pleaſure that of his Actions.“ 


- - Bufeb.' Welcome, Eleutherius, pray fit down, Why 


ſo thoughtful and recollected? J ſuppoſe: you are come 
from your Devotions, Morning-ſervice is juſt done. 


Flaute. Why, Man, this is not the Lord's-day. 


Eujeb. Pray of what Religion are you? 

Elvthe. I am a Chriſian. : 

Euſeb. Ah, that may be; but of what Perſuaſion ? 
For that Notion reaches a great way: There are CG 
flian Papiſis, Chriſtian Turks, and Chriſtian Infidels ; and 


+ then there are Proteſtants, and True Proteſtants; and, in 
fine, there are Et cætera Chriſtians ; with which of theſe 
do you convene? . | 


Eluthe. With all, and with neither; that is, T have 
drawn off the Spirits from each, and left the Caput 
mortuum behind; in ſhort, my Religion is new and 


modiſh: "Tis grinned at indeed by ſome, but practiſed 
by the greater and more witty Part of the Nobility ; tis 


Reformation upon Reformation. 


Ersch. Metal upon Metal is a Solecifm in Heraldry, 
and why not Reformation upon Reformation in Reli. 


: gion ? 
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gion ? But under Favour, if general Practice hits right 


with the Precepts of your Religion, they are fly-blown ; 
and were I diſpoſed to doggrel it, I would only gloſs 
upon that Text, Follow my Counſel, Eleutherius ; ſay 
common Practice claſhes with its Maxims, or elſe you'll 


give too great an Advantage-to Criticiſm and Inquiry. 


For if what you ſay be true, your Religion is without 
Fence, without Rampart, and a little Reafon will bat- 
ter the whole Fabric about your Ears ; for when the 


Queſtion is about Good and Evil, Practice ſtands on the 


wrong Side. But, Sir, let us wave Diſpute ; ſuppoſing 
you are a Chriſtian, what Harm is there in going to 
Church on a Feria ? 

Eleuthe. What harm is it to ſink my Character, and 
fling up my Charter? | | 

Euſeb. Why, Praying and good Works come not 
within the Statute of Treaſon, I hope. | 

Eleuthe. Take care, you may lip into a Premunire 


before you are aware. Liberty and Property are edged 


Tools now a-days, few have meddled with them with- 
out a Scar. | 

Euyſeb. You are in a very merry Vein to-day, but me- 
thinks the Subject bears no Raillery. Prithee (Drollery 
apart) what do you mean by Liberty, Property, and 


Præmunire? 


Eleuthe. In ſhort then, Gentlemen are not tied up to 
Works of Supererogation, to Virtue, Perfection, and 
twenty other Niceties; all the World knows that Chri- 
ſtians are free - born Subjects, exempt from the Bondage 
of Precept and Ceremony. They date their Liberty from 
the Moment of their Baptiſm; and a learned Clerk, let 
me tell you, was of Opinion, that the very Ten Com- 
mandments expired with the Synagogue. ow, Sir, to 


bring Gentlemen upon their Knees, to incumber their 


Liberty with Laws and Statutes, is to touch them in 


the moſt ſenſible Part. Erng/i/omen will ſtand for their 


Birth-right, and not give up tamely ſo conſiderable a 


Privilege; and if you ſtrive to wreſt it out of their 


Hands, you may perchance repent of the Attempt. 


You will have to do with Numbers and Power: And 


though 


' fine, Nature is like 


with the laſt Exactneſs that ſtand in View. 
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though Truth ſtands for you, if Force ſides againſt you; 
the Field will be loſt. 


Euſeb. This is Liberty indeed with a Vengeance. 
Nature, at this rate, and Senſuality are let looſe, and 


have a large Field to walk in. Becauſe Chriſt came 


into the World to baniſh Sin, Man may open the Gate 
to all Abominations ; he may break through all the Bar- 
riers of Nature, Reaſon, and Religion; he may cozen 
and murder not only with Impunity, but alſo with De. 
votion. I would have you draw up a Petition againſt 
Jails, Pillories, and Execution; nay, it would not be 
amiſs, at your next Coffee-houſe Aſſembly, to vote 
down Hell alſo, as a Grievance to the free-born Sub- 
jects of the Covenant. 

Eluthe. Nay, indeed the Parſon ſtrain'd the Point, he 
has over-ſnot the Truth and himſelf too; but III 
maintain at leaſt, that Gentlemen are not bound up to 
what Divines call Virtue and Perfection; theſe Fooleries 
look well enough in a canonical Caſſoc, or a Clergy- 
man's Dreſs, but in Scarlet and Gold-lace they make a 
lean Figure; they walk in Embroidery, as little David 
did in Saul's Armour, very aukwardly, and rather fur- 
niſh Matter for Diverſion, than for Edification. 

Zuſeb. Though this Theſis has leſs of Scandal than 
the former, I am ſure it is equally falſe. For tell me, 
Have not our Gentlemen and topping Mortals received 
From the liberal Hands of God a far greater Allowance 
of Favour than Vulgars ? | 

Eleuthe. No doubt of it; Nability itſelf is a Favour 
of the firſt Claſs; it raiſes a Man above the Croud and 


a Smoke of the World, it entitles him to Honour and 
Reſpect; the Prince moves here below, as the Sun does 


above in Glory and Magnificence; Gentlemen are Stars 
placed above him for Pomp, State and Ornament: Be- 
ſides, Gentlemens Bodies have a finer Texture of Parts, 
than thoſe of a meaner Condition ; their Complexion 1s 
more bright and ſprightly, their Air more polite ; in 

os; who ſlubber over thoſe 
Pieces that are condemned to Obſcurity, and poliſh thoſe 
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Euſeb. You argue right for me; but then you con- 
fute your on Theſis. For if Gentlemen had received 
more Favours than the Peaſant, certainly they are o- 
bliged in Honour, as well as Duty, to make a more am- 
ple Return of Gratitude. For, ſuppoſe a Prince has raiſed 
one from the Degree of a Page to that of a Lord or 
Captain of his rods, that he has at the ſame time 
flung in 12000 J. per Ann. to ſupport the Title, and ſet 
off his Dignity ; has not this new-dated Peer a more 
{trait Obligation to ſerve his Royal Benefactor; than a 
Dray-man, that only enjoys the common Protection of 
the Government ? This is our Caſe to a Hair.. You 
grant on the one hand, that ſuch a Man lies not only 

under the common and fundamental Duties of a Sub- 
jet, but alſo under the additional Ties of Gratitude to 
ſerve his Prince; and on the other you confeſs, that 

God has with greater Profuſeneſs poured out his Libe- 
rality on Gentlemen, than on Clowns and Trades- 
= ; why then is not their Obligation greater to ſerve 

im? 

Eleuthe. Their very Station and Rank is their Patent 
of Exemption; in ſhort, they have no Time: For you 
muſt allow a Gentleman ten Hours for ſleep, a quar- 
ter for his private Affairs; two Hours to ſaunter from 
the Stable to the Dog-kennel ; three for Dinner, and as 
many for Supper; almoſt fix for the Tavern, Coffee- 
houſe and Theatre : So that you may ſee here remains* 
no Time for God and Virtue. 

Euſeb. Your Arithmetic over-ballances your Chriſti- 
anity. Is it not ridiculous, I mean impious, to take 
the Length of a Man's Duty by his Practice; to ar- 
gue from Fact to Right, and ſubpœne Tranſgreſſion to 
witneſs for the Breach of a Precept? Vou have carved 
out a Gentleman's Time exactly enough, but not juſtly ; 
and I doubt much whether he will ſtand to it in the 
next World, though he may perchance in this. God 
bids em watch — pray in the Goſpel; and St. Paul in 
his Epiſtle recommends Sobriety and Chaſtity. Now I 
think Men ſeldom watch or pray while they ſleep, and 
as ſeldom learn Sobriety in Taverns, or Chaſtity in Bro- 
thels, or Morality in profligate Converſation ; tell me 
then not what Gentlemen do, but what they ſhould do, 

Vor. I. D which 
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which in ſhort is this: As they have but one Affair to 
manage, which is their Salvation, ſo all their Thoughts 
and Actions muſt look that way; if any Motion warps 
from this Center, they ſwerve from their Duty ; they 


muſt bauik Appetite, not gratify it; and either 


ſtile Paſſions, or fetter them; they muſt be 
humble in Proſperity, and great in Adverſity; 7. e. 
they muſt bear that with Moderation, this without 
Clamours or Impatience ; they muſt rather forfeit their 
Lives than Conſcience, and poſtpone Fleafure to their 
Duty. Theſe are the Cſſices of Gentlemen: For Men 
were placed in this World to cultivate Virtue, and to 
enjoy the Fruit of it hereafter ; though they labour and 
ſweat from the Cradle to the Coffin, to advance their 
temporal Concerns, they forward their Miſery, and in- 
terrupt their Happineſs; they are Strangers to them- 
ſelves, and only Gueſts in their own Houle ; they drudge 
continually, yet do nothing, and are laboriouſly idle. 
Tell me not then of Sleep, Viſits, Horſes, Hounds, 
Taverns, and Playhouſes; theſe Things, with ſome 
Grains of Allowance, may be permitted Gentlemen, 
as Amuſements and Diverſions, but not as Buſineſs ; 
their Buſineſs, rheir grand Concern, and their only 


-Concern, is God's Service, and their Salvation: and if 


they ſquander the precious Moments of Time he has at- 
forded them, they abuſe the Gift, and the very End of 
their Creation. 

Elciuthe. You are warm, methinks, and preſs very 
hard on Quality; but 1 ſuppoſe you. are only in the 
Vein of bantering, and intend to ſhew how well you 
can manage an ill Cauſe, and that Wit and Declama- 
tion can ſometimes ſupply the Place of Reaſon and Ar- 
gument : Thau art excellently qualified for the Pulpit; 
thou haſt Words and Invective at command; prithee 


off with thy jump, and on with a Caſſock; thou wilt 


run down Vice at an unmerciful Rate, and talk De- 
bauchery out of Countenance; no Sin will ſtand thee, 
no Hereſy affront thee, But, by the by, Eaſebius, you 
are ſubject to flip as well as your Neighbours ; and 
ſometim es your Paſſion runs ſo faſt, that it diſtances 
your Reaſon : For I think you grant that the bare Ob- 
ſervation of God's Commandments will carry a Man 
to Heaven; what then have we to do with your Works 
of 
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of Supererogation, Mortification, and Auſterities? The 
very Word implies Countet only, not a Precept, and 


by Conſequence no Obligation. 
Euſeb. 1 grant what you deſire; but then I muſt add, 
that without theſe Works of Supererogation, as you 


call em, you will never keep thoſe Commandments, 


You can't hit a Mark, unleſs you level higher. Gra- 


. vitv ſinks the Arrow under the firſt Line of Direction, 


in ſpite of the Impulſe. This 1s our Caſe, Nature 
draws towards the Center, no leſs than Weight; 'tis 
wanton and lihertine, and loves to range in the Lati- 
tude of ſenſual Pleaſure, not within the Compaſs of 
Law and Regularity. Now if you looſe the Rein, and 
give it the whole Line of Duty to play in, "twill break 
through that Reſtraint, and carry you beyond it. For, 
let me tell you, Appetite is not careſſed into Duty, but 
beaten into it, and Paſſions are not to be tamed by Con- 
deſcendence. Like the Mobile, the more Liberty you 


give 'em, the more they aſk; they muſt be dicted and 
brought low, otherwiſe they will fly in your Face. In 


fine, if your will not have em aſk what is unjuſt, re- 


fuſe em what is lawful : Beſides, Indulgence arms em, 


it pives em a Proſpe& of your own Power, and your 


Weakneſs; and then if each ſingle one be a Match for 
a Giant, who can reſiſt the whole Band drawn up in 


a Body? You' boggle at great Sins, but ſwallow little 
ones without Scruple or Remorſe; you ſhut your Ears 
againſt the inward Calls of God's Grace, and ſtruggle 
with his Inſpirations. All theſe Things are petty 
Quarrels with your Maker; they are Contempts and 
Diſreſpects, though not Treaſons. In fine, they are 
Sins, Now, whoſoever dare look a little Sin in the 
Face without Horror, will ſoon commit great ones with 
Fleafare; for they are both really Sins, and muſt be 
repented of; the Difference lies only in the Greatneſs 
on the one ſide, and in the Littleneſs on the other. 
When Marius was ſent againſt the Cimbri, his Soldiers 
durſt not look the Enemy in the Face; their gygan- 
tick Stature and barbarous Aſpect cow'd the Non an 
Pravery : But when they had beheld theſe barbarous 
Cermans three Days from the Camp, their Spirits re- 
vived, and their congealed Courage began. to circulate 
through every Vein; they not only fought em, but 

D 2 over- 
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overcame. Juſt ſo a Man educated in the Principles of 
, Chriſtianity, cannot think of the Breach of a Com- 


.mandment, without trembling, without Convulſions; 
but then he ſlides into trivial Commiſſions : At firſt, 
a Damp ariſes over his Stomach, he is crop- ſick, un- 
eaſy, he continues on his Courſe, and Conſcience be- 
= to ſlumber; its Reproaches are faint, its Stings 
carce perceptible ; Cuſtom flings in a Doſe of Opium, 
and then it falls into a Lethargy ; and when Man is 
once arrived at this Pitch of fakofibility, he boggles 
at no Impiety ; he breaks through God's Commands, 
and will ſoon ſtorm Hell to ſatisfy Paſſion. From 
whence comes this, but from your Principle, that Gen- 
tlemen are not tied up to Virtue, Patience, Humility ? 
For did ſuch Gentlemen mortify Appetite, and cruſh Sen- 
ſuality in the Cradle; did they place all their Satisfactions 
in an abſolute Obedience to their Maker's Will, and 
never allow Nature and Senſes any Play-days, they 
would not have broke open the Incloſures of Duty, nor 
left all in common to Licentiouſneſs ; they had never 
made their Inclinations their Law, nor Pleaſures the 
ſole Boundaries of their Actions: For that Aphoriſm is 
moſt true, Nemo repente fit turpiſſimus, No body jumps 
into Ill on the ſudden ; Negligence and Diſtruſt weaken 
God's Commands, before we venture to break 'em. 
Now — ſing all Men are obliged to Virtue, it na- 
— + mn that this Obligation lies harder on Gen- 
tiemen. 
Firfl, They lie more in the reach of Temptation than 
People of an inferior Rank ; more in view of the Ene- 
my; their Circumſtances then require Vigilance ; they 
muſt ſtand Centinel, and place Out- guards for fear of a 
Surprize. A poor Man that can ſcarce furniſh Neceſ- 
ſaries for Life, has neither the Means nor Thought to 
pamper Luxury; Nature is work'd down, and rather 
cries out for Reſt than Pleaſure. In ſhort, he can 
ſcarce live, much leſs riot; Pride can't come at him, it 
muſt paſs through Muck, Smoak, and Penury, to reach 
— Now this Vice is too high ſtomached to ſtoop ſo 
w, it loves not to lie on a Dunghil, or ſleep on 
Straw ; and a Man that daily ſees and feels nothing but 


Want and Miſery, muſt be mad before he can be 


proud, 
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proud, or grow vain upon any fond Preſumption: Be- 
ſides, Apperite is ſo kept under by Neceſſity, that it can 
ſcarce crawl ; its very Deſires reach no higher than 
Bread to ſubdue Hunger, and Cloaths to fence off 
Cold, and veil Nakedneſs. No ill Object paſſes through - 
the poor Man's Eyes into the Heart; they draw in no 
Species, but thoſe of Beaſts and Dunghulls ; ſo that 
whatever they behold, is either rebating or innocent. 
In fine, they are below 'Temptation ; and, like a ſmall 
diſmantled Village, not worth ſeizing. But Gentlemen 
ſtand the Mark of every Temptation; the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil, ſeem to have entered a tripple 
League againſt them; they are marked out for a 
Slaughter and Sacrifice, they live in the midſt of Plague 
and Infection, and cannot take one Step without meet- 

ing Danger, nor breathe without taking in Contagion ;. 
the World fawns on them; Paſſions revolt, and the 
Devil caſts Nets to inſnare them; fine Sights debauch 
the Eyes, Muſic the Ears, Ragou's the Taſte, Perfumes- 
the Smell, and falſe Principles the Underſtanding ;. 
Wine heats the Paſſions, and Delicacies put em in a 
Ferment; ſo that a Gentleman is beſet on all Sides; 
each Vice batters his Conſtancy, and aſſaults his Inno- 
cence. Now, what way can he come off with Victo- 
ry? He muſt raiſe Counter-batteries, and diſmount 
thoſe Engines that play upon him; he muſt make a 
Sally, face Pride with Humility, Luxury with Con- 
tinency, Intemperance with Sobriety, and love of Plea- 
fare with that of Duty: In Morals, as well as Phyſics, 
Contraries alone defeat Contraries. Does not Nature 
tell us, as well as Experience, that when the Attack is 
briſk and vigorous the Place will infallibly be taken, 
unleſs the Defendant beat off Force with Force, and 
tire out the Aſſailants with Reſolution ? 

Secondly, The Faults of the baſer fort of Mankind 
are perſonal. They never ſpread ; like an Apoplexy, they 
ſtrike but one; the Miſchief ends where it begun, and 
one Life ſatisfies its Fury. But Gentlemens Crimes be- 
come univerſal, like the Plague, they ſweep away whole 
Families, and drive Mortality and Defolation before 
'em. For the Vulgar are an apiſh Generation, they 
lire on Imitation, and are carried away by the Exam- 
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ple of great ones, as the inferior Orbs by the Motion 


of the ſuperior ; ſo that if a Maſter throws his Vices 
among the Family, they are ſoon picked up, and wore 
as Robes of Honour. For Servants that know their 


Fortune depends on a Maſter's Smile, will not eaſily | 


diſpleaſe him. They eye every Motion, ſtudy his Hu- 


mour, and ſtrike in with his Inclination ; They applaud. 
his Extravagancies firſt, and then adopt them by Prac- 


tice. And thus by this abominable Complaiſance, 
Slaves oftentimes work themſelves into their Eſtates 


and Dignities. And then when Vice is ſo extravagantly 


rewarded, both with Eftate and Pleaſure, when a Man 
can debauch himſelf into a competent Fortune, without 
other Charges or Expence, than that of Conſcience, 
tis odds he will venture on the Enterprize. Beſides, 


Sins ſupported with E/cutcheon and Title paſs for Gran- 
deur : Nay; and Vice at the Head of a pompous Re- 


tinue, is often miſtaken for Virtue. For the Vulgar 


judge by the Eyes, not by. Reaſon ; and whatever ap- 


pears great, they conclude good, as if Glittering and 


Value were ſynonymous. Who has ſpread this Illuſion ' 


through the whole Maſs of theſe Morals, but the No- 


bility ? Gentlemen therefore, beſides the direct Obliga - 


tion of Obedience they owe to God, lie under a colla- 
teral one of Charity towards their Neighbours, and 
by Conſequence their Failings carry Scandal along with 
them, as well as Diſobedience; ſo that every Crime 
they commit, may be called Legion. | | 

Elerthe. Tis time to take a little Breath, you will 
overheat your Lungs, and diſcompoſe your Fabric. 
But pray, Sir, under favour, are Maſters Gaolers ex 
ef.cio* or maſt they be bail for their Servants good Be- 
haviour ? 


Euſel. No, but then they muſt not be their Mur- 


derers. 
El-uthe. Why, I ſuppoſe you do not intend to caſt 


ſcandalous Reflections upon the whole Progeny of Ma- 
ſters? Have a care, they may bring an. Action of Ca- 
lumny againſt you; 'tis dangerous for a ſingle Man 
to engage with Numbers. « il 
Evxſeb. Let us not diſpute of the Name, I ſay 
you itab Souls; if this be not Murder, it 1s ſome: 
; ing 
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thing worſe; and if our Laws take no Cognizance of 
it, God's do. 

Elzuthe. What, Maſters muſt play the Chaplains to 
their Family, as N. N. did; they muſt on with the Sur- 
plice and 'Tippet, and preach to the Text of F, 
4 Beloved, is it ſo ? Is our Brother gone oſiroy # Tea verily, to 
7 Perdition. : 

1 Euſeb. Laughing and Drollery are great Reliefs at a 
nonplus. I have often ſeen ſome in Converſation, when 
= thcir Stock of Reaſon was laid out, extreme laviſh of 
= ſuch Impertinences. Leave the Pulpit to the Parſon, 
but preach within your own Walls; at leaſt by Example: 
This is more perſuanve than Words; tis within your 
Sphere, within the Liberties of your Office and Obliga- 
tion too; or at leaſt ſhrowd your own Abominations 
under a Cover; let them not take Air, they'll fit more 
eaſy on your Conſcience, and not entangle others; f 
you'll not couple together the Oftice of Chaplain an 
Maſter, don't that of Gentleman and Devil. 

Eleuthe. I perceive by your Diſcourſe, that Gentlemen 
will not gain your Good-will, unleſs they put on Fet- 
ters, and fee their Keepers. Slavery is not ſo valuable 
a Blciling, as to be purchaſed. People often buy Liber- 
ty, but ſeldom Chains. I muſt ſtand forſooth upon Re- 
ſervedneſs and Ceremony with my Lackey or Groom, 
put a Reftraint upon my Freedom, mure up my Mouth, 
and ftiſe Mirth, or elſe cry out, Jack, under favour ? 
or, pray be not ſcandalized! Is not this to put ack in the 
Coach, and perch my Lord behind it. To place Tom 
in the Parlour, and bind over Right Herfhigſul to the 
Kitchen? In ſhort, Speculation and Theory may ap- 
prove your Morals, Practice cannot. We hire Mens 
Service, not their Devotion. 

Euſeb. Very well; according ts your Caſuiſtry, Pre- 
cedents vie the Standard of Right; and then in th: 
ſame Figure and Mode it follows plain enough, that be- 
cauſe Men damn themſelves, they do it juſtly, and we 
are eternally miſerable by Law. The Conſequznce 13 
logical enough, but not too Chriſtian, However, it 
Hell have ſuch wonderful Charms, run into its Fm. 
braces : But remember there is no Return; and +. ok 
before you jump, elſe you may condemn your Folly, 
4 but 
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but not amend it; quick Reſolutions are ſoon re- 
pented. | 

Eleutherius aroſe in à Heat, and walked about the 
Room ; tis Pulſe beat high, and one might read the Trouble 
F bis Mind on his Cheeks, 

Eteuthe. I love not thoſe ſevere Morals, they cow the. 
Spirits, disjoint Converſation, and clog Freedom. Spleen 
begot 'em, Melancholy nurs'd 'em, and Envy recom- 
mended them to the Pulpit. For I find thoſe Men are. 
the great Companions of Virtue, that are not able to 
be vicious; and thoſe declaim moſt againſt Pleaſure, 
that are paſt enjoying it. Yet theſe falie Devotees wilt 
needs impoſe on Gentlemen, and ſet their Impotence 
as a Law for others. 

Euſeb. Look ye, there is no Harm done; you are 
fill Maſter of your Practice, though neither of us can 
command Principles ; theſe come not within the Pre. 
cinct of your Liberty; are neither ſubje& to Change or 
Alteration; Semper idem is their Motto. In a Word, 
Sir, 1 mould not my Diſcourſe to a Humouriſt's In- 
ciination, but to the Rules of Truth. Judgment and 
Conviction move my Tongue, not Adulation. If I have 
impoſed on you, unmaſk the Impoſture; if not, let good 
Humour run in its ordinary Channel. To ſtrike in with 
a Patient's Diſeaſe, is not Kindneſs, but Cruelty ; and I 
believe you had rather be eaſed of a Diſtemper with. 
Cologuintida, than to be ſent into the next World with, 

wles. 
7 2 It's true; but I would not be deharred of 
Elbow-room, nor willingly ſit in the Stocks, or be awed 
by a Groom or a Foot-boy. I would not bid Defiance 
to Conſcience, nor war upon the Almighty. I am wil- 
ling to condeſcend to an Agreement upon honourable 
Conditions. 8 

Euſeb. What! Will you ſtand upon Terms with your 
Maker? and article with your Creator? id ef, you'll 
_ vouchſafe to be his Servant, provided he takes off all 
Reſtraint from Nature, and give you leave to live at 
Diſcretion ? Fye, fye, Eleutherius, you are too weak to 
grapple with the Omnipotent; when he. commands, you. 


mult obey. lar. 


The GENTLEMAN [n/trudted. 57 

Eleutbe. Right, when he commands; the Queſtion is 
not de jure, but de fads, not whether he can command 
theſe Trifles you {poke of, but whether he has com- 
manded em. For, in ſhort, we bawl upon the Topic 
of Virtue and Vice, and yet we ſcarce — what we 
would be at. For what one 1 approves, an- 
other condemns; and what deſerves the Halter under 
one Elevation, merits a Patent under another. The 
Lacedemonians ranked ſubtle Thefts among the Virtues, 
and puniſhed your clumſy Lurchers; as i? the Sin con-- 
ſiſted in the Diſcovery alone. In other Places its an. 
Act of Piety to feed heartily on a deceaſed Relation, 
and an unpardonable Crime to deliver à Father over to 
the Mercy of Worms. | 

Euſes What do you mean? 

Eleuthe. I mean, that Good and Evil, Right: and 
Wrong, Virtue and Vice, lie much in Fancy and Edu- 
cation ; that Policy and Cuſtom coin theſe different. 
Notions. Why elſe is the ſame thing good under one 
Meridian, and evil under another? Popery in Lacy, 
France, and Spain, is voted orthodox; in England he- 
terodox. Beyond Seas, Faſting and Celibacy are me- 
ritorious; in England Celibacy is ſuperſtitious, vain, and 
hypocritical. So that in Concluſion, Good and. Bad 
vary with the Climate, and by conſequence take their 
Being from Imagination, Intereſt, or civil Authority; 
unleſs you'll ſay that all Mens Reaſon is not of the 
ſame Species. | 

Euſcb. No doubt, you have harangued excellently on 
the Text of Libertiniſm ; why don't you confound all: 
Religions, as well as all Actions:? 

Nean. I believe he does: For if Virtue and Vice 
differ only in Name, Faith, and Infidelity may eaſily be. 
reconciled, and then Mahometaniſm may put in as good 
Pretenſions to Revelation as Chriſtianity. 

Euſeb. Prithee, Eleutherias, talk no more of Faith, of 
Church, of Religion; thy Breath ſmells rank enough 
to fly-blow Truth, and to taint the Goſpel. 

Eleuthe. Adieu; my Buſineſs calls upon me Pray 
let our next Converſation be more palatable. 

Ey/eb. By all means; we'll talk of Wine, Women, 
and Veniſon Paſties; theſe are palatable Topics for 

X D 5 Epicures 
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Epicures and Scavingers, but not for Gentlemen and 
Chriſtians. 98 N 

Eleuthe. Gentlemen, your humble Servant. 

Euſeb. You ſee, Neander, Eleutherius's univerſal Prac- 
tice, drawn up in ſhort; can Blindneſs, Stupidity, and 
Madneis, ſoar higher? Like crowned Victims, theſe 
unhappy Creatures dance and ſing under the fatal Stroke 
without Concern, without Senſe of the Danger! They 
laugh and droll one Moment, and begin the next to 
weep eternally. Oh Frenzy ! They — in full Speed 
in the broad Way to Perdition, and will needs be told 
they {pur to Heaven ! What Notions have theſe Men of 
the other World, who live ſo madly in this! Surely 
they fanſy the Soul flaſhes into nothing, when the Body 
falls into Duſt, and that they die like Beaſts, they live 
ſo like em. Vet theſe are your well-bred Gentlemen, 
your Men cf Parts and Merit: And indeed one mutt 

ave extraordinary Breeding to compliment ourſelves 
into Hell; one muſt be witty to Madneſs, and prudent 
to Folly, to contrive our eternal Miſery ſo efficaciouſſy. 
But ſeeing they will not profit by our Inſtructions, let 
us, Neander, by their Stupidity > We'll leave them ta 
themſelves ;. their Vices can't damn us; both Glory and 
Puniſhment are perſonal; we have made a Day's Work 
of it; to-morrow we'll proſecute the ſame Subject. 


— 2 — — 


— — 


DIALOGUE V. 
A Proſecution of the ſame Subject. 


« TiLeutherius, at his Return to his Lodging, grew 
2 uneaſy and ſullen ; the late Diſcourſe had alarm'd 
„ his Fears, and awaked his Conſcience, which began 
<« in good carneft to call him to an Account, and flung 
te before him an ungrateful Journal of his Vices. The 
« unhappy Gentleman was unacquainted with ſuch Re- 
£ proaches, he ſcarce underſtood the Language, and 
« found in himſelf no Inclination to learn it. He 
«thought he had treated Conſcience ſo ill, it would 
< not haye the Confidence to return: And indeed for 
ane ne a e 
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ſeveral Years he heard no News of it; whic' made 
him ſuſpect it was deceaſed, or had taken a Iurn to 
the Indies for Diverſion. 

„ So that he knew not what to make of theſe un- 
uſual Gripes, of theſe Aches of the Stomach. At firſt 
he ſuſpected Euſebius had Intelligence with Satan, and 
cried out for a Divine and Exorciſm. For why, ſaid 
he, can't Potions conjure up from Hell the Devil of 
Fear, as well as Philtrums raiſe the Fury of Love? But 
he ſoon confeſſed, the Devil's Buſineſs was to deaden 
Remorſe, not to quicken it ; to gag Conſcience, not 
to provoke 1t into Clamours and Reproaches. 
„Though Erfebius had argued dowa tae Gentleman's 
Underſtanding, he made no Impreſſion upon his Hi; 
though this Faculty be really blind, it affects Com- 
mand, and ſeldom fails to uſurp the Government en- 
tailed on Reaſon, whenever it's ſeconded by the re- 
beilious Mabile of unruly Paſſions. Hence it comes 


* that our Judgment generally ſtrikes in with our In- 


clination, and ſeldom pronounces againſt our Intereſt 
and Pleaſure. by 

Eleutherius had been trained up in the wild Prin- 
ciples of Libertiniſm; and having taſted the Sweet- 
neſs of an uncontrouled Liberty, he found in himſelf 
no Propention to enflave his Reaſon to the Rules of 
Revelation, nor his Practice to the Laws of Morality ; 
wherefore he brib'd his Will to over-reach his Rea- 
ſon, and very eagerly helped on the Impoſture. His 
Endeavour proved ſucceſsful; for in ſpite of Con- 
viction he queſtioned the Arguments of Eaſi bius, and 
laid his late Defeat on the Weakneſs of his own Abi- 
lities, not on the Force of his Adverſary's Reaſons : 
And now his Conſcience began to teak in a lower 
Tone; it upbraided him with a fainter Accent, and 
a kind of Reſpect; nor did he doubt but a ſecond 
Conference would fend it again beyond Sea; but he 
would net leave the Caule to his own Management, 


but pitch upon his Friends, a Bariſter and a Courtier, 


whom he ſuppoſed to be mighty Wits, becauſe they 
laughed at Piety to Scandal. The Deſign was laid 
handſomely, and had a promiſing Aſpect ; for though 
the Lawyer managed his ill Tongue, tie other was 

excellent 
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excellent at his Weapon; and ſo might puſh on the 


% Cauſe with a ſteel Point, as well as with a brazen 
« Forehead. 


t Eleutherius next b eee Euſebius to favour 


4% him with a Viſit in the Evening; he promiſed to 
4 meet him at his Houſe, and put off Neander till the 
* next Day. He went at the time appointed; but 
found only Eleutherius's Lady at home. She received 


% Euſetius with Civility, and deſired. him to expect her 


% Huſband's Return. 


« She was a Lady of the Town, an Admirer of Eaſe, 
« and a mortal Enemy to Conſtraint. One Part of the 


« Morning ſhe lay in her Bed, the other ſhe fat at her 
« Toilet. She ſpent the Evening either in receiving 
« Viſits, or - returning 'em. Her Wit ran before her 


« Judgment, but her Tongue diſtanced both. In fine, 


« her Thoughts ſoared not an Inch above Earth. She 
* was wedded to the World, enchanted with the pre- 
« ſent, and unmindful of the future. 


« After ſome uſual Civilities, Pray Sir, ſaid ſhe, give 


« me leave to inquire what paſſed between my Huſ- 


*« band and you yeſterday ? He return'd in Diſorder ; 1 


* hope there was no Blood drawn.” 


Eaſeb. None: My Duelling-days, Madam, are paſt ;. 


my Sword has flept ſome Years in the Scabbard, and 


nothing but an extraordinary Occaſion ſhall releaſe it 


from that Confinement. 


Lady. Perchance you bled. his Pocket; Bleeding is 


ſenſible to ſome Conſtitutions in that Vein; and I have 
feen Perſons who wou'd let out ſeven Ounces of Blood 
with fewer Grimaces, than one.of Silver. And indeed 


#leutherins is of this Humour; his Money and Patience 


together. 


Euſeb. We paſt the Afternoon in Diſcourſe, not in 
Play, and I ſuppoſe he took Pet becauſe. we could not 


agree upon the Point in Queſtion. 

Lady. You ſurpriſe me, Sir; he and I play at Croſs- 
queſtions every Day; nay, we ſeldom are of the fame 
Opinion: Yet you would take him for a Dove, without 
Gall, without Paſſion, yea, without Senſe, he bears my 


Humour ſo tamely: Certainly you diſcuſſed a Matter of 


Importance, ta talk him into ſuch an extraordinary 
Diſtemper. 


Fj 
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Diſtemper. May I be fo rude, as to aſk you the Sub- 
je& of your Converfation-? 

EFuyſeb. Madam, the Subject was, Whether the Gen- 
try be not obliged. to practiſe Chriſtian Virtues ; and 
whether this Precept, Be perfect, falls not as heavy on 
Lords and Ladies, as on Valets de Chambres and Waiting - 


women? Eleutherius maintained the Non- obligation, and 


treated me with Heat and Paſſion, becauſe I would not 
give up the Goſpel to eſpouſe his Error. 

Lady. Indeed, Sir, I do not enter. into Mens Con- 
cerns; but I am of Opinion, that Precept reaches not 
our Sex. Our Conſtitation is delicate, ſoft, and unat- 
tempting, more fit fer Eaſe than Labour, and more in- 
clinable to Pleaſure than Pain. Befides, Liberty is our 
Favourite, and Conſtraint our mortal Enemy. The very 


Name of a Precept:chilts our Blood, and the Obligation - 
of a Command 1s an invincible Temptation to tranſgreſs. 
it. God therefore ſeeing our Nature unapt for Burden, . 
cannot ſurely over-charge it with Prohibitions or Com- 


mands, 
Euſeb. But I ſuppoſe, Madam, you have ſome Preten- 


fions to Heaven; you hope to enjoy God in the next 


World, as well as his Creatures in this. 


Lady. I'll endeavour to be happy here, and hope to 
be ſo hereafter. Surely, Sir, you don't take me for a 
Japaneſe, without Soul, without Expectation of a future 


State ? 


Euſeb. No, Madam; but of too much Liberty of 
Principle and Education too. But pray, how will you. 


find God, unleſs you ſeek him? And how will you be 
received into Heaven at your Death, unleſs you prepare 
the Way to it by Virtue in your Life ? 

Our Saviour was pleaſed to aſſure Mankind, that the 


Way to Heaven is narrow and uneven: Perchance 


your Ladyſhip has fallen upon a more convenient Road, 
and intend to ride thither in a Coach and Six. 


Lady. I feek his Will in the Bible, and his Preſence - 


in the Church, | 
Euſeb. Bat do you alſo in your Actions? Alas, Ma- 


dam, the Knowledge of God's Commands will not. 


fave you; and I fappoſe many mourn in Hell, Who 
Jometimes viſited the Church on a Szxday, _ know, 


m/ 
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Or is not this, a faithful Copy of your Practice? Is it 
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Madam, the greateſt Part of human Actions are: ef 
themſelves indifferent, and take their Value from the 
Intention: They muſt be directed to God's Honour, to 
benefit our Souls; and tend to his Glory, to forward 
our Salvation. May I be ſo bold, as to intreat your 
Ladyſhip to favour me with a brief Account of the Me- 
thod you uſe in.the Oblation of your Actions ? 

Lady. Sir, I have not yet reſolved on a Confeſſor; I 
owe no ſuch Obligation; and I am not diſpoſed to 
Works of Supererogation ; and therefore you muſt not 
expect to ſound my Conſcience, or to read my 
Thoughts. 

Euſeb. I confeſs, I am not quite furniſhed for the Em- 
ployment of Direction; and I had rather be condemn'd 
to the driving of Lyons, than to be leading of Beata's. 
But, however, ſeeing you are pleaſed to refuſe me the 


Favour I demanded, you will let me try, at leaſt, if I 
can hit on your Method. 


« Omnipotent Eternal God ! for thy Sake I intend to 
ce devote every Action of this Day to the World, without 
« leaving one Thought for Heaven. My only Care 
« ſhall be to have none, and my only Study to avoid 
« Solicitude. Fl glitter in Silks and Silver, and hang 
« Lordſhips in my Ears; though my Sons become Lac- 
«© queys, my Daughters Chambermaids, and my Huſ- 
« band faſts out my Bravery in the Kng's-Bench or the 
« Marſhalſea. I'll want nothing at Table but Appetite, 
cc and rather run upon Tick, than keep within the Bounds 
« of Frugality or Decency. After Dinner, I'll either 
« give or return Viſits,” and entertain the Company at 
« the Expence of Modeſty and Charity. And in the 
« Evening, I'll drive to Hyde-Park, and from thence 
« ftrike off to a Ball, or a Comedy.” I'Il pleaſe thoſe 
« Gallants who pleaſe me; and ſmile on thoſe who ex- 
* tol my rare Perfections. All this, O God! I offer 
s up, e. | 4 

In good earneſt, Madam, dare you banter the Moſt 
High at this monſtrous Rate? Would not ſuch an Offer- 
ing (like that of Cain) draw down a Curſe, inſtead of a 
Bleſſing? What! do we ſeek God by trampling upon 
his Commands ; and merit Heaven by deſerving Hell ? 


not 
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not your Study, your Buſineſs, your only Employment, 
to invent new Pleaſures, and then to enjoy em? Now, 
Madam, if you dare not offer up your Actions to God, 
with what Face can you expect a Reward ? Will he re- 
compenſe Vice, and crown Impiety ? Or have I miſre- 
preiented your Conduct? Don't you rave after. Plea- 
lure, Vanity, and Gallantry? 

Lady. What then ? 

Euſeb. St. Paul is very poſitive, That a Woman that 
liveth in Pleaſure, is dead while fhe liveth: She lives in 
Appearance, but is dead in Effect ; ſhe has indeed the 
Life of Senſe, but not that of Grace, and by Conſequence 
will never enjoy that of Glory. 

Lady. Pray, Sir, can't a Woman wear fine Apparel 
without forfeiting her Robe of Innocence ? Mult ſhe 
riſe from a full Table to ſuffer eternal Hunger? Mult 
ſhe be conveyed from the Play-houſe into a Place of 
Torments ? Can't we be happy in the next World, un- 
leſs we lie continually ſtretched on Racks and Tortures 
in this ? 

Zuſeb. Our Bleſſed Saviour, Madam, ſhall be heard, 
if you pleaſe, upon this Point. Woe be to the Rich, to 
thoſe that feaſt, to thoſe that laugh. You have, Madam, 
a plentiful Eſtate, you regale your Appetite, you laugh 
ſometimes at your Neighbour's Virtues, and as often at 
the Expence of his Reputation: Do not therefore our 
Saviour's Maledictions concern your Ladyſhip? And 
will he receive you in the next World with an Euge, who 
ſtrikes you with a tripple Ve in this? 

Lady. You miſapply Scripture, to forge an Argument, 
and play the declaiming Pedant : Is it a Sin to viſit 
the Play-houſe, to dance at a Ball, to have a comfort- 
able Eſtate, a well-furniſh'd Table, and upon Occaſion 
to imile ? | 

Euſeb. J anſwer firſt, though theſe Actions taken in 
Retail are not criminal, yet taken in a Lump they can't 
be innocent. For is it lawful, do you think: to conſe- 
crate all the Moments. of your Life to Eaſe and Plea. 
ſure, to careſs Paſſion, and court Senſuality ; to make 
Satisfaction the Principle and End of all your Deſires 
and Endeavours, and not to give Virtue the very Place 
of an Acceſſory ? What mean thoſe Precepts of Self- 
Sort | ; denial, 
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denial, of Suffering, of mortifying the Sallies of the 

Fleſh ? Do they ſtand for Cyphers in the Goſpel, or 

were they made merely to tranſgreſs? Did the Son of 

God eſpouſe our Nature with all its Infirmities ? Did: 

he ſuffer Hunger, Perſecution, Whips, and Death, to 

zurchaſe us Grace, to be drawn from Hyde-Park to the 

heatre, from thence to Balls and Feaſts? Did we come 

into the World to dance Minnets and Rigadoons ? To: 

| fing Airs, either amorous or uncharitable ? 

| Secondly. To ſee a Play that is either innocent or in- 
| ſtructive, is no Sin. But then to ſee five hundred 
1} Plays, that from the Prologue to the Epilogue are either. 
1 Ruft with Blaſphemy, or larded with Atheiſm, or em- 
| broidered with Smut and Ribaldry, is a Sin. Can a 
| | Chriſtian: with a ſafe Conſcience take pleaſure in hear- 
ing the Name of his Redeemer reviled, in ſeeing 

1 every Part of his crucified Saviour re-crucified in hor- 
| rid Oaths? Does a Spectator of this ſecond Cruci- 
1 pxion bear him more Reverence than thoſe of his firſt ? 
l: Can you ſee, without a Crime, Virtue brought every- 
| Evening to the Scaffold, either as a Criminal or a Har- 
| lequin, to be puniſhed or hooted at; and Vice tread: 
the Stage firſt with Pomp, and then go off with Re- 


P 


- ward? Is it not a Sin to countenance one ? And who 
eountenances thoſe Scenes of Libertiniſm, but thoſe. 
who pay the Players, and applaud the Poet ? 

I do not ſay it's a Crime precifely to dance ſometimes - 
at a Ball, to ſing an Air alamode, to enjoy a fair Eſtate, 
to fit at a full Table, or to wear a gaudy Mantua, if 

on clear Accounts with Merchants and Taylors. But, 
Madam, —— Amuſements are waited on by ſo violent, 
ſo provoking Temptations, that a Lady ſmitten (to 
Tranſport — Dotage with theſe Vanities) will certainly 
fall into many crying Offences, and by conſequence 
draw down upon her ſinful Head both the Maledictions 
and Vengeance of our Bleſſed Saviour. 

For alas! if the moſt watchful are ſometimes ſur- 
priſed, are not thoſe in danger who ſleep in the very 
Camp of their Enemies ? If thoſe Chriſtizns can ſcarce 
overcome the Allurements of Vice, who confine them- 

ſielves to Retirement and Solitude; who check Appe- 
rite, who baulk Paffion, and crucify the Fleſh Par x | 
als. 
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thoſe withſtand the Attacks of Concupiſcence, the Aſ- 
faults of Satan, the fawning Charms of the World, who 
inlame the Blood with High- feeding, who embolden 
Paſſion by a criminal Condeſcendence, and fooliſhly 
brave the Force of the Devil's battering Engines, with- 
out the Armour of Prayer, Humility, and Mortifi- 
cation ? 

Lady. Pray, Sir, be pleaſed to cut out ſome Work 
for Ladies ; ſet 'em a Taſk, regulate their Employment : 
I ſuppoſe you'll remove us at leaſt four Miles from Lon- 
don, as the Government does, on Occaſion, Papiſtis; or 
provide us with Wheels and Flax; or confine us to the 
Diary, to make Cheeſe-cakes and Cuſtard; for the Family. 

Euſeb. No, Madam, Town Air is proper for your 
Complexion. I am not for Removal into the Campaign, 
nor for gracing your Ladyſhip with the Title of Spin- 
ſtreſs (though perchance the Law does) I am of no le- 
velling Principles; Quality has Prerogatives, and I 
would have you maintain 'em: But then if you are a 
Lady, you are alſo a Chriſtian, and muſt make good 
the Character; 1d e, you muſt love thoſe very things 
= hate, and hate thoſe you dote on: Eaſe is your 

arling, and Pleaſure your favourite Inclination ; you 
muſt withdraw your Affection from the one, and pro- 
ſecute the other with Averſion; you pamper your Body 


to Exceſs, and careſs it almoſt to Idolatry; you muſt 


treat it like an Enemy ; you muſt cut. off all ſuperfluous 
Solicitude, and ſtint it to what is merely neceflary ; 
your Equipage and Furniture muſt anſwer your Rank, 
not your Vanity ; and you muſt meaſure 'em alſo by 
your Huſband's Eftate, as well as by his » gn th yow 
muſt educate your Children in the Fear of God, and 
give them Breeding ſuitable to their Extraction. 

Her Ladyſhip flew into a Paſſion; and had not 
« Elcutherius return'd in the Nick of Time, Eu/ebius 
might have found by Experience, that good Counſel. 
is often- times ill received: But E/utherius's Preſence- 
* conjured the Tempeſt. He begg'd Eu/ebius's Pardon 
« for having diſappointed him, and told him ingenuouſly, 
he came from beating the Drum, to invite two Vo- 


lunteers to continue the Combat; but they refuſed to 


« enter into Service. 
* Pray. 
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- © Pray, Sir, replied Euſebius, let the Controverſy 
t ſleep; I have delivered my Opinion, if it jars with 
yours, I cannot help it; you are your own Maſter. 
* After {ome indifferent Diſcourſe, Eu/etiys returned 
* home, and the next Day gave a Viſit to Neander, 
* and proſecuted his former Diſcourſe thus.“ | 


8 
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Euſebius nfirudts Neander in the Duties that regard 
eur Neighbour. 


yn Touched briefly, at our laſt Meeting, the Branch 
1 of Chriftian Duty that relates to God. Þ'll 
now ſum up the moſt eſſential Parts of your Obliga- 
tion towards your Neighbour, 


| I. | 

Lowe your Neighbour as your ſelf, ſays the Text; and 
our Blefled Redeemer aſſures us, that Love, Concord, 
and Union, are the moſt diſtinguiſhing Qualities of a 
Chriſtian. The primitive Believers ſet ſuch a Value 
on this darling Virtue of God made Man, that one 
Heart ſeem'd to animate all their Bodies, and one Soul 
to govern all their Actions: So that the very Heathens, 
who hated their Religion, admired their Charity, and 
were forced to confeſs, that nothing but a Divine Hand 
could ſtrike that heavenly Concord from ſuch a Diſcord 
of Humours, Inclinations and Intereſts. 

And leſt Self-love might reſtrain the Word Proximus, 
as the Jeaus confine it, to Countrymen, Friends, and 
Relations, our Saviour has been pleaſed to extend it 
to all Mankind; ſo that without Diſtinction, without 
Limitation, it takes in the whole Species. Whoſoever 
bears the Impreſs of God on his Forchead, though he 
carry that of the Beaſt on his Heart, is ſtill our Neigh- 
bour. No Diſtance of Place can cut off the Affinity, 
no Length of Time can wear out the Obligation. 

Nor muſt this Divine Virtu eonly play on our Tongue, 
or evaporate into genteel Diſcourſes, or ſmooth Com- 
pliments 
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pliments wrapt up in Terms of Courtſhip; no, it muſt 

not end in Grimace or Ceremony, but ſtand the Teſt 

of Action; fine Proteſtations of Kindneſs too, too often 

veil traiterous Deſigns, and ſugar'd Words poiſondus In- 

tentions: Nor is it a new Treachery, to preſent the Olive 

of Peace with one Hand, and the Stiletto with the other. 
II. 

. Chriſtian Charity, taken in its full Latitude, im- 
plies Precepts both negative and poſitive ; by thoſe you 
are moſt ſeverely forbid to contrive any Miſchief againſt 
your Neighbour; by theſe you are commanded to be as 
uſeful to him as your Circumſtances permit, and his 
Neceſſities require. ; 

III. 

Hence you muſt not invade your Neighbour's Ho- 
nour, nor make any Attempt upon his Reputation: A 
good Name is no contemptible Treaſure; the wiſe 
Man prizes it above an Eſtate; it ſets off Birth, and 
gives an Air even to Poverty; it ſhines brighter than 
Wealth, and ſparkles more than all the Tinel Gawdry 
of Fortune; it ſupports Grandeur, and ſweetens Miſ- 
fortune. A Bankrupt that has loſt his Coin, if he has 
not forfeited his Honour, has a Refource at Command. 
Though his Fortune be fallen, he has a Fund to re- 
build it on! But a Man without Honour is dead to all 
the Offices of Society and Commerce: Now, when his 
moral Capacity lies in the Grave, his phyſical one 
alone creates Miſery and Contempt to himſelf; Sport 
for ſome, and Pity for others. . 

God has fo entailed this Bleſſing to every Individual, 
that it's not at our Diſpoſal; we can neither- make over 
this Property by Deed of Gift, Bill of Sale, or mort- 
gage it at pleaſure. Much leſs can any other Man lay 
any Claim to it. You may commence a Suit of Law 
againſt me, if you think I am your Debtor ; but you 
Cai,'t put in a Bill againſt my Honour. If I had wrong'd 
you, ſue for Satisfaction; ſtrain my Goods, but aitail 
not my good Name, 

Yet, good God! with what Freedom, with what 
Poldneis do we attack our Neighbour's Reputation ? 
One would chink Fame, like bona adeſpita, Goods with - 
out Owner, bclonged to the firic Invader. N 

1 a | Detraction 
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Detraction is univerſally the Diſcourſe a/amede, not 
only among the Fry, but alſo among the Nobility, 
Our Converſations are _ and carried on at our 
Neighbour's Expence, and ſo we laugh and riot at free- 
coſt ; we drag out his moſt ſecret Failings to the Bar, 
nay, and haul 'em to Execution without Authority, 
without Warrant, yes, with a greater Crime. 

Suppoſe his Crimes were real; what then? Who 
made us Judges? Who commiſſioned us to hang the 
Delinquent in — 2 To proclaim on the Houſe- tops 
what he committed in his Cloſet? Though he has loſt 
his Honour in the Sight of God, he ſtands fair in the 
Eſteem of Men, and has right to continue ſo, till his 
Crimes betray themſelves, — expoſe his Iniquity to the 
Public: If he has done ill, God will call him to a ſe- 
vere Account; but we muſt not intermeddle. It's our 
Duty to pity a Sinner, and to pray for him; but not 
to upbraid him. | 

I only jefted, ſays one. But why muſt I pay for 


eft, you ſtab my Reputation in earneſt. But beſides, 
y this very Excuſe, you — yourſelf a Fool, 
to prove your Innocence: For to jeſt and to play the 
Fool, are in Practice ſynonimous. 
He is my Enemy, ſays another. Did you inform 


55 Drverfion? Though you publiſh my Faults in 


the Company of this Circumſtance, you might perchance 


detra& more, and fin leſs; for who believes an Enemy ? 
On ſuch an Occaſion all goes for Satire and Invective. 


When the Heart is out of Tune, the Tongue never goes 


right , but you whet and oil your Darts, that they may 
Pierce deeper. You command me to conceal your Paſ- 
fion, and then detect my Life, to ſhew me for a Mon- 
fter; and thus: you call in Artifice to ſecond Malice, 
and miſuſe your Wit, to ruin an Innocent,. and to en- 
hance your Guilt. 

But why am I your Enemy ? Becauſe I would not re- 
folve to be your Dupe. You ſet Traps to enſnare me; 


J diſcovered the Ambuſcade, and had Wit to avoid it: 
And thus you take the Liberty to beſpatter my Fame, 


becauſe you wanted Power to affront my Perſon. 
Yet, though I am your Enemy, you are not, I ſup- 
poſe, an Infidel, If I have failed in my Duty, muſt 
; you 
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you betray yours for Company ? You are a Chriſtian, 


and muſt therefore either forget or forgive. My Im- 
piety cannot warrant yours: Revenge is cauſa major, 
and only belongs to the Court of the Moſt High. At 
his Bar alone we muſt plead our Cauſe, and from his 
upright Judgment we muſt expect Redreſs. 

Ah, dear Neander! Let us turn our Eyes homeward, 
and examine our own Conduct; we may perchance 
find there Matter for Satyr, and Work for Repentance. 
Here we may blame without Detraction, and condemn 
without Sin. But it is both mean and unchriſtian, like 
Flies, to hover about our Neighbour's Stores. Put a 
Centinel over your Tongue; it's a ſlippery Member ; 
Nature has framed it for Motion, and Malice has fitted 
it for any Miſchief; a Child can ſet it a running, but 
all the Force of Reaſon, all the Checks of Conſcience, 
are not able to ſtop it in its Career. 

But, above all Things, be cautious and tender of 
Ladies Reputations: A Woman's Honour, like her 
Sex, is ſoft complexioned; the very Breath ſullies its 
Luſtre, and a Touch daſhes it in Pieces. Wounds made 
by the Tongue (like the biting of Crocodiles) are above 
the healing Virtue of Balſam, and the Skill of Surgery. 
Jed dentibus laceravit, nunquam ſanatur. An indiſereet 
Word bolted out ac random, without Deſign, without 
Malice, oftentimes ſtabs the Fame of the — Sex, 
and every Wound is mortal. 

My Blood has often curdled in my Veins, when 1 
heard Gentlemen magnify their infamous Conqueſts, and 
raiſe cruel Trophies on the Ruins of Womens Honour : I 
had not Patience to hear the Bravades, nor Power to hinder 
them. What will theſe People bluſh at, thought I, who 
proclaim their Infamy, and promulge their Shame? 
Certainly they muſt think it a fine thing to be a Mon- 
ſter, why elſe do they triumph in Lewdneſs, and ſport 
with Debauchery ? 

Theſe mighty Victories are either real or pretended ; 
if real, can Fancy frame any thing more diſingenuous, 
more diabolical, than firſt to wheedle a Lady out of her 
Innocence, and tken to proflitute her Honour to the 
wanton Caprice-of a Club of Reprobates, who will not 
fail to diſcover her Shame at the next Rendezvous, 
and to multiply their own Crimes by lampooning 1 
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Here is a brace of Sins, both ſmell ſtrong of Malice, 
both forebode Damnation. | 
It pretended only, the Crime is yet of a deeper Dye; 
it is of a more formidable Aſpect, of a more gigantic 
Size: Here is Innocence at the Block, and Guilt com- 
mits the Murder. 

I know in the next World God will call to a moſt 
ſevere Account theſe Chriſtian Canibals that welter in 
Blood, and, like famiſhed Wolves, worry their own 
Species. But I would: have the Wiſdom of the Nation 
make ſome Proviſion agahiſt ſuch brutal, ſuch inhuman 
Attempts. Why ſhall a Highwayman hang for taking 
my Purſe, and a Rake go unpuniſhed, who invades 
my Honour? Why ſhall' a Rape upon a Woman's 
Body be revenged with a Haltes, and Violence upon 
her Fame be rewarded with Applauſe ? If the Faults be 
greater, why are not the Puniſhments at leaſt equal ? 
Why is there not a Reſtraint on the Tongue, as well 
as on the Hands? Is it becauſe it's leſs capable of Dil. 
Cipline ? What, muſt the greatneſs of the Miſchief be a 
Plea for Impunity ? Becauſe this funy fetulant Member 
commits more diſmal Crimes than our whole Bedy, 
mult it enjoy a more uncontrouled Liberty ? I would 
have theſe Beaſts of Prey forced out of Savageneſs and 
Crueity by Law and Diſcipline; they ſhould be clapt 
in the Pound, or cooled with a hot Iron: Or «at leut 
we ſhould keepin pay a Brigade of Hunters, to ferret our 
- Defamators, and to clear the Nation of this noxious Ver- 
min, as once we did of Wolves: But I fear the Diſtemper 
is paſt Cure; thoſe who are infected, carry the Conta- 
gion to the Grave; not one in a thouſand repents. 

Man. Why ſo? Is Detraction one of thoſe Sins that 
are neither pardoned in this Life nor the other? True 
Sorrow is a Catholicon, an univerſal Salve for all the 
Wounds of Conſcience. 

Euſeb. Right, true Repentance has a kind of Omni- 
potence; it diſarms divine Juſtice, and turns God into 
Mercy; but then it muſt be true, real, ſincere. Nou, 
do you think theſe Men of Honour, as they are pleaſed 
to {tile themſelves, will ever reſolve te repair a ruined 
Reputation at the Expence of their own ? Will they 
ſet a disjointed Fame at their own Charge? No, no! 

Near. 
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Wen. Can't I re- inſtate a Man in the juſt Poſſeſſion 
of his Honour, without forfeiting my own? Exprefs 
your Mind clearer, I conceive not what you would 
be at. * | 

Euſeb. Detraction is a Sin againſt Juſtice, and there- 
fore by the Laws of God and Nature the Offender lies 
under an indiſpenſible Obligation of indemnifying the in- 
jured Perſon, Nox remittitur peccatum, donec reftituatur 
ablatum. Now the Detractor rifles his Neighbour's 
Honour, he blaſts his Reputation, he muſt therefore 
make good the Loſs; and as the Tongue is guilty of 
the Theft, ſo it muſt make Satisfaction: For the 
Wounds of Honour are only healed by the Inſtrument 
that made em. The Criminal muſt acknowledge his 
Fault, he muſt confeſs that Paſſion run away with his 
Reaſon ; that Malice carried him beyond his Duty, and 
Truth alſo; that what he laid to his Neighbour's 
Charge, was hatched in his own Brain, or taken upon 
Credit; and if a bare Afleveration will not do the 
Work, he muſt back his Confeſſion with an Oath. 

Manu. This is ſevere : What, muſt a Gentleman give 
himſelf the Lie? Fleſh and Blood cannot practiſe ſuch 
rigorous Morals; the Remedy is worſe than the Diſ- 
eaſe; and if your Caſuiſtry be orthodox, it is eaſier for 
a Camel to paſs through the Eye of a Needle, than for 
a Detractor to enter into Heaven. 

Eiſeb. Under favour, Neander, the leaſt Sin is a greater 
Evil than the greateſt Infamy ; and I hold it much 


more ea'y to bluſh for an Aſperſion, than to burn for it 


eternally. 

Man. Don't Men charge up to the Cannon's 
Mouth to gain Honour, and leave their Bodies in the 
Breach to be carried off with Applauſe ? Nay, do they 
not oftentimes march up to the Out-works of Hell, to 
maintain their purchaſed Reputation? Can you there- 
fore think, that thoſe. Bravoes, who tremble more at 
the Shadow of a Diſgrace, than at all the Terrors of 
Damnation, will buy Pardon at the Expence of their 
Honour ? 

Euſeb. The Queſtion, dear Neander, is not what Men 
do, nor what Men will do, but what they ſhould do. 
Were Practice the Standard of Duty, we might re- 
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form the Goſpel as well as the Calendar; we migle 
turn thoſe Woes God has pronounced againſt Inju. 
ſtice, Drunkenneſs and Whoredom, upon Tultice, So. 
briety and Chaſtity : For it's certain theſe Virtues are 
invitible in Practice, and thoſe Vices are too too 
faſhionable. But, Neander, though Cuſtom and Prac. 
tice may enhance Guilt, they cannot leſſen it. 

Men are fond of Honour to Madneſs and Frenzy, 
It's a nali me tangere; the leaſt Attempt upon this darling 
Folly is often revenged with Murder. But then, me- 
* the Inclination we have to conſerve our own 
Fame, ſhould inſpire ſome Tenderneſs for that of our 
Neighbour. For have we not Reaſon to ſuppoſe, he is 
no leſs acquainted with the Value of this ineſtimable 
Treaſure than ourſelves, and that he would be as un- 
willing to expoſe it to the Mercy of petulant Tongues ? 
Perchance, Neander, I rate it to the Height of its 
Worth, yet I give God's Favour the Preference: One 
Grain of his Divine Grace outweighs a Tun of a Hec- 
tor's Reputation. In a Word, I would live an Age un- 
der the Strokes of the moſt picquant Diſgrace, I would 
ſheath in my Breaſt all the Darts of Malice, Envy and 
Poverty, either to die innocent, or repentant ; for all 
theſe Miſeries are fleeting and tranſitory ; but the Re- 
ward of Virtue, and the Puniſhment of Vice, are both 
eternal. If therefore your Men of Honour will ra- 
ther ſtand by their Crimes, than recant, I would have 
them trained up in the Diſcipline of Bedlam ; a Switch 
is the beſt Remedy againſt Madneſs. : 

Beſides, why is an humble Confeſſion a degrading 
Satisfaction? The Name of a Chriſtian is glorious ; 


How then can the Duty lie under Reproach ? If .the 


Profeſſion be honourable, the Practice of it cannot be 


ſhameful. Why then do we tremble at Shadows, and 


run from Monſters that take their Deformity from Ima- 
gination. | | 

1 did not . bluſh to wound my Neighbour's good 
Name; why ſhould I be aſhamed to heal it? Sin ſhould 
be waited on by Infamy, as it is by Remorſe; and Re- 
pentance ſhould be accompanied by Glory; but by a 
ſtrange Legerdemain the Devil has turned the Tables, 


and tacked Shame to this, and Impudencs to * 
ut 
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But however, Repentance is an honeſt Act; it is wor- 
thy of a Man, and the indiſpenſible Duty of a Chri- 
ſtian; why then ſhould it fear a Witneſs ? The Dif- 
ference between good and ill Men lies not in the 
Eſteem of Virtue, but in the Practice; for both equally 
ralue it. But the firſt only poſſeſs it, becauſe the others 
will not go to the Charge of procuring it. 

Nean. Pray, is not Fear a clowniſh Vice; a female 
Weakneſs? Does it not ſit ungenteelly on Quality ? 
Now what can bring a Gentleman to the Bar, and 
clap him on his Knees, with a Pray forgive me in his 
Mouth, but this mean Paſſion ? 

Euſeb. You are miſtaken; Cowardice and Fear are 
neither ſynonymous in Philoſophy, nor Morals : That 
is always a Vice, this is often a Virtue, When Pru- 
dence commands Fear, Boldneſs is Temerity and Fol- 
lv: It is Cowardice to deſpond and ſink under a Dan- 
ger, that Valour can ſubdue ; but it is Raſhneſs to en- 
gage with one above the Strength of human Force. 
Has then a Gentleman Jeſs Courage, becauſe he trem- 
bles at the impartial Juſtice of an enraged Deity ? Be- 
cauſe he dares not wreſtle with the . Omnipotent, or 
ſtand the Shock of his Fury? Becauſe he'll rather re- 
pent, than die in Obſtinacy ; and rather return to his 
Duty, than ſuffer eternally for tranſgreſſing it? Nean- 
der, let not the wild Notions of our pretended Gen- 
tlemen be your Guides: Their Principles are as cor- 
rupt as their Practice, and their Reaſon is as bad as 
their Conſcience. 

Fwy Are you not a Member of the Port-royal 
ub? 

E:jeb. Why do you atk this Queſtion ? 

Near. I am told they are mighty Patrons % la morale 


ſorere; they preach up Rigour to ſuch an exorbitant 


Height, that one would think God's great Prerogative, 
Mercy, was either worn out, or extinct. Your Mo- 
rals have a Flavour of Rigoriſm; they are four, mo- 
roſe, ill-natur'd, and call for a Dram of Charity, For 
look ye, Sir, Detraction, as the World goes, is no 
Phantaſm, it's a very real Thing, and keeps good 
Company: This alone pours Life into Converſation ; 
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it quickens Diſcourſe ; without it Mirth would languiſh, 
and 1 Humour fleep. I have ſeen your Seventh. 
form Wits as mute as if their Mouths were pad-lock- 
ed, when any ſerious and innocent Subject came in 
their Way; but when their Neighbour's Conduct was 
brought before them, their Tongues run before their 
1 they would take his Life in pieces, they 
would rip up his Breaſt, difle& his Thoughts, and then 
draw Demonſtrations from mere Conjectures; they 
would hand his Reputation about the Table, till it 
fell to the Ground, and blow over it, till it ſmell as 
rank as the Breath that cauſeth the Stench, and dif. 

rged the Infection. Notwithſtanding, theſe People 
Ro to be ſaved, without ſtooping to the Satisfaction 
you ſpeak of. In ſhort, every Man endeavours by De- 
traction and Outrage to undermine his Brother's Fame, 
and no Man ſo much as thinks of repairing it. Nay, 
I never heard the Clergy recommend it to dying Per- 
ſons as a Duty; but either as an Act of Decency, or 
of Ecification. Can I ſuppoſe you are better informed 
of a ſtrict Obligation than the Min ry? Or better 
verſed in Caſuiſtry than Divines ? Euſebius, let us damn 
no body. 

Euſeb. I remember when ſtigmatized Villains with 
Narratives and Diſcoveries libelled honeſt Patriots into 
Newgate, and cut off their Honours and Lives with 
Fears and Jealouſies; when they ſewed the Innocent 
in Bear-ſkins, and then ſet all the Beagles of the Fac- 
tion about their Ears; when they profaned Bailies with 
Perjuries, and butchered their Fellow. ſubjects Fame at 
the Bar, to quarter their Bodies at Jyburn. Theſe 
Knights of the Poſt flung not up, I ſuppoſe, their Pre- 
tenſions to Heaven: Though I have not ſeen any Re- 
cantation ; yet I am ſure, unleſs God nulls all the 
Laws of Nature, and calls in the Goſpel, or iſſues 
out under his Great Seal an Amneſty, they will fall ſhort 
of their Expectation. | 

I confeſs, this Diſeaſe of the Tongue is epidemical ; 
the Uſe of Speech has ſo ſwerved from its original In- 
ſtitution, that it is become an Incumbrance and a 


Snare to Mankind, I look upon the Faculty rather 
| as 
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s a Penalty, than a Prerogative ; and were we di- 
veſted of it, though we ſhould be unfit for Converſa- 
tion, we might hope to be more innocent. Now, whe- 
ther our Calumniators hoped to be ſaved, is a Queſtion. 
I am apt to believe their Religion and Conſcience are 
of a-piece, and that they confine their Fears, Hopes 
and Deſires, within the Compaſs of this World : For 
certainly, the Dread of eternal Fire might cool their 
Paſſions, and check their Malice. Were they perſuaded 
of another World, would they not fall with more Scru- 
ple, and riſe with more Vigour ? But if they hope for 
Salvation without Satisfaction, they build on a deceit- 
ful Bottom. 

Neander, Once more let me adviſe you to be tender 
of your Neighbour's Honour. Give Ear to the Voice 
of Nature, that commands you 70 do as you would be done 
5: You can't chuſe but hear this juſt, this equitable 
Admonition, unleſs we ſtop our Ears, and caſt Reaſon 
into a mortal Lethargy; nay, we muſt approve the 
Counſel, ſo that we can neither plead Ignorance nor 
Impotence. And certainly, a ſick Man deſerves ra- 
ther Laughter than Pity, that will rather ſtruggle with 
a Diſeaſe, and groan under the Pangs of a burning Fe- 
ver, than apply a Remedy. 

Yet, after all, I grant a disjointed Reputation is 
not eaſily ſet ; and therefore I beſeech you, to avoid a 
Miſchief, that draws after it ſuch a diſmal Conſe- 
"_— If other Men have a mind to be eternally mi- 
erable, let them have that Satisfaction; but be not ſo 
ill adviſed, as to wait on them. Should a man put fire 
to his Houle, or leap into a boiling Cauldron, the Fro- 
lic would ſcarce go round. Yet certainly, thoſe that 
break in upon another Man's good Name, and never 
reſolve to repair the Injury, hazard a Thing more pre- 
cious than a Houſe or Life. Why therefore ſhall we 
refuſe to comply in one Caſe, and not in the other ? 

I have made a ſhort Survey of Detraction, and laid 
before you a faint Proſpe& of its dangerous Conſe- 

uences : But it avails not the Patient to know the 
ature of his Diſtemper, unleſs he be told the Reme- 
dy. I will therefore * a Recipe, — 
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dhe Phyſician's Method is applicable to Diſeaſes of 
he Soul, no leſs than to thoſe of the Body. We 
muſt ſtrike at the Cauſe, before we can hope to 
maſter the Effect. Now if we trace Detraction up 
to its Origin, we ſhall find it ſpring from Pride 
and Envy: For it's a kind of Apoſteme that lies at 
the Heart, and breaks out at the Mouth. 

Though all Sins have a Flavour of Pride, yet De- 
traction has a greater Doſe of this bad Humour than 
ordinary. It's the chief Ingredient of this outragious 
Crime; it diſcompoſes the Stomach, and then imme. 
diately gives the Heart-burning ; and then the Tongue, 
which is its Index, falls into Diſorders. A Man ſmit- 
ten, like young Narciſſus, with his own Excellencics, 
looks down from the Pinnacle of his ſoaring Coneeit 
on other Mortals as Vaſſals; he fanſies Praiſe is an In- 
heritance intailed on his Merit; that either to reſpect 
or honour another, is to invade his Property, and to 
ſet againſt him an uſurping Competitor. Hence he 
runs in Queſt of a Foil, to make his own Perfections 
appear more gaudy, and ſparkle with more Eclat. 
Now what can give a more charming Turn to his 
ſuppoſed Talent, than his Rival's Folly ? Hence he 
Tallies up in a Body all the auxiliary Forces of Anger 
and Revenge ; he takes the Field, and maraudes up- 
on his Fame; he diſſects the poor Creature's Actions, 
and expoſes the whole Anatomy of his private Tranſ- 

reſſions to the View and Cenſure of the Public: For 
Fe wiſely fanſies, that the Fabric of his Vanity will 
ſtand unmoveable on the Ruins of a Rival's Reputa- 
tion. Did the Breaſts of the proud and haughty- mind- 
ed Men lie open to Sight; could we rifle all the ab- 
ſtruſe and dark Receſſes of their Hearts, what Sallies 
of Joy ſhould we diſcover at the moſt innocent Over- 
fights of a Competitor? And then, whoever crows 
within at the Misfortune, will proclaim it at the firſt 
Occaſion : For Joy, like Grief, is a ſtifling Humour, 
unleſs it throws off the Oppreſſion. 

If therefore you deſire to ſpeak ill of nobody, think 
not too well of yourſelf ; ſet not too exorbitant a Price 
upon your Merits ; remember you are no Phoenix, ” 

only 
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only Individual of your Species; thoſe Qualities you 
poſſeſs, are mere Gratuities, the Effects of God's Li- 
berality, not of your Deſerts; you had no Right to 
be, much leſs to be great, beautiful, or rich. Is it not 
Madneſs therefore for you, who can lay claim to no- 
thing, to ingroſs all the Gifts of Nature and Fortune? 
Think not, God has exhauſted his Treaſury on you 
alone; he ſcatters his Favours where he pleaſes; and 
if he provides more plentifully for your Neighbour 
than for you, why do you complain? Muſt you be 
evil, becauſe God is good? Muſt you caſt a malicious 
Glance at another, becauſe he has received ſome 
Marks of his great Maker's Kindneſs ? Diicompoſe not 
your 'Thoughts for other Peoples Advantages, but en- 
joy your own with Thankfulneſs. Fix juſt Bounds to 
your Defires, as well as to your Undertakings, other- 
wiſe you'll rear up imaginary Caſtles of Greatneſs, to 
create to yourſelf a real Torment. | 

But if you will contend for an honourable Poſt, ma- 
nage the Conteſt fairly; puſh on your Pretenſions with 
Virtue and Generoſity. Let Merit bear away the 
Prize, not Outrage ; and if your Rival carry off the 
Advantage, rather applaud the Conqueſt, than revile 
him. By leſſening his Parts or Conduct, you bur- 
leſque your own; but then if you complain, and curſe 
in a Corner, you only betray your Impotence, III- na- 
ture, and Impiety. In fine, look at your Failings and 
his through the ſame Glaſs, and you'll fee an humbling 
Spectacle; you'll behold ſo many Objects worthy of 
Blame, that you'll have no great Stomach to cenſure 
others, 

Envy is the ſecond Source of Detraction. This is 
an ill- natured Vice, it loves III for IIl's ſake, and 
takes Pleaſure in Torment; it is a kind of Turnkey 
by Birth, and an Executioner by Profeſſion ; it feecs 
on Stench, and ſucks Rats-bane from Balms, and In- 
fection from Perfumes ; it never docs a good Turn, 
but when it deſigns an ill one; and ſeldom takes 
Things by the Right-handle; Miſchief makes up its 
Employment, Plagues and Famines are its Diverſion, 
its Smiles are like blazing Comets, which either hatch 

L 3 Trea- 
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Treaſon, or portend it. What Wonder, if a Man poſ- 
ſeſled by this Fiend plays the Devil, who is firnamed 
Accuſator Fratrum ! 

But though any Miſchief lies within the Reach of an 
envious Man's Wiſh, many are removed out of the 
Verge of his Power: Some move too high to be ſhot 
at, others too low ; but neither Place nor Station is a 
ſuthcient Fence againſt the Tongue. A Dwarf may 
engage with a Giant at this Weapon, or a Clown 
with a Lord. And for this Reaſon, when the envious 
Man can't come at his Antagoniſt's Perſon, he ſets up 
his good Name, and falls foul upon his Honour; and 
when by the Help of keen Satyr and falſe Gloſſes, 
he has beat down the Out-works that fenced his For- 
tune from Infult and Ruin, he draws his Cannon nearer, 
and raiſes Batteries againſt his Grandeur and Eftate that 
ſupport it: Forhe knows that the beſt built Fortune can't 
be ſtable, when Reputation, that propt it, is removed. 
Thus we ſee Socrates kept his — and even tri- 
umphed over the Calumnies of his Accuſers, whilſt his 
Reputation interpoſed. But when a buffooning Come- 
dian drolled him into Contempt, he appeared no leſs 
guilty before the Judges, than deſpicable on the Stage. 
So that in Concluſion, Envy found him guilty, and the 
Senate pronounced the Sentence. 

Methinks it is ſuperfluous to difſuade a man from 
this Vice. Intereſt is more powerful than Reaſon. 
We dote on Pleaſure, and run from Pain by the In- 
ſtinct of Nature. Who will not rather chuſe a Priſon 
with Satisfaction, than a Palace with Torment? But 
an envious Man, inſtead of following the Current of 
Nature, bears up againſt it. He labours for Labour's 
ſake, and drudges 2 che mere Expectation of Miſery. 
He leads the Life of Cain, haunted with the Spectres of 
his own Crimes from within, and with a thouſand Jea- 
louſies from abroad ; other Peoples Happineſs creates 
his Torments ; their Proſperity gnaws his Entrails; 
and his Impotence, to over-caſt the Sun-ſhine of their 
Fortune, claps him on the Wheel. Now a Man that 
can fall in love with Pain, and court Diſquiet, muſt 
not be caſt in the ſame Mould that other Mortals 
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are: And therefore 1 ſhould think it as eaſy to diſ- 
ſuade People from Envy, as from vaulting down a 
Precipice. 

But beſides, a Man that envies others, is always paid 
in the ſame Coin; his Honour will be as roughly 
handled ; when one conteſts with Multitudes, he ſtands 
on the lower Ground, and fights at a Difadvantage. 
This is the envious Man's Cafe: For he can't but 
. know the diſingenuous Deſcants on others Actions will 
reach the Ears of the offended Perſons. Defaming Re- 
ports have a miraculous Sympathy with thoſe, that Dif- 
tance of Place is not able to dead the Echo; they rebound 
from Tongue to Tongue, are toſſed from Hand to Hand, 
till they come to the Knowledge of the Injured ; and 
, like Snow- balls, they increaſe in the Jour- 
ney. What a grating Noiſe then will they make in 
the Ears of the defamed Perſon ? Will not he think of 
Repriſals? Will he not treat your Honour with as 
little Regard as yon have his? And God fend ſuch an 
eaſy Satisfaction may aſſuage his Reſentment, When 
Men fit Judges in their own Cauſe, they make the 
Bills of Loſſes and Damages riſe high; who knows but 
they may demand Blood, and ſacrifice your Life to the 
Manes of their murdered Reputation ? 

In fine, Neander, 2 you muſt die. When 
Death hath ſcaled your Eyes, you'll find all the Darts of 
the Tongue ſhot at your Neighbour, ſtick in your own 
Soul; you'!! feel the Smart, 4 will find no Lenitive, 


no Cure : Why then ſhall we run headlong into thoſe + 


Crimes we muſt either deplore here, or burn for here- 


after? Let us look before us, and not, like Beaſts, 


follow the mere Imprefions of Paſſion. Let us thew 
we are Men, not by our Vices, but by our Virtues. 
To have Reaſon, and to act againſt it, is to debaſe our 
Species. 

IV. 


As God has fenced our Neighbour's Fame, ſo he has 
been careful to guard his Poſſeſſions againſt all the 
Attempts of Ava ice and J juſticc. Non frraberis, ſays 
ke in the Decalous, Deu ſhalt not ſical; and then he 
threatens the Criminal with the Sentence of his igh 
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Diſpleaſure, unleſs he cancels the Tranſgreſſion with a 
fincere Repentance. I apprehend, — ſome Gen- 
tlemen miſtake this Command; they fanſy it reaches 


only Pads, Cut-purſes, or Highwaymen : Bat this is a 


Miſtake ; it takes in all who act againſt the Laws of 
2 and for this Reaſon, I fear, that many who 

ang at Tyburn, are often leſs criminal, than ſome of 
thoſe who ſtand Spectators of the Tragedy, or perchance 
who ſat on the Bench. For in all Kingdoms, Laws are, 
as Solon ſaid, like Cobwebs, that hamper imall Flies, 


 whalſt the greater break through them. Poor People 


bear the Puniſhment of Injuſtice, and great ones carry 
of in Triumph both Pleaſure and Profit. Theſe are 
too big for Execution, though not for Guilt. They 
can ſue for an indigent Neighbour's Field, becauſe it 
les conveniently, and perſuade the Judges they have 
more Right, becauſe they have more Money and Cre- 
dit. The Luſtre of Gold often dazzles Lawyers out of 
Conſcience, and juſt Poſſeſſors out of Lordſhips. Right 
ebbs and flows by the ſecret Influence of Guineas. For 


let me tell you, Neander, the Juſtice of a Cauſe ſprouts 


up, and thrives miraculouſly under a Fee. 

But though theſe Men carry the Suit in the Eyes of 
the World, they loſe it at God's high Court of Juſtice, 
and their Souls alſo; nor is there any Difference between 
theſe Over-reachers and Cut-purſes, but that they are 
ten times more criminal. Among the Lacedemonians, a 
clcar Theft paſſed for a Virtue. Are not ſome Chri 
ſtians of the ſame Perſuaſion? But for all that, though 
a Spartan Jury might poſſibly find em not guilty, they'll 
find no ſuch Indulgence in the Vale of Jebeſcaphat. 

J never yet e how Solicitations, and Re- 
commendations of Cauſes to the judges, how double 
and triple Fees could be well reconciled with this Law, 
Thou ſhalt nos flea! : For either you doubt of the Integrity 
of the Bench, or you do not. If the firſt, you cait a 
Scandal on the Face of the Government; you arraign 
either the Capacity or the Integrity of the Prince; 7. e. 


you ſuſpe& he wants Judgment in the Choice of Magi 


ſtrates, or has advanced on purpoſe thoſe who would 
betray 
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betray the Property of the Subject. Now ſuch an Inuenao 
is diſreſpectful, raſh, and highly unchriſtian. 

But beſides, if really you doubt of the Judges In- 
tegrity, your Conduct is fooliſh: For if a Judge will 
{ell a favourable Sentence to the Plaintiff, he'll be no 
les kind to the Defendant, if he out-bids him. A 
Man then ſhould be firſt ſure of Succeſs, before he parts 
with his Money, otherwiſe he will be gulled out of 
his Pretenſions, and pay for his Diſappointment. 
Again, this Practice runs quite counter to all the 
Dictates of Conſcience and Juſtice. For if Gain and 
Intereſt be a Magiſtrate's weak Side, if I know he mea- 
ſures Right by the Weight of Silver, and barters Law 
for Money, can I pamper his Inclination, or feed his 
corrupt Appetite, or ſtrike in with his ſinful Diſtemper ? 
No more, certainly than I can with a ſafe Conſcience 
puſh him down a Precipice : For if it be a Sin to per- 
mit one, when | can hinder it, is it not a Sin to per- 
ſuade a Crime ; nay, to buy one ? | 

If the ſecond ; 1. e. if you ſuppoſe your Buſineſs Les 
in the Hands of upright Men, that ſquare their Ver- 
dicts by the Laws, not by Partiality and Favour, why 
are you eternally upon the Hoof? Why do you tire 
them, and yourſelf too, with tedious Applications ? 
Why do you drain your Pockets to enrich Pet:;foggers 
and Attorneys * This Trouble is ſuperfluous, and the 
Expence unneedful. In a Word, Sir, the Conduct is 
either unprofitable or unjuſt. 

But if you doubt in your Cauſe, let it fall; at leaſt 
puſh it on no further with your Credit or Purſe; for all 
you can expeR, is to gain a Suit, and loſe your Soul. 

Nean. If I can juggle a Neighbour out of an Eftate by 

uirks of Law, and by a genteel Turn of the Hand 
bubble him out of a conſiderable Sum, may I not put 
him to graze upon the Common, without any Obliga- 
tion to reſtore ? | | | 
' Eufeb. The very Queſtion is a Scandal not only to 
Chriſtianity, but to human Nature; you are obliged not 


only to return the Capital, but to indemnify kim for all 
the Loſſes conſequent thereto, | 
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Nean, Nay, Sir, I am of your Opinion ; for why 
ſhould a Man gain by his Crimes ? Yet once I fell into 
the Company of a Man of Parts, of Character, and 
Repnte in his Country, who thought otherwiſe of the 
Matter: We diſcourſed the Point, yet J could never 
get him over to my Opinion: He held fo faſt to Non- 
reſtitution, that there was no moving him. A. hearty 
Repentance, ſaid he, without Reſtitution, makes a ſuf. 
ficient Atonement for the Offence. He told me I was 
unſkilled in Caſuiſtry. I confeſſed I had read no Ca- 
ſuiſt, but the Bible and Nature. 

Euſeb. With Submiſſion to the Gentleman's Character, 
Parts and Station; he was either a great Fool, or a ſu- 
perlative Knave, fit for Bedlam or Newgate, Was he 
not a Lawyer ? ; | 

Nean. He had ſtudied in the Inns of Court. 

Eyſeb. I thought ſo. It's a healing Doctrine for a 
wounded Conſcience, a palatable and eaſy Remedy, a 
Catholicon for all the Aches of the Mind, and the Gripes 
of an over-charged Stomach ; and perchance the Uſe is 
umverſal, otherwiſe once at leaſt in a Twelve-month we 
might ſee a Dives transformed into a Lazarus, and a 
Lord into a Lacquey, and a Lady into a Chamber- 
maid; we might ſee thoſe who fit majeſtically in 
Coaches with a long Wig, and a Snuff-box a/amode, fit 
behind 'em. Good God! how many gawdy Birds 
would make as naked a Figure as the Daw in the Fable, 
if their Peacock Plumes were returned ta their Owners? 
Neander, pray tell that Gentleman J am neither fatiſ- 


fied with his Conſcience nor his Skill ; he that will not 


reſtore ſtolen Goods, is more criminal than he that 
conceals em; and he that will keep an ill-purchaſed 
Eſtate in ſpite of Juſtice, will ſeize on the next that 
lies in his Way; and then how can he underſtand Cate 
and Litileton, who can't read the very Alphabet of Na- 
ture? A hearty Repentance, without Reſtitution, is a 
Dream. | 
Dear Neander, never raife the Pile of a great Fortune 
on a Bottom of Fraud and Injuſtice; it's an unſtable 
Foundation, and unable to bear the monſtrous Weight 
ef Crimes, they cruſh in a Moment the beſt-built 
Stzucture, 
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Structure, and entomb the Criminal, together with all 
his Grandeur, under the Ruins of his towering Babel. 
The Triumphs of unjuſt Men are always ſhort-lived. 
God takes pleaſure in ſtrangling 'em in the very Cradle; 
they pals like Lightning, and leave nothing behind 
but Smoak and Vapour : Their Fall is no leſs amazing 
than their Riſe ; they paſs off like Phantaſms, or elſe 
live in Penury and Contempt, or die like Reprobates ; 
they carry the moſt _— arks of God's Malediction 
ſtampt on their Foreheads, and tear almoſt all Men, 
without being pitied by any ; ſo that divine Vengeance 


. begins their Torments in this World, to continue them 


eternally in the other. 

I'll not follow this crying Vice through it's Branches, 
nor make an intire Diſſection of all its Parts; it runs 
through all the Veins of Commerce, and almoſt Con- 
verſation ; it's found in Play, as well as in Contracts, 
and 1s no more innocent under one Shape, than under 
another ; you may call it Over-reaching or Out-witting, 
if you pleaſe ; but the Change of Names makes no Al- 
teration in the Thing: Nature depends not on Fancy 
or Caprice, they are the ſame in ſpite of Cuſtom or 
Diſguiſe. * | 


I muſt now caution you againſt Lewdneſs. It's a 
noiſome Employment to grope in Puddles, and to dig 


in Muck; and therefore I'll only ſkim the Surface, 


and let the offenſive Dregs lie at the Bottom. You 
know God has enacted this Law in the Decalogue, Thou 
ſhalt not commit Adultery : This Precept does not only 
reftrain Acts of Lewdneſs, but even Thoughts and 
Deſires : For Impurity in Idea draws after it a real 
Hell, the Smoak that vaniſhes in a Moment, kindles 
an eternal Fire. 
Nean. 1 ſuppoſe neither Gentlemen of the Court 
nor Officers of the Army, come within the Compaſs of 
this Prohibition. God ſurely and Nature have iſſucd 

out in their Favour a Patent of Exemption. 
 Buſeb, Truly, Neander, J never read that. either God 
er Nature had ſuch a Deference for the Court and 
Army, or ſo great a ReſpeR for Quality. Why, * 
ed 


| 


So that if theſe young Sparks would take the Pains to 
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let our Courtiers be as great as Alexander, and our Sul. 
diers as valiant ; there fits a more auguſt, and a more 
powerful Maſter above, whoſe Commands they mui 
obey, or ſmart for the Tranſgreſſion. Tne Sword has 
no Privilege above the Plough, nor has Quality any 
Right above Peaſantry, but no greater Torments : Po- 
tentes potenter tormenta patientur. 

Nean. If it be ſo, our Gentlemen and Soldiers are all 
ſtruck with a Lunacy. They ſeem to have entered 
into an Aſſociation againſt Divine Authority, and en- 
deavour by Practice to repeal the Statute ; as if God's 
Laws . ceaſe per deſuetudinem, as well as human. 
When St. Paul bids every Man take axxorem, if he meant 
a Miſs, the Counſel is followed even to a Scruple ; but 
if he did not, our Conduct is ſcandalous to Impudence, 
and God's Authority is {lighted beyond Contempt and 


__ Infolence. 


Euſeb. The Evil lies deep, and the Diſeaſe reaches 
to the Land's End; few are clear of the Infection; 
Lewdneſs is no more a Diverſion ; no, it's become the 
grand Buſineſs, the Employment of Mankind; nay, 
it's improved to Science alſo: Love-intrigues turn on 
Method, and are carried on by Demonſtration : So thatAt- 
tempts upon Chaſtity come off generally with Succeſs. 
For Women, in our Age, are as ill furniſhed for Re- 
ſiſtance, as an old Span; Town for a Siege. But then 
the Dons, when forced to ſurrender, article tor their 
Honour: This they'll bring off, though the Town 
Ray behind in the Hands of the Conquerors. But our 
Female Defendants ſtand not upon ſuch Niceties : They 
deliver up their Modeſty, and go off with Ignominy: 


Confuſion I will not ſay ; for Bluſhes are out of Faſhion, 


unleſs when it's a Queſtion to practiſe the Chriſtian Vir- 
tues of Sobriety, 'Temperance, and Chaſtity. 

J have more than once taken a Survey of our Gen- 
oy and J find nine in ten ruined by this unlucky 

ice; to all Intents and Purpoſes, they have forfeited 
their Honour, mortgaged their Eſtates, and impaired 
their Health ; their Bodies fall under the Weight of 
Lewdneſs, their Purſes are ſcarce able to ſupport it. 
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caft up their Accounts, they would find their Pleaſures 
have * them in no other Profit but Poverty, Di- 
ſeaſes, and more than one Cauſe of Repentance. Good 
God! why muſt Appetite have ſuch a ſtrange Aſcen- 
dant over Reaſon? Why muſt Man thus tranſgreſs the 
End of Creation? Appetite was made to obey, Reaſon 
to command. To change their Office, is to throw 
down the Incloſure between Man and Beaſt. Is it not 
a Madneſs to ſell this Prerogative for a petty Satiſ- 
faction; that like the Book of the Apocalypſes, leave a 
ſweet Flavour in the Mouth, and Bitterneſs in the 
Heart ? But ſuppoſe a Man will enjoy Pleaſure, is no- 
thing palatable but Dirt and Mire ? Muſt he turn Goat, 
or Baboon, before he can be pleaſed ? Certainly he 1s 
enamoured of their Nature, he dotes ſo much on their 
Paſtimes ; and I am apt to believe he would range on 
their Hills, or ſport on their Trees, among a Herd of 
Females. 

But take all together, I fear the Pleaſure does not 
come up to Expectation : The Gall out-weighs the Ho- 
ney. For let us ſuppoſe a Man poſſeſſed by the unclean 
Devil of brutiſh Love, he lodges all the Torments of 
the Damned in his Heart, and, what 1s worſe, their 
Guilt ; he ſhivers and burns, he hopes and deſpairs, 
he dreams in Company, and talks in Solitude ; all the 
Features of his beloved Obje&t meet in his Imagina- 
tion to wound his Heart, and turn the Idol he —— 
into a Devil to laſh him; his Fears keep Pace with his 
Fondneſs, and Jealouſy treads on the Heels of both, and 
all conſpire to make him wretched. For though Love 
looks pleaſing and pretty in Romance, in Life it's Mon- 
ſter, 'Tyrant, and Fury. 

A Lover knows, that a Woman, who has withdrawn 
her Fidelity from God, will forſake a Gallant at the 
leaſt Proſpect of Advantage. Hence Diſquiet ſeizes on 
the Brain, and Jealouſy rites from Hell, to clap him on 
the Torture ; like the Devil in the Goſpel, it ſometimes 
flings him into the Water, ſometimes into the Fire ; 
he watches his Treaſure with the Eyes of an Argus, 
and lays an hundred Ambuſcades to find his * 
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and her Infidelity ; ſo that, though Miſs be faithful, 
Monſieur is ſure to be miſerable. | | 

I fay nothing here of Averſion, Hatred, Envy, and a 
thonſand other Vipers that worry his Heart, and prey 
upon his Vitals. In ſhort, in a beſotted Lover alone 
are centered all the Frenzies and Follies of Bed/am, but 
that of Mirth. So that Envy can ſcarce wiſh him more 
unhappy, nor Malice render him more unfortunate : 
But if the Intrigue be carried with a Perſon of an un- 
ſpotted Reputation, and who ſtands fair in the Opinion 
of the World, nay, and who perchance ſets up for Lu- 
cretia and Veſtal; what Endeavours are made to court 
incognito, and to play out of Sight ? But if, after all, 
the Sin quickens in her Womb, and that within nine 
Months the be in danger to fall into Fits of the Mo- 
ther; what Pangs, what 'Throws, what Convulſions 
tear this poor Creature's Breaſt, and her Gallant's too ? 
In how lively Shapes does Imagination paint her Folly ! 
She ſuffers all the Torments of Child-birth at the very 
Inſtant of Conception; beſides thoſe of Rage, of De- 

air and Confuſion; and in the End, perchance, re- 
olves to conceal one Sin by the Help of another; 1. e. 
Lewdneſs by Murder; and thus a poor Innocent, who 
came into the World by a lefs Sin, is ſent out of it by 
a greater; and then in all Probability, the Tragedy that 
begun at Midnight in Darkneſs and Privacy, often ends 
at Mid. day on a Scaffold. Muſt not therefore one be 
void of Reaſon, to take a petty Pleaſure in hand, with 
ſuch a Crowd of Troubles in Reverfion ? Onght we 
not to fence againſt a Vice, fo charming on the one 
hand, and ſo uneaſy on the other? 

Nean. What are the beſt Preſervatives againſt this 

idemica! Diſtemper? 

Eufeb. Take this as a Principle, that Chaſtity is a 
Gift of God; and therefore implore continually his 
divine Aſſiſtance ; rely on his Grace, not on your Force; 
and if you be ſo happy as not to fall, give him the 
Glory of the Triumph; and belleve, that whoſoever 

reſumes on his own Valour, has already meaſured 
alf the Precipice; God protects the Humble, and 
hombles the Proud, | 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, Keep Love at a Diſtance, or it will ſurpriſe 
you: When once it has ſtormed the Heart, it forces 
Reaſon to ſurrender ; and when Appetite commands, 
when Paſſion domineers, what can we expect but Bru- 
tality? Lock up the Gates of your Senſes, and, as in 
Frontier-towns, examine the Paſſengers. Love, like a 
Proteus borrows all Shapes, and makes its Approaches 
at all Seaſons; ſo that you muſt ſtand upon your 
Guard, if you intend to avoid a Surprize; and if you 
can keep this Traitor at Arms-length, Lewdneſs will 
neither have the Face, nor find the Opportunity to 
aſſail you. But if you admit this Tyrant, if you lodge 
him in your Breaſt, you will have Cauſe to deplore your 
Slavery, and perchance eternally. For in a Word, 
Love, like a Viper, eats into the Heart that warms 
it, and returns Death for the Favour. 

Thirdly, Flight is the beſt Defence, the moſt ſecure 
Rampart againſt the Darts of Laſciviouſneſs ; you may 
as well hope to freeze in Fire, as to converſe inno- 
cently in the midſt of Occaſions. I am of Tertullian's 
Opinion, that it is eaſier to die for Chaſtity, as the World 
goes, than to live with it in Balls, Viſits, and Enter- 
tainments. And I look upon it as a certain Truth, 
that many of the Sex, who have ſurrendered their Ho- 
nour to the Flatteries, Importunities, and Dalliances of 
Gallants, would have refuſed it to the Cruelty of 
Hangmen. 

Enter not therefore into the Play-houſe ; it's the Pa- 
lace of A/modeus, the Seat of Lewdneſs, the Nurſery of 
Debauchery. It's with us as Fornices were at Rome, only 
with this Difference, that thoſe Crimes are learned, con- 
trived, and reſolved on here, the Romans actually com- 
mitted them under the black Shade of thoſe infernal 
Vaults. For my Part, I am of Opinion that a Chri- 
tian cannot with a ſafer Conſcience enter into the Play- 
houſe, than into a Erothel: As Things are managed 
there, Temptation is ſtronger on the Stage, and more 
inviting. The Blackneſs of the Vice lies under a Diſ- 
ite! it's blanched over with all the Art of Wit and 

awdry ; ſo that nothing appears but the charming 
Part, which faſcinates the Eyes, captivates the Ears, 
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dozes the Intelle&s, and fires the Paſſions: And then, 
to plain the Way for Action, the Poet burleſques the 
Terrors of the other World; he paints the Devils ra. 
ther like Scaramouches to divert, than like Executioners 
to torment: He blaſphemes the Majefty of God to 
bring him under Contempt, and ſo blunts all the Darts 
of Fear and Apprehenſion; and then, when Objects 
draw, when Paſſions ſtand prepared, and Reſtraint is 
removed, what can be reaſonably expected, but Pro- 
ſtitution? | 

But beſides, the Stage not only removes Fear of 
Puniſhment, but even rewards Debauchery ; for who 
are they that carry off Applauſe and Fortunes, but 
Rakes and Proftitutes ? The Poet puts all his Wit in 
the Mouths of Rakes and Bullies; and if an honeſt 
Man appear, he is ſure to be hooted at, and generally 
goes off both Fool and Cuckold. Is not this to con- 
demn Virtue, to execute it in Effigy, and to canonize 
Vice by Deputy? Is not this to ſay, Gentlemen and 
Ladies, beware of Chaſtity and Virtue, they are out of 
Date in our Age; you'll forfeit your Honour by main- 
taining it, and grow ridiculous if you continue inno- 
cent. The ſhorteſt Way to Repute, is to drive over 
Conſcience, to bluſh at Honeſty, and practiſe Incon- 
tinence. What Virtue 1s Proof againſt fuch murder- 


ing Engines? If Hell be a Place of Diverſion, as the 


Poets endeavour to perſuade the Audience; if God be 
a Scare-crow, if Chaſtity be infamous, and Impurity 
creditable, who will not rather be lewd with Credit, 
than chaſte with Reproach ? I would have both Poets 
and Players enter a little into themſelves ; they have 
all contributed to run down Virtue and Religion, and 
to bring Libertiniſm and Atheiſm into Faſhion: Thoſe 
prepare the Poiſon, theſe preſent the Potion, daſhed 
with all the palatable Ingredients of Pomp and Mag- 
nificence, that it may go down with Pleaſure, and work 
with Efficacy. I am afraid in the next World they'll be 
forced to anſwer for the Sins of the Poet and Actors; as 
well as for thoſe of the Chriſtian, unleſs by a timely 
Repentance, and public Recantation, they aſk Pardon 
of God, and Forgiveneſs of the Nation, which — 

ve 
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have rhimed almoſt out of Religion, and played out of 
Conſcience. | 

Fourthly. When Temptation invites, draw up all the 
diſmal Conſequences of this wretched Sin, and fix your. 
Thoughts upon them. Other Crimes, like the Adder, 
carry their Poiſon in their Head; this is a Scorpion that 
licks up its Venom in its Tail. For though the Sin be 
charming, its Sequels are dreadful : The Infection flies 
up to the Brain, like the Sting of the Tarantula; and 
though thoſe who are bit by this poiſonous Inſect can 
dance out the ſtupifying Humour, and may be fiddled 
into their Wits, the others are paſt Cure ; they remain, 
in ſpite of Homily and Exhortation, ſtupid, brutal, 
without Judgment, without Honour, without Senſe, 
and often-times without Money ; but never without 
Folly, Sighs, Jealouſies, Rage, and Deſpair. 

Fifthly, That your Affections may not ſteal abroad, 
nor, like Butter- flies, flutter from one Object to another, 
chain em by lawful Wedlock to a Wife. I know at 
preſent Matrimony, that in St. Pauls Days was ho- 
nourable, lies under no creditable Circumſtances; and 
we are in part obliged to the Stage- poets for the 
Aſperſion. They repreſent this divine —— under 
all the Reproaches of Slavery and Folly, and paint 
both Sexes ſo ſcandalouſly laſcivious, that the Cha- 
rafter is enough to deter Chriſtians from the Engage - 
ment, I ſuppoſe theſe Gentlemen are feed by the. 
Stews, to ſtand up for the Improvement of their Trade ; 
and for this Reaſon they labour ſo heartily to perſuade 
People lawful Pleaſures taſte flat and inſipid, as if the 
only charming Circumſtance of Pleaſure were the Un- 
lawfulneſs of the Action. This Doctrine is calculated 
exactly for the Practice of Lacifer and his Aſſociates, 
but not for Chriſtians; it ſmel s of Smoak, and may 
in good time heat the Preachers. 

Beware of Jealouſy. A Wife is often made faithful 
by not ſuſpecting her of Infidelity ; but when without 
Reaſon you queſtion her Loyalty, you only tempt her 
to betray it. I kave heard of a Lady, that kept her 
conjugal Vow, whilſt hex Huſband thought ſhe did; but 


when he accuſed her falſly, and blaſted her ty =: 
| "" 
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ſhe murdered her Innocence to revenge the Injury. 
Some Women are of Opinion, there is little Difference 
between being unchaſte, and being thought ſo ; and 
therefore go off with the Satisfaction of Infidelity, as well 
as with the Infamy. A thouſand, thouſand times happ 
is that Couple, that by a wife Foreſight prevents thoſe 
Misfortumes that ſpring from Diverfity of Conſtitutions 
and Humours, or at leaſt ſupport with Patience what 
— 2 can't avert, and ſo improve Neceſſity into a 
mtue. 


VT. 

If God has bleſſed you with Children, ſays the Scrip- 
ture, Prov. vii. inftrat em. God has engraved this 
Law in the very Heart of Nature, and more than once 
promulged it in the Bible, that Parents might be well 
convinced of this grand Duty, and be perſuaded to 
comply with it; and yet it ſeems that no Law is leſs 
underſtood, and more univerſally neglected in Practice 
than this. Some Parents, more cruel than the Oftrich, 
bring poor Creatures into the World, and then aban- 
don em. Others, like Apes, are ſo fond of their Brood, 
they kill em with Kindneſs: Thoſe are guilty of Ne- 

igence, theſe of Indulgence; and all betray their 

ty, and by conſequence their Conſcience. 

I have been often ſcandalized at the inſupportable 
Neglect of ſome Parents; they made no Difference be- 
tween their Lackeys and their Children, but that they 
carefſed thoſe, and eternally tormented theſe; they 
herded with the Grooms and Carters, and owed all their 
Education to the Stable and Kitchen ; and if they ſent 
em ſometimes to School, 'twas only to rid the Houſe, 
not for their Inſtruction. They never took the Pains to 
inform themſelves, whether the Maſter was black or 
white; whether religious or impious; a Turk or a 
Chriſiian., Good God! ſaid I to Sir N. N. what do 
you mean ? You will not hire a Cook without examin- 
ing his Talent, nor take a Groom without good Secu- 
rity of his Skill ; yet the one is only to ſerve the Belly, 
the other to curry Horſes ; and will you truſt a Child to 
the Care of a Man, who, for aught you know, has 
neither Science nor Religion ? * 
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Nor have I beheld with Patience the doating Fond- 
neſs of others. I have ſeen my young Maſter often 
lay the Lion in the Family, and my tender Lady, the 
other, applauded his Inſolence, like the Romans in 
Senecas Days. She would embrace the Spark, when 
ſhe ſhould have chid him ; nay, and kiſs him for thoſe 
very Things ſhe ſhould have whipped him. To 
croſs the Child, is to ſtab the Mother; and if he 
whimpers, ſhe cries in good Earneft; his Paſſions 
grow upon him with Age, and a fooliſh Indulgence 
emboldens them ; he aſks what he pleaſes, and obtains 
what he demands; a Refuſal ſets him on fire, and then 
my young Jupiter begins to thunder: My lady trem- 
bles at the Tempeſt ſhe has raiſed; and inſtead of 
laying it by a ſober Correction, ſhe foohihly aug- 
ments it by a thouſand Caretles : He is coached to 
Company, to Balls, and the Play-houſe, and muſt be 
Spectator of Mamma's Vanity nd Follies to learn em. 
Poor Sir T. H. ſaw this fne Menage, but was too dot- 
ingly fond of his Wife to ſave his Child. He com- 
plained one Day to me, that his Son was fit for no- 
thing, but either to dance or to quarrel. You are mi-- 
ſtaken, ſaid I, have a little Patience, and he'll reta- 
liate his Breeding upon you, with Infolence and Out- 
rage; he is as | Bu. ooalf th equi for a Rake, as 
can be: Nor was I deceived, for ſince that he flung 
himſelf away upon a Chamber-maid, dipped his Eftate, 
perſecuted his Mother, and brought his Father with 
Grief and Chagrin to the Grave. 
You muſt know, Neander, that Man by Nature is half 
Beaſt ; he has all the Inclinations, all the Paſſions of the 
moſt ſavage Animal; and, what is worſe, he has Reaſon to 
ſharpen 'em, and malice to abuſe 'em. But as the moſt 
herce Lion is tamed and rendered tractable by Education 
and Diſcipline, ſo Man may be taught Sweetneſs, Mo- 
deration and Virtue, if he be taken in hand betimes, 
if his Paſſions are checked, and forced to obey the Com- 
mands of Reaſon, from the Cradle. But when once 
Senſe has got the upper Hand, when Paſſion has taſted 
the $weetneſs of Superiority, and Reaſon is accuſtomed 
to 
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to Slavery, you may as ſoon ſubdue the Fierceneſs of 
a full-grown Tyger, as periuade Senſe and Appetite 
to reſign the uſurp'd Government, or Reaſon to take 
it: Aableſcens juxta witam ſuam, & cum ſenuerit non rece- 
det ab ca; A young Man goes on as he began, and car. 
ries the firſt Impreſſion to the Grave. That you may 
not therefore cry one Day with the poor Eagle in the 
Fable, who being mortally wounded by an Arrow 
trimmed with her own Feathers, ſighed out this me- 
lancholy Complaint, Miſerable Bird that I am! What a 
Fool was I to bring forth Feathers to my own Deſtruction ! 
I fay, that you may not complain, thoſe Children you 
gave life to, are the Cauſe of your Death, obſerve 
three Things. Fit, So ſoon as they are capable to 
know God, teach 'em to fear his Juſtice, and to love 
his Goodneſs ; inſtruct them in Religion, and take care 
they practiſe all the Duties of a Chriſtian. A Child 
that fears God, will love his Parents ; he can't be re- 
ligions, without being dutirul. Inculcate a thouſand 
times, that, he is made for Heaven, and that he muſt 
live virtuouſly in this Worid, to be happy in the next : 
Precaution him againſt the Vanity of the World, 
and all its ſpecious Scenes of Deceits and Pageantry, 
that delude the Eye to ſeduce the Heart : Diſcover the 
Danger before you expoſe him, and tell him with that 
admirable Queen Blanca, you had rather ſee him in 
the Grave, than in Sin : Inſpire not into his tender 
Breaſt Defires of Grandeur ; this is a Seed that ſprouts 
.up without ſowing : Choak all Tendency of io early 
a Pride, or elſe it will grow to his Ruin. I bluſh at 
the unchriſtian Conduct of thoſe Parents, who teach 
little Creatures, before they can walk, to climb up to 
the very Pinnacle of Honour ; who would make them 
Pages to Antichriſt to be great, and would counſel 
them to be Mabometans for the vain Satisfaction of ſee- 
ing them Baſſa's : When you have furniſhed them with 
Virtue, and provided for their Soul, let them think of 
a Settlement, and aim rather at a Poſt that is genteel, 
than great; an elevated Fortune is ſeldom obtained 
without vaſt Crimes, and always ſupported by greater. 


Secondly. 
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Secondly, Cultivate them with thoſe Arts and Sciences 
that ſuit with their Capacity and Condition. For thoſe 
that have nothing to do, do always more than they 
ought ; and though they are unfit for a handſome Occu- 

tion, they are capable of a vicious one. 

Thirdly, Give not all your Means to the Eldeſt; 
leave a Proviſion for all. A young Gentleman that be- 

ins the World withour Money, ends it without Con- 
=—=— : When I muſt rack my Brain to live, I have 
neither 'Time nor Leiſure to think of living well. Ne- 
ceſſity is the Mother of Vice, no leſs than Abundance ; 
and Want is both more troubleſome than AMuence, 
and equally dangerous: Beſides, how will you have a 
Gentleman puſh forward, who has nothing to improve? 
Can he ail a Fortune without Tools to work with, 
without a Fund to lay the Foundation? Poverty palls 
the moſt generous Spirits; it cows Induſtry, and caſts 
Reſolution itſelf into Deſpair. When you have ac- 
quitted yourſelf of theſe three Points, you have done 
the Part of a Father ; the reſt you muſt leave to Provi- 
dence, who watches over its Creatures, and never a- 
bandons thoſe who comply with their Duty, 


VII. 

Your Care muſt not ſtop at your Children, let it 
reach your menial Servants ; though you are their Ma- 
ſter, you are alſo their Father. And for this Reaſon 
the Remans called Houſe-keepers Patres Familias, Fa- 
thers of the Houſhold. Beſides, as a Chriſtian you 
are their Brother, and have the Church of Chriſt for 
your common Mother; all theſe Relations deſerve a 
'Tenderneſs on the one fide, and on the other impoſe 
an Obligation on you to inquire into their Behaviour, 
and to provide for their Inſtruction; don't ſo over- 
charge them with Labour, that they can find no Time 
for God. You can't exact ſo continual a Service, nor 
is it in their Power to comply with you. They owe 
more Obedience to God than to you; and you tranſ- 

eſs your Duty, when your Commands croſs upon his. 

or is it ſufficient to allow em Time to look into the. 
Concerns of their Souls, you muſt fee they 8 
| well: 
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well: Let em meet at Prayers at leaſt once a Day, 
and puniſh thoſe that neglect this Duty. Suffer not in 
your Houſe a Debauchee, though never ſo uſeful. 
Who is a Traitor to his Maker, will betray a Maſter 
at the firſt Occaſion: A Man without Conſcience is 
always without Honeſty. Beſides, Lewdneſs and 
Knavery are catching, and one infected Perſon ſuffices 
to ſcatter the Contagion. Take this for a Principle; 
the more you take to Heart God's Intereft, the more 
he'll take care of yours; he'll crown your Enter- 
prizes with Succeſs, or raiſe your Soul above the Stroke 
of Misfortune. In fine, you'll either enjoy Proſperity 
with a Chriſtian Moderation, or bear Adverſity with 
Pleaſure. 

x VII. 


Confine not Charity within the Walls of your own 
Houſe, nor employ it wholly about the ſpiritual Good 
of your Neighbour ; let the Body feel the Effects of 
your Tenderneſs, as well as the Soul. When he groans 
under the Pangs of Poverty, and ftruggles with Neceſ- 
ſity, relieve his Indigence out of your own Storehouſe ; 
let the Meaſure of your Charity be the Extent of your 
Ability, and of his Want: What you lay out on the 
Poor, is not ſpent, but put to Intereft; God is Secu- 
rity for the Reimburſement, ſo that the Payment is 
infallible. I have ſeen. ſome Gentlemen open-handed 
enough, but then they diſperſed their Charities with ſo 
unhandſome a Grace, that methought they did Ill in 
doing Good, and refuſed an Alms whilſt they gave 
one; they ſeemed to inſult over a poor Creature's 
Miſery, and ſeldom open their Purſe, till they had 
vented their Gall. This is not to reheve the Indigent, 
but to throw Shame upon Want, and Confuſion upon 
Neceſſity; it's to hang Weight to their Burden, and to 
fret Poverty with Contempt: Beſides, it loſes the very 
Nature of Alms ; for that is not received gratis, that 
is purchaſed with Bluſhes, and at the Expence of Pa- 
tience. A compaſſionate Look often- times refreſhes 
more, than a Crown with a ſevere one. And (methinks) 
I had rather be ſent away with a civil God be awith you, 
than be entertained with Peeviſhneſs and Ill. nature. A 
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ſmall Favour well. timed, becomes conſiderable: The 
very Manner of giving adds to the Gift. Keep not there- 
fore the Poor at a Bay, nor rack em with Queſtions : To 
what Purpoſe do theſe Preliminaries ſerve, but either to 
feed your Curioſity, or to ſpend a fretting Humour? 
We are of the ſame Nature ; our Bodies are made of 
the ſame Clay, and our Souls by the ſame Hand. 
The Difference between the Rich and Poor comes not 
from Nature or Merit, but from the Ordination of Pro- 
vidence. Some are born to no other Eſtate than that 
of their Brethrens Charity, that they may practiſe 
Patience; and others to Abundance, that they may ex- 
erciſe Charity; ſo that the Virtue of theſe ſtand in- 
debted to the Miſery of thoſe, and the Giver is no leſs 
obliged than the Receiver, | 


IX. 

Begin to practiſe the Virtues of a Chriſtian betimes ; 
accuſtom your Palate to 'em before you have taſted 
Vice, they'll reliſh better ; a ſmall Reſolution plains the 
Way to Heaven in the Beginning, and turns Godlineſs 
into Pleaſure : But if you ſtay till Sins have fluſh'd the 
Paſſions, and ſharpened Appetite, nothing but Violence 
can ſecure you ; you will not be able to advance one 
Step without a Combat; you muſt fight your Way 
. through all the Squadrons the Fleſh, the World; and 
the Devil, will draw up to oppoſe you ; and when theſe 
Enemies are headed by vicious Habits, God knows 
whether you will ever be ſo hardy, as even to attempt 
a Conqueſt ſo hazardous on the one ſide, and ſo labo- 
rious on the other. 


X. 

Indeed a Chriſtian Behaviour among Gentlemen is ſo 
unuſual, that you muſt venture to be out of Faſhion, 
you muſt and the Shock of Raillery, and perchance 
the Stroke of a Lampoon ; but theſe Weapons tick 
in the Skin, and although they are puſhed on with all 
the Violence of Malice and Profaneneſs, are not able 
to draw Blood, or to touch your Reputation. I have 
often been aſtoniſhed at ſome Gentlemen, who wang 
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Virtue at home, and Vice in Company ; who betrayed 
their Conſcience to avoid a Bluſh. This is, ſaid I, 
to fall into the wretched Blindneſs of ſome ſavage In- 
dians, who adore the Devil, that he may do em no 
Harm. If Rakes glory in Evil, why ſhould you be 
aſhamed at Good? That carries along its Condemna- 
tion, and this its Juſtification. Surely Shame fits more 
naturally on Guilt than Innocence. 

But could we dive into a wicked Man's Heart, could 
we pierce into his Soul, we ſhould read moſt viſible Traces 
of Shame and Confuſion, every Moment he caſts an 
Eye on his Vices, and his Neighbour's Virtues. For 
let me tell you, Neander, Piety has an amiable Aſpect; 
it charms its very Perſecutors, and even thoſe who ſtig- 
matize it in Practice, admire its Beauty. So that 
though ſometimes they let fly a Raillery, and ſhoot a 
Joke, theſe petty Arrows fly at random, and never 
come near your Honour : Nay, take it for a general 
Rule, that thoſe Rakes, who flirt at a Chriſtian De- 
meanor, have a ſecret Eſteem for it. 

Oh, ſaid one, I muſt draw in my Piety, and mew it 
within my own Walls; I have almoſt loſt my Chriſtian 
Name, and am ſcarce known, but by that of Bigot. 
Pray, Sir, ſaid I, let us not ſtartle at Sounds, nor run 
away from Buffoons ; let us conſtrue the Word, and 
frame right Notions, and then we ſhall find that Bigot, 
in the — of Reprobates, is nothing elſe but a 
Man that believes Religion, and dares profeſs it; that 
boggles at Oaths, and bluſhes at Perjuries; thut will 
elevate his Spirits with Ol Hock, or New Champaign, 
but not drown his Reaſon ; that has not Courage to 
laugh at Hell, nor the Impudence to play — 
ven; that ſometimes dees good Actions, and always 
fears bad ones. This is the Height of a Bigot's Devo- 
tion, according to the modern Uſe of the Word: 80 
that it imports nothing hurtful, nothing infamous; un- 
leſs it be a Diſgrace to profeſs Honeſty upon Occaſions, 
to practiſe Morality, and to have a good Conſcience. 

But let Debauchees burleſque your Piety, muſt you 
abandon it? Will you abjure Chriſtianity, becauſe ſome 
Libertines ſport with Religion; or commence Atheiſt, 
ext to 
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to humour Fools? Why then will you be ſcared out of 
Piety, or teazed out of Morality? Is it honourable, 
in ſpite of Raillery, to acknowledge a God, and a Diſ- 
grace to ſerve him? Is it a Credit to be a Chriſtian, 
aad a Shame to be a good one ? No, certainly : Let us 
put Things together, and act conſequently ; let us call 
in Reaſon to govern Fancy. 

Beſides, who are thoſe Men that awe us? A Club 
of Animals, that have more Money than Wir, and more 
Qua ity than Conſcience ; a Pack of Hectors that live 
il, and judge worſe; that are pitied by ſome, and 
ſcorned by others: The very Panegyrics of theſe Men 
are Satires ; Praiſe out of their Mouths is ſcandalous, 
and Blame is glorious. Neander, ſuffer not yourſelf to 
be laughed out of Heaven, nor rallied into Hell; if 
you can't bear the reproaching Frowns and Smiles of a 
Man, how will ye endure the Frowns of an angry 
Deity ? If the Laſh of a petulant Tongue be fo ſenſible, 
aſſure yourſelf the Pains of Fire and Brimſtone will be 
more inſupportable. Virtue in a Dungeon 1s preferable 
to Sin on the Throne, and Innocence in the Pillory is 
more honourable than Guilt on the Bench. 


XI. 

If you love your Soul, and reſolve to ſave it, avoid 
the Converſation of Libertines and Atheiſts ; like the 
B. ſiliſæ, their Eyes dart Poiſon, and their Tongues ſpeak 
Death: They are Satan's Deputies, and Devils by 
Proxy. A Libertine is half Fiend, half Beaſt; Plea- 
{ure is his Summun Bonum; this he places in Sin like 
the Devil, and in Mire like the Swine ; he circles from 
the Tavern to the Play-houſe, from thence to the Stews, 
and returns to his Lodging the ſame Way; fo that his 
whole Study is to learn Wickedneſs, and his whole 
Buſineſs to practiſe it ; his Diſcourſe is a Compound cf 
Smut and Blaſphemy, his Entertainment unchriſtian, 
and his Dialect diabolical ; he would feign monopolize 
the Wit of the Nation, but wants both Fund and Pa- 
tent; his Knowledge reaches no farther than the Ga- 
zette or the Courant, and on Occaſions he ventures 
to vent Nonſenſe in Metre; his Religion is univer- 
{a}, calculated for all Meridians; he has one for a 
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Calm, another for a Storm; one for Europe, another 
for America ; ſo that it's as difficult to be defined as 
a Digun#ive ; in England he ſtickles for his Biſhops, in 
Scotland againſt em; he is a Few at Amflerdam, a Mu/. 
fulman at ES, a Papiſt at Rome, and a Catvinift 
at Geneva: In a Word, he is any thing without, and 
nothing within ; fo that his whole Religion turns upon 
* and Intereſt, and is comprized in theſe 
Verſes. 


Queſt. What's Orthodox and true Believing 
Againſt a Conſcience? Anſw. A good Living. 
Queſt. What makes rebelling againſt Kings 

A good old Cauſe ? Anſw. Adminiſirings. 

Queſt. What makes all Dofrines plain and clear? 
Anſw. About tæuo hundred Pounds a Tear. 

Queſt. And that awhich was prov'd true before, 
Prove falſe again! Anſw. Two hundred more. 


| XII. 

An Atheiſt is an over-grown Libertine; and if we 
believe his own Genealogy, he is a By- blow begot by 
Hazard, and flung into the World by Neceſſity; he 
moves by Wheels, and has no more Soul than a Wind- 
mill; he is thruſt on by Fate, and acts by mere Com- 
pulſion ; he is no more Maſter of his Deeds then of his 
Being, and therefore is as conſtant to his Word as the 
Wind to the ſame Corner; ſo that an Atheiſt, by his 
own Principles, is a Knave per /e, and an honeſt Man 
only per accidens. In fine, he ſtarts out of Duſt, and 
vaniſhes into nothing. 

Nean. All my Concerns are in the Hand of a Man 
who will not be very fond of this Character ; yet he 
ſets up for an Atheiſt, and ſupports the Fraternity with 
Arguments and Authority. 

Euſeb. Neander, diſcharge him out of hand, he'll cer- 
tainly ruin your Soul, and may poſſibly embezzle your 
Eſtate. A round Hurricane of Atoms may drive him 
into the Poſſeſſion of your Lands, and you out of 'em. 
A briſk Puff may convey out of Sight a neceſſary In- 
denture, or raiſe high the Bill of Reparations ; there is 
no coming near a Man with Safety, that's void of Con- 

cience; 
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ſcience ; no truſting him that acts by Fate, or moves by 
Deſtiny ; if he be a Slave to Impulſe, he is not Ma- 
ſter of his Honeſty. 

Nean. Though he abjures God, he upholds Reaſon, 
and keeps wok with Probity ; he values Honour, and 
would forfeit Life to maintain it. 

Euſeb. Then he is made up of Contradictions, and 
one Part of his Creed ſtabs the other : If there be no 
God, your Friend is the Spawn of Caſualty, the Child 
of Matter and Motion, a Heap of Duſt, with a Com- 
plex of Ubications, a Figure without Soul, a Statue 
without Life; he is all Matter like Beaſts, no more 
capable of Rexſon than an Ape, of Virtue than Ba- 
laam's Aſs, or of Honour than Caligula's Conſul. In 
fine, withdraw your Concerns, or you may one = 
repent your Confidence : For I muſt once for all tell 
you, Honour without Conſcience, without Relig on, 
will yield to Intereſt, | 

Nean This cannot be done ſo ſoon ; endeavour, I 
beſeech you, to gain him ; overturn his Principles, and 
the Conqueſt will be eaſy; 2 can't oblige him more 
than by entering into a Diſpute; and the ſhorteſt way 
to win his Favour, is to quarrel with his Tenets. 

Euſeb. Diſputes indeed are natural to Atheiſts ; for 
no Men maintain with greater Eagerneſs they are in 
the Right, than thoſe that ſuſpect they are in the 
Wrong ; like Men in a dangerous Road, they love to 
travel in Company, and ſo draw in Proſelytes to march 
to Hell with a Caravan. 

But, Neander, this Itch of arguing is a terrible Ar- 
gument; they are ſcared with Doubts, and haunted 
with Suſpicions that God is no Chimæra; it's a Sign 
that Conſcience is uneaſy, and makes ſome Attempts to 
break all the Barriers of Ignorance, Pride and Blaſphemy. 

However, I'il comply with your Defires, and wait 
upon the Gentleman when you command me : Although 
I muſt tell you, a converted Atheiſt is a Phoenix ſcarce 
ſeen in an Age; for he is a Mixture of Pride and Ig- 
norance, of much Senſe and little Reaſon ; he confutes' 
Arguments with Laughter, and pretends to frown De- 
monſtration itſelf into Sophiſtry. How can Truth (I 
do not ſay ſubdue) but even reach ſuch a Man? You 
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may as ſoon fetch down the Moon with a Cannon- 
ball, as convince him. 

Nean. It's true, but Charity armed with ſolid Rea- 
Tons, may perchance ſoften his Obſtinacy ; and although 
Yor loſe your Labour, you'll meet at leaſt in the next 

orld the Reward of your Zeal. I'll tell him you 
intend to make him a Viſit. | 

Euſeb. I am content, Neander, I have drawn a ſnort 
Scheme of your Duty, and wiſh you ſo happy as to com- 
ply with it ; it will prove the beſt Support of this Life, 
and the greateſt Comfort in the ather. God has inter- 
woven Man's Felicity with his Duty, and twiſted his 
Intereſt with Pleaſure. A good Man is ſeldom uneaſy, 
and an ill one is always unquiet ; one muſt be blind, 
not to diſcover the Canker at his Heart, through all 
the glittering Pageantry of Greatneſs and Power : He 
may rant and laugh, but can't be merry ; for certainly 
there is a great Difference between Noiſe and Mirth ; 
their Lives are as unlike as their Ends, and thoſe are 
as different as the Pains of the Damned are from the 
Joys of the Bleſſed. 

c Neander took leave of Euſebius, with a Promiſe to 
t call upon him the next Morning. He went imme- 
« diately to Theomachus's Lodgings ; (this was the 
« Atheiſt's Name) he opened freely his Defign, and 
« aſked him, if Buſineſs would permit him to enter 
« upon a Conference with Euſebius. 

« Theomachus received the Propoſal with a Tranſport 
« of Joy, and told Neander he was infinitely obliged 
„ to him, for offering ſo fair an Occafion of making 
« Acquaintance with a Man fo much talk'd of: For 
(continued he) I have often heard great Commenda- 
tions both of his Virtue and Learning, and ſhall by 
<« this Interview be able to judge, whether his Merits 
equal his Fame. Beſides, the Greatneſs of my Ad- 
« yerſary will ſecure my Credit; though Fortune de- 
« clare againſt me. Neander, after ſome mutual Compli- 
« ments, returned to his Lodgings, with a Refolution to 
« mind Theomachus of his ni the next Morning.“ 
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LADIES and GENTLEMEN. 


LAptEs and GENTLEMEN, 


YXKXLTHOUG H it be not within the Power 
N of Man to write ſo nicely, as to leave the 
Critics nothing to refine upon; yet there are 
% & XY ſome, whoſe NES come nigher up 
| to it, hit much better with the Goũ of 
the Times, than others. Among theſe we may preſume 
to reckon The Firſt Part of the Gentleman Inſtructed ; 
which was ſcarce well ſet out, before it was at the End 
of its firſt Edition ; and having run the ſecond with the 

ame Succeſs, in the third it was deſervedly took up into 
a Dedication ; in which, as it gained not little on ac- 
count of the honourable Perſon it was preſented to, ſo 
it received no ſmall Advantage from the ingenious Re- 


marks of the Dedicator ; whoſe Elogium are ſo well - 


thought, his Thoughts ſo well expreſſed, and his Ex- 
* fo well put together, that though the Wark it- 
ſelf were of no Value, yet ane would buy the Book for 
the Dedication, | | 
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It was the Author's Deſire of being unknown, which 
made him ruling to paſs for veing dead ; but this Sup- 


plement, which is the genuine Offipring of the ſane 
Pen, has too much of him in it, not to convince the 
* World he is ffill alive; and whoever reads the Second 
Part, will find there 1 a Harmony of Thought and 
Expreſſion with the Firſt, that if the Author Jad been 
dead, one would almoſt conclude him riſen again to write 
it. In a ll erd, he ts certainly alive; and "tis hoped his 
growing Eſteem will encourage him to oblige the Public 
with many ſuch deſerving Pieces. 
His Deſign in this is to inſtruct the Nobility of both 
| Sexes in their Duty; and to chalk out the furef and 
ſhorteft;'way to Content in this World, and the Glory in 
the next. This is, without doubt, an advantageous Diſ- 
covery; which ſo nearly concerns you, that I hope you 
will take the Propoſals into Conſideration. And me- 
thinks the Author fo handſomely reconciles Greatneſs to 
Goodneſs, and all the Prerogatives of 9 ty to the 
Precepts of the Goſpel, that you muſt either have for- 
| feited Reaſon, or have bid adieu to Religion, if you 
| refuſe to practiſe the Method he preſcribes : For who 
| but Foels and Atheiſts will reſign all Pretenſions to a 
| future Bliſs, for any temporal Enjoyment, when he may 
ve great here, and happy hereaſter ? | 
Ladies, Soldiers, and Courtiers, will find here the 
Cauſes of their Miſcarriages, and the Remedies : And 
if a bare expoſing of your Failures over-heat the Spleen, 
| und awaken Indignation, ſurely the Gentleman's An- 
| tidite will lay theſe unju e and perſuade 
| you to athnowledge, that he had been leſs charitable, if 


he had been mare maulgent, 
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DIALOGUE I. 
The Cauſe of the following Dialogues. 


ET USEBIUS prepared for the Rendezvous, 
and reſolved to attack the Atheiſt next 
Day: But an unforeſeen Accident de- 
Po ferred the Meeting. 

A Club of young Blades that Evening 
A filed off from the Play-houſe to ftorm 
ſome Bottles of Champaign. Eleulherius led on the | 
. and marched at the Head of the Battalion. 
And indeed he was compleatly equipped for the Ad- 
venture: His Purſe was armed with Silver, and his 
Conſcience with Steel. They attacked the Enemy 
with Courage, and bore on with Reſolution, All pro- 
F 5 teſted 
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teſted againſt Quarter (as brave Friburgen did at Ce- 
mona) ſo reſolved to ſtand till they fell in the En- 
terprize. 
ut if the Aſſailants did Execution, Champaign did 
more: It tilted at the Head, and made directly at the 
Brain. One dropped under the Table, an Huzza waited 
upon him to the Ground; and Morpheus Rept in to play 
the Surgeon. | 
The Misfortune of one- breathes Vigour into the 
other ; they carry on manfully the Attack : Their Heads 
run round with the Glaſſes ; their Tongues ride Poſt ; 
their Wits are jaded, and Reaſon is diſtanced. Brutes 
could not talk better, nor Men worſe : Like Skippers 


in a Storm, oy rather hollowed than ſpoke ; ſcarce 


one heard his Neighbour, and not one underſtood him : 
So that Noiſe ſtood for Senſe, and every one paſled 
for a Virtuoſo, becauſe all played the Fool to Extra- 
vagance. 

The Subject of their Heat was no leſs ſurpriſing than 
the Management of it; and both ridiculous to Amaze- 
ment. Sorre/ (cries one with an Oath) is the moſt 
compleat Nag in England; and then he threw among 
the Company ſuch a Bedroll of Jockey-jargon, that one 
would think he had ſwept the Stable ſeven Years, or 
ferved an Apprenticeſhip to a Farrier. From 'Terms of 
Arts he goes on to a Leſſon of Proportion. He diſſects 


the Animal, and flings the Anatomy on the Table; 
then he flouriſhes on his Feats, and ſwears he is fam- 
ous in the Journal of New-markezt, Nay, I am told, 


the Gentleman proteſted Sorrel was as well born as him- 
ſelf; that in a collateral Line he touched the greater 
Beucephalus, and was a Couſin, once removed, to Ca- 
Egula's Conſul. 

Wine had heated the Company's Blood ; but this 
ſhort Panegyric inflamed it. They could not agree to 
Sorrel's Atchievements, nor ſuffer him to monopolize 
the Perfections of his Species; every Man ſtood up in 
Defence of his own Rozinante, and maintained his juſt 
Prerogatives with Heat and Clamour. But whilſt the 
Diſpute ran high, their Wits ſunk low with the Bottles ; 


Senſe ſlumber'd, and Reaſon almoſt fell into a Lethargy. 


From 
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From the Stable they trip over to the Kennel, and 
leave Horſes, to philoſophize on Hounds. They fol- 
low the Chace with Tumult; one would have taken 
em for a Pack of Beagles on the Scent, but that they 
open'd louder, All this while the Glaſies circle, Rea · 
ſon ebbs, Extravagance flows, and Mirth flies out into 
Madneſs. 

And now our Gallants were handſomely equipped for 
any Villany. Champaign had fired their Blood, intoxi- 
cated Reaſon, and drowned Shame. They fell upon 
their Maker without Fear, without Scruple. Some 
worry his Juſtice, whilſt others buffoon his Mercy. 
The Juice of the Grape had ſwelled theſe petty Pig- 
mies into daring Giants, who cannonaded Heaven, and 
defied the Omnipotent. Indeed their Drunkennets 
made ſome Atonement for their Blaſphemies : But at- 
ter all, it's a ſad Caſe, when a Man is better for be- 
ing transformed into a Beaſt, and leſs fooliſh for having 
loſt his Wits. a7: 

One proteſted againſt all Religions, but that of Epi- 
cure: Againſt all Heavens, but that of Mahomet : And 
againſt all Hells, but Want of Champaign or Ca- 
nary. Another would not receive the Lord's Prayer 
without an Amendment. To petition for Bread (ſaid 
he) has more of the Beggar than of the Gentleman; 
and ſuits. better with the Poor of the Pariſh, than with 
the Lord of the Manor. Let us at leaſt (faid he) tack 
to daily Bread, one Bottle of Burgundy, 'The Motion 
met with Applauſe : Every one followed the Propoſal 
with a Comment ten times more outrageous than the 
Text. They rioted on : Impiety, and the moſt ram- 
pant Inſolence, paſſed for the moſt refined Wit. Nay, 
to ſcrew * the higheſt Point, Oh! ſays one, 
give me Religio Mezici: This Religion at large is a heal- 
ing Profeſſion; it reconciles the Croſs with the Creſcent, 
and ſtrikes an Alliance between the Son of Mary, and 


the Son of 4bdala. Thus is the Goſpel delivered up 


to the Rabble, and a petty Atheiſtical Pamphlet locked 
up in the Ark. Our Saviour's Doctrine muſt give place 
to the Viſions of an irceligious Quack, more fit to gaze 
upon Urinals, than to talk of Religion, 104 
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Had their Diſcourſe been innocent, their Madness 
had been diverting: But to hear Chriftians turn God 
into Farce, and Religion into Romance; revile Sunctity, 
and play with Juſtice, is monſtrous and provoking. 
For what can be more amazingly flagitious, than to 
make God the Subject of our Sport, and the Goſpel of 


our Diverſion? Than to throw the moſt auguſt and 


the moſt trifling Things into the ſame Compoſition? 
And to blend Majeſty and Omnipotence with Laughter 
and Frenzy? 

The Proverb ſays, I ho murders when he is drunk, muſt 
bang for it when he is ſober. I would have it paſs into a 
ſtanding Law, and take in Blaſphemers. The Fear of 
a red-hot Iron might poſſibly put em in mind of Fire 
and Brimftone ; and the Dread of paſſing for ſtigma- 
tized Villains in this World, might ſcare them into an 
Apprehenfion of living eternally Reprobates in the 
next. 

By this time Elentherius had ſeized on the Chair, and 
began to hold forth on the Text of ede, bibe. He was 
a Libertine at full Growth, a Latitudinarian in Prin- 
ciple, and by conſequence an Atheiſt in Practice: Eęi- 
rare was his Caſuiſt, and Hobbs his Divine. 

To your Arms, Gentlemen (bawils he) the Enemy 
has taken the Field, and advances to beat up our Quar- 
ters. Our Privileges gaſp, and our great Prerogative 
lies bleeding: Nothing but Reſolution can retrieve 
them. 

The Company gazed at this unexpected Exordium. 
Some cried out Thieves, others a French Invaſion ; but 


moſt concluded, the Monſieurs could ſcarce land with- 


out Veſſels; unleſs they followed the Road of the Com- 
poſtella Pilgrims, or preſſed ſome Teams of Domingos 
Ganzes. But the Orator perceiving their —_— ſoon 
laid their Fright, and calm'd their Fear. Gentlemen 
{continued he) our Enemies are domeſtic, not foreign ; 
and they prepare Chains for our Conſciences, not for 
our Bodies. In a Word, they preach up Virtue, and 
cant down Pleafure ; entail Heaven on the one, and 
Hell on the other. 


Yet, 
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Yet, did they confine this Obligation of Self-denial 
to the Clergy, or the Sex, I would fit down, and only 
{mile at the Impoſture. But alas! they even ſtrike at 
our unqueſtionable Prerogative, and bring Gentlemen 
within the Laſh of the Statute. We muſt forſooth fling 
up our Claim to Heaven, unleſs we ftarve in the Face 
of Plenty. We ſhall cry out in the next World for 
Water to cool our parched Tongues, if we bathe 'em 
with Burgundy in this. Theſe new-coined Tenets are 
ſet on foot, and abetted in London, nay, in the very 
Sight of the Play-houſe and Tavern. 

met this Morning one Euſebius, the grand Patriarch 
of theſe dangerous Morals : His Perfon ſeems as out- 
landiſh as his Doctrine, and his Mind no leſs hetero- 
dox than his Principles: He is a Compound of Je 
and Infidel, Phariſee on the one fide, and Stoic on the 
other: His Gate is as grave as the old Duke of 47. 
va's, and as ſtarched as that of his Majeſty of Pegu : 
But his Tongue rides poſt, and is a kind of Morus per- 
petuus; and like old Diogenes, or Timon, is always upon 
the Satire. In fine, I took the Man for Penance in 
Perfon, and Mortification in Querpo; for a mere Mum- 
my, pickled in Myrrh, and baked in Bitumen. Gen- 
tlemen, cries he, muſt low Appetite, baulk Senſe, and 
curb Nature: They muſt war upon the Fleſh, repreſs 
its Sallies, and diet it into Obedience They muſt be 
humble in Grandeur, poor in Wealth, and meek in 
ſpite of Provocation : They mnſt melt down their 
Swords into Croſſes, and turn their fine Holland Shirts 
into Sackcloth. Is not this to lay us on our Backs? 
To break down the Incloſure between Quality and 
Pleaſantry, and to call in our Patents? Drudgery is the 
Portion of Clowns, Pleaſure the Inheritance of Gen- 
tlemen : I could not indeed confute his Sophiſms with 
Reaſon, but will by Practice. And if I am not mi- 
ſtaken, one Fact weighs more than a thouſand Specu- 
lations. Let us ſtrangle this new-born Brat in the 
Cradle. Principiis „ is a nice Maxim: A Spark 
contemned breaks often into a Flame. New Errors 
are as highly received into our Iſland as new Faſhions, 
and we are juſt as conſtant to our Principles as to our 
Amours. 
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The — 5 was received with Applauſe, and all 
voted a Remedy. Some would ſilence Eiſebius with a 
Baſtinado, and others with Reaſon. They pitched up- 
on the laſt Opinion as more civil, and leſs dangerous. 
An Interview is reſolved. But who will take up the 
Cudgels, and cloſe with the Enemy ? Eleutherius found 


no Inclination to meaſure Weapons with a victorious 


Foe. The firſt Engagement had cooled his Appetite : 
He had ſhot all his Ammunition, and like our German 
Allies, expected a Bill of Exchange to furniſh his Ma- 
gazine with new Proviſion. 

The Expedition, ſays one of the Company, is of 
too great Conſequence to be committed to Eleutherius's 
Conduct; he has been once fooled, and a ſecond At- 
tempt, ill-managed, may give an intire Overthrow to 
our Cauſe. To be foiled and fooled, ſays another with 
a Smile, may paſs for ſynonymous in his Cafe ; the 
Senſe comes as near as the Letters, and the Signifi- 
cation of either may equally be applied to him. 

Eleutherius was ſurprized at the Glance, and the 
Sarcaſm called for a Bluſh; but Wine prevented the 
Confuſion ; for it having taken Poſſeſſion of his Cheeks, 
they could admit no other Colour : Though, to ſpeak 
Truth, Eleutherins had a great Command over his 
Blood, and was within an Ace as much Maſter of his 
Face as of his Conſcience. 

However, he proteſted againſt the Calumny, yet with 
too much Heat to be innocent; the Wine had warmed 
his Courage, but this ſet it on fire. The Conſult had 
ended in a civil War, had not one of the Company 
interpoſed, and kept the Peace between her Majeſty's 
Subjects. Nay, he undertook the Command of the 
Expedition : So that having provided for the Encounter, 
they reeled to their Lodgings, though ſome took up in 


the Kennel. 


DIA. 
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DIALOGUE I. 
A Proſecution of the ſame Subject. 


HILST Eleutherius prepared againſt Eu/ebias on 
the one ſide, his Lady (whom I call en 
muſtered Troops on the other. Yeſterday's Diſcourſe 
lay hard on her W ty Stomach. The Gentlewoman 
was downright Crop-fick, and nothing but Revenge was 
able to carry off the Humour. She had been ſo inured 
to Compliments, that ſhe could not digeſt Euſebius's 
Freedom. Flattery had placed her among the Beau- 
ties, and Favour voted her a Wit. She was fond of 
the Promotion, and by an innate Pride common to the 
Sex, aſcribed the whole Preferment to Merit, and no- 
thing to Courteſy. Now this Lady, ſo gaudy in Con- 
ceit, could not endure to receive Reproof for Incenſe, 
nor unpalatable Truths for fawning Courtſhip. She 
— a fincere Tongue no leſs than a true Glaſs, 
and would no more ſuffer her Conduct to be queſtioned, 
than her Complexion. Euſebius indeed had handled 
her Ladyſhip without Ceremony, but her Diſeaſe was 
mortal: Like an honeſt Surgeon, he would not ſpare 
the Saw to flatter the Patient. However, he ſtept not 
over the Rules of Breeding, but kept within the Bounds 
of Decency : But he could not applaud her Follies, nor 
canonize her Irregularities. She was wedded to the 
World. He told her ſhe embraced a Shadow, that once 
would betray her Hopes, and thwart her Þ&peRation 
with Diſappointment : That ſhe might receive her Fol- 
ly by a timely Divorce; but that dilatory Put - offs are 
generally followed by an untimely Repentance. Ea- 
ſebius might have expected, from her Court-breeding, a 
civil Return for ſo charitable a Caveat. Emilia was in 
the wrong, but ſhe would not be ſet right. She poſted 
to Hell, yet would needs be told ſhe took the high Way 
to Heaven: And becauſe the good old Gentleman poſt- 
poned her Favour to her Happineſs, and refuſed to pur- 
chaſe her bonnes Graces at the Expence of her Soul, ſhe 
flew into a Fury, and repaid his Charity with Satire 
and Declamation. Nay, ſome affirm Paſſion had = 
mo 
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moſt ſtopped Reſpiration; and that ſhe had certainly 
expired of a Syncop, had ſhe not taken Coach, and 
thrown off the ſtifling Humour in the Boſom of a Fe- 
male Juncto, with whom ſhe paſſed the Evening. 

Emilia found the Ladies in a Commotion, their Con- 
verſation was clamorous, and too earneſt to be indif- 
ferent. Indeed a kind of South-eaſt Wind had rufled 
their Temper, and blown their Tongues into Diſorder. 

The French Packet. boat brought over the Alarm, and 
Lucia (fo I call the Lady) paid the Poſt a Shilling for 
the Mortification. To be ſhort, this Gentlewoman en- 
tertained an Envoy at the French Court, to give Intel- 
ligence how Modes ebbed and flowed ; when they firſt 
appeared, when like to expire ; which were more = 
per for forty, which for ſixteen ; which for a riſing, 
which for a ſetting Beauty. She received freſh Advice, 
that the French King had forbid the wearing of Gold- 
Jace, and that all below a Counteſs lay under the Pro- 
hibition; that he had clipped Commodes, and taken 
the Sex a Story lower ; that the Ducheſs of Burgundy 
immediately undreſſed, and appeared in a Fontange of 
the new Standard; that his Majeſty had a Deſign a- 
gainſt Top-knots, and had paſſed in Council an Act a- 
gainſt the Tranſportation of Waſhes and Pomatums. 

This unexpected Intelligence wrought like Diaturbith 
cum Rhea ; Paſſion fluſhed in their Faces, and burſt out 
of their Mouths. The Grand Lewis was commanded 
to the Bar, and pronounced guilty of a high Miſde- 
meanor ; he was handled by this Female Bench as ca- 
valierly, as the Salamanca Doctor by Sir George Fefferies ; 
and his exorbitant Power received more Laſhes in an 
Hour, than at the Hague, or Vienna, in a Twelve- 
month. 

The Sun, ſays one, in all his Voyages never ſaw a 
more imperious Prince; he drives at univerſal Monar- 
chy, his Defires out-ftretch his Dominions, nothing is 
able to glut his Ambitien but the Slavery of Exrope ; 
he has beſieged Towns theſe threeſcore Years, now he 
falls foul upon Faſhions, and hectors at the Toilet as 


This 
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This is, continued another, an Inroad upon our Pri- 
vilege, and a manifeſt Invaſion of our Right; to mo- 
del Dreſſes, is the chief Branch of our Prerogative; 
nay, it's our proper Chattel; in a Word, it is an Em- 
ployment intailed on our Sex. 

Indeed, I am told, ſays a third, French Laws reach 
not our Iſland ; they are contraband here, no leſs than 
their Wines: But tho' there be no Commerce of Trade, 
there is of Modes; we are always French without, tho” 
ſeldom within; and tho' we hate their Soldiers, we 
dote on their Taylors and Sempſtreſſes. We ſhould 
therefore ſee the Waiters, and Fire on the reformed 
Ware at the landing ; nay, and indi& the Seamen upon 
the Statute of no Commerce with France. 

Emilia expected a Quede with Impatience, and now 
ſhe thought to eaſe her Mind, and to lay open the 
Cauſe of her Chagrin to the Company. Alas! ſaid 
ſhe, our Privileges are not only rifled at Paris, they 
are clipped at London; the diſtinguiſhing Marks of 
Birth and Title are defaced, and the Maid ſtands on the 
ſame Level with my Lady. Then fhe entertained the 
Club with the Dialogue between heffelf and Eu/eb:us, 
and followed the Text with an exaſperating Comment : 
Nay, ſhe miſrepreſented the Diſconrſe to fit it for Sa- 
tire, and foiſted in ſome grating Expreſſions to provoke 
Reſentment. The Harangue tired the Audience, and 
almoit threw a Leaſh of Ladies into Fits: They loſt 
Patience, and even Breeding ; Paffion feized on Rea- 
fon, and Revenge gave Liberty to the Tongue. When 
Spite and Impotence meet, nothing is more clamorous 
and extravagant. | 

But above all, Emilia was remarkable : Nature had 
favoured her with a voluble Tongne ; and her mercu- 
rial Temper, heated with Revenge, improved its Mo- 
tion to Admiration; fo that it run at the Rate of ten 
Miles an Hour, and laſhed Eſebius without Mercy or 
Interruption. They leave Monſieur at Verſailles, to 
chaſtiſe Ey/ebius at Londen : He was to be brought upon 
his Knees firſt, and then to do penance before Ge Con- 
gregation. But theſe ſevere Reſolutions were the Ef- 
tect of the firſt Heat; Time cooled their Fury, and 

wrought 
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wrought them into Terms of a more reaſonable Satis- 
faction. They thought therefore fit to compound with 
the Gentleman upon theſe Articles. 1. That he craved 
Pardon of the Ladies for affronting their Character, 
in the Perſon of Emilia. 2. That he acknowledged 
the Doctrine he had advanced was heterodox ; =_ 
ſpoken out of Inadvertence than Malice, and more 
to carry on Diſcourſe, than to impoſe an Obligation. 
3. That theſe Words of our Saviour, Be perfect, rather 
intimate a Counſel than a Command ; and that they 
concern neither the Ducheſs, Counteſs, nor Gentlewo- 
man. 4. That the foreſaid Perſons are exempt from 
the Cumbrances of the Goſpel, and lie under no Law 
but of their Pleaſure. Emilia and Lucia drew up theſe 
Conditions, and were deputed by the Juncto to preſent 
them to Euſebius. In the mean Time the good Man 
went to Bed, never dreaming of their Deſigns ; and ig- 
norant of the Work theſe two Cabals had cut him out 
for the next Day's Employment. 
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DIALOGUE III. 
Euſebius Jays open the irregular Conduct of Ladies, 


EMI LIA and Lucia drove away betimes the next 
Morning to Euſebius's Lodging. They generouſly 
for once broke their Sleep to execute their Commiſſion, 
and expoſed their Health to the _— Vapours for 
the common Concern of the Sex. Eu/ebius ſtarted at 
the Earlineſs of the Viſit, and began to ſuſpe& this 
unuſual Appearance, like monſtrous Births, portended 
a Turn of State, or threatening Inundation, or Earth- 
quakes : To riſe by Candlelight, and to ſet out before 
the Sun, is not only a Breach of Cuſtom, but a Viola- 
tion of the Ceremonial of Ladies; univerſally they 
muſt not begin their Journies till Phabus has 
almoſt ended his, nor lay down to fleep till he 
prepares to riſe, However, Euſebius * his 

uty 
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Duty in the Height of his Surprize, and received the 
Deputies with a Reſpect. He would fain have regaled 
them with a Diſh of Chocolate, but they refuſed the 
Offer : For indeed they had already, by way of Pre- 
caution, armed themſelves againſt the Serena with a 
Caudle. 

Emilia opened her Commiſſion, and read her Cre- 
dentials : Then I am ſent, ſaid ſhe, by a ſele& Com- 


mittee of Ladies, to require Satisfaction! You are, 


Sir, I preſume, continued ſhe, too guilty to deny the 
Charge, and too much a Gentleman net to aſk our 
Pardon, | 

Euſebius could ſcarce keep Countenance at this un- 
expected Harangue ; and indeed, had not her Ladyſhip 
wept like April, he might have turned the Scene into 
Farce and Comedy. Indeed ſhe wept ſo heartily, one 
would have thought her favourite Lap-dog lay gaſp- 
ing, or that ſome American Planter had kidnapped the 
little Animal, to tranſplant the Species into Virginia. 
It was not Repentance for her Sins melted her Heart, 
and drew down theſe plentiful Showers: No, no; 
Vexation alone opened the Flood-gates of her Eyes, 
and caſt her into this whimpering Diſtemper. Eu/e- 
bius, as I ſaid, had catechiſed her Ladyſhip, and ſhe 
took his Freedom in Dudgeon : She miſtook his Cha- 
rity for Diſreſpect, and thought herſelf affronted, be- 
cauſe he paid leſs Reſpect to her Follies, than to her 
Perſon ; for great Ladies expect Flattery, even fur 
thoſe Extravagancies for which they are in danger of 
ſuffering Fire and Brimſtone hereafter. Now the very 
Sight of Euſebius boiled up her Reſentment to the 
Brim ; and becauſe it found not an eaſy Iflue through 
the Tongue, it broke a Paſſage thro' the Eyes. 

Euſebius ſeeing Emilia in this Situation, thought open 
Raillery unſeaſonable, and yet he could not reſolve to 


be ſerious. He took therefore a Mean, and between 


Earneſt and Jeſt: You are, Madam, I perceive, ſaid 
he, a public Miniſter, and this Lady is your Adjoint. 
Why was not I advertiſed of your coming ; I might 
have prepared the S:zpha, or borrowed her Majeſty's 


Coaches to conduct you to Audience. But ſeeing you 
are 
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are pleaſed to appear Incognito, let my Ignorance apo. 
logize for this poor Reception. 3 

You tell me, 1 am guilty of Leze Majeſty againſt 
Ladies; certainly a Crime of ſo monſtrous a Size would 
fly in my Face, unleſs my Memory were ſhort, or m 
Conſcience hardened, Yet though Age hath not wore 
out the one, nor my Morals ſeared the other, I am not 
conſcious of the Treſpaſs. No, I reſpect their Quali- 
ty, and have a Regard for their Perſons, when attend- 
ed by Merit, and waited on by Virtue : Bat when 1I 
find no Fund of Excellency, but the Feminine Gender; 
a dignified Huſband, or a gaudy Manteau, I reſerve my 
Eſteem for more deſerving Objects. | 
Tuc. How, Sir! Have you the Confidence to plead 
not guilty before Emilia ? Refreſh your Memory, caſt 
a Reflection upon Yeſterday's Converſation ! Was it 
genteel? Was it managed by the ſtrict Rules of De- 
Corum ? You forgot her Station, and your own. 
Buch. You muſt not wonder, Madam, if 1 deny the 
Indictment; the Law allows it to Criminals, it is the 
Style of the Court. Now, I ſuppoſe, you will not re- 
fuſe me the Privitege of the Bar. But, however, I had 
I confeſs the Honour to argue the Point with Emilia, 
and the Misfortune to diſpleaſe her. Yet the Offence 
was merely perſonal, it reached not the Court, much 
Teſs the whole Sex. I preſume every Woman is not 
Legion; and that Affronts, like Diſeaſes, are not pro- 
pagated by Sympathy. _ | 
Tac. You ſtruck and wounded the whole Sex thro' 
Emilia's Side. Did you not preach up Virtue, not 
only as an Ornament to Quality, but as a ſtrict Obli- 
gation ? Did you not Iampoon our Conduct, and expoſe 
our Behaviour ? 
Euſeb. I told Emilia Virtue was her Duty, and I have 
Scriptnre for my Warrant. Pray fly in the Face of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and bring in an Action of Scandalum 
Magnatum againſt our Bleſſed Saviour. He pinches, I 
- afſure you, upon Grandeur and Title, and values more 
a Dairy-maid with Virtue, than a Princeſs without it. 
I ventured alſo to compare the Practice of Ladies with 
their Duty; and after a ſerious Application, I "_ 
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the one bore no Proportion with the other. They jar 
bke Contraries, and can no more be reconciled than 
Contradictories. If I arraign the Expreſſes of ſome, 
it was only to reform them. Charity Faben my 


Tongue, not Satire. In fine, I endeavoured to correct 
their Failings, without outraging their Perſons, or in- 
ſulting their Quality. Now, pray Ladies, Where is 
the Harm ? Is it not true, That God created the 
World for Man, and Man for himſelf ? And are not 
Ladies comprehended in this general End of the Cre- 
ation ? Will they reſign all Claim to Heaven ; or ſhake 
off the Yoke of Dependence ? Are they not therefore 
obliged to ſerve God, both out of Intereſt and Duty? 
Is not this the fundamental Stone cf our Religion ? 
The capital Maxim of the Goſpel ? The whole Load 


of Chriſtian Promiſes and Precepts lean on this Baſis : 


And as God has obſerved no Mean in his Favours to 
us, ſo he has put no Bounds to our Obligation. Love 
the Lord thy God with all thy Heart. This is the Scrip- 
ture, Ladies : It is not only God's Word, but his Com- 
mand ; and I find no where that the topping Females 


lie without the Pale of the Precept. But, perhaps, 


you are better read in Shakeſpear than Revelation. 

Luc, God be thanked, Sir, we know the Catechiſm. 
Do you ſuppoſe we received our Education in the 
Wilds of America ? 

Euſeb. J queſtion not your Knowledge: It is hard to 
overlook a Truth God has ſtamped within us. That 
we were made to ſerve God, is the firſt Leſſon we 
learn: But by Misfortune, we ſeldom look behind the 
Principle; we never take into Conſideration the Con- 
{ſequences : For if it be true you were merely created 
for his Service and Glory, every Action that warps 
from this Point is excentrical and irregular : It 15 a 
Violation of your Duty, and carries you from the End 
of your Creation. Be pleaſed to ſurvey your Thoughts 
and Defires ; calculate your Words and Actions; and 
then tell me, Whether they hankered not more after 
your Satisfaction than God's Service? Whether they 
aimed not more at the obliging of Senſe, than at the 
Diſcharge of your Duty? And yet you believe you 
| were 
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were placed in this World to ſave your Soul : That 
your only Buſineſs is to ſave it : That though you gain 
the Univerſe, you loſe all, unleſs you ſave it : Permit 
me to diſbelieve you in this Particular, or to conclude 
your Reaſon to be diſordered. 

Emil. Take your Choice, Judgments work no Alte- 
ration in this: You will ſcarce think us out of Chriſti 
anity, nor judge us into Beth/em : But pray, What un- 
fortunate Conſtellation reigned at our Births? What 
fatal Influence dubbed us Fools or Infidels ? The Di- 
lemma is unkind : I might add, ungenteel. Infidelity 


in a reformed Nation has ſomething of the Monſter ; 


and Folly every where much of the Beaſt. Does our 
Diſcourſe betray any Diſtemper of the Head ? Or our 
Practice any Symptoms of a depraved Will ? | 
Euſeb. Should you ſee a Man, whilſt his Eſtate lay 
gaſping, ſaunter from the Play-houſe to the Tavern ; 
ſleep till Ten in the Morning, and revel till Twelve at 
Night; baſtinado his Lawyers, and challenge his 
Jakes to a Duel ; would you not conclude this Gen- 
tleman valued Indigence above an Eſtate ? That he was 
fond of Poverty ? Or completely rigged out for a Jour- 
ney to Moor fields. 1 
Emil. We ſhould queſtionleſs infer, he had a Mind 
to diſburthen himſelf of the Incumbrance of Lands, 
and to try the Charity of the Congregation. But pray 
parallel not our Behaviour to this Coxcomb's Extra- 
vagance. ä 
Euſeb. By no means; for how can I compare Things 
that have no Proportion, or Analogy ? This Coxcomb's 
Folly can only throw him into Poverty, and thoſe 
troubleſome Sequels that wait on Indigence, light Din- 
ners, and foul Linen: And yet, this Misfortune ws | 
by Care and Induſtry be retrieved, and muſt end. 
But Ladies muſt expect more diſmal Conſequences of 
their Negligence: But Heaven loſt, is never found; 
and Hell- flames once lighted, aue never extinguiſhed. ' 
Luc. Nay, now we are fallen on the Topic of Eter- 
nity, we ſhall never end. You are chopped upon the 
Text of Pedants, upon the common Theme of Cant. 
You intend to fright us into Bigotry, and to ſcare us 
into 
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into Slavery. We know God has prepared a Heaven 
for his Friends, and a Hell for his Enemies, and that 
both are everlaſting; but we know alſo whilſt we do 
no Harm, we incur no Guilt, and by Conſequence no 
Puniſhment. 

Euſeb. Hell indeed is a very common Place, the 
Road to it is plain, and always crouded, ſo that it is 
well peopled : Nay, and the Citizens, like thoſe of old 
Rome, are in great part Lords, Knights and Ladies; 
and the Privilege of the Corporation runs for Eternity. 
You are acquainted, you tell me, with this Truth : 
However, I take the Freedom to rub up your Memo- 
ry; and I think a Touch of it ſometimes, tho' it be 
only in Glance and Cypher, is ſeaſonable: For, I con- 
feſs, a Doubt has hung cruelly in my Head, whether 
the Knowledge of our Firſt-rate Mortals, of both 
Sexes, . the Centre? I have ſpent ſome Reflec- 
tions upon their Conduct, and find Hell in their 
Practice, but not in their Belief, I have compared 
with Grief, Pagan Rome with Chriftian London, and 
read in the Practice of this, the Infidelity of the other. 
Their Actions are ſo uniform, one muſt conclude their 
Expectations are the fame ; and that our Exg/zþ Hopes 
and Fears are confined wholly to the preſent, as well 
as the Romans, For, in fine, theſe Pagan Ladies were 
littered to Campus Martius, ours are coached to Hyae- 
Park; if they ſheered off to the Theatre, ours drive 
Home by the Play-houſe ; they had their Balls, we are 
not behind-hand in this Diverſion. The Roman Ladies 
hung Provinces in their Ears, and carried the Price of 
Kingdoms on their Backs; and their Vanity ſwelled to 
that Exceſs, that nothing but a Decree of the Senate 
was able to put Bounds to its Extravagance. Indeed 
our Banks are leis furniſhed than thoſe of Rome; and 
ſo our Exgliſb Vices muft be content with leſs Equi- 
page : We are not attended by a Train of Slaves, nor 
carried on the Shoulders of Gault, or Germans; our 
Pendants and Necklaces may want ſome Carats of the 
antient Bravery, but generally they weigh more than 
our Lands and Lordſlps ; they eat up our Glebe, and 
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prey upon our very Titles. So that though our Va- 
nity has leſs Pomp and State, it's attended by more 
Folly. 

I — Venus and Cupid have no Altars in our 
Churches; yet though they are clear of Idols, Idolatry 
goes on: Like Michas, we worſnip theſe little Proſtitutes 
at home with Ephads and Teraphim, and turn the whole 
Year into a Lupercalia: We build, I mean, to this Pro- 
cureſs and Pandar, Altars in our Hearts, out of the 
Reach of Parliament or Church-wardens ; and ſacrifice 
not Doves, but all our Thoughts, Defires, and Actions 
to thoſe lewd Divinities. For pray conſider, do not 
Love-intrigues take up the Time of Chriſtians, as well 
as of the old Pagans? And are they not carried on 
with as much Heat and Ceremony at London as at Rome ? 
Can Hiſtory inſtance one Fact of Incontinence that we 
have not adopted by Practice? Nay, the Copies we 
draw, out-do the Originals; and we bluſh as little at 
thoſe Crimes our Religion condemns to Fire and 
Brimſtone, as the Pagans at thoſe Idolatry placed in 
Heaven. | 

Now, who can draw any other Concluſion from ſuch 
a Reſemblance of Practice, but a Reſemblance of Be- 
lief? And that Erg/and, though Chriſtian without, is 
no leſs Pagan within than America? For what is the 
Difference, but that our Name is better, and our Vices 
worſe? I have heard that a Japaneſe, by the Inſtruction 
of a Divine, conceived a high Idea of the Chriſtian 
Religion; but all the Rhetoric of the Preacher was 
unable to bring him over, till he had taken a Journey 
into Europe. ith the firſt fair Wind he ſet fail for 
Goa, he doubles the Cape of Good-Hope, and lands at 
Liſbon ; he travels over Europe; he examines the Be- 
haviour and Employments of Chriſtians ; he compares 
their Lives with their Belief, the Looſeneſs of their 
Actions with the Severity of their Precepts ; and find- 
ing no Proportion between the Doctrine and the Prac- 
tice, he concluded Chriſtianity was Mummery and Ro- 
mance: That we did not believe in Europe, what we 
preached in India; and, in fine, that Chriſtianity was 
rather a Myſtery of Iniquity than of Godlineſs. * 
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he could not conceive it poſſible for ſo many Millions 
to run counter to the Laws of their Profeſſion, and to 
combine to confute by an univerſal Practice all the Ar- 
ticles of their Creed. Can Men, ſaid he, who profeſs 
a Goſpel of Love and Amity, outrage their Brethren, 
and welter in the Blood of their neareſt Relations ? 
Can Men, who are bid to lay up all their Treaſure in 
Heaven, place their whole Concerns upon Earth ? Can 
they take up here, as if they were never to remove, and 
ſettle with Satisfaction in the very Place of their Exile? 
Can Men believe Chriſt ſuffered for their Sins, and yet 
crucify him in their Oaths ? Or that God will avenge 
Crimes, and yet commit the blackeſt without Horror, 
or even Scruple ? Can they believe Luſt is forbid, and 
at the ſame time make it their Buſineſs to excite Fleſh, 
and whip on the Paſſions to Exceſſes, even beyond their 
natural Inclination ? To plunge into Debauches leſs upon 
Appetite, than by way of Exploit and Gallantry ? This 
poor Idolater could not conceive how the Conduct of 
Chriſtians could vary ſo prodigiouſly from their Judg- 
ments : How their Law could teach Morality, and their 
Actions breathe Impiety : And ſo returned into his 
Country with this Perſuaſion, that our Religion was all 
Artifice, all criminal, or all Chriſtians Infidels. | 

Emil. Well, Scolding is a Song of two Parts; if you 
take one, I may be tempted to take the other. Provi- 
dence _—_ a good Surgeon, to make an ill Gentle- 
man. Your Genius lies fo to Diſſection, I believe you 
take as much Pleaſure in the cutting up of a Fault, 
or in reading upon the Sores of your Neighbour, as a 
Doctor of the College in the anatomizing of a Male- 
factor taken from the Gibbet. Take your way, lam- 
poon the whole Race of Chriſtians, and make a Satire 
upon the Nation. You have aſſumed the Office of Cen- 
ſor-general, and what will you gain but Enemies and 
Reproof ? | 

Luc. His Invective, Madam, reaches not us; we do 
no Harm; our Conduct is innocent, and our Behaviour 
belies not our Profeſſion. 


E:yſeb. I am not diſpoſed to libel Ladies, nor to bur- 


leſque Mankind, But I am concerned in earneſt, to 
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ſee People, in ſpite of all Solicitation to be happy, run 
headlong, like crown'd Victims, to their Ruin: To 
ſee Chriſtians claim a Right to the vaſt Promiſes of our 
Redeemer, and at the ſame time to break through all 
the Principles that — the Title. You fix your Se. 
curity upon this w Maxim, 1 do no Harm. Sup. 
poſe it true; Will this inſure your Happineſs ? 

You have certainly conſidered Matt. xxv. You have 
read the Parable of a Maſter, who called his Servant 
to Account for a Talent. Be pleaſed, n my Re. 
commendation, to turn once more to Place : It 
ſeems deſign'd for your Inſtruction; weigh the Drift, 
and ſtop at every Circumſtance, This Man delivered 
his Servant a Talent, with a Command to lay it out at 
Intereſt : But reflecting on the one ſide perchance that 
the Bank was ſunk, and the Security queſtionable ; and 
on the other, that his Maſter was ſevere and exacting; 
he thought it a Piece of Policy to ſecure the Capital, 
and reſtored it immediately at his Return. But the 
Maſter treats the Man with Heat and Outrage: II and 
idle Servant. He receives the Talent with Indignation 
he coops him up in a Gaol, and then condemns him 
to weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth. Now this poor 
Wretch was neither Thief nor Murderer ; he neither 
waſted his Lord's Goods, nor alienated 'em. It's true, 
he laid not out the Money to Intereſt ; but he ſecured 
the Principal: And if he did no-Good, he was charged 
with no Harm. Notwithſtanding, this Plea brought 
him not off; he was found guilty of Negligence and 
Jdleneſs, and received both Sentence and Puniſhment. 

So that, Ladies, the very Ground of your Security 
was the Cauſe of his Damnation. He was unprofit- 
able, but not wicked; he increafed not his Maſter's 
Stock, nor did he embezzle it. You pretend you do 
no Harm, but confeſs you do no Good; you do not 
ſerve God, and will not offend him. If this Pretence 
did not protect the Steward, nor ſtave off the Sentence, 
why ſhall it plead harder for you ;- unleſs perchance the 
Female Sex has Right to more Indulgence than the 
Male; or that God will have Regard to Quality - or 
| 1 at 
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that the Court lies out of the Verge of his Juriſ- 
diftion ? | 
But in good earneſt, Ladies, Do you no Harm ? Is it 
not Harm to wander from the Cradle to the Coffin in a 
Labyrinth of Amuſements, either vain or childiſh ? Is 
it zo Harm to tire yourſelf upon the Concerns of this 
World, without ſpending one Thought upon the Affairs 
of the other? Is it »o Harm to play the Prodigals, to 
laviſh thoſe precious Moments of Time that compoſe 
your Lives, upon Balls, Maſks, and Dreſſing ? Perchance 
Education has given you falſe Notions of Time; you 
are ignorant of its Value; you are perchance apter to 
look upon it as a Burden, than a Favour; as a Drug 
that lies upon your Hands, than a Treaſure. Suffer me 
to dilabuſe you. 

Nothing is more valuable, nothing more precious 
than Time, every Moment is worth an Eternity ; the 
Bliſs of the Saints is. but the Reward of Time well huſ- 
banded, and the Torments of the Damned are the diſ- 
mal Effects of Time miſuſed, Do 74 comprehend the 
Value of Grace, or of the beatifical Viſion ? This 
Grace, this beatifical Viſion, are the Price of Time. 
The damned Souls can never ſoften God's Juſtjce; 
though they weep eternally, though they groan eter- 
nally under the Weight of his Severity : And yet, in 
one Moment of Time, aſſiſted by his Grace, we may 
cancel the moſt flaming Sins, we may renew our Claim 
to Heaven, and return to his Favour, Happineſs there- 
fore and Miſery, and both eternal, depend on Time. 
Yet you do no Harm when you miſ-ſpend it; nay, when 
you labour more to miſapply it, than God requires to 
manage it to Advantage. 

How many Wretches ſulter in Flames, without Pity 
or Interruption ? And yet they burn for the very Prin- 
ciple you maintain, that it's 20 Harm to trifle away 
Time. But, Ladies, Flames have reftor'd 'em to their 
Wits, and brought them to a-juſt Acknowledgment of 
their Error : They deplore their Miſtake with fruitleſs 
Tears, and draw from their late Repentance no Leni- 
tive but Deſpair. They cry louder for Time, than the 
unhappy Dives for Water, 7 prize a Moment above 
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the Waves of the Ocean. Would God expoſe Time to 
Sale, the Number of Chapmen would equal that of the 
Reprobates. How many Empires would Alexander, Ce- 
far, and Meſſaline, give up for one Hour? But, alas! 
ten thouſand Worlds will not purchaſe a ſingle Moment. 
Is it then 20 Harm to ſaunter away our Lives, and like 
Children, duck-and-drake away a Treaſure able to buy 
Paradiſe ? In fine, Ladies, our death-bed Wiſhes, that 
ſue with ſuch an Energy for a Moment's Reprieve, de- 

monſtrate Time has a real Value: For why ſhould it 
appear ſo deſireable, when the moſt gaudy Vanities of 
the World raiſe Contempt? 

Emil. So, Euſebius has | moan ge our Dooms ; we 
are already damned in Effigy, nay, and all Mankind 
in Emblem and Hieroglyphic. Are you not afraid, 
Sir, of being torn to Pieces by the Street Infantry ? Do 
you feel no Pangs of Compunction for ſuch Anti- 
chriſtian Aſſertions ? I could no more ſleep with ſuch 
2 weighty Sin upon my Conſcience, than I could breathe 
fifty Fathom under Water. What nothing but Hell 
and Damnation for poor Mortals, after a plentiful Re- 
demption ? But I ſuppoſe you ſtand off in — and 
comprehend us not in your Sentence; for, I thank God, 
T always have an Eye on the main Chance; I am at 
Peace within, and take Account of my Time. 

Euſeb. Miſtake me not, Judicature is the Flower of 
God's Prerogative : He alone crowns the Virtue of the 
Righteous, and puniſhes the Crimes of the Ungodly. 
J have not ſurveyed the Region of Darkneſs, nor 
peruſed the Regiſter of Lucifer; ſo that I am ignorant 
of the Number of the Unfortunate, and unacquainted 
with their Perſons: Yet certainly if Scripture be the 
Rule of Good and Evil, if it points at the Road that 
leads to Death, without ſtraining the Law of Charity, I 
may pronounce the greateſt Part of our Beaus and Belles 
are in a fair way to Damnation. For who ſteers by 
that Compaſs ? Who follows that Gnide ? Nay, in De- 
fiance of Self-Intereſt, Revelation, and Reaſon too, we 
cut upon all the Maxims of the Goſpel, as if it were to 
be underſtood backwards, and that Vice ſtood for Vir- 
tue, Virtue for Vice, and Hell for Heaven, yt it 
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ſeems your Club is not like other People; your Con- 
ſciences are ſerene, without Storm or Cloud; you en- 
joy within a ſweet Spring, a gentle Calm, as if the 

alcyons had built their Neſts in your very Souls. You 
make not a falſe Step from January to December, every 


Thought is ſeraphic, every Motion more than Chriſtian, 


every Moment of Time is managed with 'Thought and 
Conſideration. It's pity Canonizations are out of Fa- 
ſhion in England, you might elſe ſtand fair for a Place in 
the Calendar. But, in good earneſt, is your Conduct 
ſo irreproachable ? Do you allow fo much Time to God? 
So little to Vanity ? Let us try, if you pleaſe, this Point 
by plain Fact: It deſerves Attention. 

Pray then, Ladies, what is the grand Occupation of 
the Day ? Between eight and nine in comes my Ladies 
Woman, to range in Order and Method all the little 
Trinkets of the Toilet. She chuckles together a whole 
Covy of Eſſences and Perfumes, ſhe commands Combs 
to their Poſts, Pomatums to theirs, Waſhes alamode to 
theirs. Here is Contrivance in Folly, and Confufion in 
Order. One would take a Dreſſing- room for a Toy- 
ſhop, or a Mercery of ſmall Ware, Nay, I have heard 
it compared to an Army in Array, for the little Knick- 
knacks ſtand in a military Poſture ; ſome are divided 
into Battalions, others into Squadrons ; ſome make up 
the left, ſome the right Wing; and I have ſeen a 
Corps de reſerve upon a Side-board, ready for ſudden 
Occafions. A French Glaſs alamode commands in the 
Corps de batailie ; at his Beck the Patch-boxes march, 


Powders and Eſſences advance, Combs enter upon Duty; 


and then on a ſudden, Halt: And now my Lady makes 
her trade, and begins the great Work of the Day. Ske 
conſults her Oracle the Glaſs, upon the State of the 
Health and Beauty : What Change ſince laſt Night 
Time has wrought in her Complexion ; whether it car- 
ries on its Approaches with Speed ; or whether it 
draws near the Glacis, and when probably it may 
maſter the Outwworks ? 


And now her Ladyſhip brandiſhes the Combs, and 


the Powders raiſe * in the Apartment. She trims 
up the Commode, ſhe places it ten times, unplaces it as 
3 5 oſten, 
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often, without being ſo fortunate as to hit upon the 
critical Point. She models it to all Syftems, but is 
Pleaſed with none. For you muſt know, ſome Ladies 
fanſy a vertical, others an horizontal Situation ; others 
dreſs by the Northern Latitude, and others lower its 
Point to forty-five Degrees. At length ſhe comes to the 
Patches: Here is Plea for Fancy, and Room for Inven- 
tion ; no wonder then if the Operation takes up Time, 
and calls for Study and Reflection; it's hard to reſolve 
upon the Number, harder upon the Size, and much 
more eaſy to billet an Army, than to aſſign each Patch 
its proper Station, 'Twelve ſtrikes before her Cheeks 
are inlaid, and her Face be checker'd alamode. And 
when ſhe has baited the Chambermaid, and ſtroked 
her Lap-dog, in comes Dinner; down ſhe fits, not to 
eat, but to fret; one Diſh is too high ſeaſoned, another 
too low ; this is too ſweet, that too ſour; the Pigeons 
are too lean, the Pullets too fat ; fince her Lewee, ſhe 
only named God, when ſhe told the Cook, Gad ſends 
Meat, and the Devil ſends Cooks, Here is the great Con- 
cern of the Morning; this takes Madam's Thoughts, 
this runs away with her Care, and ſweeps away with 
one half of the Day. Yet ſhe does no Harm, ſhe is 
thrifty of Time, ſhe puts it to Account; theſe Hours, 
go doubt, are wiſely employed; they are laid out to 
Advantage, and will fructify to a Miracle. 

But now the Evening Employment calls upon her. 
She ſteps into the Coach, drives to the Exchange in the 
Strand; from thence to Cheapfide, and at her Return 
ſtrikes in at Pater- naſter- Roau. In one Place ſhe learns 
new Faſhions ; here ſhe cheapens Silks, there China 
Diſhes ; here Perfumes, there Pomatums. She coaches 
the Ware, and leaves a Billet for the Reckoning. Be- 
ing cleared of Buſineſs, ſhe's fit for Diverſion. She 
poſts therefore to the Park, where ſhe ſuppoſes every 
one admires her. Some indeed are ſmitten with her 
Drapery, whilſt others pity her Folly ; but all agree her 
Vanity out-weighs her Judgment, that ſhe is richer 
without than within, and that her Wit ſparkles leſs than 
her glorious Equipage. She makes the Round, inquires 


who is come to Town ; who has flipt afide into the 
| Country, 
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Country, who is lately married, who lies in ; and hav- 
ing diſcharged her Commiſſion, and delivered her Er- 
rand, ſhe rolls home by the Play-houſe ; unleſs a Ball, 
or a ſecret Aſſignation defire her Preſence. This is a 
Lady's Life in Epitome, her Employment in Short- 
hand. One Day's Work is the Copy of another, and 
one Year ſhews the PraQtice of forty. 

And now, Ladies, which Action of the Day bids fair 
for Heaven ? Which calms your Conſcience, and puts 
you out of Apprehenſion of a final Miſcarriage ? Which 
diſtinguiſhes the Chriſtian from the Pagan? The Heir of 
Paradiſe from the Child of Lucifer? I fanſy the Chi- 
ſe Dames, who are Strangers to the Joys and Terrors 
of the other World, take the Scheme of their Lives 
from the Plan of yours. They work by your Sample, 
and copy the European Original. 'They while away 
their Time upon Trifles ; they dreſs and undreſs as you 
do ; they idolize a little Body that once muſt fall in the 
Grave, and repair with Artifice the Ravage of the Age ; 
they ſteer by the Impulſe of Senſe, and follow the Cur. 
rent of Inclination: Eaſe is the Object of their Wiſhes, 
and Virtue of their Averfion. If the Lives of Infidels 
and Chriſtians carry ſuch a Reſemblance, I fear their 
Ends will bear the fame Proportion; for how can they 
_—_— the ſame Road, and not arrive at the ſame 

erm | 

Luc. Here is a Libel upon the Sex, and the Character 
is ng ; but the Picture is taken from Imaging- 
tion, not from Life. It's a Daſh at Random; an Eſſay 
of Wit to ſport the Faculty, and to breathe the Spleen. 
J perceive you ſeldom frequent the Church; for did you 
vouchſafe to make an Appearance there on the Lord's 
Day, you would ſee the Ladies in the Pews, as well as 
in the Park, or in the Boxes. 

Euſeb. I beg your Pardon, I had almoſt forgot the 
Sabbath Occupation. Sunday is a Day of Reft, and fa 
Ladies ſtand religiouſly to its primitive Inſtitution ; i. e. 
they conſecrate it to Sleep and Repoſe : It's a Day of 
Vacation too, and by conſequence the moſt proper Sea- 
jon for Phyſic. I knew a Lady ſick of a chronical Diſ- 
temper, that puzzled the Doctor, and threw the Apo- 
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thecary into Fits of Amazement. It's Symptoms were 
extraordinary, and it's Accidents without Preſident ; 
the was in a perfect State of Health and Vigour all the 
Week, and always diſcompoſed on the Lord's Day; 
nay, I was informed ſhe diſcerned by the Beat of the 
Pulſe a Feaft from a Feria, without the Help of Poor 
Robin. But pray, Madam, what Motive leads you to 
Church ? Sometimes you appear to teach, ſometimes to 
learn new Faſhions ; perchance alſo you have failed in 
the Return of a Viſit, and nothing but an Apology in a 
holy Place can atone for the Breach of a Ceremony ſo 
ſacred. I take it for granted you diſclaim the Quality 
of a Suppliant; why elſe do you diſdain the Poſture ? 
Kneeling is indeed improper, I mean impertinent, for 
thoſe who have no Inclination to pray: Nay, I ſuſpect, 
without the Conſent of Queen and Parliament, you have 
enacted to yourſelves the profane Part of Darius's Law, 
E making no Petition to God. 

Tell me ingenuouſly, do you not enter into the 
Church as Caligula aid into the Temple, not to pray, 
but to receive Homage? Do you not fanſy a Place on 
the Altar becomes your Ladyſhips better than ſilver. 
Candlefticks or Baſons? I grant upon Occaſions the. 
Fame of a celebrated Preacher may decoy you into the 
Sanctuary, and ſo Curioſity ſubdues Sloth, and one 
Vice makes room for another; but then his Rhetoric 
runs away with your Attention, not his ent you 
hearken to criticiſe or applaud, not to learn. In fine, 
you flock to the Pulpit as the Romans did to their Reſra, 
to hear Oratory, and to ſee Declamation ; and thus you 
coach back to your Lodgings. All theſe Sins you car- 
ried to the Sermon, befides a ſufficient Cargo you over- 
took in the Streets, or pick'd up in the Congregation. 

And as in the Morning you ſat down to laugh and 
chat with your Pew-fellows ; ſo after Dinner, with the 
heatheniſh Jews, you riſe to play; the Table-cloth is re- 
moved to make place for Cards. Did Gaming keep 
within the. Pale of a mere Recreation, perchance a Set 
after the Evening Service might be tolerated. But, 
alas! Libertiniſm and Avarice have given it the Free- 
dom of the City; it's erected into a Company, as well 
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as the Society of Taylors and Haberdaſhers. In a Word 
tis become a Calling; nay, a laborious and ſervile 
one too. Ladies toil and drudge at it Day and Night, 
they give up their n to that Remiſſion. Laws, 
both human and divine, have provided for the baſeſt 
Mechanics: The very Sabbath is no Day of Reſt and. 


Relaxation to them; this Trade goes on, when all other 


Shops are ſhut; and, to confute the common Excuſe, 
we 90 no Harm; ſometimes at one ſitting a Child's Por- 
tion is truck'd for a Swing on the Rack, which Luna- 
tics are pleaſed to call Diverſion. 

Luc. Well, and where is the Harm in all this ? 

Eufſeb. Nay, Madam, if this Failure be little in your 
Opinion, I fear your Conſcience will appear leſs. What 
Harm to profane the Church, and the Sabbath too? 
Why, it's a Complication of Sacrilege and Inſult ; and 
do theſe Crimes ſtand for Cyphers in your Caſuiſtry ? 
They ſtrike directly at your Maker, and almoſt imply 
Atheiſm by Illation ; they wound your Neighbour alſo 
by Reflection, and claſh with Juſtice and Nature. For 
is not Juſtice violated, and Nature outraged, when you 
card or dice away a Labourer's Salary, or a Child's 
Portion? Unleſs perchance our Engl; Proverb, The ber- 
ter Day the better Deed, ſanctifies the Action. Well, I 
perceive the Sex is impeccable, unleſs it vaults over the 


two Tables of the Decalogue together, or ſwallows Sins 


like Carroway-comfits, by the Dozen. 

The Ladies fat all this while upon the Tenters, and 
received the Mercurial as they ſwallow Pills, with wry 
Faces in abundance ; they broke off the Homily a hun- 
dred times, and as often ſprinkled the Diſcourſe with 
Expoſtulation ; their Paſſion flowed too faſt to be pent 
in; their were neither able to keep Silence, nor to ſpeak 
to the Purpoſe ; and Anger that looſed their Tongue, 
fettered their Reaſon. But Eu/ebius endeavoured to 
ſooth 'em into ſome Terms of Moderation ; he defired 
their Attention for a Moment, with Aſſurance they 
ſhould have time to interpoſe : He proteſted that he in- 
tended Inſtruction, not Satire ; that he honoured the 
Sex, but fawned not on its Vices. But the Comment 
upon their Sunday Behaviour ſpoiled all, he might as 
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have reaſoned down a Hurricane, or argued the cho- 
leric Ocean into a Calm, as compliment theſe Females 
into Silence, Their Reſentment had taken fire, and 
all their Paſſion boiled over with Noiſe and Tumult. 
In fine, Impatience ſtept into the Coach-box, and drove 

their Ladyſhips beyond the Bounds of Decency. Eu- 


febius had read that Non-reſiſtance tames Fury, whilſt 
Oppoſition made it; that, like capricious Horſes, it runs 
faſter when you draw in than when you looſe the Reins: 
He therefore gave way to their Sallies, and received 
ſome Diſcharges of Chaſe-ſhot. At length the Humour 
was drajned, and the Tempeſt ended in Serenity. And 
as Topers drink themſelves ſober, ſo theſe Ladies talked 
away Impatience, and vexed themſelves into a good 
Pumour. Pr 

The Storm being over, Ladies, continued Euſeb:ys, 
can ſuch a Conduct ſtand with the Belief of an Eternity? 


Can Women throw Time away with fo little Caution, 


who are perſuaded their All depends upon the Manage- 
ment of it? Can they put any bereſs upon the Expedia. 
tion of future Happineſs, who perch with ſo much 
. upon preſent Satisfactions? Vou would do 
well to face your Practice with your Profeſſion; to ba- 
lance what you receive in Hand, with what you ex- 
pect in Reverſion; to run up 888 n and re- 
collect your firſt Engagement; for the World is a be- 
witching Thing, and without Care it will bubble us, 
and put upon us with Trifles; and when once it has 
ot the Aſcendant, twill foment Ignorance for an Ex- 
cuſe of Liberty; 'twill bribe a Man's Conſcience, and 
ſubpexa Reaſon againſt himſelf: For certainly its Pro- 
miſes charm Senfe, and a preſent Poſſeſſion tranſports 
Nature; but you ſhould, remember that Ratſbane is 
made with Sugar, and that the moſt ſweet Poiſon is gene- 
rally the moſt ſwift and mortal. Let therefore Health 
take place of Pleaſure, and ſcorn. to die of the childiſh 
Diſeaſe of 1 3 By 
Euſebius had continued, but Neander's Arrival put a 


Stop to his Diſcourſe, He came to lead him to Theoma- 
ehus the Atheitt, and was ſurpriſed: to ſee his Friend in 


fo extraordinary an Engagement. I am ſorry, ſaid he, 
£ 1 f 1 5 E. | ' to 
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to interrupt your Converſation, and muſt make a ſmall 
Apology for my Incivility. But indeed I had rather 
be guilty of the Breach of Behaviour, than of my 
Word. I promiſed laſt Night to conduct you to your 
Adverſary ; the Time draws near, and he expects your 
Appearance. | | 

Euſeb. We Men of Arms are expoſed to Surprizes. 
I fell this Morning into an unexpected Ambuſcade, and 
found my Quarters ftorm'd, before I received any In- 
telligence of an Enemy. In a ſhort time I hope to 
diſengage myſelf, and to compoſe the Buſineſs a Pami- 
able; we muſt ſue Theomachus for a Ceſſation of Arms 
till To-morrow, and then we'll open the Campaign: 
Neander ſent his Man with a Letter to Theomachus, who 
acquieſced to the Propoſal. , 

n the mean time, Emilia turning herſelf to Neander, 
ſpoke thus. Though I have not had the Honour of 
our Acquaintance, I am glad of your Arrival. Your 
ein tells your Birth, and methinks I read Good- 
nature in your Forehead. & gona has treſpaſſed upon 
our Patience, he has handled Quality with the Rude- 
neſs of a Carman, and flouriſhed upon the Conduct of 
the Sex with Indecency of Application, and the utmoſt 
Strains of Clownery. Nay, he throws us out of Senſe, 
and will not allow us any Tincture of Morality. Indeed 
his Civility and Judgment are both of a Size : Provi- 
dence ſeems to have ſent you to our Reſcue. 

Nean. Madam, her Majeſty has not honoured me 

with the Dignity of Knighthood, and fo I lie under no 
articular Obligation to defend diftrefled Damſels. 
owever, your Quality commands my Aſſiſtance, and 
your Beauty my Eſteem. 

The Compliment took to Admiration ; Joy poſted 
throug) every Joint, and charmed the Lady into a pleaſ- 
ing Humour. She who before ſpilt Gall and Vinegar, 
by a ſtrange Metamorphoſis became all Honey, all 
Sugar. She had ſeen Forty, ſo that her Complexion 
was in its Wain, her Charms had ſept over the Merj- 
dian, and touched ſome Points of the Vet: Yet ſhe 
buoy'd up the Decays of Nature by the Support of 
Art, and flung ſach a comely Yarniſh on theſe * 
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Time had made, that like Zeuxis ſhe miſtook Life for 
Impoſture, the Effects of her Vanity for the Work of 
her Creator, and the Relicts of Age for Beauty, Nay, ſhe 
ventured once to confeſs in good Company, fifty Years 
weighed leſs on her Shoulders, than thirty on her Face. 
Yes, ſazd ſhe, whilſt my Cheeks wear June, let my Hair 
put on December. 
A Compliment therefore ſo à propos, ſo agreeable to 
her Inclination, caſt the Lady in a Trance, and laid 
all Reſentment afleep. She became leſs untractable, 
and more docile ; ſhe deſired to learn not to diſpute, 
ut rather to amend her paſt Conduct, than to defend 

: In effect, ſhe heard Euſebiut with Attention. 

This ſudden Change hath often made me conclude, 
that Lenitives are more proper for Womens Conſtitu- 
tions than Corroſives. They may be ſoothed into their 
Duty, but not hefor'd: A kind Word is more per- 
ſuaſive with them, than a ftrong Reaſon. ; 
. Aﬀer ſome Recollection, Emilia return'd Neander a 
Compliment for his; and forgot not to inſinuate the 
Value ſhe put upon his Eſteem. Then 2 to Eu- 
ſebius, Sir, ſaid ſhe, I undertake not the Defence of 
Ladies: None are without their Failings, and ſome 
not without Crimes: And I confeſs that the Number 
of thoſe is leſs who live up to their Profeſſion, than 
of thoſe who diſhonour it. Some ſquare their Con- 
duct rather by the Goſpel of Senſe, than of St. Mat- 
thew : And others are better verſed in the Art of Dreſ- 
fing, than of Living well. But why muſt the General 
be laſh'd for the Faults of Particulars? Let the Cor- 
rection and the Diſorder go together, and let thoſe 
who carry off the Pleaſure of a bad Action feel the 
Puniſhmerit. Muſt Lucretia be hooted at for a Proſti- 
tute, becauſe Meſſaline caſt off Shame? Muſt Suſanna 
beat Hemp in the antient Palace of Bridegvell, becauſe 
Helen left Menelaus for a Gallant? Or Judith ſtand for 
a Fury, becauſe T7ezebe/ deſerved the Title? I ho 
Weftminfier-hall Juſtice is leſs partial than yours, and the 
Arreſts of our Judges better complexioned. We are 
all, as I have ſaid, liable to Miſcarriage ; the beſt Prin- 
eiples trip ſometimes : For Nature provoked by * 
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and rouzed up by Temptation, is apt to rebel againſt 
Principle. And then the odds are vaſt on Nature's 
Side. What Wonder, if Ladies trained up in the Art 
of Behaviour overlook the Precepts of Morality, and 
perſuade People by their Practice they are better ac- 

uainted with the Civil Virtues of the Court, than the 
— of the Goſpel. 1 

Luc. Madam, theſe Satires rather flow from Paſſion 
than Judgment.; and I always revenge myſelf on ſuch 
Toys with Silence ; Contempt blunts the Edge of a 
keen Lampoon better than Reaſon, and no Reply diſ- 
appoints the Author, and throws him off the Hinges, 
In a Word, Euſebius's Railing is no credible Qualifica- 
tion, it is a certain Symptom of a deſperate Cauſe, 
For who flings Dirt, that has another Weapon at 
Command ? 

Eyſeb. God forbid I ſhould follow thoſe Sparks, who 
having been the Dupes of one Woman, impeach the 
whole Sex as Complices of their Diſappointment. No, 
no; if ſome Women deſerve Blame, others cannot be 
praiſed too much : Their Virtues are above Panegyric, 
and their Merits above the Flight of Eloquence or 
Hyberbole. 

Who can read the Book of Judith without Admi- 
ration and Tranſport? This great Lady ſeemed to be 
framed above the Spheres by the Hands of Angels. 
Valour equalled her Beauty, and Virtue topped both. 
She had nothing feminine but the Sex: Never was 
Grace better placed than on her Brow; it flaſhed a 
Mixture of Charms and Terror ; ſhe darted Love, and 
commanded Reſpect: She attacked a proud Conqueror 
at the Head of a victorious Army, and ſubdued his 
Heart with her Face, to take off his Head with his 
own Sword. In fine, this brave Amazon filled the 
Aſyrian Camp with Confuſion, and Bethulia with Tri- 
—_— She ſtopt the Conqueſts of an ambitious Prince, 
and the Ruin of an innocent City. 

What ſhall I ſay of the great St. Catharine, Wealth, 
Youth, and Beauty, entered into a triple Alliance againſt 
her Virtue. Hell joined Force, and Idolatry Cruelty 
to the Confederates, Yet ſhe defeated their 8 
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and raiſed a Trophy to her Sex, and an eternal Mo- 
nument to her Virtue upon their Ruin; for the over. 
came the Vanity of Philoſophers with her Learning, 
the brutiſh Paſfon of an amorous Emperor with her 
Chaſtity, and the Rage of Hangmen with her Con. 
fancy. Flattery could not bend her Courage, nor 
Wheels break it: She lived a Chriſtian, and died a 


St. Ambroſe ſeems to have ſpent all his Rhetoric up- 
on St. Agnes ; his Words fall ſhort of her Actions, 
and this. Child did more than Eloquence can expreſs. 
Her Piety was above her Age, and her Virtue above 
Nature. The Courage of this young Lady over-match- 
ed the Fortitude of Alexander, and few Men at Three- 
ſcore arrived: at that Love of God ſhe breathed at 
Thirteen. Her Body was too little to receive the 
Sword; 1 not to overcome it ; and altho' ſhe was 
too young for 'Torments, ſhe was: ripe for Victory. 
The Spectators trembled while ſhe ſtood unconcerned, 
and the Executioner that gave the Blow ſhewed more 
Symptoms of Fear than ſhe that received it: In fine, 
ſhe fell in the Combat, and went off with Victory: 
For as St. Cyprian notes, though Martyrs die, they are 
not overcome, and they are invincible becauſe they 
brave death. Vinci non poſſunt, & mori poſſunt, & hoe 
ipſo invecti ſunt, quia mori non timent. 

The wiſe Conduct of Clotilua drove Paganiſm out of 
France, and raiſed Churches to the true God on the 
Ruins of Polytheiſm. She ſoftened che Obſtinacy of 
her Huſband by Inſtructions, and poliſhed the Rough- 
neſs of his warlike Virtues with the Practice of Mora- 
lity ; and at laſt brought this great Prince from Pa- 
ganiſm, and the whole Kingdom to Chriſtianity. Her- 
menegildes. owes his Faith to the Piety of his dear In- 
gundes, for he had died Arian, if this orthodox Prin- 
ceſs had not made him Catholic. In a Word, God 
ſeems to have trained'up Ladies for the Propagation of 
the Goſpel. A Martha and a Magdalen received our 
Saviour into their Hearts; they refreſhed in Bethary 
his tired Limbs, after the Fatigues of his Function; 
and when one Apoſtle betrayed him, and the N 
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abandon'd him, Mary followed our Lord ta Cakvary, 
and there durſt mingle her innocent Tears with the ſa- 
crilegious Crucifige's of the Rabble. When the Apo- 
files doubted of Chriſt's Reſurrection, ſhe proclaimed 
it without Heſitation; and in Recompence of her 
Faith, Chriſt commiſſioned her to aſſume the Office 
of Apoſtle to the very Apoſtles. Wherever God ſpread 
the Goſpel, he 2 a Lady to further it. Helena 
lanted the Faith in the Roman Empire, Cæſarta in Per- 
, Gezela in Hungary, Ogla in Rauſſia, Dambruca in Po- 
lany, and Ethelburga in Germany. In all theſe porous 
Enterprizes Ladies led the Yaz, whilſt Men only brought 
up the Rear. They marched only upon the Traces of 
theſe great Heroines; and brought throagh the Bar- 
riers of Fleſh and Blood, when they had paved the 
Way by their Example. 
Indeed ſuch noble Inſtances of Virtue are leſs nu- 
merous in our depraved Age, than in the Days of our 
Fore-fathers. Vet many Ladies draw their Lives by 
their antient and moſt admired Originals: I could name 
ſome of Figure and Title, who live in this World like 
People who knew they muſt live eternally in the next. 
They are meek without Sheepiſnneſs, affable without 
Affectation, reſerved without. Diſſimulation, and great 
without Pride, They reconcile the Highneſs of their 
Rank with the humble Principles of their Profeſſion; 
they diſpute the firſt Place without Vanity, and ſtoop 
to the loweſt without ſtepping an Inch below: their Sta- 
tion, Here is Scripture in Practice, and Perfection in 
Life and Action. 
Mean. Pray, Ladies, let this Panegyric atone for the 
Satire; if Baht has ſtruck the Sex with one hand, I 
aſſure you he ſtroaks with the other; he daſhes the azgre 
with the dux, and handſomely mingles Reproof with 
Inſtruction: He has Balms to heal, as well as Cauſtics 
to bliſter; and when he has breathed a Vein, he 
cloſes the Orifice with a Swathing-band. In a Word, 
he has knocked his. own Libel on the Head, and, like 
the Scorpion, is both Poiſon and Antidote. 
Emil. Good. nature is come upon him, and his Breęd - 
ing is returned to the Cure; he ſpeaks now like a 
C Gentleman 
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Gentleman as well as an Orator, and I promiſe him a 
fine Audience, if he'll preach in the Pulpit upon the 
ſame Subject. | | 

Pray, ſaid Neander, turning himſelf to Euſebius, fa- 
vour us with the Cauſe of our Ladies Misfortune ; for 
I call it a Misfortune to deviate from the Rule of their 
Profeflion, and to fruſtrate the very End of their Cre- 
ation, | 
Eyſeb. It is indeed a Misfortune, but almoſt univer- 

fal ; it is ſpread over the whole World, and affects the 
whole Species. Emilia has touched the Cauſe, ill Edu- 
cation: This is the fatal Source of their Miſery, the 
true Origin of all their Failings. Young Ladies are 
broughtup as if God created them merely for a Seraglio, 
and that their only Bufineſs was to charm a brutiſh Sul- 
tan: One would think they had no Souls, there is 
ſuch a Care taken of their Bodies : That God had 
enacted a Salique Law as well as the French, and ex- 
cluded the Sex from the Inheritance of Heaven. 
The ſeven Years of Infancy are ſpent merely in the 
Entertainments of Senſe ; they are yet ſuppoſed unfit 
for Inſtruction, and ſo their little Paſſions ſprout up 
without Check, and increaſe without Controul. Burt, 
under Favour, though in an Age ſo tender, Children 
cannot be diſciplined by Reafon, they may by Senſe : 
For I cannot ſee why their Paſſions are not in a Capa- 
city of being moderated, ſo ſoon as they are in a Con- 
dition of being excited; for though they are not ripe 
for Precept, they are for Fear, Menace, and Careſſes; 
and thus we ſee the Nurſe oftentimes frowns and fawns 
the moſt froward Infants into a good Humour. Some 
Reftraint therefore ſhould be put upon their diſorder] 
Propenſions, even in this Non-age; for if you fuppols 
a Child to be a Brute at Seven, and treat him merely 
as ſuch, in all Probability you will make him continue 
ſo till Ten. But alas ! this timely Care is quite forgot ; 
little Miſs, like Mamma's Lap-dog, is careſſed till ſhe 
is fit for nothing but to play or ſleep. The little 
Creature muſt fleep on Silk, and feed on potable Gold. 
Like a Bartholomew Poppet, ſhe is wrapt in Gold and 
Silver, and practiſes Vanity before ſhe Knows the _ 
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So ſoon as Reaſon begins to ſparkle, Miſs is led in- 
to the Dreſſing- room; ſhe is taught the great Myſtery 
of the Glaſs, and all the important Secrets of the Toi- 
let: Which Waſh clears the Complexion ; which con- 
ſerves, and which repairs it. Theſe are neceſſary Pro- 
legomena's, or Præcognita to the Science. A Man may 
as well be a perfect Mathematician without the Know- 
ledge of an Angle or Circle, as a Lady can be a Gra- 
duate in the Philoſophy of the Dreſſing- room without 
theſe Poſtulatums. 

For Beauty being the chief Obje& of a Lady's Care, 
ſhe muſt help Nature with Art, and poliſh the Work 
of the Omnipotent with a French Waſh ; ſhe muſt fence 
it againſt the Aſſaults of Heats, the Excurſions of Pim- 
ples, and the dangerous Inroads of the Small-pox. She 
muſt, in fine, expoſe her Life to ſave her Complexion. 
And then, to mould her Shape to the Court-ſtandard, 
what Pains does the Mother take on the one fide, and 
what a Martyrdom does the Child undergo on the o- 
ther? Her Feet are condemned to the Scotch Boot, and 
her Body to the Torment of the Preſs. She is pen'd 
up in Iren, and forced to trail her Perſon. Beſides, 
the poor Creature is put to a ſhort Allowance of cold 
Water, or tied up to a Pittance of Barley-broth, and 
muſt keep a continual Lent in ſpite of our Statute-book, 
One would think Hunger was a Propriety of the Sex, 
and Faſting the topping Qualification of a young La- 
dy ; her Mother will not ſuffer her to grow up to her 
Joints, nor to have all the Fleſh and Bones God de- 
fiened her. And thus ſhe is racked without and within 
for the Satisfaction of Madam, and the whole Body is 
ſacrificed for Shape and Colour. 

And now Miſs leaves the Nurſery to ply at the 
Dancing-ſchool, and to finger the Guitarr, or the Vir- 
ginals ; and when ſhe has maſtered a Minuet, and an 
Air alamode ; when ſhe can practiſe a Brace of Grimaces, 
and wave the Fan, Good God ! how Mamma titters ; 
ſhe is now fledged for the World, and ſets out for 
Company. But ſhe muſt beware of Reſervedneſs, and 
tence againſt a Bluſh; for theſe are Country Vices, 
Symptoms of Ruſticity, Crimes againſt Breeding, _ 
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the Freedom of the Town. She is therefore taught 
2 qualifying Embelliſhment in the Court Dialect, called 
Aſſurance, in the Chriftian Confidence; and thus ſhe 
mortgages Modeſty for Behaviour, and almoſt robs the 
Woman to equip the Lady. | 

In the mean time, Age comes upon her, Paſſions get 
2-head, Temptations follow without Number, Deſires 
without Bridle, and Vanity without Check. She is a 
Stranger to the Doctrine of Self- abnegation, and un- 
practiſed in the Methods of Reſiſtance: She knows 
not what it means to baulk Appetite, nor to ſubdue 
Senſe to Reaſon. She has been up by the Mother 
for a little Goddeſs, and the Family adores her like a 
houſhold Divinity. The Frowns of this little Creature 
_ raiſes Storms, and her Smiles fair Weather; you muſt 
no more croſs her, than offend thoſe Stars, that in the 
Pagan Theology rained Tempeſts on the Heads of thoſe 
who diſdained to ſalute them. g 

What a Tragic-comedy. did I behold at my Lady 
D—-'$ ! I thought Folly could not rife to ſuch a Height 
of Extravagance. Miſs had the Misfortune to be baulk'd 
in a childiſh Enterprize ; the Houſe rung immediately 
of the Diſappointment, all was in an Uproar, all in a 
Confuſion : The Violence of the Paſhon caſt the Child 
into a Fever : The Mother's Pulſe beat by the Daugh- 
ter's, and becauſe Miſs was diſcompoſed, good Mam- 
ma took Phyſic; and, to carry on the Farce, the Cham- 
bermaid breathed a Vein. I fanſied myſelf in Lueian's 
Iland of Dreams, and that what I ſaw was Viſion and 
Revery. For how, ſaid I, can Folly ftrain ſo far? 
Bedlam is unacquainted with ſuch Scenes of Madneſs, 
with ſuch Flights of Farce and Comedy : Had the 
vixen Humour been frighted away with a little Seve- 
rity, the Fever had withdrawn, and Birch would have 
wrought the Cure more efficaciouſly than Phyſic, or 
Bleeding by Proxy. Thus Education adds Biaſs to Na- 
ture, and makes the Temper of Children more rugged, 
inſtead of poliſhing them. 
- Beſides, Miſs is not only miſled by the Fawning of 
the Mother, but too often poiſoned by the Example of 
her Maid. If Betty has a Gallant, ſhe is the OY 
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of her Secrets; ſhe enters into the Intrigue, and is in- 
formed of the Riſe and Progreſs of Adventure. 
Her Apartment is the Place of Aſſignation and Ren- 
dezvous, and by Conſequence ſhe is witneſs of all thoſe 
Follies that wait on Love between Perſons whoſe Paſ- 
fion is greater than their Conſcience. Such Spectacles 
ſain the Imagination of Children, they carve Devils in 
the Brains of thoſe, yet innocent Angels ; and though 
at preſent they make no g.eat Impreſſion, they will in 
time cut out Work for her young Ladyſhip. They 
will awake the Fury of Love, and throw Fuel on this 
fery Paſſion; for ſuch Sights, like the Italian Poiſons, 
work ſome Years after they are taken. 'The Memo- 
ries of Youth are extremely tenacious, and if they are 
ſullied with an indecent Object, will recollect it, till at 
laft they tranſcribe it. | 

Now whilſt the young Lady makes ſo fair a Progreſs 
in the Science of the World, ſhe is a mere Ignoramus 
in the School of Heaven : Queſtion her about Reli- 
gion, ſhe is a Stranger to the Language. One would 
think ſhe dropped from the Moon, or had been trained 
up Among the Cafres : She can ſcarce diſtinguiſh a 
Church from a Synagogue, and knows no more of the 
Goſpel than of the Talmud or the Alcoran. And in- 
deed, oor Creature! how ſhould ſhe be inſtructed, 
but by immediate Revelation? The Credenda of Chri- 
ſtianity are not infuſed by Nature, and the Agenda too 
are in great part conveyed to us by the Senſes. Now 
who takes care to inſt] theſe Principles into young 
Ladies? The Mother has too much Work on her 
Hands to undertake a new Employment, the Office of 
Catechiſt is below her Level, it is too pedantic and 
ſerious for a Perſon who affects Ignorance, and dotes 
on Mirth and Levity. Beſides, ſhe fanſies her Obliga- 
tion only reaches the Body, that the Soul lies out of 
her Juriſdiction; that if ſhe fits the Child for the 
Court, or the Town, ſhe diſcharges the Duty of. a 
Mother. 

Now if my Lady forgets the moſt important Point 
of Education, will Betty remember it ? It the Mother, 
like the Ofrich, abandons her Young, and flies 2 
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the Wilderneſs, will the Maid be more careful ? Alas ! 
3 ſhe is as little verſed in the Catechiſm as 
is, and knows no more from whence ſhe came, or 
for what End ſhe was placed in the World, than a 
Child in the Cradle. And although ſhe were able to 
inſtru, there is no depending on of Will. Servants 
are mercenary, they have an Eye on their own Ad- 
vantage, they drudge for their own Intereſt, not their 
Miſtreſs's ; and by conſequence, to wind themſelves in- 
to their Favour, they entertain them rather with Things 
that pleaſe, than with thoſe that profit. They are, in 
fine, a Race of Inſects that baſk in the Sun, and can- 
not live without the Heat of their Ladies Favours. 
Now what can be expected from a Woman brought 
up in Eaſe, Luxury, and Vanity on the one ſide, and 
in a total Ignorance of Religion on the other? From 
a Woman fluſhed already in all the gaudy Amuſe- 
ments of Vanity and Diverſion, and quite a Stranger to 
any future Expectation? Who will bridle Paſſion with. 
out Reaſon? Or forego a preſent Satisfaction without 
ſome Proſpect of a future? To ſport down the Stream of 
Inclination is pleaſing; but to row againſt the Current 
is a fatiguing Employment. Now no Man will tug at 
the Oar without either the Hope of a Salary, or the 
Fear of a greater Puniſhment : For Pleaſure without 
Torments in Remainder, is in moſt Mens Opinion 
preferable to Virtue without the Expectation of Re- 
ward. ' Having therefore io faint Invitations to Good, 
ſo powerful, fo bewitching Allurements to Evil, we 
muſt not wonder if Ladies follow thoſe Impreſſions, if 
Vanity over-rules Duty, and criminal Amufements run 
down Morality. Thus equipt, young Ladies are con- 
figned to Huſbands : They change their SubjeQion, 
but not their Principles. With their Portion they bring 
all the Extravagancies of their Childhood, and ſeldom 
reſign them but with their laſt Breath. The firſt Edu- 
cation finks deep, and in time twiſts itſelf with Na- 
ture: You may with as much Eaſe waſh an Ethiopian 
white, as preach an ill-principled Girl into a virtuous 
Woman. Here is the Cauſe, Ladies, of your Misfor- 
tune, the Origin of your Diſtemper, 1 o 
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Emil. Well! you have ſearched the Wound, I hope 
you will apply the Remedy. Who knows the Cauſe 
of a Diſeaſe, cannot be ignorant of the Cure. 

Eyſeb. My Profeſſion makes me unfit for the Employ- 
ment. However, a Lady's Defire is a Command, and 


requires Obedience. 


DIALOGUE iu. 
Ladies muſt avoid the Obſtacles to Virtue, 


Euſeb. bs K Duty, Madam, branches into twe 
| Heads. You are a Chriſtian, and a Mo- 


ther. Theſe Relations call upon you ; God has placed 
you in a Station that requires a double Care, and you 
muſt extend your Endeavours to the diſcharging of both; 
for if you fail in one, you betray your Duty, and your 
eternal Happineſs into the Bargain. 


J. 

That you may act the Part of a Chriſtian with a 
Plaudite, let your Thoughts dwelt continually on this 
great Principle, That you are born for Heaven, and that 
this Life is but a ſhort Paſſage to Eternity : It's but a Flux 


of Moment, that will end: It's a Stream that diſembogues 
into an Ocean without Bottom, without Limit. It's not 


ſufficient for a Pilot to know for what Place he is 


bound, when he firſt weighs anchor, and hoiſts up the 
Sails ; no, he muſt carry it continually in his Thoughts, 
and in his Eye: This influences every Turn of the 
Stern ; did he once forget the Term of his Voyage, he 
would wander on the Ocean at random, and never 
reach the defired Haven. Paradiſe is our Country, 
the World a Sea, and our Actions muſt waft us over 
to that fortunate Iſland. Now how ſhall we follow 
the Rule, and touch the Bleſſed Point, unleſs we daily 
conſider under what Degree of Latitude it lies ? The 
Prophet Jeremy threw all the 2 of the Jewiſh 


People upon their Inconſideration: The Earth lies fo 
ale, 
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late, ſuys he, Becauſe no Mam will take the Pains to enter 
upon the Conſideration of his Duty. And I fear the Mi- 
ſeries of our preſent an ſpring from the ſame 
Fountain. Our Forefathers have handed down to us 
chis unfortunate Negligence, and it has improved in the 
angry For did we ſeriouſly reflect, that we are 

rn in this World to live eternally in another, and 
that our Virtues will be rewarded with Glory, and 
our Vices with Fire ; ſhould we tire ourſelves in the 
Purſuit of Things meerly indifferent, and criminal? 
Should we, like Children, ſet our Hearts upon Ob- 


jects, not only trivial, but baſe and contemptible, and 


truck our Souls for a Rattle? Ifay, like Children: 
for what is the Difference between them, and our 
high-flown Mortals, but that theſe deal in Money, Pa- 
laces, Plate, and Diamonds, and thoſe in Babies and 
Hobby-horſes : So that at beſt, if the Folly of thoſe is 
more expenſive, the Childiſhneſs of theſe is more in- 
nocent. 1 


The Doctrine of Chriſt muſt be your Guide, you 
muſt follow that Road he has plained by his Example, 
and points at in the Goſpel. As he has promiſed the 
Reward, ſo he has annexed the Conditions; and we 
1 make good theſe, before we can lay any Claim to 


t. | 

Now the firſt is, that we withdraw our Affections 
from this World. Lowe not the World, ſays he; its 
Maxis are dangerous, its Converſation infectious, and 
its Embracements mortal. Under the Appearance of 
a Friend, it maſks Treaſon, and under the Diſguiſe 
of Pleaſure, real Torments; it daſhes Honey with 
Gall, and throws over Poiſon a palatable Reliſh : Its 
Principles claſh with Chriſt's, and therefore you are 
warned to break off all Correſpondence on pain of for- 
feiting God's Favour. Whoever is a Friend to the 
World, is God's Enemy. In Effect, Chriſt reads Leſſons 
of Humility in almoſt every Leaf of the Goſpel ; the 
World preaches up Pride, and magnifies Vanity. Chriſt 
commands us to contend for the loweſt Place, the 
World for the higheſt ; to pleaſe the one, we muſt feat 

our 
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our Neighbour above our Heads, and we muſt throw 
him under our Feet to content the other. | 


. III. 

Now there being no Mean between thoſe two Ex- 
treams, no Place for Neutrality ; will a reaſonable 
Creature pauſe one Moment to what Side he muſt go 
over? Whether Intereſt lead him to join with our Sa. 
viour, or to take up with the World his Enemy ? The 
very Deliberation is no leſs ſcandalons, than to debate 
whether you ſhall apoſtatize from God, for a Corre- 
ſpondence with the Devil; or deprive yourfelf of a real 
Satisfaction in this World, with Heaven in Reverfion, 
for Miſery traveſtied, and Hell in Remainder ? 

For think not, Madam, that the Followers of Chriſt 
muſt forſwear Pleaſure, and give up their Pretenſions 
to preſent Satisfactions. Though their Deſires lodge 
in Heaven, God antedates their Bliſs on Earth, and 
gives them in hand an Earneſt of thoſe Joys they will 
poſſeſs hereafter. For let me tell you, the Friendſhip 
of Heaven, the Senſe of our Miſtakes, and the Pardon 
of our Sins, are tranſporting Prerogatives. Is it not 
2 Pleaſure to contemn the World ? To be above all 
ſublunary Trifles; and to be a Slave to nothing? Is it 
not a charming Satisfaction to have a clear Conſcience ? 
To dote neither on Life, nor to fear Death ? Theſe are 
Delights above all the fmooth Senſations of material 
Organs : And beſides, they lie out of the Reach of fo- 
reign Accidents; they are always at hand, and coſt us 
nothing. p 

IV. 

Now what are thoſe fine Things: the World offers, 
and we ſo eagerly fly at? They are good in Shew, 
and evil at the Bottom; they are poſſeſſed with Fear, 
and Joſt with Regret ; they pamper Senſe, and rack 


Reaſon : For, in fine, they are all reduced to Concu- 


— of the Fleſh, Concupiſcence of the Eyes, and 
ride of Life, 1. e. to Senſuality and Honour: Theſe 
make up the World's Riches, and our Torment: Theſe 
are the Bleſſings ſo much talked of, ſo much adored, ſo 


dearly bought, and leſt ſo eaſily: And yet they are a 


mere 
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mere Sound, a Name, and nothing. Let us deſcend te 


Particulars. 
V 


The Concupiſcence of the Fleſh takes in all thoſe 
Pleaſures that cajole Senſe, and end in Brutality ; and 
what Effect do they work upon us? Why, they glide 
upon the Organ, they print a ſmooth Impreſſion, and 
lay us upon the Level with Animals. So that all we 
dare expect from ſenſual Satisfactions, is, to be made 
miſerable Men, and happy Beaſts. Now, methinks, a 
Man's Brains muſt be ill-placed, who pawns Conſcience 
and Heaven for a Prerogative ſo ill-favoured and a- 
baſing. * 


Let us ſuppoſe the moſt exquiſite Fowl of the Air fly 

to your Table; that France, Italy, and Spain, furniſh 
you the moſt excellent Wines: What can "Taſte deſire 
more? Yet when once Nature is ſatisfied, the eating 
is no more a Pleaſure, but a Torment. For to feel the 
Stomach over-charged, the Body diſabled, and the 
Fumes of Ragoos in the Head, is no great Satisfac- 
tion; unleſs Exceſs changes our Conſtitution, and 
turns Pain into Pleaſure, and Health into a Burden. 
In fine, the Delight flaſhes away in a Moment, and 
the Surfeit ſticks by us a Fortnight: It preys upon our 
Vitals, and if it does not choak em, it's ſure to diſor- 
der em; and after ends in a Winding-ſheet. 

Indeed, Hearing is not ſo pleaſant a Senſe ; it rather 
courts the Soul than ſtorms, and if the Pleaſure it con- 
veys be leſs boiſteroꝑs, it's generally more innocent: 
But however, it's too airy to 4 and too fleet- 
ing to be relied on. For, what is it but a Perception 
of moved Air, that beats upon the Tympanum, and 
gently drums upon accuftic Fibres? And can any thing 

more unmanly, than to build-our Hapninets on 10 
weak a Foundation ? Beſides, this Pleaſure is ſhorter- 
lived, than thoſe *Animals that cannot out-live one 
Day. I have ſeen the ſame Hand that charmed the 
Company the firſt Hour, tire it the ſecond ; and thoſe 
very Stroaks that at firſt raiſed Tranſports, in the end 
grated upon the Ear, and became troubleſome. = 
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deed this Pleaſure is luſcious, but it gluts in a Moment, 
and, like Sweet-meats, breeds a Surfeit. Now me- 
thinks a Man muft put a mean Valuation upon Chriſt, 
to leave him for a Touch upon an Inſtrument, and a 
faint Idea of future Torments to be fiddled and muſic d 
into Hell. 

Do not miſtake me : I am not for tying Damnation 
to an airy Sonnet. I know we may regale our Ears 
with a Ragoo of 7alian Symphonies, without the Pe- 
nalty of eternal Weeping; for I have told you, the 
obliging of this Senſe is more fooliſh than criminal. 
But however, the Effects are dangerous, for Muſic 
has a ſtrange Aſcendant over our Paſſions; it 
heats and cools them, it ruffles and tranſports them, 
it moulds and faſhions them to any Figure; 
it awakes the Fury of Anger, and conjures up the 
Devil of Love: And theſe two Fiends drive full 
ſpeed to Hell and Damnation. Caution alone ſaved 
Uly/es : He would not traſt his Virtue with a fine 
Voice, nor his Philoſophy with a warbling Donna Mar- 
garita; he rather choſe to reſign the Pleaſure of a Solo, 
than to ſuffer the Misfortune of a Shipwreck ; and 
would not barter his dear purchaſed Heroſhip for a 
Song. 

I were to be wiſhed our Gentry of both Sexes car- 
ried Wax in their Ears, as well as this Heathen Gene- 
ral; their Occaſions often exact the Precaution. They 
ſteer between the Rocks, and Syrens lie in Ambuſcade 
to inſnare them. In theſe Circumſtances the leaſt O- 
verſight is mortal; if we don't keep at a Diſtance from 
the Whirlpool, we ſhall be ſuck'd in by the Eddy. 
How many, for want of Care, have ſplit upon the 
Quickſands ? Was not Madam FW. played out of her 
Reputation, and violin'd into a Match below her Qua- 
lity ? And how many Gentlemen have been ſung out 
of their Innocence at the Play-houſe and Muſic- 
meetings ? | 

Though therefore Mufic in itſelf be innocent, it is 
often fatal in the Conſequence, and ftrikes us at Re- 
bound. And this is enough to rouſe up a Chriſtian's 
Care ; where Duty obliges him not only to avoid down- 
right Sin, but the very Tendency to it, 

Vox. I. H | But 
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But alas! the Poiſon lies not only in the Notes, the 
very Words carry Infection: They are ſoft and amo. 
rous, and either blame Honeſty, or provoke to De. 
bauchery ; they either perſonate the Deſpair of an a- 
bandoned, or the Triumphs of a ſucceſsful Lover, 
Now what is this but Stratagem, to ſet ill Humours at 
work, and to make ſoft Rhime a Conveyance to De- 
ſtruction? And indeed ſome Songs expreſs ſo lively ill 
Practice, that it's not. eaſy to diſtinguiſh the very Fact 
from the Repreſentation, And ſo the Minſtrel inſtils 
all the Diſeaſes of Rage and Love he counterfeits, It's 
true, the Tongue preſents the Poiſon, but the Ear 
drinks it, and both are guilty ; for the Difference of the 
Organ makes a ſmall Alteration in the Action. In 
fine, Ladies, ſuch Madrigals are only fit to be ſung by 
the Devils, and to be heard by the Damned. 


VII. 

The other Obſtacles that ſtand between us, and the 
Compliance with our Duty, are the deluding Pageants 
of worldly Felicity; fine Sights, a glorious Retinue, 
and ſwelling Titles. Now what is all this Appearance 
but a Scene of Vanity? That Philoſopher was. not mi- 
ſtaken, who ſaid, That the juſt Value of Things are 
known. by their End, as Men by their Faces. And if 
we take the Dimenſions of all human Happineſs by this 


unerring Scale, how thin, how little, how contemptible 


will it appear, even to purblind Reaſon ? 

Though we ſuppoſe it conſtant to our Intereſt, that 
it waits upon us to the Grave, we then muſt take leave 
of it, and bid adieu to all thoſe Objects that dazzled 
our Eyes, and led our Hearts captive. Nothing will 
be permitted to paſs with us into Eternity, but our 
Virtues and our Vices : 'Thoſe to refreſh, theſe to tor- 
ment us. God pronounced the Sentence of Death a- 

ainſt the whole Race of Adam; and tho' upon Occa- 
— he has diſpenſed with other Laws, this has and 
will remain inviolable. The moſt evident Principles 
have been queſtioned by ſome, and denied by others; 
all Errors have found Abettors, but I never read of any 
Man ſo extravagantly fouliſh as to doubt of * 
- 
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The Church-yards proclaim this Truth, the Marble 
Maufolea's of Princes divulge it, and our dead Parents 
in a Mute, but emphatic Language tell us, we muſt 
follow. In fine, 1 is decreed that all Men muſt die. Seein 
therefore all worldly Happineſs will once expire, a 
perchance even when we expect no Alteration ; what 
can it deſerve but Scorn and Contempt ? How can that 
be called a Happineſs, that ends in Miſery, and will be 
followed by Repentance ? 

Nay, the Manner of leaving it is oftentimes far more 
miſerable than the End itſelf. The great Antiochus, 
when Proſperity ran high, forgot he was a Man : Vic- 
tory waited on his Standards, and Succeſs crowned his 
Enterprizes. But if his Felicity was ſtupendious, the 
End of it was no leſs amazing. This glorious Prince 
fell firſt into a mortal Melancholy, then a lothſome 
Diſeaſe ; his Bowels glowed with a raging Fire, and 
every Member that had contributed to his Pleaſure, in- 
creaſed his Torment. He called upon Death as the 
ſole Remedy of his Diſaſter, and doted on that fatal 
Moment he once trembled at. All the Treaſures heap'd 
up by Rapine, were unable to purchaſe the Slumber of 
an Hour. His corrupted Carcaſs exhaled ſo inſup- 
portable an Infection, that he was a Burden to his 
Friends, and a Hell to himſelf. Thus he breathed out 
his wretched Soul in a Tempeſt of Rage and Deſpair, 
and died rather the Object of Compaſſion than Envy. 

What ſhall I ſay of Nero, Vitellius, and Andronicus ? 
They ſaw the World at their Feet, and ſparkling Dia- 
dems on their Heads; they were rather worſhipped as 
Gods, than ſerved as Men; yet all this Glory ended in 
Outrage and Infamy : The firſt fell by his own Hand; 
the others by the Cruelty of the enraged Mob, that ra- 
ther ſtudied to torment thoſe unfortunate Princes, than 
to butcher them. 

Could Women mount higher than Jezabe/, or 
Cleopatra? The one gave Laws to an opulent King 
dom, the other to an Empire; both ſwam in Pleaſure, 
and were a:moſt over-ſet with Proſperity. But alas ! 
their Grandeur, like the Ice of one Night, melted a- 
way in a Moment: The Babel of their Greatneſs ſunk 
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under- its own -Weight, and buried them under the 
Ruins. The firſt was preyed upon by Dogs, and the 
ſecond fell by the Sting of a Viper. What reaſonable 
Creature would take theſe Peoples Felicity, together 
with their Miſery ? Who would lead their Lives, and 
undergo the Cruelty of their Deaths ? Can any thing 
more clearly evidence the Baſeneſs of human Great- 
neſs, than theſe ſudden Turns of Fortune. So that the 
Carthaginian Captain now mortally wounded, when he 
ſaw the World behind him, and Death before him, 
had reaſon to read his ſurviving Brother this ſeaſonable 
Leſſon. To pride, dear Brother, in Greatneſs, is a 
pompous Folly; high Commands ſtand expoſed to 
mighty Chances. e beſt built Fortune muſt yield 
to Hand. or ſubmit to Time: Nothing is certain in 
this Life, but Death. What am I the better for hav- 
ing ſubdued Provinces by my Valour, and butchered 
Armies in my Fury ? I feel at preſent that Violence 
others have felt from me, What vaſt Deſigns you row! 
in your Brains ? What Sieges ? What Vidories? But, 
alas ! all this is glorious only in Idea, great in Fancy, 
and nothing in iefelf but Vanity : A pear Deſtiny 
in mine ; and remember, that though you eſcape the 
Stroke of Violence, Nature will put a Stop to your At- 
chievements. Here is Spirit and Heat, Pathos, and Em- 
phafis ; and, what is more, Truth upon Experiment: 


And yet this Man was no St. Paul in a Pulpit, but a 


Pagan General in the Camp: He had but an imperfect 
View of the future Puniſhments that tread on the Heels 


of great Felicity. 
1 VIII. 


If you will not ſtand to the Judgment of a Pagan, I 
will put the Iſſue of the Cauſe upon your own. But I 
muſt firſt ſeat you in a Region above thoſe Miſts that 
darken Reaſon, and bias the Underſtanding ; and what 
Place -more proper than the Death-bed ? Let us there- 
fore contemplate your Ladyſhip in this Poſture, ſtrug- 

ling with a burning Fever, without Strength, without 
Vigour, ready to leave all Things, and to be aban- 
doned by all. Your Head burns, your Heart pants, 
and the Violence of the Diſtemper hurries Pain into 
| every 
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every Artery. You turn yourſelf into a thouſand Poſtures ; 
but though you change Place, 2 Torment follows. 
Your Bed of Down gives no Eaſe, nor can your whole 
Eſtate buy it. We wall r Madam Lucia runs 
through all the Arguments of the Stoics, and marſhats 
vp all her Eloquence to raiſe your — Spirits : 
It's in vain, dear Emilia, to ſtruggle againſt Mortality, 


there is no Recipe in the Diſpenſatory of Phyſicians 


againſt Death; it's a Debt we owe to Nature, and it 
muſt be paid. But at leaſt you will leave behind an 
honourable Memory; you have acted a topping Part, 
and you go off the Stage with Applauſe. Every one 
does Juſtice to your Merit, and even thoſe who envy 
your Fortune, confeſs you deſerve a greater. The La- 
dies admire your Wit, the Gentlemen your Beauty, and 
All your Breeding. Dryden has eternized your rare 
Perfections in Verte, and your Name, together with 
your Titles, ſtand at the Epiſile Dedicatory in Folis; ſo 
that when you die, you will live by Proxy, and your 
Fame will ſurvive the Coffin. Will ſuch an atheiſtical 
Homily put an irregular Pulſe in Order? Will it heal 
a wounded Conſcience? Alas! Madam, the Elogiums 
of the Living make weak Impreſſions on the Souls of 
the Dead. Though I praiſe Cleopatra's Beauty in all 
Company, will ſhe be leſs miſerable ? Becauſe I admire 
the Power of Semiramis, will my Wonder extinguiſh the 


Fire and Brimſtone that eternally conſumes her ? -Will 


Craſus be Rich, becauſe I magnify his paſt Treaſures ? 
Will Alexander be at Eaſe, becauſe I commend his Con- 
rage? Or Sardanapalus in Pleaſures, becauſe he was 
once happy? Poor Creatures! They underſtand them- 
ſelves and their ſad Condition too well to receive Flat. 
tery, and are too emphatically miſerable to be refreſhe4 
with the Remembrance of paſt Follies. Thoſe that are 
laughed at by the Saints, and tormented by the Omni- 
potent, find ſmall Satisfaction in the vain Huzza's of 
Fools or Sycophants, They are praiſed where they are not, 
and are tortured where they are. 

And to come home to your Ladyſhip, give me the 
Freedom to put you this Queſtion, When you find 
yourſelf upon the Brink of Eternity, will the Remem- 
\ 13 brance 
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brance of your quondam Pleaſures open a Proſpect of 
Joy, or of Repentance ? Will you ratify your paſt 
Conduct, or deplore it with Tears, or perchance with 
all the Pangs of Rage and Deſpair ? Will not worldly 
Happineſs, you once rated ſo high, fall low in your 
Opinion ? And will you not wiſh rather to have con- 
temned the plittering Vanities of the World, than to 
have enjoy'd 'em? For, in fine, Madam, you will then 
acknowledge a Truth you have now no Inclination to 
learn ; that your Buſineſs is not to be great, but good ; not 
to make a Figure here, but hereafter. Let me therefore 
conclude with the wiſeſt of Men; Beauty and Complexion 
are vain, but a Woman that feareth the Lord ball be 
praiſed. 
And now, methinks, I have ſaid enough to perſuade 
a reaſonable Creature, that the dazzling Preſents of the 
World are painted Nothings, varniſhed Impoſtures, and 
gilt Deluſions : That tho' they ſmooth the Brow, they are 
too ſuperficial to fill the Heart, and rather faſcinate than 
delight; and yet theſe Toys are the only Barriers that 
ſand between us and Heaven: Could we but once 
heartily fall out with em, and regard em as Snares ra- 
ther than Favours, Virtue would be planted without La- 
bour in our Souls; it would grow up almoſt without 
Pain. But whilſt our Hearts cling to Earth, our De- 
fires cannot fly higher. They reliſh nothing but Colour 
and Surface, and ſtudy to oblige Senſe, and to gratify 
Paſſion. Hence flow thoſe Sins that ſtab the Soul, and 
lead it to Perdition; that cut off our Right to Chriſt's 
Promiſes, and give us over to his Menaces. If there- 
fore you intend to live up to the Goſpel, you muſt break 
off with the World. This is the firſt Step to Virtue, a 
neceſſary Pre- requiſite to a holy Life; for Sin and Virtue 
can't lodge together. 
Emil. You ve held forth upon Lowe not the World to 
the Purpoſe, and have laſhed Grandeur, Wealth, and 
Pleaſure, like a Galley-ſlave. But, methinks, you have 
carried Invective too far, and flouriſhed upon Vanitas 
Vanitatum beyond Meaſure and Juſtice, For if what 
you ſay be true, Chrittianity pens up our Liberty in a 
narrow Compaſs, and our Pleaſure in leſs ; and oo 
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how ſhall we reconcile that Freedom Chriſt purchaſed by 
his Death, to that Slavery you impoſe? Did God create 
the World to tantalize us? And ſhew the Beauties of 
the Univerſe merely to throw us into a Fit of Longing ? 

Luc. Let him talk, Madam; Chriſt's Religion is Ca- 
tholic, our Creed is poſitive; it is not cut out only for” 
Job's and Laxarus's, but for Kings and Empreſles. 
Why therefore muſt we diſmiſs our Equipage, or com- 
mence Apoſtates ? Will yo have Ladies turn off their 
Coaches to walk in Pattins| like Milk-maids and Oyfter- 
women? Muſt they melt down their Plate, and make 
over their Jointares to the Blue-boys of Chrift-church ? Un- 
der favour, Sir, Chriſt is neither Leveller nor Tyrant. 
Not one Text in Scripture ties Sin to Silks, nor Dam- 
nation to Sattin; we may glitter in Silver here, and 
ſhine in Glory hereafter. | 

Enfeb, I have indeed enlarged upon the Text, Lowe 
ot the World; but when the Enemy is upon the Coaſt, 
it's time to ſire the Beacon. Is not a Caveat ſeaſonable, 
when you are within an Ineh of a Precipice ? Our Sa- 
viour has thundered a thouſand oe againſt the World, 
and its beſotted Lovers; he cautions us againft its 
Charms, both in Parable and Precept; and yet, in 
ſpite of his Command, we run into its Embracements, 
and pawn Heaven for Trifles. Methinks Warmth and 
Severity tod are very warrantable, on an Occafion fo 
preſſing and extraordinary. If a Merchant put upon 
your Ladyſtiip Brito Stones for Emeralds, or Venice 
Glaſs for Diamonds, would you frown upon a Friend 
for diſcovering. the Cheat? The World impoſes upon 
you counterfeit Coin for Sterling, Tinſel for Gold; and 
imaginary Happineſs for real Satisfaction. I have laid 
open the Impoſture, and you complain I am too hard 
upon the Deceiver. Is it ſo obliging a Civility to pro- 
tect your Purſe, and ſo clowniſh a Service to fave your 
Soul? Are Guineas fo precious, and Souls ſo contemp- 
tible ? ſo cheap ? 

You ſtand upon Chrifttan Freedom, but yeu ſtretch 
the Prerogative too far. For tho' Chriſt has knock'd 
off your Chains, and freed youfrom the Slavery of the De- 
vil, he has not „ from the Subjection = 
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his Laws: No, Madam, you live within his Juriſdiction, 
though you take a Ramble to the Indies; and you muſt 
obey his Command, or pay for the Tranſgreſſion. 
Your Liberty, therefore, though great, is reſtrained by 
Chriſt's Grant, and your Freedom is incumbered with 
-Proviſoes. 

Nor did God create the World to tempt our Virtue, 
but to poliſh it for Uſe, not for our Vanity; and fur- 
niſn'd this noble Apartment for our Paſſage, not for our 
.Dwelling. Uſe then the World, and love it alſo ; but, 
as Men do Phyſic, merely for Health. I would not 
counſel Ladies nor Lords to eaſe themſelves of their Mo- 
ney, as old Crates did ; but then they muſt not overlook 
all the Laws of Nature, to ſwell their Stock ; they 
mult notcircumvent and counterfeit, nor daſh Things out 
of one Nature, and brew 'em in another. They muſt 
not uſe light Weights, and falſe Meaſures, and haggle 


away Conſcience for a Penny, and Heaven for Six- 


pence: They muſt not rack "Tenants to feed Luſt ; nor 


pay their Lacquey's Service with Baſtinadoes, nor their 
Chamber-maids with ill Language. 


If you remember, Madam, I told you at our laſt In- 
terview, you might alſo eat wholſeſome Food; that 
you might ſleep on an eaſy Bed, and wear good Linen; 
that you might ſometimes grace the Boxes with your 
Preſence, and air your Body either in Coach, or on Foot, 


But then Chriſt forbids you to run ſtark mad after theſe 


Amuſements, to devote all your Time to Diverſion, and 
not a Moment to your Duty. He forbids you to ſleep 


out the Day, and to dance out the Night; to lead the 


Lives of Bats, or Screech-owls. In fine, Madam, you 


may allow the Taſte Sweet-meats, and the Eye fine 
Sights, provided you truck not your Soul for the Sa- 
tisfaction. Let Senſe ſometimes play; but then be ſure 


Reaſon ſtands upon the Guard, and keeps it within the 


[Bounds of Moderation. For theſe animal Faculties are 


wanton and craving, and if left to themſelves, they'll 
vault over the Pale of Law and Duty, and wheedle in 
the Heart to follow their Ramble. This is St. Paul's 


Caution, in 2 Cor. Chap. vii. Let thoſe who have VWiwes, 
be as if thay had noue : Thoſe that weep, as if they did net 


ec: 


of the GENTLEMAN In/trufed. 153 


aucep : Thoſe that rejoice, as if they did not rejoice : Thoſe that 
buy, as if they poſſeſs nothing; and thoſe that uſe the Goods 
of this World, as if they uſed them not. That is, though 
theſe worldly Objects affect the Senſes, they muſt not 
touch the Heart; this muſt ſtand above their Reach, 
and be Proof to all their Solicitation. It muſt, like 
the Sun, that gilds the very Mire without being ſullied, 

aſs through theſe killing Vanities without catching the 
lafedtion. Now this being ſo, we are not ſo confined 
as you imagine; we have Liberty to be merry, though 
not to be mad; and I ſuppoſe this Abridgment is no 
Breach of our Magna Charta. 

Nean. Methinks, Ladies, E/ebius is orthodox. He 
ſeems neither to tie up our Senſes too ſhort, nor to give 
'em too much Line. He keeps within a juſt Mean be- 
twixt Sever.ty and Indulgence, and ncither ſets Appetite 
at large, nor the Goſpel _ the Rack. It's the Abuſs 
of worldly Pleaſures he blames, not a moderate Uſe : 
This ſtands with Chriſt's Law, and is practicable too. 
If we keep a heavy Hand over Senſe, and _—_ Occa- 
ſions refuſe it thoſe Diverſions that are lawful, we may 
eaſily withdraw it from thoſe that are forbid : But if we 
leave it to itſelf, and lay the Reins on its Neck, we 
ſhall find ourſelves in a Precipice. For whoever turns 
Nature looſe, makes the prey Senſations of Senſe 
her End, and ſo becomes a Lady of Pleaſure. Now 
this Epithet, in the Senſe of our modiſh Diale&, ſounds 
harſh and ſcandalous; and indeed, in the more vulgar 
Acceptation, it grates upon the Ear, for they are often 
incident; for that Lady who makes Pleaſure her Buſi- 
neſs, will catch at any; and if an innocent one comes not 
in her Way, Paſſion will ſuggeſt thoſe that are innocent: 
And then how can we perſuade ourſelves, that ſhe whe 
lives for Diverſion will refuſe the Occaſion ? 

Emil. You have removed the Obſtacles to a Chriſtian 
Life, pray inform us now in what this conſiſts ; for I 
perceive we live under Poſitive Precepts, as well as Ne- 
gative; and as Chriſt forhids ſome Things, ſo he com- 
mands others, | 
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DIALOGUE V. 
They muſt practiſæ Humility and Modeſty. 


I. 
Tab. FiTernitati Pingo, ſaid once a famous Painter, 
Let our Deſign in every Action look as far, 
Why ſhall. the Expectation of a vain Applauſe work 
more powerfully on a deluded Pagan, than the glorious 
Promiſes of our Almighty Saviour upon Chriſtians? 
Every virtuous Action, as St. Bernard notes, paſſes, 
but does not-periſh-; it's a heavy Seed, that dies for a 
Time, to revive. in Eternity. 


| 

Regard each Day as the laſt, and behave yourſelf as 
if you ſhould not ſee. To-morrow, The Reaſon why 
we manage ſo much Time ill, is, becauſe we always 
ſuppoſe we have too much on our Hands te huſband 
well. We build upon the future that lies out of our 
Reach, and by conſequence is not at our Diſpoſal; 
nay, and perchance never will: And thus we leave our 
Souls to Chance, and truſt Hazard with our Salvation. 
Whereas, did we- perſuade ourſelves we were upon a 
Removal, we ſhould lay up ſome Treaſure for our Jour- 
ney, and ſend Virtue before to prepare our Lodgings. 
For our Reception in the next World will anſwer our 
Behaviour in this. What we fow in our Lives, we ſhall 
reap after our Deaths, If Vice, Torments ; if Virtue, 
Pleaſure. 1 


The Piety of a Chriſtian conſiſts in Works, not Words: 
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appeared to me more affected than real. I thought it 
had more Flame than Fire; and that ſhe harangued in 
jeſt, becauſe ſhe ſeemed ſo much in earneſt. But Au- 
thors were divided upon the „ aun for ſome, with- 
out Appeal to the Rota, were for canonizing her ; and 
a pious Siſter would needs remove St. Ambroſe, to find 
her a Place in the Calendar. What a precious Soul 
is this, cried ſhe? Good God! her Tongue trots ſo 
faſt heavenwards, her Heart muſt needs gallop after! 
In ſine, ſhe ſpeaks the Language of Sion, and therefore 
muſt not be of the Seed of Canaan. 

But after all, this Lady's Devotion was mere Sound, 
with a Daſh of Mein and Grimace. Her Anger was 
violent, and her Vanity extreme. She never baulked 
one Paſſion, without gratifying another ; and if ſhe 
„ N a Virtue, twas to * room for a darlin 

ice. Had ſhe ſpoke leſs, and done more, ſhe h 
come nearer the Mark of her Profeſſion: For, as Na- 
xianxen obſerves, A wirtuous Action, though mute, is worth 
4 Folio of Rhetoric without Effet, Run not into this 
Folly : The Tongue of an Angel, without the Heart of 
a Seraphin, is inſignificant ; it may indeed procure 
fome Repute in a Female Congregation, but will not 
gain one Grain of Glory in Heaven. 


IV. 

In all our Actions ſeek God alone, and never make 
yourſelf a Slave to the Applauſe of Men; Hypocriſy 
and Diflimulation are always increditable, but in Mat- 
ters of Religion monſtrous to a Sacrilege: To ſweat in 
this World, and be tormented in the next; to labour 
with the Saints, and burn with the Devils, is Frenzy. 
Yet, alas! how many are ſound Saint without, and 
Fiend within? Who clothe Vice with the Robes of 
Virtue, and ſo walk in a Road to Hell, whilft they pre- 
tend to march for Heaven. Cynt41a ſet up for a Saint of 
the firſt Magnitude ; but ſhe built all her Piety upon 
Hypocriſy. She took her Plan from the Phariſees, and 
modelled her ConduQ by their Practice. She was a 
moſt rigid Gene ian; firſt framed by Baxter, and then 
peliſhed on B. est Anvil. dne had the Turn of = 

ye 
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Eye in Perfection, and topp'd the Twang of the Pre- 
deſtinate. Nay, ſome ſay ſhe could wind a Church of 
England Lady Sevenſcore, and a Papiſt a Mile at leaſt, 
She prayed in ae la Sol Re, and groan'd the Family into 
a Quartan Ague: And what is ſtrange, this holy Impulſe 
ſeldom came upon her in Company. She conſtantly 
read Scripture at the Window, ans at laſt became a 
Nuiſance to the Neighbourhood. I never heard her, 
but I fanfied myſelf in Bethlem, at a Lecture of Oliver's 
Porter. She continually harped upon the Baptiſt's Ex- 
hortation to the Jeavs, and ſigh'd out, Pepent ! Repent ! 
with an Emphaſis. Good God! ſaid I to myſelf, 
what Farce, what Illuſion is here? To correct Sin 
with Pride, and preach Repentance with Hypocriſy, is 
amazing. Now all this Grimace run upon Intereſt, 
The Lady had a Month's Mind to hear Mr. B. prone 
upon her heavenly Gifts in the Congregation. And in- 
deed he ſpent his Lungs, and laid out a World of Cant, 
and myſtical Jargon upon the Subject. But this was 
not all, a well-meaning Brother of the Godly Party had 
an Impulſe to pair only in the Lord, He was brimful of 
the Spirit, and well ſtock'd with a Creature Men call 
Gold. He was more inquiſitive for a Hoch Yoke- 
fellow, than a beautiful one; and prized the Wealth of 
the Soul above all the vile Tinkets of Fortune. n- 
thia put in for the Bigot. The good Man bit at the 
Hook ; and her Grimaces gained her twenty thouſand 
Pounds, and in time coſt Lim as many Curſes, Her 
Voice was Jacob's, but ſhe had the Hands of Eau. Her 
Piety carriedafair Appearance, but under the Maſk lurked 
Diſſimulation and Intereſt. Though ſhe ſtole the good 
Man's Purſe, ſhe pawn'd Conſciences ; and conſequently 
the Gain did not balance the Loſs; and what is won- 
derful, ſhe pretended by the fame Legerdemain to lay in 
as good a Stock for Heaven as ſhe had for the World, 
and to over-reach God, as fhe had wheedled the good 
Man, Well, ſaid I, Conſcience I ſee is pliable, and 
Intereſt can force it, like Proteus, into all Shapes. Thus 
we make Partiality the Scale of Virtue, and every in- 
tereſted Siſter has Mzdas's. Faculty of l 
thing into Gold. Pray, Madam, eſpouſe not this La- 
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dy's Morals, her Caſuiſtry is too indulging, and obliges 
our vicious Inclinations too much to come up to the 
Standard of Chriſt's. He will have the Heart as well 
as the Action, and will not go halves with Intereſt: if 
you drudge for temporal Profit, you defeat all Pretenſions 
to eternal. Nay, if you obſerve Chriſt's Law upon 
fuch baſe Views, you will be caſt out of Heaven with 
Hypocrites that tranſgreſs it. Our Saviour commands 
us to keep our Piety to ourſelves, and to confine it to 
Darkneſs and Secrecy. Nay, when we faſt, we muſt 
perfume our Head, powder our Hair, vamp up our 
Complexion, and upon ſo extraordinary Occaſions, 
Ladies may be permitted perchance the Uſe of Waſhes, 
to conceal from the Eyes of Men this Mortification. 
Virtue, like Glaſs, is eaſily ſullied; a Word often- 
times tarniſhes its Luſtre, and a Look, like the Eye of 
a Baſiliſk, murders it. | 

However, omit not a good Deed out of an Appre- 
henſion of being diſcovered. This would be to ſtretch 
Caution too far, and to keep up to one Precept by the 
Breach of another. For though our Saviour in one 
Place recommends Privacy, in another he orders us to 
be virtuous in public ſor Education: Let em ſee your 


good Works, and let em glory your Father which is in 
n 


awen. Gregory the Great, in Matth. xiii. handſomely 
reconciles theſe Texts, that ſeem to jar: Let our Actions 
be public, but let our Intention be ſecret; that at once 
we may edify our Neighbour by our Example, and by 
our Intention to pleaſe God alone, wiſh it were pri- 

vate. | 
Let therefore your Devotion have no Tincture of 
earthly Views ; let it aim at God's Honour, and your 
Soul's Salvation; and if you purchaſe Heaven, you 
have crowned your Labour. But in the mean time, 
fear not to ſtand up for Virtue, and ſhew you are in 
earneſt by your Practice: So many go over to Vice, and 
ſo heartily carry on its Intereſt, it's neceſſary for the 
Friends of Godlineſs to make ſome Proviſion againſt 
the Aſſaults of ſo prevailing a Party, and ſo convince 
the World Virtue is not quite forſaken. Now who are 
e 
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Ladies of Quality ? They are expoſed to the View of 
the Vulgar, and receive Homage and Incenſe, like the 
old Female Deities, from their Inferiors; they are aped 
by the Sex of a lower Rate; their Fafhions, Mien, 
Geſture, and Carriage, are copied by Citizens Wives 
and Daughters, and thefe Pretenders to Politeneſs glory 
in the very Follies of a Lady. Now ſeeing you 1 * 
ſuch an Aſcendant over them, why may you not lure 
'em to Godlineſs, as well as to Vice? Why may they 
not fall in love with your chriſtian, as well as your 
worldly Deportment; and faſhion their Conduct by 
yours, as well as their Commodes? Virtue in Embroi- 
dery is more amiable than Vanity in its moſt dazling 
Equipage; its Charms are attractive; and when once 
People are convinced they may be fine without, and 
rich within; that they may live great and innocent too; 
it's odds, they'll rather chooſe to live genteely and 
pleaſantly with a good Conſcience, than hke Reprobates 
with a bad one. And if once Virtue be faſhionable 
among the Ladies, it may in time be a/amode among the 
Gentlemen alſo. For, with | theſe, their Approbation 
is a kind of Law almoft as inviolable as thoſe of the 
Medes and 'Perfians : And' Men will rather ſuffer a Re- 
ſtraint, and clap Nature under Hatches, than purchaſe 
a petty Satisfaction at the Rate of a Lady's Diſpleaſure. 
Thus, becauſe Women have an Averſion to a tem- 
nous Converſation, and ſtart almoſt as much at a 
ector's Oath, as at the Report of his Piſtol, no Man 
of Breeding will any more ſwear, than duel in their 
Preſence. Now if a Principle of Civility can bridle one 
Vice, why can't it ſilence another? And thus, Madam, 
— may become an Apoſtle, without the Labour of 
reaching; for Example moves more than Homily; 
tho' it be leſs clamorous. 


„ 

Humility is the Foundation of all Virtues, it's the 
Gate of Religion, Primus Religionis introitus, ſays Cyprian; 
and he deſerves the Name of Infidel, who is unfaith- 
ful to this favourite Virtue of, God made Man. To 
fay chat Ladies have no need of Humility, is to — 
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the Sick have no need of Health, nor the Indigent of 
Support. It's neceſſary for all, but Ladies cannot be 
ſaved without it. For beſides the common Infection 
of Pride they inherit from their firſt Parent, what addi- 
tional Increaſe do they receive from other Quarters ? 
Quality and Equipage warm the Paſſion ; Flattery and 
Courtihip quieken it; and the innate Propenſion of 
the Sex itſelf ſets it afloat. And when ſuch a multi- 
tud of Channels feed the Humour, what wonder if it 
ſwelis over the Banks, and bears down Virtue together 
with Reaſon ? . 

Indeed to ſtand on Tiptoe upon ſuch trifling Advan- 
tages, is an evident Mark of a ſtreng Paſſion, or a 
weak judgment; and I eafily perſuade myſelf, that 
Ladies would ſteop lower, did they but take the Pains 
8 upon how groundleſs Pretenſions they fly 
o high. | 

Your Father bore Title and Eſcutckeon, but was 
not your Mother a Chamber-maid ? If fo, I would de- 
fire you not to ſcrew up your Quality too high; for, 
like the: Dutch Coin, it's only half Sterling. You are 
a kind of Mulattoe, European on the one Fe, and Sa- 
vage on the other; z. e. a Compound of Gentlewoman 
and Spinſtreſs, What is here that deſerves an over- 
weaning Conceit? 

But though your Blood has run from Hector and An- 
dromache, through an undefiled Channel into your Veins, 
manage the Advantage with Modeſty, and do not mag- 
nify it beyond Proportion. For after all, this refined 
Blood, if tried in the Laboratory, will prove tainted 
upon Experiment; and an Alchymiſt will draw as fine 
Spirits from that of a Dairy-maid, as from that of a 
Ducheſs. Could our. Anceſtors make over their Vir- 
tues by Will; could they ſettle upon their Deſcendants: 
Senſe and Merit, together with their Titles and Lord- 
ſhips, brave Progenitors would be a great Privilege. 
But alas ! theſe towering, theſe ennobling — 2 
are merely perſonal; they are incommunicable Perfec- 
tions, and neither deſcend to Heirs Male or Female by 
Right of Gift Believe me, Madam, noble Minds, 
and mighty Dignities, go not always together. —_— 
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often ſeen Wit in the Coach-box, and Folly in the 


Coach; Beauty in Linſey-woolſey, and Deformity in 
Sattin ; Merit in the Maid, and none in my Lady, 
Now, methinks, Quality waited on by the whole Re- 


tinue of Title and Equipage, being neither the Purchaſe 


of our Induſtry, nor the Reward of our Merit, ſhould 
not work upon our Vanity, nor ſwell our Preſumption. 
We ſhould rather thank Providence for the Favour, 
than pride in the Gift; for, in fine, we have no more 
Reaſon to look big upon the Matter, than a Genet in 
embroidered Harneſs. 

But if your Parts and Quality are not of a piece, if 
this raiſes you above the common Level, and thoſe 
throw you below it, you are only indebted to Nobility 


for the Poſt of a Scaramouch, to divert your Inferiors, 


and to be ſcorned by your Equals. 

And as for Equipage and Attendance, though it 
makes a gaudy Shew, at bottom it's rather trivial than 
ſignificant, and has more of Appearance than Reality ; 
for it only argues either ſome Credit, much Money, or 
more Vanity. Now theſe Advantages are of a baſe 
Alloy, and they muſt be you on through ſtrange 
Glaſſes to appear conſiderable. Madam P's Credit run 
her in every Merchant's Book, from the Exchange in 
the Strand, to that in the City. She waded Chin-deep, 
but by Misfortune, * Credit entered her Name 
in ſo many, it was unable to croſs it out of one; ſo 
that it had been greater, had it been leſs. For, in fine, 
ſhe run on Tick, till ſhe ſunk her Purſe with her Cre- 
dit, and then ſhe curſed her Merchant's Credulity, and 


her own Folly. ' 


Money indeed has ſome Charms, it feeds Vanity, and 
caſts a ſparkling Varniſh over Peaſantry and Meanneſs; 
but alas ! this Luftre is borrowed, it's a mere Glow- 
worm Light, that dazzles more than it warms; it 
comes from Fortune, not from Nature or Complexion; 
it gilds the Outſide, and ſports upon the Superficies, 
but leaves the Inſide as naked as it found it. In fine, 


it makes People often worſe, but ſeldom better, and 


gives them the Opportunity of playing the Prodigal or 
the Miſer. n ES hk: 1 
But 
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But nothing enlivens Womens Pride more than Flat- 
tery and Courtſhip; and yet what can be imagined 
more filly ? They are ſo over-charged with — 
tion and Self-love, that they believe themſelves Mi- 
ſtreſſes of all thoſe Perfections, brain-ſick Lovers, cr 
fawning Sycophants, are pleaſed to aſſign them; and 
ſometimes miſtake a plain Satire for a Panegyric, and 
grow big of Conceit for being lampooned. 'The Queen 
Stratonica had not one Hair on her Head, and yet ſhe 
ave a Poet ſix- hundred Crowns for comparing it to a 
Fake. The Compariſon was new indeed, and the A- 
nalogy ſo far fetched, that it comes not within Sight of 
Senſe. But however, the Lady admired the Difcovery, 
and became ſo exceſſive — upon the Compliment, 
that her Violet-hair rendered her more ridiculous than 
none at all: For by a Vanity ſo ill-grounded, and ſo 
unreaſonable, ſhe gave the World a Demonſtration her 
Skull was as bare within as without, and that her 
Brains did not out-weigh her Locks one Grain. But 
though a Lady ſhould be graced with the Hair of Au- 
rora, with the Eyes of Venus, the Majeſty of Juno, and 
the Feet of Thetzis (to ſpeak in the poetic Jargon) alas! 
what is all this but Vanity and Impoſture, but Mire 
— over with Snow, but an Idol of Fools, or a 
lower that opens and fades, that exhales Perfumes and 
Stench the ſame Day? What Language can reach the 
Extravagance of thoſe who rate themſelves upon ſo in- 
conſiderable Advantages? They are diſtempered be- 
yond all Lunacy of the Mad-houſe, and ſhou!d be tied 
up to Diet, and confined to Darkneſs and Diſcipline. 
But to take down theſe Ladies Stomachs, and to 
bring their ſoaring Thoughts a Point lower, I would 
deſire them to take a Turn in the Church-yard, and to 
try whether they can diſtinguiſh the Soul of a Princeſs 
from that of a Kitchen-wench ; whether the Aſhes of 
Dives are better qualified than thoſe of Lazarus ; or the 
Bones of Cz/ar are made of more noble Ingredients than 
thoſe of Peaſants? Or (left ſuch a melancholy Sight 
ſhould work too much upon your Complexion, and 
fright you into Convulſions) fling away a Viſit upon 
Madam S. She was once the Town Beauty, the Life 
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of Meetings, and the Lady of May. She rated herſelf, 
not by the Pound, but, like Diamonds, by the Cara, 
and was ſo extravagantly fond of her little Self, that 
ſhe fanſied her Body a Compound of the fifth Element, 
all Celeſtial, without Droſs or Matter. But a Con- 
ſumption has tamed her Pride, and fetched down her 
towering Conceit. She is in Extremity ; ſhe runs, poor 
Creature ! through a Courſe of Pain; ſhe conſumes by 
Inches, and loſes her Blood by Drops. She read me, 
I aflure you, a more emphatical Leſſon of Vanity than 
Solomon, and convinced me, Women muſt be mad to 
be proud. This death-bed Figure is certainly an hum- 
bling, though a moſt inſtructive Sight; and would Cu- 
rioſity lead Ladies ſometimes within Proſpect of ſuch 
Scenes, I conceive the Price of Female Perfections 
might fall. For, in fine, to ſet in ſo black a Cloud, 
to withdraw with Convulſions, to go off with Defor- 
mity, and, like a Candle, to vaniſh in Stench, is a-mor- 
tifying Rebuke to the Dignity of human Nature. Look 
therefore upon all the Goods of Fortune and Nature, as 
the mere Effects of God's Liberality, not of Merit: That 
they are only lent, not given; and, by conſequence, 
call rather for Gratitude than Pride. 

Keep your Rank among the Great Ones, and diſ- 
dain not to ſtoop to the Peaſant, when Charity com- 
mands, Hate Flattery as a Plague, Hypocriſy as Poi- 
ſon, and a baſe Complaiſance as mere Apery. Speak 
ill of Nobody, praiſe ſeldom ; but never yourſelf. 

Lofe not Sight of your Faults, — — upon yout 
Virtue. This is God's Work, thoſe ſolely your own. 
Endeavour to be pious, but never think you are ſo. 
And though you live up to the Height of Chriſtian Per- 
fection, ſuppoſe you are only at the Bottom. We may 
ſin by eſteeming ourſelves too much, but cannot by va- 
luing ourſelves too little. And to put Nature to the 
Bluſh, practiſe upon occaſion ſome public Actions of 
Humility. For Example; you may feed the Poor with 
your Alms, and ſerve them with your own Hands. 
Though ſuch Acts are low, they are not mean: And 
they rather ennoble Dignity, than degrade it. The 
great Empreſs Helen appeared taller on her Knees, * 
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ſhe waſhed the Feet of poor Women, than when ſhe 
ſat on her Throne; more glorious when {he wiped 
them with a Towel, than when ſhe rode in a trium- 
hant Chariot ; and more great when ſhe ſerved at Ta- 
le the devout Virgins at Jeruſalem, than when ſhe 
commanded in Rome or Conſtantinople. 

Why may not Ladies alſo ſometimes favour an Hoſ- 
pital with a Viſit, as well as the Play-houſe ? An Hour 
would be better ſpent in this Theatre of Miſery, than in 
that of Diverſion. Here you learn Humility, and practiſe 
it; and although you leave an Alms behind, you carry 
away the Merit. At Paris I have ſeen the topping Ladies 
of the Court, in I Hotel Dieu, help and comfort the Sick 
with great Charity. They refreſhed thoſe poor Crea- 
tures, not only with Words, but with Cordials and Ju- 
leps. I could wiſh the Mode would fail into Englazd. 
It edifes, I am ſure, and would become Quality, and 
lit as genteely on Ladies, as French Fontanges. For, in 
fine, a chriſtian Submiſſion is the Top of Gallantry, 
and gives a greater Luſtre than Equipage or Eſcutcheon. 
To ſtand above the Vulgar in Rank, and below them 
in Affection; to be eſteemed by others, and contemn'd 
by ourſelves, is to abandon the Sentiments of Nature, 
for the moſt refined Morals of the Goſpel: 


VI. 
As Humility regulates the Interior, ſo Modeſty diſci- 
lines the Exterior. This is the Index that marks the 
otion of our Soul : It difcovers the Situation of our 
Paſſions, and. tells us whether they obey the Empire of 
Senſe, or of Reaſon. For Providence ſeems to have 
deſigned the Face not only for Ornament, but for In- 


formation. Nay, the Soul flies into our Behaviour, 


and we can read its Inclination and Diſguſt as legibly 
in our Actions, as Phyſicians the State of the Body b 
the beating of the Pulſe. | 

Thus Gregory of Nazianzen ſaw the Diſorders of Ju- 
lian's Soul in the Irregularity of his Carriage, and pro- 
nounced him a Renagade before he had apoſtatized 
from Chriſtianity. 


1 


164 A SUPPLEMENT to the Fir/t Part 


I ſhall not conſider Modeſty in oppoſition to Wan. 
tonneſs, this would lead me too far; but as it is de- 
fined by Zeno, the Science of decent Motion, i. e. as it po- 
liſhes the Exterior, and cuts off all theſe Exorbitances 
that render our Converſation offenfive, or leſs chriſtian, 
I know indeed St. Paul commends it in this Accepta- 
tion to all; but though it reaches the maſculine Part 
of our Species, it concerns more properly the Femi- 
nine: And it's no more eſteemed a bare Ornament, 
but a Propriety of the Sex. So that a Woman diſcard. 
ed of Modeſty, ought to be gazed upon as a Monſter. 
Let her be ſet off with all the other Embelliſhments of 
Art and Nature, ſo long as Boldneſs is read in her 
Face, this Vice alone will eclipſe her other Perfections, 
and like a Cloud over- caſt all the glittering Beams of 
Beauty, Wit, and Dignity. 

Nor indeed is it any wonder that Modeſty is ſo much 
the Right and Intereſt of the Sex: For this is the Argus 
that guards their Treaſure againſt all the Attacks of 
Surprize or Imprudence. When Brennus with his vic- 
torious Army entered Rome, the Gravity and Majeſty of 
the Senators awed the licentious Soldiers into ſuch a 
Reſpe& and Reverence, that not one, for a long time, 
durſt approach them. And I believe a Lady well 
ſtocked with Modeſty, may look upon the looſe De- 
fires, and keep at a Diſtance the Attempts of the moſt 
impudent Aſſailant: For certainly true Virtue has more 
Authority than Aﬀe&ation, and a Chriſtian Reſerved- 
[neſs than a Stoical Severity. When a Town is well 
provided within, and ftrongly fenced with Out-works, 
a victorious General has ſeldom the Courage to attempt 
the Siege. The Expence, the Length of Time, the 
Lofles, and in fine, the Uncertainty of Succeſs, ſcare 
him from the Enterprize ; ſo that he wheels off to the 
leſs fortified, as of more eafy Conqueſt. Our Gallants 
ſeem to follow the ſame Method; they are ſo far from 
tempting a modeſt Woman, that they can ſcarce dare 
look her in the Face ; her Countenance and Air rather 
fright Paſſion than excite it. They conjure down im- 
pure Love, and raiſe Reſpect and Eſteem. In fine, 
the is ſo encompaſſed with Modeſty, there is no mak- 
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ing an Approach, and by conſequence no Proſpect of 
Succeſs; and this Difficulty cools the moſt fiery Luſt, 
and diſcourages the moſt violent Senſuality. Nobody 
but A/modeus himſelf will attempt te violate ſuch a 
Sanctuary. 

But when they eſpy a Lady without Reſervedneſs, 
who is endued with many attractive Qualities, and has 
nothing that awes, no Out-works that guard her Vir- 
tue, they are tempted to ſtorm her Conſtancy ; and if 
ſhe lends a patient Ear to the Encomiums of her Wit 
and Beauty, if ſhe ſtays to receive the Attack, ſhe is 
in Danger of being at Diſcretion. For, in ſhort, this 
Remiſſneſs is a kind of Capitulation; it is a Mark the 
Defendant is preſſed, and then follows a Surrender: So 
that the Neceſſity of this Virtue ought to awake the 
Care of Ladies, and quicken their Endeavours to pur- 
chaſe it. 

Now if you aſk me what it is, I have anſwered with 

Zeno, it's T he Science of decent Motion, 1. e. it's a Mixture 
of Gravity and Sweetneſs, that ſtamp Piety on the 
Behaviour, and make the divine Tranſports of the Soul 
ſparkle in the very Eyes; it reaches every Part of the 
Exterior, and guides our whole Comportment Abroad 
and at Home, in our Cloſet, and in Converſation ; in 
fine, it plants Virtue upon the Forehead, and draws De- 
corum upon the Exterior. 
But by Gravity, I underſtand not a moroſe Sourneſs, 
nor a ffarched Behaviour. The firſt marks Ill-nature, - 
the ſecond Pride and Affectation. I would neither coun- 
ſel Ladies to make wry Faces, as if they were taking 
a Doſe of Cologuintida, nor walk as if, like Bartholomew 
Poppets, they moved by Wire. This is not Mo /eſty, 
but downright Grimace, and has more of the Mimic 
than Virtue. The one frights, che other raiſes Laugh- 
ter. Keep within a Mean; Extreams are vicious; ex- 
traordinary Geſtures are as unbecoming as antiquated 
Dreſſes. 

But be ſure to take care of the Tongue. This is 
an inſolent Member, and needs all the Precepts and In- 
ſtructions of Modeſty, to be kept within the Compaſs of 
Decency. 
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Pretend not in Company to Wit ; you will certainly 
betray your Judgment: Women ſeldom appear more 
fooliſh, than when they aſpire to the Glory of being 
thought wiſe. Good God ! how was I plagued t'other 
Day with the Impertinences of Madam H. She com- 
mented upon Ariſtotle, and lectured us upon the Summe 
of Thomas Aquinas. She ſcorned the Female Topic of 
Modes and Dreſſes, and was for dancing on the high 
Ropes of Phyfics and Divinity, We were firit my 
with Materia Prima; then came up a Diſh of Occult 
Dualities; and at laſt a whole Plate of Theological 
Terms were flung among the Company. It was as im- 
poſſible to ſtop her in this learned Career, as a Ship 
under full Sail; and you might have ſooner filenced a 
Hurricane, than have fettered her Ladyſhip's Tongue. 
The Sex admired her Wiſdom, and the Men {ſmiled at 
her Folly. She has made a Proviſion of School Jargon, 
and laid it out with much Prodigality, and more Aſ- 
ſurance. But all her Knowledge ſtuck upon the Super- 
ficies of Words, ſhe entered not into the Senſe. S0 
that the Fame of her Parts ſhrunk-under Experience, 
and this Phoenix of Women proved only a well-taught 
Parrot, | 

Beware of' too great Talkativeneſs, a Fault incident 
to the Sex, and extremely offenſive in Converſation. It 
ſavours of Boldneſs, and is a great Intrenchment upon 
the Liberty of Company. She who monopolizes the 
Diſcourſe, filences the reſt, and aſſumes the Quality of 
Miſtreſs, and ſo keeps School without Licence, in plain 
Contradiction to our Statute-bock : Nay, and what is 
more, a Pythagorean School ; in which other Ladies, 
like Pupils, undergo the Penance of Silence, whilſt ſhe 
enjoys the Satisfaction of Speaking. This is, I think, 
a little impoſing; and ſhe who offers her Company up- 
on ſo hard Conditions, deſerves to lead the Life of a 
Recluſe; for few Ladies will go to the Price of the 
Purchaſe. Freedom of Speech is as undoubted a Pre- 
rogative of a Female Meeting, as of the Houſe of 
Commons. x 

In Converſation you muſt ſuppoſe all are not of tie 
ſame Opinion; bear therefore a * wich 
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Calmneſs and Moderation ; and be not too kind to your 
own Errors. Infallibility is neither an Appendix of 
Nature, nor of Grace: Women may fall into thoſe 
Miſtakes by Surprize or Ignorance, without any Abate- 
ment of their Parts, they cannot vindicate without Diſ- 
honour. So that it's more prudent, as well as more 
modeſt, to confeſs a Fault, than to defend it with Eager- 
neſs and Paſſion. Over-rate not therefore your own 
Sufficiency ; for though ſome Diamonds are ſaid to be 
above Price, Merits are not. Fanſy not your Under- 
ſanding moves in a higher Region than. other Peoples ; 
or that you muſt neceſſarily be wiſer, becauſe more 
beautiful or noble. Believe me, Madam, theſe Qua- 
lities are not the true Standard of Knowledge : A fair 
Frontiſpiece is no infallible Sign of well-furniſhed 
Rooms; the Inſide may be poor, though the Outſide 
be rich: And I ſuppoſe the Walls are not ſtronger for 
being ancient. | 

Little Love-intrigues oftentimes are the Subject of 
Womens Diſcourſe ; and generally People are paired by 
my Lady, before they are joined by the Parſon. It is 
a great Breach of Modeſty almoſt to know ſuch Things, 
and Boldneſs to throw them into Converſation. For 
the Laws of Decorum are ſo ſevere in regard of Women, 
that it is almoſt a Fault to pronounce the Word Lowe. 
They can ſcarce diſcover a Diſlike of an ill Thing 
without Blemiſh, nor even bluſh without diſobliging 
their Modeſty. For, in fine, thoſe Diſcourſes argue a 
vicious Inclination, or a Memory ill- furniſhed, or Cu- 
rioſity miſapplied; or rather all three. For certainly, 
without Pains, it's hard to glean fo great a Proviſion 
of Amouretts; and without ſome Inclination, as hard to 
run ſach Lengths in the Hiſtory of Intrigues. 

In a word, let Modeſty not only ckuſe the Subject of 
your Converſation, and regulate the Management of 
it, but tune the Voice, and order the Accent. The 
Tongue muſt not break out into Noiſe and Tumult ; 
like the Platonic Harmony of the moving Spheres, it 
ſhould charm, but not be perceived at a Diſtance, 
Would Ladies make the Purchaſe of thoſe Virtues their 
Buſingſs, as they are their real Concern, they * 
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bid fair for that Perfection, their Profeſſion, Sex, and 
Station require. 'There are others indeed neceſſary, 
but becauſe they reach the whole Species, and concern 
Men no leſs than Women, I ſhall refer you to the 
Catechiſm for Inſtruction. Beſides, too many Pre. 
cepts rather fright than inſtruct, and are more apt to 
caſt us into Deſpair, than to raiſe a Reſolution of ob. 
ſerving them. 

Emil. I thank you for your Charity, Sir, and wiſh 
myſelf ſo happy as to _ with your Inſtruction : 
But they ſeem too vague; favour me therefore with a 
Summary of thoſe Actions I muſt perform each Day; 
draw up a Scheme, and ſet me a Journal. 

Euſeb. Alas! Madam, you may as well aſk me to cut 
out a Manteau for the Moon. Circumſtances vary, 
and cannot be brought to the ſame Rule. However, I 
will lay a Plan before you, and hope your Prudence 
will fit it to your Occaſions. 


—— — 


— 


DIALOGUE VI. 
A Regulation of their daily Actions. 


J. 

N effeminate Sabarite thanked the Gods that he 
had never ſeen the Sun riſe in his Life. I would 
not have Ladies imitate this Pagan Copy, much leſs 
muſt they value themſelves upon ſo ſuperlative a La- 
zineſs. Live not as if you were our Antipodes. Cu- 
rioſity is ſuppoied to bear a great Sway over Female 
Inclinations. Let it therefore lead you to this great 
Planet's Levee, at leaſt in December and Fauuary. I aſ- 
ſure, you, Madam, it riſes with more Majeſty than the 
greateſt Monarch; and this Morning-ſcene out-ſhines 
the Glow-worm Pageantry of the Play-houſe. It gilds 
the Heaven with its dazling Beams. It turns every 
Drop of Dew into ſparkling Diamonds, and commands 
Nature to change her Nightrail into Cloth of Gold and 
Embroidery. Beſides, it wakes almoſt every Part 5 
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the drowſy Creation: Birds and Beaſts begin Martins, 
and proclaim the Glory of their omnipotent Maker. 
Why ſhould Man be leſs acknowledged than Beaſt? Or 
Inſtinct work more forcibly than Reaſon ? 7 


IT. 

So ſoon as you are up, fall upon your Knees, and 
adore that mighty Being that made you. . His Great- 
neſs calls for Homage, and your Dependance ſtands 
obliged for the Payment. Offer up every Action of 
the Day to his Glory; ſuch an Intention ſanctiſies the 
meaneſt, and ſtamps a new Value upon the moſt holy. 
Aſk Pardon for paſt Offences, and rather reſolve to die, 
than to tranſgreſs God's Commands for the future. 
Sue for the Support of his Grace; without this you 
are impotent, and with it invincible, 


III. 

Reflect what Occaſion of Sin may preſent itſelf, and 
prevent the Danger by Prudence and Forecaſt. A 
Temptation foreſeen is almoſt overcome. But he lies 
at the Mercy of an Enemy, who is aſſaulted by Sur- 
prize and Stratagem. When you diſcover an Ambuſ- 
cade, keep at a Diſtance ; to tempt Temptation is an 
unſeaſonable Bravery : I would as ſoon rouſe a ſleep- 
ing Lion, as come within its Reach ; for, in fine, the 
Victory is not ſure, but the Peril is certain, 

IV. 

Stand not upon mere defenſive War, for though you 
ſtruggle handſomely for a Time, and keep your Ground, 
you will at length be over-powered with Number; if 
you intend to come off with Conqueſt, carry War into 
the Enemy's Dominions. The Advantage for the moſt 
part lies on the Aſſailant's Side. Single out therefore 
every Day ſome Virtue, and make ſure of it by Prac- 
tice. The Duty of a Chriſtian is not only to ſuffer, 
but to do; by reſiſting the Allurement of Fleſh and 
Blood you loſe no Ground; by exerciſing Virtue you 
gain upon the Devil, and fo increaſe your Forces, and 
weaken his ii 10) r „1 % 
Vo I. I. 1 V. 
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V. 

When you have diſcharged your Duty to God, ſpend 
ſome Time upon the Government of your Family ; the 
Buſineſs within Doors lies upon your Hands, and is 
Part of your Province; and you muſt not do all by 
Deputy, Indeed I would not have you enter upon too 
minute a Detail, nor regiſter the Hen-rooſt in your 
'Table-book. It's below your Station to hunt every 
Day after Hen's Neſts, as Madam L. did; or to cal- 
culate the Number of Ducklings ; nor ſhould you. ſur. 
vey the Hog-fty, 0 mark the worſt of the Litter for the 
Tythe-pig; theſe Actions ſavour of Meanneſs ; they 
ib. Avarice to Exceſs, and ſit unhandſomely on Qua- 

1 VI. 

When you ſit at your Toilet, keep Vanity at a 
Diſtance, and remember you trim a Body that once 
will ſink into Corruption. Look upon your Robes as 
Badges of Infamy ; and reflect, Ladies had never been 
fine, had they remained innocent. I know, indeed, 
as the World goes, Nobility muſt make a Figure : Qua- 
lty and Title without Appearance, will never draw 
Reſpect; they require a Support. The Senſes of the 
Mob muſt be ſtruck, and their Imagination affected; 
for they ſeldom dive beyond — 50 ace, _ 

uality by gaudy 'Trappings an uipage, However, 
oy — uſe "theſe Toys, your Aﬀ&on muſt ſoar 
above them ; and you muſt never eſteem the worſt Parts 
of Beaſts to be the greateſt Perfection of your Sex. 

The brave Ether was raiſed from Subjection to Com- 
mand, and from Servitude to the Throne. She walked 
on Silks, and fpit in Silver: Nature had made her a 
complete Beauty, and Providence a mighty Empreſs ; 
and yet ſhe proteſted in the Sight of God, that her 
Greatneſs was a Burden, and her Finery a Torment. 
Thou knoweſt, my God, ſaid ſhe, that mere Neceſlity 
obliges me to live in Pomp and Glory, not Choice; 
and that I ſcorn this glittering Diadem, the Envy of a 


thouſand Ladies, and the. Deſire of more. I wear it 


with Regret, and only when I muſt appear a 


6i᷑i Þ, Ea od Sous 


n 


of the GENTLEMAN Infrutted. 171 


and lay it down when I retire to my Apartment. The 
Turn of Fortune has wrought no Change in me: I am 
a Slave on the Throne, a poor Caitiff in Embroidery, 
and a Beggar in the Face of Plenty. Though I poſle!s 
the Scepter, together with the Wealth of Aa, 1 enjoy 
nothing but the Satisfaction of proſtrating myſelf and my 
Grandeur at the Foot of thy Altars. For, in fine, the 
Contempt of my Greatneſs flies higher than my For- 
tune, and the Exceſs of Pleaſures is the Object of my 
Averſion. Here is a ſeraphic Tranſport for ye! it's all 
Light, all Fire. A Heart chat can thus ſcorn an Em- 
pire is larger than the World, and more capacious than 
the Empyreum. She was a Queen without, all Angel 
and Seraphin within. Did Ladies bring ſuch noble 
Sentiments to the Toilet, they would charm Heaven; 
and whilſt Men admire their Bravery, the very Angels 
would fall in love with their Virtue : For then they 
would meaſure the Gaudry of their Mantuas preciſely 
by the Length of Quality, not by the Extent of Pride 
or Vanity : they would keep up to the Exigency of their 
Rank, without deviating 7 a. the Duty of their Reli- 


gion, 
VII. 

After Dinner you may employ ſome Time at your 
Needle, or other Works ſuitable to your Condition. 
Auguſtus Ceſar thought not ſuch Occupations below the 
Dignity of his Wife and Daughters: Yet he was a 
great Man, and thoſe Ladies mighty Princeſſes: And 

ſuppoſe our Lords would not diſpute the Wall with 
him, nor the Wives the Precedence with his Children. 
The Romans kept the Diſtaff of Queen Tanagu with 
more Care than the Lance of Romulus, to teach Poſterity 
that it was no leſs neceſſary for tlie Good of the State, 
to propoſe to Ladies Examples of Labour, than to Men 
Patterns of Bravery. And Solomon, in the Character he 
has drawn of a Heroine, flouriſhes upon her Oeconomy 
and Labour: She put, ſays he, her Hands to work, and 
then open'd them ta the Neceſſities of the Indigent ; he ſpun 
both Linen and Moollen: Yet ſhe is not repreſented as 2 
Country Dame, but as a Peereſs; for her Huſband ſat 


cum Senatoribus Terre, i. e. in the Houſe of Lords, or at 
12 leaſt 
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leaſt of Commons. Wheels indeed are at preſent more 
out of Faſhion, and Ladies will no more ſpin, than 
make Bone-lace. Seeing Cuſtom has degraded the 
Employment, I will not counſel you to reinſtate it in 
its preſtine Dignity. But however, Needle-work is 
reputable, and * moſt qualified Ladies may embroider 
without deſcending from their Station. Believe me, 
Madam, Idleneſs 1s an ill Employment ; and ſhe who 
has nothing to do, will be tempted to do more than 
will ſtand with Conſcience, and perchance with Ho- 
nour: For when we have no good Thoughts, we are 
generally peſtered with bad ones; and when Ill is in 
our Fancy, it ſlides with Eaſe into the Will. 


VIII. 

Lou may ſeaſon Work with Reading; for though 
Women ſhould not pretend to commence Doctors, yet 
I would not have them forſwear Knowledge, nor make 
a Vow of Stupidity : God has favoured you with a 
reaſonable Soul, enriched it with the Science of thoſe 
Things that give Life to a civil Converſation, and 
inſtructed you in the Duty of your Profeſſion. For your 
Court-aſſurance, your Addreſics in the Modes and Geſ- 
tures of Salutation, your graceful Entrance into a Room, 
and all the other pretty Accompliſhments of the Sex, 
are dead, unleſs enlivened by a handſome Diſcourſe. 
Is it a mute Scene, a Bartholomew Puppet-ſhew, that 
ſurpriſes ſome, and furniſhes Matter of Laughter to 
others? Is it not ridiculous to ſee a Lady with a great 
deal of Formality drive to a Rendezvous, and at the 
End of a ſhort Compliment fall immediately upon 
Fontanges and Foretops? So much Pomp, ſo much Cere- 
mony, out-do the Occaſion ; the Entertainment is too 
trivial for the Solemnity. Thoſe that will not learn 
to ſpeak a propos, ſhould learn methinks to hold their 
Peace; for it's much better to ſpeak nothing, than to 
bolt out- Follies. 4 | 

Indeed, it's not neceſſary to rival the Knowledge of 
the Sibyls, nor the Science of the Muſes ; ſhe ſhould 
not wade too deep into Controverſy, nor ſoar ſo high as 
Divinity. Theſe Studies he out of a Lady's way: IT wy 
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fly up to the Head, and not only intoxicate weak Brains, 
but turn them: They engender Pride, and blow us up 
with Self-conceitedneſs ; and when all theſe meet, we 
ſhall be apt to meaſure Faith by our private Judgmeat, 
and to ſet up our ill-ſhaped Notions againſt the Te- 
ceived Tenets of our Religion. 

Rend therefore thoſe Books that lead to Piety: They 
enlighten the Underſtanding, and warm the Will ; they 
lay open the Cauſe of our Miſcarriages, and at the 
ſame Time preſcribe the Remedy. They neither flat- 
ter Quality, nor inſult Peaſantry ; but, like Pictures 
made to Sight, they look equally upon all. In fine, 
they refreſh the Memory, enlarge the Underſtanding, 
and inflame the Will; and fo, through Pleaſure, inſtil 
both Wiſdom and Virtue, 


IX. 

You may afterwards either return Viſits, or receive 
them ; but perform both with as much Expedition as 
Civility and Ceremony will permit. Long Converſa- 
tions flag, they languiſh at an Hour's End, and fall into 
mere Chat or Impertinencies. For Women have ſel. 
dom Materials to furniſh a long Diſcourſe, unleſs they 
comment upon their Neighbour's Failures, and turn 
their Misfortune into the Subject of Diverſion. Now 
to laugh at another's Expence, is not only diſin- 
genuous, but unchriftian. Rather take a Turn ſome- 
times to the Play-houſe; but be ſure firſt the Piece be 
cleanly, clear-complexioned, neither larded with Smut 
nor Blaſphemy ; that it neither arraigns Virtue, nor 
buffoons Religion; that it has nothing offenſive to the 
Eye, nothing to the Ear: In fine, that it be either in- 
ſtructive or innocent. For if it makes bold with God, 
or laſhes his Miniſters ; if it encourages Vice, and hoots 
at Virtue, you mult no more appear there, than in a 
Peſt-houſe. Diverſions, bought at the Expence of Con- 
ſcience, are too dearly putchaſed. | 


X. 
Before you go to Bed, withdraw into your Cloſet, 
and take an impartial View of your Conſcience. If it 
I 3 upbraids 
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upbraids you with no crying Sin, give Glory to God, 
and with bended Knees, and an humble Heart, thank 
im for the Favour; For not your Virtue, but his Grace, 
has kept you upon yonr Legs, and either removed or 
vanquiſhed the Temptation. But if you have ſtray'd 
from your Duty, ſue for Pardon; and lay not your 
Body to reſt, till you have obtained Quiet for your Soul, 
When the Conſcience is diſordered, Sleep can ſcarce be 
feurd; a wounded Soul keeps the Body awake, in ſpite 
of Otium. And though it does not, you ſhall no more 
ſnut your Eyes in a State of Sin, than ſleep on the 
Brink of a Precipice. For alas! how many does Death 
aflail in their Beds, at unawares? And what is worſe, 
unprovided ? Pcor Creatures! they awake in Hell, and 
only recover their Senſes to feel the Extremity of Tor- 
ments. But when, by a hearty Repentance, you have 
calmed Confcience, you may ſleep ſecurely. Though 
Death ſteal upon you by Surprize, it will not find you 
unprepared ; it can only convey you from a tranſitory 
Repoſe into eternal Reſt. Here is a ſhort Journal of 
a Chriſtian Life; and, methinks, it may eaſily be 
brought to Practice. A Lady that can't ſuffer ſo ſmall 
a Conſtraint, muſt be ſtrangely fond of Liberty. 

Emil. Well, the Scheme ſeems practicable; and if 
nothing elſe be required to live like a Lady, and a 
Chriſtian, Virtue entroaches not ſo much upon Freedom 
as I imagined. Pray, Sir, go on to oblige me with a 
mort Comment upon the Duty of a Mother. 


—ByBt — —__ 


DIALOGUE VII. 
The Duty of a Mother, 


1 8 Command, Honour thy Father and thy 
od Mother, is reciprocal, and not only obliges 
Children to reſpe& and revere their Parents, but alſo 
enjoins Parents to love their Children; and this Obli- 
gation comes not only from the Decalogue, but im- 
mediately from Nature. Nor does ſhe — the 
{tl 2 uty 
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Duty of a Mother who fawns on, and careſſes her 
O#:pring z who pampers their Bodies, and wraps them 
up in Silk and Cotton: No, no; her Care muſt reach 
their moſt ſublime Part, the Soul. This muſt be cul- 
tivated and manur'd with Principles and Precepts, that 
it may anſwer the great End of its Creation. Now be- 
cauſe the Males, fo ſoon as they are capable of Inftruc- 
tion, are taken from the Mother, I ſhall only touch 
upon the Education that fits the Females. ; 


J. 

Teach them betimes the End of their Creation, their 
Duty towards God, and the Obligations of Religion. 
Explain the Creed, and the Decalogue ; the firſt in- 
ſtructs them in Faith, the Wond in Manners: And 
omit not the Pains of the Wicked, and the Joys of the 
Juſt z the one will fright from Sin, the other will allure 
em to Virtue ; nor ſuffer em only to reſt in the Know- 
ledge, but inure them to the Practice, by all the little 
Arguments of Kindneſs and Authority, and ſecure the 
Obſervance by the Tenures of Love and Obedience. 
Seldom apply Severity till mild Methods prove ineffec- 
tual ; for Children muſt not be taught Piery (like Dogs 
to ſet) with Stripes and ill Uſage : They never do a 
Thing heartily, when compelled by Force ; and often- 
times hate thoſe Exerciſes at 'Thirty, for which they were 
chaſtiſed at Ten. Some Years ago I fell into the Com- 
pany of my Lady N. She ply'd me with ſuch a long- 
winded Panegyric of her little Daughter, that I began 
to wiſh the Child leſs accompliſhed, or the Mother leſs 
fond: She was Beauty in Life, and Wit in Perfection: 
Nay, and ſo ſcilſul in the Ways of the Lord, that I 
ſuſpected ſhe had made at leaſt two Voyages to Heaven, 
or had hit upon an Invention to travel to Paradiſe by 
Scale and Compaſs. 

Well, Madam, ſaid I, ſuch a Wit, ſuch a divine 
Infant, I preſume, knows the Catechiſm ? 

The Catechiſm ! replied ſhe, I hope ſo: And the 
firſt Chapter of Gerejzs alſo. And then immediately 
was I regaled with a Scene of Qpeſtion and Anſwer. 
Meth. Who was the firſt Man? Ch, Aan. Moth. Who 
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was the oldeſt Man ? Ch. Methuſalem. Moth. Who was 
the wiſeft Man ? Ch. Solomon. Nay, cries Mamma, ſhe 
can tell you the Wives of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. 

You have led her, I ſuppoſe, ſaid I, to Zo/eph-Ber- 
Tfrael, the Fexvijh Herald, and intend to enter her in 
the Synagogue. Is this all? 

All! anſwered the Lady, and a great All too. Nay, 
replied I, it's nothing at all to the Purpoſe : Indeed ſhe 
has learnt the Nurſe's Catechiſm, but not the Church's. 
Why the Jews know this, and believe it too, and yet 
are not Chriſtians. Come, Madam, leave theſe odd Me- 
thods of Inſtruction, and come up to the Grounds of 
Chriſtianity. Plant the Principles of Faith and Godli- 
neſs ſo deep, that neither the Impulſe of Fleſh can 
ſnake them, nor the bMering Engines of the Devil 
move them. A Bead-roll of cramp Names may poliſh 
and refine the Memory, but what 1s this tor the capital 
Point, Salvation ? . 

IT. 


Inſtruction, unleſs armed with Example, will prove 
inſignificant. Young Creatures ſooner yield to that than 
Rhetoric, and give more Credit to the Eyes than to 
Reaſon If therefore the Mother's Conduct preaches 
Vice, though her Mouth dilates upon the Neceſſity of 
Virtue, the Child will ſuppoſe her in jeſt, and rather 
ſteer by her Practice than her Precept. Wo be to thoſe 
Mothers, who make Daughters Witneſſes of their Diſ- 
orders, and thus immortalize their Tranſgreſſions by 
recommending them to their Deſcendants, 


III. 

Let no Romances come within Reach of a young 
Lady: They are the Poiſon of Vouth, and murder 
Souls, as ſure as Arſenic or Ratſbane kills Bodies. 
Their Stile, Matter, Language, and Deſign, are pointed 
againſt the Defence of Virtue. They ſully the Fancy, 
over-heat Paſſion, and awake Folly; and, like lewd 
Pictures, are the worſe for being excellent. They 
kindle thoſe Flames that cannot be extinguiſhed without 
Trouble, nor entertained without a Crime. Nay, like 
the Fire of Hell, they are almoſt eternal, and —_ 
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worſe, the very Torment pleaſes: And ſo, as Nero did 
Rome, we behold ourſelves in Flames with Pleaſure and 
Tranſport. In a Word, Madam, a Romance 1s a be- 
witching Impoſture, it faſcinates the Imagination with 
a Fool's Paradiſe ; it communicates the Charms to the 
Intelle&, and then hurries the Will God knows whither. 
Like ſweet Morſels, it fawns upon the Palate to cap- 
tivate the Heart, and plays with the Organ to cut 
our Throats : In fine, they give the Paſſion they repre- 
ſent, and ſo by an unhappy Inverſion, the very Copy 
produces an Original. 

Alas ! when a young Creature reads over flouriſhed 
Deſcriptions of enchanted Caſtles, of glorious Carou- 
ſels, of ſumptuous Banquets, of conquering Beauties, 
and captive Knights, what a fine Landſcape will they 
draw in her Head? How powerfully will they wor 
upon her tender Heart ? What a Tumult will they raiſe 
in her Breaſt? Thoſe Scenes, though merely romantic, 
ſolicit in good earneſt; they reinforce Paſſion, and are 
mighty- Recruits to Fo'ly ; they ſet the Sex into a Fit of 
Longing : (For though Women were made of Bone, 
they retain all the Pliableneſs of Fleſh). How often will 
ſhe envy a Philaclea for having a Pyrocles at her Feet, 
and how ſeriouſly will ſhe with herſelf in the Place of 
Pamelia ? Nay, it's odds, when the Fancy is warm'd, 
and the Imagination charm'd with the advantageous 
Characters of theſe Platonic Knights, ſhe may fall in 
love with the bare Product of Sidzey's Brain, and become 
a real Slave to Fable and Fiction. Or though ſhe ar- 
rives not to ſuch a Pitch of Frenzy, it's very probable 
ſhe will attempt ſome Conqueſt, and ſpread Nets to en- 
ſnare a Gallant, that will as fatally entangle her. Nor 
can ſhe fail of Expedients to delude her Guards: The 
Author that kindles the Pailion, ſhews the Way to carry 
on the Intrigue ; he provides her the Methods and Stra-. 
tagem, and warrants Succeſs, and ſo a Fable is turned 
into a real Story: But with this Difference, that in- 
— _ of a Prince, Mademoiſelle goes off with a Valet de 
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IV. | 

Lead 'em not into Company, till a ſtrong Virtue 
arms 'em againſt the Danger of Temptation ; their 
Senſes muſt be guarded, and ill Objects be kept at a 
great Diſtance. Fleſh and Blood have a natural Ten- 
dency to Extravagance, and will ſcarce ſtand uncon- 
cerned under the Allurements of Example and Invita- 
tion. It's dangerous, ſays St. 7uſtin, for a Man to ad- 
mire the very Virtues of a Woman; and, I believe, it's 
not more ſecure for a Woman to ſtand the Flattery and 
Courtſhip of Men. Now when both Sexes meet, Gal- 
lantry always manages the Converſation. Would you 
thruſt a Child into a Peft-houſe without Neceſſity, and 
without an Amulette? Why then will you lead her to 
confuſed Meetings? In thoſe Rendezwous, as well as at 
Gaonjiantinople, ſome body always carries the Plague- 
ſores, and gives the Infection. N | 

Emil. You are, I perceive, an Enemy to Breeding ; 


will you have Ladies as unpoliſhed as Shepherdeſles ? 


Where can they learn Behaviour, but in Converſation 
ani Company ? 


Euſeb. Madam, you miſtake me; I am not againſt 


Breeding, but I am for Virtue. And, I muſt tell you, 
this will turn to better Account than that: For by 
Breeding, I ſuppoſe you mean a Gracefulneſs of Con- 
verſation, a decent Aſſurance, together with ſome pretty 
Pottures alamode. Theſe Qualifications, I confeſs, are 
commendable, becauſe they introduce us into Company 
with Advantage; but then they muſt not be magnified 
beyond Proportion. I would not have Mothers ſo fan- 
taſtically fond of them, as to place em among the 
top PerteQions of the Sex; nor to expoſe a Child's 
Innocence for a Brace of Grimaces : For, in fine, they 
are eatily gain'd; and Ladies, by the Aſſiſtance of Vir- 
tue, may Fe acceptable without them. And I am apt 
to believe that a native Beauty, without theſe acquired 
Embelliſhments, if it be waited on by Modeſty, Meek- 
neſs, and Devotion, will ſooner find a Match, than 
Beauty without Piety, though ſet off with the moſt or- 
namental Graces of Education. But why muſt ſhe = 
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yerſe with Men for Education ? Would you have her 
paſs through a Courſe of r Or do you 
think ſhe cannot be genteel, unleſs the be tainted ? 
Would you have her Vlaſpheme like a Sea Captain, 
or curſe like a Dray- man? I grant, ſhe may learn this 
helliſn Dialect of Men, and may be courted out of all 
Senſe of Honour and Probity. But theſe, I ſuppoſe, 


are no Female Qualtfications ; and therefore, till ther 


receive the Stamp of public Approbation, pray let ten- 
der Virgins forbear ſuch dangerous Haunts. 

2 Favour, this Caution goes too far; you 
will bar Engliſbꝰ Ladies the Liberty of the Church, as 
the Tarks do the Afatics that of the Maſuer; for there is 
a mixed Conflux, and I have ſeen as fine Gentlemen 
at the Sermon, as at a Ball. 

Fuſeb. Really, Madam, I am fo far from debarring 
Ladies the Freedom of the Church, that I counſel 'em 
to appear oſtener there. But then I am for introduemg 
a Jewiſh Cuſtom, 7. e. for ſeparating the Women from 
the Men, and for drawing a Curtain between them. 
Thoughts, I am ſure, would be more recollected, and 
Piety would go on more evenly. But as Things are 
carried, theſe very Meetings are not ſecure, and Virtue 
is expoſed to Temptations. Bad Deſigns are often laid in 
this dan aary, and the Intrigue is compleated in more 
kwd Places. For, in truth, People appear before the 


Lord, not in Sackcloth, but in Gold and Silver; and. 


one would think they came rather to commit new Sins, 
than to cancel the paſt, The Ladies fit on Cock- 
horſe upon Scaffolds in open view, as if they were at 
the Theatre, and perch about the Croud to be gazed 
at. And as they are ſeated advantageoutly to be ſeen, 
o their Elevation gives them a fair Opportunity to ſee ; 
and thus the Danger is reciprocal, Notwithſtanding, 
it's a Chriſtian's Duty to go to Church, and this is his 
Warrant; and if we take a little Care, God will not 
let us mifcarry for Obedience. Beſides, though People 
bring ill Deſigns, the Majeſty of the Place, the Solem- 
nity of the Action, or at leaſt the Zeal of the Preacher, 
may ſtifle em, and keep in Awe and ReſpeQ the moſt 
; wild 
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wild Nature, and ſo they who came Sinners, may re- 
turn Penitent. 

But this concerns not thoſe Meetings where both 
Sexes convene to dance and ſport. Neither carry Mo- 
defty nor Reſtraint to thoſe Rendezwous : Theſe Virtues 
are too ſupercilious and cenſorious for the Occaſion ; 
Seriouſneſs and Thinking are left at home, or diſ- 
miſſed at the Door, and Piety never obtains a Ticket; 
ſo that People come here unguarded, and Virtue with- 
out Defence. Beſides, the Parade, the Gaudry and 
Gaiety of the Company ſolicit hard, and plead for 
Diſorder: The one bewitches the Eye, the other the 
Heart; and then Mirth emboldens Paſſion, and invites 
it to Action. Soft Muſic doubles the Charm, and wan- 
ton Airs reinforce it. They diſarm Caution, and 
enervate Courage ; and then, when the Collation has 
boiled up the Blood, and put the Humours in a Ferment, 
without doubt Virtue is in Danger; the Ground is ſlip- 
pery, the Tide runs high againſt Fleſh and Blood, and 
will certainly carry down a tender Virgin, with a young 
Virtue, into Indecencies. 

Emil. You are, I perceive, for clapping up Ladies 
into Convents, like Veſtals ; or at leaſt 7 confining 
them to back Apartments, as in Spain and Italy. But 
Solitude will not agree with our Complexion ; we are 
of a more ſociable Temper: And beſides, I am of an 
Opinion, that Reſtraint is no ſure Guard to Virtue. A 
Woman of Piety will keep up to the Duties of Religion 
in Company, but Retirement will ſcarce ſecure the Ho- 
nour of a Proſtitute. The Lalians and Spaniſh Donna's 
are not more regular than ours; though there is much 


Caution in thoſe Kingdoms, there is more Miſcarriage : 


Nay, 1 have read in Lem, that the Braſilian Ladies, 
where Mantua's are out of Faſhion, live within the 
Bounds of Honour and Decency. 

Euyſeb. God forbid I ſhould think of cloyſtering up 
Ladies; thoſe Retreats are faſhionable indeed beyond 
Seas, but they are heterodox and illegal in England. 
They have been voted down by both Houſes as uſeleſs 
and ſuperſtitious, and who dares oppoſe his ſingle * 
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nion againſt the joint Judgment of thoſe grave Sena- 
tors? Liberty is the darling Privilege of Exgliſhmen, 
and the Fondneſs reaches the Sex. Keep it in God's 
Name, but ſtrain not the Prerogative; for Liberty, in 
its full Latitude, is a greater 18 

and to be at Freedom to do any thing, is no leſs pre- 
judicial to Society and Manners, than a Power to do 
nothing. Virtue conſiſts in a Mean; Ladies muſt not 
be mewed up like Nuns on the one ſide, nor muſt they 
wander about like Vagabonds on the other. I would 
not have them kept Priſoners in their Mother's Houſe, 
nor yet be Strangers to it. But then, like Priſoners of 
State, they ſhould not walk abroad without a Keeper, 
and ſhould be debarred thoſe Haunts that may ſurprize 
their Vigilance, and aſſail their Virtue. Madam Dinah 
would needs give the Ladies of Salem a Viſit, ſhe had 
a Curiofity to view their Modes, and to try their 
Breeding ; but alas! ſhe loſt her Honour in the Voyage, 
and returned with leſs Credit than ſhe went. I — 
our Exgliſb Damſels meet with the ſame Adventure, and 
buy their Breeding by the Forfeiture of their Innocence : 
For alas ! we have Sichems as well as Canaan, and young 
Gentlewomen perchance not better prepared for De- 
fence, than the Daughter of Jacob. 

I have no Talent at Parallels, nor am able to deter- 
mine whether the Spaniſb Donna's Virtue falls ſhort of 
that of our Erg/i/þ Ladies. But if they are bad under 
Reſtraint, Liberty will never mend them. Opportuni- 
ty makes the Thief, Temptation preſſes harder near, 
than at a diſtance : It riſes upon Sight; for Senſe is 
ſtronger than Memory, and Life than Painting. Now 
thoſe who rack their Wits to find a Temptation, will 
ſcarce diſpute againſt it, if it falls in their Way: Be- 
fides, free Commerce meets more Occaſions in a Week, 
than 7talians, or Spaniſh, under Confinement, are able 
to procure in a Year, | | 

1 can give no Account of the Braſilian Modeſty, nor 
intend to argue Pro or Con, whether fine Cloaths, or 
none at all, are more dangerous; however, I would not 
have-young Ladies brought up by the Standard of the 
Line. I am not in Love with your Equinoctial Ca- 


ſuiſtry, 
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ſuiſtry, not admire the Topinheian Modeſty half ſo much 
as old Lery. Your Behaviour de/ Cabo will not reliſh in 
Europe, nor your Adamitical Garments fence V irtue in 
Lenden. Nothing can check Nature but good Princi- 
ples, and great Caution. Nay, Virtue, though ſolid, 
muſt not be truſted too far; for if it be preſſed too home, 
"twill march off, and give us the Slip. 5 

Wherefore, to conclude, lead not your Daughters un- 
te. Balls, without Neceſſity or Civility require their 
Preſence ; and even ſeldom in thoſe Circumſtances ; 
Such Nouruhment is too ſtrong for weak Stomachs ; 
and I ſhall not wonder they loſe their Health, if they 
feed ſo foul, To guard Chaſtity without Spot or Stain, 
is no eaſy Taſk ; it moves upon a ſteep Aſcent. Now 
thoſe who talk and laugh, can ſcarce ſtrain up a Hill. 
If Care and Pains will hardly do, what will become 
of thoſe that are rocked in Pleaſure, and lie under all 
the Inſtructions of Debauchery ? But I forbear to enlarge 
upon the Subject, the Practice won't bear a Defence. 
When the Cauſe is naught, we ſhould not ſtrain for 
Pretences. In a word, it is certain ſuch Converſations 
are dangerous; they rouſe bad Humours, they vitiate 
the Fancy, and prepare the Will for Rebellion. 

Emil. 'Too free Converſation is not without ſome In- 
conveniencies ; but then conſider that Retirement 1s not 
exempt; for the Fancy will break Incloſure, though 
the Body be cooped up; nay, and bring into the 
Chamber all the Species of exterior Objects; and, it's 
odds, ill Objects will crowd in with the innocent, and 
may probably meet with a kinder Reception; fer they 
gl e ſmoothly upon the Senſe, and then a Gul not 

N employed, may divert Melancholy with the Pro- 

, ect. ; 
6 You are in the Right, and you. prove that the 
moſt ſtrict Recluſe is always within the Reach of Dan- 
ger, but then ſhe ſtands more out of the Way; and if 
the Copy of unlawful Things make ſuch a deep Im- 
preſſion, the Original would ſink deeper. 

But firſt, I have provided againſt. Idleneſs, by coun- 
ſelling. you to bring your Daughters up in the Practice 
of. thoſe Works that become their Age and Quality; by 
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inuring them to the Lecture of thoſe Books that feed 
Devotion, and delight without Danger. 

Secondly, I only ſpeak againſt the Company of Men; 
they may viſit their own Sex, and paſs away the Time 
in thoſe Recreations, that neither claſh with Decency, 
nor endanger Virtue ; and if they grow uneaſy upon io 
ſmall a Reſtraint, and fall into Fits of Melancholy, 
you may conclude the Cauſe of the Diſtemper lurks 
in the Soul, not in the Body, and that the Heart ſhould 
rather be purged than the Spleen. Indeed, you ſhould 
not truſt your Child, without good Caution, even with 
her own Sex, for all are not ſtaunch : Some are unbal- 
laſt, and too light; and if they are infected by Pride or 
Vanity, if they languiſh after the fading Pleaſures of the 
World with Prejudice to Virtue, they may ſcatter the 
Contagion both by Words and Example. 


V. 

But let not your Care out-run Prudence. Importune 
not a Daughter at Fifteen with Precepts and Inſtruction, 
you may exceed by Severity, as well as by Indulgence ; 
and by forcing her to, be too Good, tempt her to do 
Evil. Allow fome Grains to Youth, and rather wink 
at light Faults, than chaſtiſe them. You cannot expect 
at Twelve the Maturity of Forty; nor the Stayedneſs 
and Prudence at Fifteen, as of a Lady of Fifty. Youth 
is unfurniſhed with Reflection, and ſometimes acts ra- 
ther by Impulſe than Reaſon. Now Time will ſooner 
heal ſuch Pali s than Reproof, and Age is a better 
Doctor for this Diſtemper than Expoſtulation; for when 
Correction comes often, it loſes its Force, it makes no 
Impreſſion, and ſometimes works the wrong way; f. e. 
it's received with a Pet, and perchance with a Raillery 
too: And thus what was intended for a Remedy be- 
comes Poiſon, and rather kills than cures. You for- 
feit your Authority firſt, and then the Daughter with, 
draws. her Reſpe& and Kindneſs to make way for A- 


verſion ; and when this unlucky Paſſion ſteps in, what 


can be expected but Noife and Clamour? And God 
ſend it ends there. Young People are headſtrong, and 
oftner follow the Advice of Reſentment than of Pru- 


dence, R 
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184 
dence. A young Lady of my Acquaintance, a great 


Fortune, and handſomely qualified with all the Accom- 
pliſhments of Art and Nature, flung herſelf away upon 


a Man unworthy to be her Page. I expoſtulated the 
Matter with her, and ſhewed her the Unbeſeemingneſs 
of the Fact: She eaſily condeſcended ſo far, as to con- 
feſs ſhe had done ill, but laid the Fault at her Mother's 
Door. She tired my Patience, ſaid ſhe, with imperious 
Reprimands, as if ſhe intended rather to torment than 
correct me. I was either too gay, or too reſerved, 
and no more able to pleaſe her in Solitude than in 
Company. When I prayed, Bigotry was — wpgm 
me; when I read, Madneſs; a Smile was conſtituted 
Lightneſs ; a Frown, III- nature; fine Cloaths, Vanity; 
— a common Dreſs, Sluttiſhneſs : So that my Mother 
played either the Momus, or the Fury. In fine, J hung 
continually upon the Rack, and the Torment was too 
ſenſible to be endured with Patience. I found no way 
to break my Chains, but by beating out new ones; 
and caſt myſelf away, not to languiſh in Slavery. I 
confeſs the Speech touched me no leſs than her Mis- 
fortune; and if I compaſſionated the Daughter, I de- 
teſted the Conduct of the Mother. Take care, leſt you 
puſh Severity too far ; and miſtake not Frowardneſs for 
I have ſeen the moſt cowardly Creatures, 
when preſſed, turn upon thoſe that chaſed them, and 
ſometimes vault from a Tower to ſave themſelves. 
Great Preſſures cauſe deſperate Attempts, when they 


meet with a violent Paſſion; and whoſoever ſuppoſes 


a Senſe of Duty will always over-rule a ſtrong Re- 
ſentment, is ill acquainted with Human Nature. Be- 
have yourſelf to your Daughter, not like a Jailor, but 
as a Companion : Lay down the Authority of a Mi- 
ſtreſs, and take up all the Kindneſs of a Mother. When 
you have a Child's Heart, you may mould her into any 
Shape ; but when you have her Averfion, you may un- 
do her by Reproof, but will never mend her. 


VI. 
When you have brought up a Child in Piety to an 
Age of Maturity, nothing remains for the * 
. 0 
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of your Duty, but a Settlement ſuitable to her Edu- 
cation and Quality. This is a Matter of the higheſt 
Concern, and therefore requires much Caution, and 
long Deliberation : For what can't be undone, muſt 
not be done without Thought and Reflection. Croſs 
not the lawful Inclinations of a Child, out of a View 
of Intereſt ; nor tie her to a Man for whom ſhe has no 
other Paſſion but that of Averſion. When Marriages 
are made without Love, Love often follows without 
Marriage : And thus you force her to be miſerable, and 
tempt her to reſign her Virtue and Honour. 

Here is a ſhort Sum of your Duty, and I could wiſh 
you would ſpend ſome cool Thoughts upon the Sub- 
jet; it is of Importance, and deſerves Reflection. 
What is here laid down, has nothing hard, nothing 
of Bigotry ; it neither encroaches upon Quality, nor 
entrenches , upon a decent Freedom; and tho' it did, 
you muſt remember God will not give Heaven gratis; 
it's a Reward, not a free Gift, and ſomething muſt be 
done to deſerve it. Glory is not purchaſed without La- 
bour, nor Wealth without Pains ; and yet Death cannot 
with-hold the Soldier from the Purſuit of the one, nor 
the Death of Tempeſt and Quickſands deter the Mer- 
chant from the Chace of the other: And yet what are 
thoſe, if compared to the Treaſures God has prepared 
for the Godly in Heaven? If then Men drudge for 
Things ſo fading and tranſitory, how can you refuſe 
to labour for thoſe that are eternal? And if a bat 
Hope of Succeſs perſuades Men to run upon certain 
Perils, methinks the infallible Promiſes of our Saviour 
deſerve as great a Compliance. Heaven, Madam, is 
a brave Purchaſe. What a charming State is it, that 
places us above Pain, and ſeats us out of the Reach of 
Death? That ſupplies all we can defire, and removes 
all we can fear ? That puts an End to Wiſhes, and a 
Beginning to the Enjoyment of Ged ? | 

Emil. Sir, I thank you for the Pains you have taken, 
and doubt not but God will reward your Charity. I 
ſhall return wiſer, and, I hope, better. But to com- 
plete the Favour, be pleaſed to oblige me with your 
Inſtructions in writing. Memory is treacherous, and 

| we 
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we often forget thoſe Things that ſhould always be re. 
membered : Befides, the Benefit is too important, to be 
confined to a private Perſon. My Diſeaſe is epidemical, 
and you will find few Ladies in Court untainted : Pray 
let the Remedy be public. I will ſend it to the Pref 
with your Leave, and preſent it to our Sex, with a De- 
dication. 

Fuſes. You may command me, I will leave the Pa. 
= at your Diſpoſal, upon Condition you conceal my 

ame, for I have no Inclination to new Engagements, 
Some may complain the Phyfic is too ftrong, and then 
the Doctor is in danger to be greeted with the Title of 
Jenoramus, or Mounteband. Now ſuch a Sentence pro- 
nounced by one Lady, will certainly prejudice my Prac- 
tice, and ruin my Fortune: For a Phyſician's Skill 
riſes and falls by the Opinion of Ladies. Emilia and 
Lucia after ſome Compliments took leave of Eufebius, 
and drove home. They were as calm as a Spring 
Morning, and of Enemies became Eaſebius's Admirers. 


—y— 


DIALOGUE VIII. 
Euſebius inſfrucis Leander in the Duty of a Soldier. 


HEN the Ladies were gone, Subizs fat down 
to Dinner with Neanger, and invited him to 
ſpend ſome Part of the Evening in the Park We 
have been, ſaid he, with a Smile, upon hard Service 
this Morning, I have almoſt talked myſelf down; let 
us breathe a little freſh Air in the Pari, and reinforce 
our Spirits; methinks mine begin to droop, and call 

for Relaxation. | 
Nean. I'll wait upon you. Age and Labour work 
upon the Body; I wonder not your Spirits run low, 
Diſcourſe with Life and Vigour drains the Arteries : 
However, you are not exhauſted, and I believe you 
have ſufficient Fund of Vitals behind, to furniſh ano- 
ther Converſation ; Zeal buoys up Nature, and repairs 
the Decays of Age, And now they were taking 1— 
| when 


A 95 —» - 4 


ww T3 tn & Tn ww == 


of the GENTLEMAN Inffructed. 187 


when in comes a Gentleman called Leander. This was 
he who undertook the Combat againſt Fuſebius, and 
was deputed by the Club of Debauchees to aſk Satis- 
faction. He was a Man of Quality and Title; he bore 
a conſiderable Command in the Army, and made no 
contemptible Figure at Court. He had a Senſe of Re- 
ligion, but his Morals anſwered not the Purity of his 
Faith. However, his youthful Sallies ſprung rather 
from Frailty than Malice ; and he was carried down 
the Stream of Senſuality rather by the Perſuaſion of ill 
Company, than by the Inclination of Nature. When he 
had rioted away his Innocence, he ftill kept good Prin- 
ciples, and could not applaud thoſe Crimes he had the 
Weakneſs to commit. Nay, his Conſcience never per- 
mitted him to fin without a Reproach : So that he was 
ſure to pay dearly in his Chamber for the Liberties he 
took in the Tavern. He always ſinned with a Check, 
and one might read Concern in his Forehead, and Guilt 
in his Face. Elzutherius would needs play the Exor- 
cit, and lay the Devil of Conſcience, as he termed it. 
Come Leander, ſaid he, caff off theſe Qualms, and leave 
puking ; eve live by Meat and Drink, as they ſay, and 
Fleſb and Blood will newer thrive upon School Subtleties and No- 
tions. When thou canft bring all Men to be of one Mind, 
all Tudgments to meet upon the ſame Point, and all Con- 
feiences to the ſame Gage, then thou mayeft begin tg think of 
Futurities: But till this be done, lay hold of the preſent, 
and turn Conſcience upon the Common; keep it law, and it 
will ave wincing. This Flight of Libertiniſm grated 
upon Leander's Hearing; he could not bear the Im- 
piety without a Bluſh, and though he ſmothered the Re- 
ſentment, his Concern was no leſs: For Shame always 
accompanied his Tranſgreſſions; and he could not en- 
dure to hear People defend one Crime with another, or 
authoriſe Tranſgreſſions by ridiculing Religion. 

But the laſt Night's Expedition quite turned his Sto- 
mach; he could by no means digeſt ſuch a Meſs of 
Curſes, and thoſe Vollies of Blaſphemies rung ſo diſ- 
mal a Peal in his Ears, that he thought himſelf in Hell 
among the wretched Crew of the Damned ; and from 
this Moment he reſolved to take up, and to bid fare- 
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wel to thoſe unlawful Pleaſures, that firſt lead to A. 
theiſm, and then plunge the Sinner into eternal Tor. 
ments. He had heard of Euy{eb;us, and concluded him 
to be a Man of Merit and Piety, becauſe Elutherius 
lampooned him. For what, ſaid he, can ſuch finiſhed 
Rakes applaud but Vice, or buffoon but Virtue ? When 
therefore the Cabal determined to attack Eaſebius, he 
embraced the Occaſion, and offered his Perſon for the 
Encounter : But his Intention was not to argue, but to 
learn; to receive Inſtruction, not to hector. 

At his Arrival, he informed Eusebius of his Errand ; 
he declared his Name, Quality, Circumſtance, and Re- 
ſolution. | | | 

Euſebius declined the Taſk as much as Civility would 
permit ; he told him he was better provided to receive, 
than to give Inſtruction : But Leander preſſed upon him 
too hard to receive a Denial. At laſt, Importunity o- 
vercame the old Gentleman, and he began thus. You 
are a Soldier, and a Courtier, ſo that your Buſineſs lies 
in the Field, or at St. James s: In Summer, you lodge 
under a Tent; in Winter, at Court: We will firſ: cut 
you ofit Employment for the Campaign. 


I. 
Euſeb. Courage is the Diana of Soldiers, it's a kind 


of Camp-divinity, and all, from the General to the pri- 


vate Centinel, pay it Homage, and almoſt Adoration : 
It is therefore your Intereſt not to be led away by No- 
tions fluſhed by Error, and framed by Caprice. Re- 
member one Virtue is never at Variance with another, 
they live in Amity, and entertain a good Correſpon- 
dence: But you may as ſoon ſtrike Fire out of Ice, as 
Valour out of Crimes. Sin alone arms Death with 
Terror, Innocence dares provoke it, and even charge 
through Hell : For Death can only take from pious 
Chriſtians a Life they muſt ſurrender to Nature ; its 
Power only 1eaches the Body, and its Domi- 
nion expires with our laſt Breath. If you ambi- 
tion the Repute of a valiant Man, make ſure of Vir- 
tue; put no Streſs on a fiery Conſtitution, that riſes 
and falls with the Barometer ; a Courage that depends 


on Seaſons, is precarious, and can be no more truſted 


than 
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than the Winds ; it oftner flows in the Tavern than in 
the Field, and looks more ſternly on an Enemy's Back, 
than on his Face, 1 


Provide, Leander, for the Chriſtian: If you miſcarry 
under this Character, that of the Soldier will ſcarce re- 
ſcue you: The Colonel will be uneaſy if the Chriſtian 
be damned, nor will all the Brawo's of his Regiment re- 
trieve his Misfortune; ſtand therefore on your own 
Guard, and be as ready to meet Death, as to encoun- 
ter the Enemy. Death, dear Sir, makes its Approaches 
by Surprize, and attacks by Mine and Stratagem ; it 
works out of Sight, and often aſſaults without Signal. 
I muſt tell you too, it hates Capitulation, it takes in 
the Vanquiſhed at Diſcretion, and will not hear of a 
Cartel: Nay, it diſtinguiſhes not the General from a 
common Trooper, and has no Regard to Dignity or 
Commiſſion. So that neither the Duke nor the Marſbal 
will be permitted to trip back to London, or Paris, up- 
on their Parole. When once Death has arreſted you, 
nothing remains but Hell or Heaven, and both eternal. 
This Uncertainty of Death, made our Saviour ſo often 
preach Care and Caution. He bids us ſtand continu- 


ally upon our Guard, and counſels us as a Friend, to 


prepare againſt an Enemy, ſo audacious, and at the 
ſame Time ſo undermining. And certainly, if this Ad- 
vice be ſeaſonable for all Mankind, it muſt be very pro- 


per for Soldiers; for they not only run the common Ha- 


zards of Men, but alſo thoſe that wait upon their Pro- 
feſſion They carry about them the Principles of a 
thouſand Diſtempers, and at every Step ſtumble upon 
foreign Dangers, never foreſeen, and ſeldom avoided. 


Sometimes you beat up the Enemy's Quarters, ſome- 
| times he returns to the Charge. If you give him a 


Camiſade, he comes upon you with a Reæveil Matin: Yet 


| whether you aflail, or are affailed, you are equally with- 


in the Reach of Danger,, and nothing but Hazard 
can protect you; for whoever comes in the Ways 
of Bombs and Bullets, leaves Security behind him. 
Keep therefore yourſelf clear of Sin, you will fight 
with a good Heart, if a good Conſcience follows 

| | , you * 
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you to the Engagement, and will either come off a 
Conqueror, or fall a Hero. But if Crimes draw upon 
the Soul, whilſt Muſkets and Artillery play upon the 
Body, Fortitude will not long ſtand by you: Courage, 
without a good Conſcience, trembles at Hell, and leaves 


a Man diſpirited when he moſt needs Support. For 
who will- charge an Enemy through "At and Fire, 
that fears the next Moment to plunge into everlaſti 
Sulphur? If therefore you have a mind to fight — 
reſolve to live well; and whilſt you have Time, think 
of a Proviſion beyond the Grave. 


III. 
Live not in the Camp, like a Spabi or Janiſary at the 
Ottomon Porte, merely for Intereſt or Glory ; ſuch Pagan 
Motives are below the Dignity of a Chriſtian Cavallo 
Level your Pretenfions above ſuch baſe Views, and 
make Advantage of Labour and Merit. Can't you 
ſerve your Prince, benefit your Country, oblige Poſterity, 
deſerve the Applauſe of Men, and a Reward in Heaven? 
Can you not be as brave out of a Senſe of Duty, as of 
Vanity or Intereſt? Will your Pay be leſs, becauſe you 
expect a Gratification hereafter ? Will your Actions be 
leſs glorious, becauſe they receive a Luſtre from Vir- 
tue? Raiſe up then your Ambition to this noble Height; 
firike at this charming Mark, it's worth the while, and 
fits the Character of a Chriſtian. But it's a Madneſs 
beyond Frenzy to drudge like Slaves in the Quarries, or 
Metal Mines, or eſpouts continual Dangers ; to reſign 
the Satisfactions of Life, for Noiſe and Ceremony, + 
a few Crowns, or a Place in the Gazezte, or an airy 
Huzza of inſignificant Mortals, who praiſe by Chance, 
and blame at Random ; who ſide with Temerity againit 
true Courage, and always pronounce in favour of ſuc- 
ceſsfel Raſhneſs againſt unfortunate Prudence and 
Bravery. | 
Notwithſtanding this bewitching Phantom faſcinates 
Soldiers, it heats their Brain, and anvils out. a thou- 
ſind Contrivances. Neither Rhetoric is able to ha- 
rangue em, nor Logic to reaſon em out of this un- 
chriſtian Humour : It's the leaſt reaſonable, and moſt 
1 childiſh 
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childiſh of all our Follies. To court Death in earneſt, 
for a Life purely in Fancy; to {Ling up all the Advan- 
tages of this World, and run headlong upon all the 
Terrors of the other for a Panegyric, is to bottom our 
Summum Bonum on Opinion, and to be happy at others 
Courteſy. Applauſe is a very indigent, or a very ill- 
natured Thing; it leaves us where it finds us, and can- 
not, or will not retrieve the moſt inſignificant Misfor- 
tune, Pray in what King's Reign did it fill an empty 
Pocket? When did it ſet a disjointed Eſtate? When 
did it command a diſordered Pulſe to beat even? Or 
recal a Man from chis Grave? Alas! the ExpeRation 
of this Life at ſecond-hand can only draw fine Land- 
ſcapes in the Imagination, and crown the Brain with 
diverting Thoughts. Now a moderate Doſe of Opium 
will do the Buſineſs with leſs Hazard- than a Stab, and 
at leſs Expence than the Forfeiture of Life and Limb. 
You intend not, I ſuppoſe, to carry Bravery beyond 
that of the Duke of Luxemburgh, nor diſpute Conduct 
with the matchleſs Turenne: No, believe me, Sir, you 
will fall ſhort a Bar's Length at leaſt of the firſt, and 
will ſcarce come within Cannon-ſhot of the ſecond ; 
and yet theſe mighty Heroes ſleep in their Graves. The 
admired Panegyric of % la Rue could not awake the 
Duke, nor the ſwimming Pemods of F/echrer revive the 
Viſcount. Their brave Actions, that filled the Gazettres 
of the laſt Age, may perchance appear in the Theatre 
towards the End of this, and if it pleaſe the Poet, not 
for Triumph, but Condemnation. But alas! the Dead 
are not greater for the Eſteem of the Living, nor leſs 
for their Cenſure. If a virtuous Motive animated the 
Enterprizes of theſe famous Generals, they have received 
a Reward ; if a vicious one, they feel the Puniſhment. 
Fight therefore in a good Cauſe, with a clear Con- 
ſcience, and a holy Motive, like a Chriſtian, not like 
a Mamaluke, or Pagan: Provide for your Soul, and 
God will provide for your Honour ; if your Name be 
forgot in the Annals of Time, it will make a noble 
Figure in thoſe of Eternity. 'Thoſe invincible Squa- 
drons of Martyrs, whe in the Eye of the World lived 
n Contempt, and died in Diſhonour, who were — 
Ke 
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like Slaves, and executed as Criminals, are crowned 
with immortal Glory in Heaven, and their very Me. 
mory breathes Perfumes on Earth, whilſt their Perſe. 
cutors groan in Flame ; and God ſeems to have con. 
veyed down their Names to Poſterity only for their Pu. 
niſhment, and our Inſtruction. 

Lean. You adviſe me to ſtand for a good Cauſe : Is it 
the Subject's Buſineſs to enter into the Secrets of the 
Cabinet, to examine the Reſults of the Privy- Council, 
and to ſet up a fingle Opinion againſt a Royal De. 
claration? With Submiſſion, I always thought it the 
Duty of Subjects to obey, not to diſpute with Superiors ; 
they muſt be ſuppoſed to command what is juſt, till 
their Injunctions appear evidently unjuſt. For, in 
doubtful Caſes, Preſumption ſtands fr the Government; 
and this Defence we indiſpenſably owe to Authority, 
otherwiſe I ſee not how the chief Magiſtrate can main- 
tain Peace and Tranquility. I confeſs, it's my Opinion, 
and has always been my Practice. 

Euſeb. Had all Men kept up to your Principles, let; 
Blood had run from Ergi/ Veins the laſt Age, and leſs 
Coin from their Purſes. But when the Prince's Pre- 


- rogatives are clipped, his Orders queſtioned by the 


Multitude ; when Jack and Tom erect Tribunals of 
Right and Wrong in every Tavern, and an Am/terdan 
Coffee-houſe Club uſurps the Power of reviewing the 
Proclamations of V hiteball, what can be expected but 
Tumult and Deſtruction? When therefore the Govern- 
ment declares War, a Subject muſt ſuppoſe it lawful; 
unleſs he can oppoſe ſtrict Evidence, and he may 
fight with a ſafe Conſcienee under his lawful Prince's 
Standard in this Conjuncture. But this is not the 
preſent Caſe ; I hinted at a Practice unjuſt in my Opi- 
nion, though ordinary. Young Gentlemen without 
Employment at home, try Concluſions abroad: They 
purſue Commiſſions in Holland, France, and Germany, 
and fell their Service, as Jockies do Horſes, to him that 
bids moſt; their Swords diſtinguiſh not Right from 
Intereſt, they ſtand not upon the Niceties of Caſuiſtry, 
nor trouble themſelves with the Notions of Juſtice; 


their Buſineſs is to ſecure Money without formalizing 
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upon the Means, and ſuppoſe their Cauſe good, if their 
Commiſſion be creditable, and lucrative. 

Lean. Permit me, Sir, to interpoſe ; methinks you 
bind up unprovided Gentlemen to hard Circumſtances, 
and ſcrew up the Morals of the Goſpel ſome Points 
too high. Suppoſe I plead hard for a Regiment under 
Philip the Fifth, but falling ſhort of my Expectation, I 
addreſs myſelf to Charles the Third, and obtain a Com- 
miſſion; is this Conduct ſinful ? 

Euſeb. Had you been pleaſed to have ſuffered me to 
proceed, you had received an Anſwer to this Quere. 
I therefore explain my Mind thus. An Erghman has 
no Dependance on foreign States, and therefore cannot 
enter into their Quarrls at random ; he muſt be con- 
vinced, before he draws his Sword, the Party's Right 
{tands upon fair Reaſons, and plauſible Grounds ; tor 
an Officer thus in Commiſion is a kind of Lawyer, 
with this only Difference, that the one pleads his 
Client's Cauſe at the Bar, the other in the Field ; the 
one with his Tongue, the other with his Sword : And as 
no Lawyer can undertake the Defence of a Cauſe deſti- 
tute of Proof, that found a rational Probability; fo 
no Gentleman can enter into an extern Service with- 
out a previous Information of the Juſtice of the Quar- 
rel he engages to defend. Now though it be certain 
that if Philip has Right to the Span; Monarchy, Charles 
has none; and that if this Prince has, Philip is an Uſurper 
for two can have no Right at the ſame Time to the 
iame Thing) yet becauſe Juriſts are divided upon the 
(Queſtion, and both ſupport their Title by probable Ar- 
guments, a Stranger may fide with either, but then he 
cannot ſheer off from one to the other : For then he 
is ture to eſpouſe the Wrong againſt the Right, becauſe 
Juſtice ſtands not for both. I cautioned you againſt 
this Game of Faſt and Looſe, Under: officers often play 
at; it's neither genteel nor chriſtian : Chooſe your Side, 
in God's Name, but then let not a fairer Proſpect of 
Advantage draw you over to the Enemy. Indeed the 
flufting of Colours is rather the Practice of Soldiers 
man Commanders. But theſe ſometimes are guilty ; 
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and as the Conſequences in theſe are more dangeroy;, 
f ſo their Crime is leſs pardonable. 
Lean. I take your Meaning. A Subject muſt ſtand 
| up for the Defence of his lawful Prince and Country, 
againſt the Attempt of a foreign Enemy, without en. 
[ _ tering upon a Diſquiſition of the Juſtice of the War, 
| But whoever enters into the Service of a foreign State, 
| actually engaged in War, muſt be perſuaded upon ra. 
| tional + nee the War is juſt. And when he has ſtruck 
4 in with ane Side, he cannot retreat to the other durins 
the ſame War, unleſs he receives new Information. * 
| Euſeb. You comprehend me. 

Lean. I am of your Opinion, and ſubſcribe to your 
. Reaſon ; for by ſo doing, we run headlong into a fatal 
Neceſſity of upholding Wrong againft Right: For tho 
the Titles of both the Pretendants may carry a fair Out- 
Hide, yet it's certain, at the Bottom, one is defective. 
Pray now go on. 
| IV. 


Euſeb. Wage not War like Canibals or Tartars, Com- 
miſſion reaches the Guilty, but gives no Power over the 
Innocent ; Soldiers may come within the Statute of 
Murder, as well as Pads on the Highway, and may be 
as guilty of Thefts as Ewe-droppers, or Cut-purſes. Than 

halt not murder, Thou fhait not ſteal, are comprehenſive 
Precepts; they take in the Camp as well as the City, 
and are no leſs binding in the Field than in Winter- 
. Quarters. Keep therefore your Men up to Order and 
Diſcipline, and as you reward their Valour, ſo puniſh 
their Crimes. Look upon Alarauvers as a Nuſance to 
the Camp, as a Shame to the Profeſſion, and a Plague 
to Mankind. They muſt not be countenanced as Sol- 
diers, but executed as Felons. They ſhould receive no 
better Quarter from their Officers, than they give their 
Peaſants ? nor find more Mercy, when taken, than they 
ſhew when they rifle Villages. V hinders not a Crint, 
ſays Seneca, commits it. The Rapes and Violences ot a 
Soldier rebound on the indulgent Commanders, and by 
Connivance they adopt them. 
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The great Beliſarius has left Generals a noble Model, 
and points out a ſhort, but ſure Way to Victory. 
Know, Companions, ſaid he, I am come to fight, not fo 
much abith Weapons of Steel, as with the Arms of Tuſtice 
and Religion: Without theſe, how can we expect Victory, or 
hope for Succeſs * My Camp ſhall not be polluted with Ra- 
pine, nor your Swords with Cruelty. Without Tuflice, 
Courage is weak, and a wicked Hero will turn his Back to 
an innocent Coward. This ſhort Harangue awed the Sol- 
dier, and frighted him into Reſpe& and Modeſty. Nay, 
it raiſed the General ſo high in the Eſteem of all the 
lialians, that it's hard to determine, whether they ad- 
mired more his Conduct and Bravery, or his Diſcipline. 
The very Clowns loved the Legionaries as their Brethren, 
and almoſt adored the General as a tutelar Divinity. 
Never Man undertook greater Things with a leis Army, 
nor came off with more Glory. With ſcarce twelve 
thouſand Soldiers he clear'd Africa of Tyrants, and 
Baby almoſt of the Goths ; he not only retook Rome, but 
ſubdued Vitiges at the Head of a hundred thouſand 
Men, and led him captive to Canflantinople. Thus we 
ſee Succeſs oftener follows Order and Diſcipline, than 
Numbers ; and that Virtue, with a ſmall Retinue, over- 
matches Vice with a greater. 

Lean. I confeſs it were to be wiſhed that our Generals 
had more Authority, and our Soldiers better Diſcipline. 
But alas ! theſe Qualities are out of Faſhion ; and Obe- 
dience, that once made the Glory of Soldiers, is now 
become their Shame. 

Euſeb. If you are unable to bridle the Militia's Inſa- 
lence, quit your Poſt; it's better to reſign your Com- 
miſſion than your Innocence, and more ſafe to lay down 
your Command, than to forfeit your Soul. He is un- 
lit for Rule, that cannot command Obedience. 

I have ſeen Armies licentious beyond Meaſure, and 
inſolent to Exceſs ; one would have thought Attila with 
his Huns was once more returned to plague Chriſtendom : 
Terror marched before the Camp, Deſolation accom- 
panied it, and a thouſand Imprecations of undone Pea- 
ſants followed it. DMahomet could not have acted more 
bloody Tragedies in Eurepe, nor the moſt irritated Chri- 
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ſtian Prince in Mia. They ſtormed more Purſes than 
Towns, and wheel'd off from Counterſcarps, to aſſault 
Hen- rooſts and Sheep-cotes. They ſeem'd to take the 
Field, not to fight, but to plunder; and whilſt the 
lawileſs Soldiers ſcatter'd Ruin with Fire and Sword, 
the Generals ſpread Deſolation with Saſe-guards : $9 
that the Protection of theſe was more expenſive than 
the Avarice of thoſe, and Kindneſs was no leſs cruel than 
Fury. The Diforder was evident, though the Cauſe of 
it was diſputed ; ſome arraign'd the Weakneſs, others 
the Avarice of the Officers, and ſome the Inſolence of 
the Soldiers. But whilſt every one complained, the 
. Miſchief ran on without Limit, and only then a Re. 
medy was applied, when the Diſeaſe was paſt Cure, 
1. e. when the Country could loſe no more, nor the 
Army gain any more : And yet theſe fine Pranks were 
8 among Friends and Allies. But if Friendſhip 
e ſo chargeable, it's not worth the Purchaſe; and [ 
had rather lay my All at the Mercy of a Foe, than to 
give it to the Avarice of a Friend; for I believe he is 
no richer that is beggar'd by his Protector, than he 
that is ruined by his Enemy: And, methinks, to be 
hugg'd or piſtol'd to death, is an equal Misfortune. 
You know, Sir, how many aclites fell for the Sacri- 
lege of one Man, and nothing could appeaſe God's 
Anger, but the Execution of the Offender. How many 
Armies have melted away into nothing, for the ſame 
Cauſe ? Mortality ſwept away whole Companies with- 
out Remedy, and burigd Regiments without Honour, 
. Though Soldiers and Officers ſmile at theſe Exorbi- 
tances, they will hereaſter change their Mirth into a 
more doleful Key, unleſs they deteſt with Horror thoſe 
Injuſtices they now applaud with Infolence. You mul 
never draw your Sword but to defend Juſtice ; and a 
| General's commanding Staff, like the Club of Her- 
cules, muſt always be heaved up to quell Monſters. 


V. 
be honourable, yet we muſt 
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lies only in the Name ; and the Advantage, if any, ſtands 
for the Gallerian: For the Soldier is tied to continual 
Duty, and, like a Vagabond, is without Houſe, and 
often without Cover. He is unprovided of Neceſſaries 
to ſupply his Wants, and of Patience to ſupport 'em 
without Murmur. Yet he abandons his Friends, bids - 
his Country farewel, to range about the World (like 
the wild Tartars in Tents) he throws himſelf upon Po- 
verty, under a foreign Climate, and affronts Death for 
a Groat a Day. What an inconſiderable Salary is here 
for a Toil to ſlaviſh, crowded with ſuch a Multitude 
of Dangers, and fo far removed from the very Hope 
of Preferment ? Yet ſome Officers, in ſpite of Laws 
both human and divine, divide this Nothing, and ſo 
ſtarve the Soldier to feed their Pride and Debauchery. 
They live high at others Expence, and carry on the 
Camp Diverſion (Gaming) by Extortion. This Pan- 
dera's Box pours out a hed Plagues upon the Army, 
for the Soldier muſt live; if therefore the Captain pur- 
loins the Pay, and ſets it aſide to retrieve an unlucky 
Caſt, or to ſtop a Camp-lady's Mouth, muſt he not 
draw Bills of Exchange upon the Country, i. e. give 
the Signal to plunder at Diſcretion, and upon his Ho- 
rour promiſe Impunity ? I once took the Liberty to 
check a Captain for a Conduct ſo unchriſtian, and un- 
natural. Faith, Sir, ſaid he, the Cards ran unkindly 
the other Day, my Guineas deſerted to the Enemy, 
and I muſt recruit. This the only Way, and Cuſtom 
has prevailed. So have, anſwered I, a great many ill 
Things beſides. The higheſt Extravagances can plead 
a Precedent ; and if this tufficed to authorize an Action, 
Whores and Rogues would have a fine Time, and theſe 
ſcandalous Profeſſions would become not only repu- 
table, but innocent. But, Sir, Cuſtom without Rea- 
ſon, is no better than Vice triumphant. 

Beſides, it cheriſhes Deſertions, and fo injures the 
Prince as well as the Subject. Who will drudge merely 
for Baſtinadoes and Beggary ? This is uneaſy, and thoſe 
are neither creditable nor pleaſing. Nay, Pain and 
Miſery are inſupportable, unleſs corrected by ſome 
ſweetuing Ingredients ; like Pills, they muſt be gilt, to 
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go down: For, believe me, Pain with Soldiers over. 
rules Duty, and Senſe of Indigence works ſtronger than 
that of Honour; their Reaſon is in the Ore, unpoliſhed, 
and almoſt unfit for Service. Diſcourſe and Reſlection 
run very low with them, and Conſcience lower. What 
then can keep theſe poor Wretches to their Colours, if 
their Subſiſtence be withdrawn? Nothing in Hand, 
with nothing in Reverſicn, is Beggary for Life. Such 
a State is miſerable beyond Parallel; it's a kind of 
Damnation that diſcards a Man not only of all Com- 
fort, bat even of Hope and Expectation, that buoy up 
the Spirits of Slaves. Their Fortune being ſo low, they 
know it cannot fink lower, and then its natural, by 
thifting Sides, to endeavour to be better: And thus 
dye ſee Regiments grow thin without Battle, without 
Diſeaſes, and Companies broken by mere Deſertion. 
Severity will never heal this Evil. Deſpair forces Peo- 
ple upon ſtrange Courſes. He who receives daily Un- 
kindneſs from his Officer, and Injuitice too, will rather 
for once venture the Gallows, than continually groan 
under the Tyranny, 

Lean. Why don't the Soldiers complain ? They are 
free-born Subjects, and under the Protection of the 
Law. | 5644 

Euſeb. Complain when the Plaintiff ſtands at the Bar, 
and the Defendant fits on the Bench, on which Side 
will the Balance turn ? The Informer is immediately 
clapp'd up for Mutiny ; and thus, at the ſame time, 
he forfeits his Pay, and Jays his Life at the Mercy of 
a Caurt- Marſcal. This Camp- Juſtice is ill- natured, and 
quick too; a Man is ſent into the other World in a 
Moment, not for his own, but others Crimes. Good 
God! to take a Man's Purſe, and then to bar him the 
Liberty to complain; to ſtretch him on the Rack, and 
then to torment him becauſe he groans, has more of the 
Tyrant than of the Judge, and favours more of the 
Officer's Prerogative, than of the Liberty and Property 
of the Soldiers. It's the Duty of the high Officers to 
look into the Comportment of the lower, to ſtop theſe 
Grievances by Puniſhment or Caſheering ; if they wink 
at ſuch Offenders, God will not connive at their * 
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nal Indulgence. Leæxuis the Fourteenth, in my Preſence, 
did an Action worthy of his Greatneſs : 'T'wo Soldiers 
were led to Execution, as he enter'd into the Town; 
the poor Wretches cried out Mercy, and the King ſtopt; 
he inquired the Caute of their Puniſhment, and when 
he was told they had left their Colours, turning to the 
Priſoners, Friends, ſaid he, what moved you to leave 
my Service? Were you paid? They replied, No: 
He ſent for the Officers upon the Spot, examined the 
Accuſation, and finding them guilty, he tore their Com- 
miſſions, broke their Swords, and pardon'd the Pri- 
ſoners. This Piece of Juſtice ſhould itand upon Re- 
cord for a Precedent, for an Example to Generals, and 
for a Terror to under Officers; and were it ſometimes 
practiſed, I believe Deſertion might be leſs frequent, 

and by conſequence Camp-Executions. | 


VI. 

Treat your Soldiers like Men, with Civility, not like 
Aſſes, with Clubs; Cruelty may break Bones, but will 
never heal Faults. I have ſeen the Cane raiſe Indigna- 
tion often, but never Sorrow ; it fetches out Thoughts 
of Revenge, but inſtils no Purpoſe of Amendment. 
People may be perſuaded by Reaſon, not beaten by 
Blows out of their Errors. I was acquainted with a 
Captain; he was a Man of Punctilio and Ceremony, 
better at his Tongue than at his Weapon; he ſwore 
better than he fought, and was more 1 for can- 
ing his Company, than for ſtorming Half- moons. This 
young Huff commanded a Sergeant to pay him Reſpect, 
and followed the Command with this Rodomontade, 
B. G. if you gon't, Til make a Devil of you. But under 
his Worſhip's Favour, his Power anſwer'd not his Will; 
in ſpite of Men: ce, the Serjeant remain'd a Man, and 
a Chriſtian. whilit my young Commander put on the 
Fiend : He was indeed unfurniſh'd of Horns and cloven 
Feet, but under the Shape of a Man he poſſeſſed all the 
Malice of Satan. He affected Reſpect, and by exacting 
it with Haughtineſs and Empire, he fell into Contempt; 
for the Company huzza'd the Expreſſion, and burleſqued 
my Gentleman by turning it to Ridicule. Nay, the 
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Drollery went ſo far, that the Spark was forced to 
throw up his Commiſſion : Ard thus, inſtead of meta- 
morphoting the other into a Devil, he made a Fool of 
himſelf. David with his Harp cured Saul, and played 
down the evil Genius that haunted him ; but certainly 
Curſes and Imprecations have not that healing Quality. 
A Man may ſwear himſelf into Hell, but he'll ſcarce 
blaſpheme another into his Duty; this horrid Cuſtom 
muſt be baniſh'd without Reſerve, without Limitation ; 
it's too foul to be ſcreen'd by any Pretext of Affront or 
Inſolence; it grates upon Hearing ; it's diſhonourable 
to our Almighty Creator, and dangerous in Example. 
Can't an Officer right himſelf, without affronting God? 
Can't he exact Obedience, without diſobeying the 
Laws of Heaven? Or has he a mind to correct a Sol- 
dier's Offence at the Expence of his own Innocence, and 
to purchaſe Reſpect at the Price of Damrat:on? 

There are other Means to let People know their 
Diſtance, without being ill natared, or impious: Put 
on a handſome Behaviour, let the Soldier have his 
Due, hear his Grievances with Patience, and redreſs 
'em with Expedition. When he offends, uſe Reproof 
oftener than the Cane, and correct not one Fault by 
committing another. Let not damn d Dog, Dewi, or 
Son of a Where, paſs your Lips; the Diale& is unbe- 
ſeeming a Gentleman, and below a Chriſtian. Though 
there be a Difference between a private Centinel and 
an Officer, yet ſuch Language magnifies the Inequality 
beyond Proportion ; they are of the ſame Species, and 
inherit equally the common Prerogatives of the Kind ; 
they have the ſame Relation to God, to Reaſon, and 
Immortality. 'The Centinel has five Senſes, the Ge- 
neral has no more; and if the private Soldier be virtu- 
ous, and the Officer vicious, the whole Advantage 
lies on his Side. Indeed one has a Commiſſion, but this 
is often the Effect of Chance or Money, not of Merit; 
and though it may ſet you upon the higher Ground, it 
adds nothing to your real Worth. The Equality there- 
fore being ſo even, let not the Treatment be diſpropor- 
tioned ; reflet you ſpeak to Men, not to Beaſts ; to 
free-born Subjects, not to Slaves, 4 | 
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Be generous and free, give not too much to Fami- 
liarity, nor ſtand off in Reſerve. Be courageous in the 
Field, moderate in Converſation ; and if you model 
your Conduct by theſe Rules, Men will eſteem your 
Parts, and reſpect your Perſon; but if you intend to 
baſtinado Soldiers into Reſpect, or to hector 'em into 
Love, you will miſs of your Aim. Theſe are the Effects 
of Kindneſs, not of Violence ; you may perchance have 
their Hats, but not their Hearts ; they will fear, but 
never love you. Now fear is commonly the Parent of 
Hatred, and when this Paſſion has once ſeized on the 
Soldiers, I would counſel the Officer to withdraw ; he 
is leſs ſecure among his Guards, than in the Battalions 
of the Enemy: For Hatred is daring, and ſeldom fails 
of doing Miſchief when it has the Advantage. 


VII. 

Teander, punſſh Faults, in God's Name; but with 
the Mercy of a Judge, not with the Cruelty of a Ty- 
rant. Convince the Regiment of your Bchaviour, 
Juſtice pronounced the Sentence, not Paſſion; and re- 
member Compaſſion in the Height of Severity. Leave 
ſome Time betwen the Sentence and the Execution; 
who is brought in guilty To-day, may be found not 
guilty To-morrow ; it's never too late to execute a Cri- 
minal, but always too ſoon to murder an Innocent. 
Beſides, Death is a Moment on which an Eternity de- 
pum. Is it not therefore a Cruelty beyond the Bar- 
arity of Tyrants, to throw a poor Creature of the 

Ladder in a Hurry, before he reflects where he is go- 
ing? Did not Chriſt redeem a private Centinel, as 
well as a General? Becauſe he has forfcited his Claim 
to Life, has he no Pretenſion to Heaven? Give him 
therefore Time to provide for the future, that he may 
be happy in the next World, though he goes out of 
this on a Scaffold. Let him have Leiture to ſurvey the 
preſent State of his Soul, to prepare for a Removal, 
and to arm himſelf with Sorrow for the fatal Blow. 
Furniſh him a Divine for Comfort and Inſtruction; a 
Man under the Apprehenſion and Terror of Death wants 
ſome Support, Courage * will not keep him in 
5 | an 
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an equal Situation, nothing but an atheiſtical Bravery 
or Chriſtian Sanctity can ſweeten the Paſſage, and abats 
its Horror; . e. to receive the Stroke without Concern, 
we mult have led ſuch virtuous Lives as give ns a firm 
Hope of future Bliſs, or believe we end in nothing, and 
ſo ſhall neither be capable of Happineſs or Miſery. 

I believe few Soldiers, at this Pinch, receive much 
Relief from the Proſpect of their paſt Lives: For tho' 
Virtue be their Buſineſs, it ſeldom finds a Place in their 
Thoughts, much leſs in their Practice. In the Summer 
their Minds run upon Sieges, Battles, or Plunder, and 
are continually on the Catch for Booty or Slaughter. 
In Winter they plunge into Debauchery, and try, by 
— Senſe, to blot out the Memorty of paſt Fa- 
tigues: So that their Lives are a Tiſſue of Robbery or 
Riot; they live in a State of Sin, and by conſequence 
march on thro' daily Tranſgreſſions to Damnation. 

A poor Creature, who has not ſinned away the Be- 
Hef of another World, nor ſteeled his Conſcience, muſt 
be ſtunned when he ſees Death before him, a thouſand 
unnatural Crimes within him, a Judge upon the Bench 
ready to pronounce the Sentence, and Devils to execute 
it; this diſmal Proſpe& will pall his Spirits, and may 
ſooner. caſt him into Fits of Deſpair, than into Tran- 
ſports of Sorrow. The Devil will eafily perſuade him 
God 1s as inexorable as the Court-marſhal, and that he 
will fall from the Gibbet into unquenchable Flames. 
Now a charitable Divine may remove theſe Terrors, 
by opening the Mercies of God, and the boundleſs 
Treaſures of his Goodneſs ; he may bring him to Re- 
pentance by an exprethve Repreſentation of the Tor- 
ments below, and of the Joys above ; and will an Of- 
ficer that profeſſes Chriſtianity, that knows God will 
treat him in the next World, as he deals with his Bro- 


ther in this, *.fuſe ſo ſmall a Condeſcenſion ? 


But if the Criminal be tainted with atheiſtical Prin- 


ciples, he may, indeed, die without Concern or Appre- 


henſion of the Future; but alas! will the Diſbelief of 
God exempt him from Judgment, or of Hell from Fire 
and Brimſtone? Tho' an Atheiſt places God among the 
Chimera's, he is a very real Thing; and tho' he * 
28 
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lies upon Hell, he will ſcarce laugh out his Flames: 
No, he will certainly know there is a God by the Sen- 
tence of Damnation; and tho' his Reaſon diſowned a 
Hell, Senſe will confute the Error. Now a little Time 
and good Counſel may reclaim ſuch a Creature, and a 
precipitated Execution will certainly damn him. Is it 
not worth the while to make a Tentative at leaſt? If 
he refuſe Advice, his Miſcarriage will he at his own 
Door; if you deny him Time and an Inſtructor, God 
will caſt it at yours, 

Let him alſo, if poſſible, receive the Holy Sacra- 
ment; the Means inftituted by our Saviour for Salva- 
tion are his Right; and whoſoever invades this, ſtands 
guilty at God's Tribunal of ſomething more hideous 
than Murder. God revenged the innocent Blood of 
Abel on guilty Cain, and will he wink at the Damnation 
of a Soul ? No, no; thoſe who ſhut the Gate of Mer- 
cy againft their Brethren, mure it up againſt them- 
ſelves; they provoke God to retaliate their Cruelty in 
the next World, and oftentimes in this ; and if he fuf- 
fers ſuch Monſters to flouriſh, we may be ſure he is 
angry, for preſent Impunity is the deepeſt Revenge, 
beeauſe it forebodes a future Miſery. Plead not the 
Severity of military Laws; no Court of human Juſtice 
has Power over Souls, theſe come not within the Verge 
of their Juriſdiction : God alone is their lawful judge; 
to diſpenſe Rewards, and ordain Puniſhments, is his 
Prerogative. 

VIII. 


Procure a Chaplain, that your Regiment may be trained 
up in the Diſcipline of Chriſt, as well as of Mars: But 
be circumſpect in the Choice, receive not thoſe who 
ſeek a Sanctuary in the Camp againſt the Purſuit of 
their Bihops; ſuch Men are more fit for a Jail than 
for the Pulpit, and rather deſerve Penance than Prefer- 
ment. Thoſe who caſt off all Care of their own Souls, 
will ſcarce take to Heart the Salvation of their Neigh- 
bour ; and thoſe who run down Virtue in Practice, will 
not heartily preach it up at the Head of the Regiment. 
It is more probable, they will improve thoſe Vices in 
the Army they took up in Town, and finiſh the De 
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baucheries in Flanders, they only began in England. I 
ſaw the Chaplain of an Hanoverian Regiment run twice 
the Gauntlet in'a public Street, and then turned ont 
of bis Regiment for his Behaviour. Indeed the Puniſh- 
ment was extraordinary, but his Manners deſerved it; 
and the Officers concluded nothing but a public Ani- 
madverſion was able to atone for the Heinouſneſs of the 
Scandal. How are Men that want Reformation likely 
to reform Soldiers? They may open the Gate to Diſ- 
orders, and ſcatter the Plague they carry about them, 
but will never ſtop the Current of one Vice, either by 
Counſel or Inftruction. | 
| You muſt have a Man of an approved Virtue, whoſe 
Example edifies as well as his Tongue; and who, tho? 
he preaches well, lives better. A Man that neither flat- 
ters the Pride of ſome, nor keeps pace with the un- 
warrantable Ambition of others; who neither courts 
Greatneſs, nor fawns on Dignity, bat is above all the 
little Views of Intereſt and Pleaſure. A Man who 
hopes for nothing, will fear _— he will no more 
pardon Vice in Commiſſion than in the Centry-box, and 
will no more ſuffer the Exceſſes of a Colonel, than of a 
private Soldier. A Man that matches Zeal with Prudence, 
and knows how to time Reproof, and nick Exhortation, 
will do Wonders, though he works no Miracle ; he wilt 
neither ſtretch his Patent out of Arrogance, nor ſhrink 
it out of Baſeneſs and Servility ; but will keep up to 
his Character, and maintain the Dignity of his Poſt, 
and the Prerogative of his Profeſſion : And indeed, 
who does otherwiſe, expoſes himſelf to Contempt, ren- 
ders his Inſtructions inſignificant, and makes himſelf 
deſpicable and cheap. | | | 
| What a Reformatioa would a Chaplain thus ow Lon 
make in a Regiment? No Vice would withſtand his 
Zeal, no Sin appear in his Preſence ; his Words would 
be received like Oracles by the Soldiers, and the whole 
Regiment would fear him as a Cenſor, and love him 
as a Father; and when once a Soldier 1s taught to live 
well, he is fit for any Enterprize : For whoever dares 
look the other World in the Face, will charge thro' all 
the Terrors of this, 2 
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IX. 

When the General commands you upon Service, re- 
ceive his Orders with Submiſſion, and execute em with 
Valour ; regard leſs the Dithculty of the Enterprize than 
your Duty ; and when you have done your Part, leave the 
Event to Providence. Succeſs oftentimes lies out of our 
Reach, and forſakes Prudence and Valour to wait on 
Temerity. Lay your Deſigns with Wiſdom, carry 
them on with Reſolution, and you have diſcharged your 
Duty. 

Expoſe not your Perſon out of a mere Punctilio, nor 
refuſe a Poſt out of a Proſpect of Danger; Life is more 
valuable than Grimace, and leſs than Reputation. It 
is worth coming into the World to make a handſome 
and honourable Exit, and more creditable for a Cava- 
lier to fall in the Field, than to come off with Infamy. 
TI laugh at thoſe hery Hot-ſpurs, who (like Salaman- 
ders) can only breathe in Smoak and Flames; they are 
never well but when they ſtand within an Inch of Ruin; 
they are for trying a Rubber at Loggerheads with Can- 
non-bullets, and for knocking out their Brains againſt 
Half-moons and Baſtions ; nay, they cannot live out of 
the Reach of the Enemy's Batteries, and are ready to 
expire out of fear of living too long 3 they dun the 
General to be ſent upon every Attack, when neither 
Duty nor Prudence require their Service, and, like the 
Indian Women, who rave to caſt themſelves upon their 
Huſband's Funeral-pile, bear a Repulſe with Indigna- 
tion. Now in my Judgment this is to miſtake Courage 
for Temerity, and to place Bravery in Folly. 

FJ. N. was of this Temper; he bore a Command in 
the Cavalry, yet in ſpite of Diſſuaſton would leave his 
Horſe to court Honour on Foot; he ſtormed a Caunter- 
ſcarp, and was the firſt Man that fell in the Action; he 
run on without Reaſon, and was brought off without 
Life, without Reputation ; all pitied his Misfortune, 
tho' Nobody excuſed his Conduct; ſome ftiled him 
brave, but not one durſt venture to call him prudent. 
Bullets diſtinguiſh raſh Volunteers in the Crawd, and 
Providence ſeems to withdraw its Protection from Strag- 
2 and to leave them to the Government of another 
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I know indeed we throw this Heat on a Pretence of 
Preferment. We muſt, cry they, diſtinguiſh ourſelves 
from the Crowd, and do more than our Fellows to plead 
Merit. A Soldier indeed muſt look above his own Sta- 
tion; he who confines his Deſires to a moderate Poſt, 
deſerves none; to be content with a mean Commiſſion, 
marks a narrow Soul, and ungenerous Inclination ; it's 
a Sywptom of more Phlegm than Heat, and that he is 
rather cut out for a Shop, than for the Camp. Diſtin- 
guiſh therefore yourſelf, in God's Name, but affect not 
to be remarkable for Folly : Though Bethlem be in the 
Way to Hoxton, certainly it lies out of the Road to 
Promotion, Lite was given by our Almighty Creator 
for a noble End, and therefore we muſt not expoſe it 
fooliſhly; I would no more throw it up out of a Bra-- 
vado, than out of a Pet, nor ſacrifice it raſhly in a 
Fight, more than in a Duel. 

But when a noble Occaſion preſents; an Occaſion 
that will ſtand the Ordeal of Reaſon, and can be plead- 
ed to Advantage, though it be not followed by Succeſs, 
let it not ſlip by, but lay hold of it with Joy and 
Tranſport, and thank the General for the Honour of 
the Opportunity, Exert a Reſolution equal to the 
Difficulty, and do to the Height of the Enterprize, 
Diſcover nothing that is low, nothing that is boiſterous, 
nothing that argues Fear, or betrays Preſumption ; be- 
more ſolicitous how to go on, than how to come off, 
and take a greater Care of your Carriage, than of your 
Life. Theſe Occaſions are not rare in our modern 
Camps; they open a fair Proſpect to Preferment, by 
giving Matter to Courage, and Merit to work upon, 
and though we fall, it is in the Diſcharge of our Duty ; 
and fuch a Man may look this World in the Face, 
and, what is more, the other too, if nothing elſe hin- 
ders. To die in the Defence of our Poſt is honourable 
in the Sight of Men, and of God alſo, if we refine our 
Motive, and diſpute our Ground out of a Point of Duty: 
Nay, it's an eaſy Paſſage, though violent ; for a Bullet 
or 2 Rapier does our Buſineſs more gently than a Fever. 
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X. 

If your Merit raiſes you to the nob!e Degree of Ge- 
neral, let your Zeal for your Prince fly as high as your 
Station; Favours call for Gratitude, and a Subject can 
only return this natural Duty by Service. Remember 
in the firſt Place you are to act as a public Perſon, and 
therefore no private Deſign muſt regulate your Conduct. 
The Honour of a brave Action may carry you off, but 
your Maſter muſt go away with the Profit. 

High Poſts are intoxicating, they often fly up to the 
Brain, and turn our Heads ; they take away the Me- 
mory of our former State, and perſuade us we are not 
Men ſo ſoon as we become great. Though we are ne- 
ver ſo big, ſuch 2 Conceit makes us little, and gives a 
convincing Proof that our Judgment falls ſhort of our 
Dignity. Alas! theſe ornamental Privileges are but a 
decent Varriſh that lies on the Superficies ; they are a 
Royal Impreſſion ſtamped upon us; but this changes 
not the Metal, this gives no intrinfic Valne, but either 
ſuppoſes Merit or Favour : Beſides, ſuch an over- wean- 
ing Conceit of yourſelf is a Mark of Pride. Now this, 
tho' practiſed by all, is hated by every one; it tempts 
even thoſe who made you great, to make you leſs, and 
draws your Friends to be Enemies ; it will alienate your 
Ofhcers, and if you have not their Hearts, you will want 
their Hands upon Occaſion : For whoſoever wiſhes an- 
other lower, will endeavour to bring him down. 

Beware of Raſhneſs; this is the Bane of Generals, 
yet they eaſily flip into it, becauſe it often carries the 
Appearance, and borrows the very Name of Courage 
however, it is of another Race, and nothing allied to 
that Virtue; the one deſcends in a direct Line from 
Prudence, the other from Folly and Preſumption. Suc- 
ceſs ſeldom waits on Temerity; twice I find it pro- 
ſperous and triumphant, in Aa under Alexander the 
Great, and in C. under Aurelius; the Firſt (as Curtius 
notes) by his Raſhneſs won an Empire, and the Second 
almoſt loſt one. But theſe Examples are rare, and the 
Captain that frames his Conduct by theirs, ſteers by Ha- 
zard, and will not likely find Fortune ſo favourable. 0 
| | 0 
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Go upon the ſureſt Method Prudence and Thought 
can ſuggeſt; leave nothing, if poſſible, to Chance: It's 
true, indeed, you will not engage ſo often, but then 
you will ſeldom be overcome. Now methinks it is 
wiſer to keep one's Ground, than out of Preſumption 
and Eagerneſs to loſe it. Take therefore as ſure Mea- 
ſures as if you put no Confidence in Valour; but when 
you come to Action, fight as if you truſted in your 
Sword alone. Courage may be trepanned, but ſecond- 
ed by Caution and Conduct, it is invincible. But if 
Numbers over- top you, if Chance out-wits Prudence, 
and Multitude bears down Virtue ; in fine, if you are 
forced to abandon the Field, and to leave Victory be- 
hind, you may carry off your Honour untouched, and 
may ſtand the Stroke of Satire and Calumny without a 
Bluſh. | 

Fortune is unſtable, neither conſtant to her Friends, 
nor implacable to her Enemies, never long in the ſame 
Situation, never true to the ſame Intereſt; now on this 
Side, now on that, but faithful to neither, and ſuſpect- 
ed by all. You muſt therefore expect a Mixture of 
bad and good Succeſs ; now Victory will perch on your 
Standards, now twill fly over to your Enemies; ſome- 
times you will conquer, and ſometimes you will be o- 
vercome. Generals always march in a Circle of Pro- 
ory and Misfortune; let not one ſwell your Confi- 

nce too big, nor the other ſhrink your Coarage ; nei 
ther preſume, nor deſpond; in the one State fear a 
Check, in the other hope for an Advantage. 

A Victory that intoxicates the Conqueror is more dan- 
erous than a Defeat; it diſarms Caution, inſtils Neg- 
igence, andJulls us aſleep with a traiterous Security: 
Now whoſoever lies under theſe Diſadyantages, ſtands 

at the Mercy of an Enemy; and tho' he wa an Army 
of Lions, twill be routed by another of Stags. 

What loſt U. M. at Jo. but this haughty Humour? 
Succeſs had turned his Brain, and diſmounted his Rea. 
fon ; he fought a Battle, and won Applauſe ;. but tho? 
he brought off C. M. he left the General behind. He 
was no more the ſame Man, his uſual Prudence aban- 
doned him, the Vapours of Pride ſmoaked * 
. | ere 
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thered him out of Counſel and Caution; ſo that 
at To. he loſt the Day, before the Fight began. Ne- 
ver any Man ranged his Men with leis Judgment, nor 
took more diſadvantageous Ground; one Wing, was 
unable to ſuccour the other, the Foot was of no Sup- 
port to the Horſe ; one would have thought he played 
Booty, and reſolved to try the Chagrin of a Defeat. 

On the other fide, a Captain muſt not fink under a 
Misfortune : To ſuppoſe all loſt, is a ſhort way to loſe 
all in earneſt. When Fortune is at a low Ebb, expect 
it will ſoon flow, and when it frowns, hope it will 
ſoon ſmile. The brave Duke Veymar received a diſmal 
Check from the Imperialiſts, but tho” his Troops were 
overthrown, his Heart was not overcome; nay, his 
Courage roſe with his Fall, his Pulſe beat higher, and 
he reſolved the next Day to waſh out the Diſgrace of 
the former with the Blood of his Conquerors : He kept 
his Word, and gained an intire Victory, and Brijac, as 
the Price of Reſolution : So that the News of his Vic- 
tory overtook that of his Loſs, and his Glory poſted 
through Europe as ſwift as his Misfortune, Had he 
not lain under a Cloud, his Merits had ſhined leſs ; 
the Diſgrace of the fuſt Day redoubled the Glory of 
the ſecond. 

I hate thoſe Generals who drill on Wars out of 
Pride and Intereſt ; they may be good Soldiers, but can- 
not be good Chriſtians; they make the Intereſt of the 
Prince truckle to their own, and facrifice the public 
Tranquillity to their private Ends. Provinces muſt 
welter in Blood, and Cities flame, to crowd your An- 
ti-chamber with Viſitants that fawn on your Dignity, 
not on your Perſon ; and are as ready to bow to your 
Lacquey, had he a Commander's Staff, as to your- 
ſelf. Muſt People groan under all the Pangs of Pover- 
ty, to pay your Safe-guards ? And agonize under Hun- 
ger, to furniſh your Table? That you may be ne- 
ceſſary to the State, the Subject muſt be fleeced by 
Taxes, and Commerce ſink to raiſe your Fortune. 
Perchance ſuch a Conduct may nick with Policy, but 
it bids Defiance to the Goſpel, The Marſhal 4% Byron 
was of this Humour; for when his Son proſecuted a 
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Victory, Halt, cries he, have you a mind to plant Cabbages 
at Byron : 'This Man had much of your petty Surgeons, 
who never cloſe a Patient's Wound till they have 
drained his Purſe. He had drawn much Chriftian 
Blood, and in the End fpilt his own in a Skirmiſh. 
Believe me, Leander, it is more glorious to end a War 
with Advantage, than to continue it with Bravery ; 
and I would more reſpe& a General without Attend- 
ance in a Hackney, that has obliged a Nation with a 
Peace, than him who rides at the Head of an Army in 
Triumph, and plunges it into an expenfive War. 

This is a Summary of your Duty, and 1 could with 
our Soldiers would ſpend ſome cool and ſerious 
Thoughts upon the Subject ; they would not, I am con- 
fident, fight worſe, and might die better. How often 
have I pitied the Blindneſs of our Men ? They encoun- 
tered Danger like Lions, they fought like Heroes, and 
expired like Beaſts; they had no Concern for this 
Life, and no Thought of the other; Ignorance had fo 
powerfully ſeized on their Underſtanding, they quite 
forgot the Intereſt of Eternity. Ah, Leander, if you 
value not Life, be tender at leaſt of your Soul; it was 
made for Glory, why will you give it over to Tor- 
ments ? | 

Lean. Theſe Precepts, if obligatory, are very ſeaſon- 
able; but our Officers will not eaſily own they concern 
the Camp. I am ſure they are not in Uſe, and am apt 
to think they have been repealed by a Court-marſhal, 
or are fallen by Preſcription, Nay, the Camp, as well 
as Black-friors, is a privileged Ground, and as Mr. 
Hebbs maintained the Goſpel did not bind any Com- 
monwealth till received by the Magiſtrate, ſo ſome are 
of Opinion it muſt not come within a League of the 
Army, without a Paſs-port from the General. In- 
deed, a red Coat ſeems to exempt us from the In- 
cumbrance of Divine Precepts, for we govern our Con- 
duct not by the Civil, but wholly by the Canon Law. 
Our Buſineſs is to make the moſt of his Life, without 
any Thought of the future; we feed high, till our 
Purſe runs low ; we pamper Nature, and drink down 
Reaſon, dice away our Pay, and ſend a File of o_ 
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aſter it; and thus we level away one Part of our Time, 
and blaſpheme away the other, till a Bullet or a Stab 
packs us away into the other World without Warning, 
and, what is worſe, without Preparation. 

Zuſcb. Without Preparation do you ſay ? That is a 
Miſtake; for you muſt know our Men of War have 
voted a YTurkib Principle free Deniſon of the Goſpel, 
vis. That whoever dies for his Prince, ſuffers for Religion: 
This Perſuaſion I aſſure you gets Ground, and may 
in time be improved to a fundamental Point of the 
Soldier's Religion. When I was in the Army, an Of- 
ficer, the very Scandal of the Camp, was wounded ; 
he had no Senſe of God, no Tincture of Religion, 
and his Life ſquared exactly with his Belief. Well, 
Tom, ſaid J to his Man, How does thy Maſter ? 

He is in Reſt, replied he. 

In Reſt, ſaid I, did he make his Peace with God? 

No, anſwered Ton, he breathed out his Soul with a 
Curſe. But he died in the King's Service. 

In the King's Service, ſaid I, is that ſufficient ? 

Sufficient, replied Tom! ay, my Life for yours : 
Why, Sir, he died in the Bed of Honour. The Sim- 
plicity of the Fellow forced me to ſmile, and his Igno- 
rance to weep. He had heard his Betters preach this 
Doctrine, and he eſpouſed it without Examen; and in- 
deed it is the Officer's Intereſt to ſend it round, for if 
once it be well eſtabliſhed, Recruits will come in Shoals 
without Beat of Drum, or the Trouble of Kidknapping : 


For, I aſſure you, good Pay, Pleaſure, and Impunity, 


and Heaven in the Rear, are powerful AttraCives, 
Who would not venture a Stab, or charge up to a Can- 
non's Mouth for ſuch a Crowd of Advantages ? 

But, alas! Sir, when People fport with Religion, and 
burleſque thoſe Things they ſhould revere, it is a ſign 
they have diſcarded Principles, and are reſolved to die 
like the Beaſts that periſh. 

Lean. Do you think Religion is baniſhed the Camp ? 
. Sir, 1 fear we have rather too much than too 
ittle. 5 | 

Euſeb. The Camp is divided into two Bodies, yet tho” 
they run different Ways, they meet in the End. Some 
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are for all Religions, and then how can they be in the 
wrong? Thoſe Gentlemens Church, like a Cheader. 
cheeſe, is made of the Milk of one-.and-twenty Pariſhes. 
Others deny all Religion, and thoſe can hardly be in 
the Right; yet after all, at the Bottom they are all 
Brethren, and of the ſame Communion : For Soldiers, 
in Tom's Divinity, whoever they are, and whatever they 
are, provided they ſerve the King, are God's People, 
and the Wolves and Sheep make up the ſame Fold. 

But, in good Earneſt, Sir, ſetting Raillery apart, thoſe 
Notions of Religion are hideous; in a poor Pra/ilian 
they move Pity and Compaſſion, but I cannot hear an 
Engliſhman vent ſuch Stuff without Indignation. Exam- 
ple and Immorality have ſpread the Contagion, why 
may not the virtuous and regular Behaviour of Ofhcers 
ſtop the Infection; Virtue, I believe, is catching, as 
well asVice, and as capable of being dilated by Exam- 
ple; the Matter is of Concern, and deſerves a Trial, 
and I know no Man more qualified to begin the Expe- 
riment than yourſelf : . Your Poſt gives you Authority 
and Reſpect, and as it raiſes you above the Crowd, 1a 
it expoſes your Actions to the View of the Public; and 
if they breathe Piety, the Perfume may reach and 
charm your Inferiors ; and if once they gain ſo far as 
to be approved, Imitation follows; for the Paſſage from 
one to the other is ſhort and eaſy. | 

Lean. I will endeavour to live up to the Principles of 
Religion, and to waſh, out the Stains of my former Life 
by a thorow Reformation. I will countenance Virtue, 
and keep under Diſcipline the public Profeſſors of Im- 
piety, and proclaim Regularity the Way to Promotion 
in my Regiment. 

| Euſeb. If you can draw over to your Reſolution the 


Great Officers of the Army, the Method will take. 


Condemn Debauchery once or twice to the Gauntlet, 
and 'twill ſculk in the Dark, and withdraw to Privacy; 
for who will dare to abet it in Public, when he knows 
be ſhall be marked with Infamy, and feel the juit In- 
dignation of his Officer? And then if Goodneſs be 
rewarded in this World, as well as in the other ; if 
there. be no way to riſe but by Virtue, and he be the 
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higheſt in the General's Favour, who is moſt in God's, 
Men will carry on their Pretenſions, not by Bluſter or 
Blaſphemy, but by the more warrantable Methods of 
Piety. They will make Goodneſs the Step to Great- 
neſs, and deſerve a Commiſſion before they have it. 
Nay, I dare promiſe Succeſs to all your Enterprizes, 
if once the Army be modelled by Virtue ; for beſides 
that, God watches over his Friends, and takes them 
under his Protection. Vice is a Coward, and no Man 
dares look Death in the Face, that fears to be damned : 


But Virtue, that dreads nothing in the next World, . 


fears nothing in this but Sin. 

I wiſh you Succeſs, and although your Deſign miſ- 
carries, the Undertaking is heroical ; for it is more no- 
ble to ſtorm Impiety, than to c a Town; and I 
had rather bring a Regiment to. the Service of God, 
than force a Province to the Obedience of a Prince. 
You muſt expect Oppoſition, for Vice is ſtubborn, and 
loſes Ground by Inches : Nothing but Force and Con- 
ſtancy can gain upon it, Fleſh and Blood will itrike in 
with it, Cultom and Example will go over to the ſame 
Intereſt; but if you bear up with Reſolution, if you 
carry on the Attack with Courage, and flag not in the 
Execution, the Advantage will lie on your Side ; and 


tho' the Victory be not complete, the Glory of the Ac- 


tion will. Well, Sir, continued Euſebius with a Smile, 
we have taken a ſufficient View of the Camp, it is time 
now to return to the Court. 

Lean. | wait upon you, and fhall be glad of your 
Company; for tho' the Queen has been pleaſed to fa 
vour me lately with an Office, yet I am unacquainted 
with the Ground, and a mere Ignoramus in the Ceremo- 
nial of Behaviour. I fear ſometimes to be too much 
for Ceremony, ſometimes too little; and that I drop 
Smiles, when I ſhould let fall a Frown. 
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DIALOGUE, IX. 
Euſebius :n/trud?s Leander in the Duties of a Courtier, 


W E Court has been the Subject of a thou- 
: ſand Satires,. and the Theme of as many 
Panegyrics ; and if Invective has miſrepreſented it on 
the one Hand, Flattery has over-flouriſhed it on the 


other. If we believe thoſe, like the Sea, it's in a per- 


petual Motion, and as infamous for Ship-wrecks as 
Sy/la and Charybdis ; it's a kind of a Turkiſh Marmora, 
inhabited by Slaves who have loſt their Wits with their 
Liberty, and hug their Chains becauſe they glitter: In 
fine, it's the Palace of Vice, the Seat of Miſery ; and 
if by chance Virtue ſhews its Face, it's only ſaluted with 
Sarcaſm and Raillery. 

But if we credit its Admirers, Lord how the Cha- 
rater varies ! One would think Men could not draw ſo 
different Features in the ſame Face. Thoſe Gentlemen 
repreſent it with another Air; every Stroke marks Great- 
neſs, every Daſh of the Penſil Majeſty and Charm; it's 
a Commonwealth (like that of the Romans) compoled 
of Grandeur and Merit. The firſt-rate Officers are 
Princes, and the loweſt Knights at leaſt. The Air, like 
that of Ireland, is mortal to Toads and Spiders. No- 
thing that diſobliges the Eye, or grates upon the Ear, 
or ruffles the Senſes, can paſs the Porter's Lodge. 


Care, Solicitude, and Melancholy, have no Acceſs, 


and thoſe Misfortunes that wait on other People fly 
from Courtiers : ſo that they only know Miſeries by 
other's Ruin, In fine, in one Man's Fancy the Court 
is a Hell, in another's a Heaven. We are miſerable in 
it if we believe ſome, and cannot be happy out of it, 
if we credit others. 

But with Submiſſion, all are miſtaken ; ſome throw 
too much Dirt upon the Court, others too much Luſtre ; 
ſome paint it too black, others too white ; and they are 
no leſs guilty who magnify its Faults, than thoſe who 
enlarge beyond Meaſure upon its Perfections. For, in 
a Word, the Court 1s not all Guilt, nor all Innocence : 
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it's ſtain'd with great Vices, and adorn'd with great 
Virtues; it teaches to live well, and tempts us to do ill. 
Some make in it great Fortunes, and others ruin 
greater. There is Pleaſure, and there is Pain, Glory 
and Reproach ; Hope lodges in one Apartment, and De- 
ſpair in another ; in fine, it's a Soil over-run with Poi- 
ſons, and fertile in Antidotes : So that a Man muft 
ſtand upon his Guard, and walk with Reſerve and Cau- 
tion. «He muſt beware of a treacherous Confidence, 
and arm himſelf againſt a cowardly Puſillanimity. I 
doubt not, Sir, but you have examined the Map cf this 
new World, and made a Proviſion of Neceſlaries for 
your Voyage; you are embark'd for the Temple of 
Honour, the Road is intricate, and beſet with Dangers, 
the Journey long. 

Lean. I have, God be thank'd, the Education of the 
Univerſity and Academy ; I handle my Sword not ill ; 
Corelli has taught me to play, and Abel to ſing; and 
beſides, I am a Gentleman: Theſe Advantages ſuit 
with my Circumſtances, and I preſume they will in 
Time improve my Fortune, and raiſe me to the Poſt of 
Honour. 

Euſeb. Nay, Sir, your Equipage is glorious, you have 
laid in with Profuſion for your Journey, and if you miſ- 
carry, Fortune alone muſt bear the Blame of the Diſ- 
appointment. A Man that pleads for Preferment with 
Eſcutcheon and Title, with the Sword in one Hand, 
and ſuch Accompliſhments in the other, muſt undoubt- 
edly carry the Suit: For here are Arguments of all 
Complexions; ſome are tipt with Authority, others 
flaſh Terror, and ſome again ſhoot Charms. Now un- 
leſs her Majeſty's Breaſt be faced with Steel, ſhe will 
yield to ſuch battering Engines, and never diſpute the 
conferring of a Dignity courted with ſo much Bravery, 
and woo'd with ſo much Harmony and Sweetneſs. 

But for all that, Sir, I would counſel you to procure 
more proper Inſtruments to work with, for J fear 
theſe will not do. I have known Gentlemen well- 
born wait at Court the moving of the Waters ſeven 
long Winters, and yet they fared no better than the 
lame Man in the Goſpel, ſomebody always ſtept before 
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'em ; ſo that they were forced to retreat into the Coun. 
try with a light Purſe, and a heavy Heart, and to rig 


out their leakyVeſſel for a new Voyage; and though you 


are a Maſter at your Rapier, you muſt not build too 
much upon this Advantage: for though it may be of 
uſe in the Field, it's of none in the Court: Men do 
not tilt themſelves into Poſts in our Age, nor hew and 
hack out Fortunes like Knights-errant in Romances. 
Your Scourers look well in Taverns, and habe ſome 
Repute at the Play-houſe, but none in Court ; here 
People are for ſleeping in a whole Skin, and for ſpin- 
ning out the Thread of Life to the laſt Extent of Na- 
ture: They'll not hazard a ſingle Pulſe, but upon good 


Caution, and extraordinary Payment; in fine, Sir, 


they are of Opinion that a Sword hangs more conve- 


niently by the Side, than in the Lungs. 


Muſic indeed is a pretty Accompliſhment, and had 
you the Touch of old Timotheus, I would be bound for 
your Advancement; for this Artiſt tied Alexander's Paſ- 
ſions to his Finger's End, he could play the Conqueror 
into the Tranſports of Hercules furens, and then take him 
down in a Moment. Now had you ſuch a command- 
ing Stroke, I conceive you might play, or ſing your- 
ſelf into her Majeſty's Favour ; but the Secret 1s loſt, or 


few improve to this Pitch of Perfectiou; for Gough we 


have a Lift of thofe who have riſen by the Law, I can- 


not find one who owes his Title to the Fiddle or the 


Voice. Sometimes indeed a Man may play his Way 
to an Heireſs's Heart, but theſe Adventures are rare, 


and it's hard to chop upon the Dorion that will find the 


Way from the Tympanum to the Soul; for though the 
Cut be ſhort, it's intricate, and the Harmony faints in 
the Paſſage. 

Lean. Pray, Sir, appoint me Tools to work with. 

Euſeb. Lay in a good Proviſion of Humility, furnifh 
yourſelf with Patience for ſeven Years at leaſt, and for- 
get not a competent Stock of Aſſurance. 

Lean. You are upon a Vein of Banter, or have a 
mind to divert me. Why, Sir, I would as ſoon appear 
at Court in my Grandfather's Ruff, or trunk Hoſe, as 


in that outlandiſh Equipage. Indeed Aſſurance is the 
Proper 
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proper Growth of the Court Soil, it thrives there to Ad- 
miration ; but Humility and Patience require another 
Climate. 

Euſeb. There is no Banter, no Pleaſantry in the Caſe. 
am upon a ſerious Pin, and counſel you again to pro- 
vide yourſelf with Humility and Patience ; nay, an or- 
dinary Pittance, let me tell you, will not carry you 
through; you muſt bid fair for the Humility of Paul, 
znd aim at the Patience of 70; without theſe Inſtru- 
ments you will never beat out a Fortune, you will fink 
in the Enterprize, and after a ſeven Years Jaunt find 
yourſelf in the Place you ſet out. | 
Lean. A Reaſon, if you pleaſe. My Lord TL. ſtands 
in a high Poſt, and makes a fluttering Figure, yet I ne- 
ver heard he was a great Pretender to Humility; nay, 
am informed he is Pride in Life, and Vanity in Per- 
ſon; he keeps no Correſpondence with his Friends, and, 
as if he had taken a Morning's Draught of Leibe, remem- 
bers the paſt no more than he foreſees the future: To 
conclude, he is within an Ace of forgetting his Family; 
and if he ſteps a Peg higher, he will certainly forget, 
himſelf. 

And then why ſhould Patience be fo neceſſary for me? 
Has not X. -bore all before him without it? This little 
Muſtard-ſeed is grown up into a Tree, and gives Cover 
and Protection to twenty ſmall InſeAs, that in good 
Time may return Ingratitude for the Favour. Now this 
Gentleman is not only void of Patience, but even of 
all Pretenſions to it; a mere Weather-cock, that looks 
Eaſt and Weſt in a Moment, and turns tai! to all the 
Points in the Compaſs: He is fo far from executing a 
noble Deſign, that he has not the Patience to lay one; 
and this fehle Diſtemper has got ſo ſurpriſing an Aſcen- 
dant over him, that be will not even take the Pains to 
think. But if you take Patience for a Virtue, that 
enables a Man to ſuffer Contrarieties with Calmneſs and 
Equality of Temper, he is a mere Stranger to it, and 
as unacquainted as with the Great Mog:/, or Preſtor 
John. A Gnat by chance tickled his Cheek, the Man 
flew out into all the Extravagancies of Paſſion, he fell 
upon the poor Inſect's Family with all the Heat of Rage 
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and Anger; he rogu'd and raſcal'd the innocent Ani- 
mal, and then ſon-of-a-whor'd it like a Scavinger ; and 
though I endeavour'd to diſcourſe down the Fogue, and 
to philoſophize the Gentleman into Terms of Modera- 
tion, his Choler was too hard for Arguments, till he 
ſeized on the Criminal, and condemned it for a Mute to 
the Preſs. Nor was he more bearing with his own 
Species; I have ſeen him ſwagger at a Footman for 
ſaying he was at home, and brow-beat his Porter for 
ſaying he was not: He acted always by Contraries, ſo 
that ſome thought his Pleaſure was to be diſpleaſed, and 
that he never was in humour but when he was out of it. 
Now ſuch a Behaviour looks as if he was conſcious of 
his own Demerits, and that he had nothing but Out- 
ſide, and Clamour, and Bad- nature, to make him con- 
fiderable. Yet this Man has out- ſtript his Neighbours, 
and left *em out of Sight ; he tumbles no more on the 
low Ropes, but vaults on the high ; and though he 
was once below Contempt, he may ſhortly ſoar above 
nvy. — 
Zul. One Saualloau makes no Summer, and one Inſtance 
will not bear an univerſal Inference. Such Concluſions 
are not to be truſted, we are in an Age of Diſcoveries 
on Land as well as by Sea, and if a few have fteer'd 
through a North-Eaſt Paſſage, i. e. a ſhorter Cut to 
Preferment, others muſt double the Cape of Good Hope ; 
this is the beaten Road, and though it be longeſt, it's 
the moſt ſecure Way to Honour. Once more, there- 
fore, let me adviſe you to lay in a good Fund of Humi- 
lity and Patience. 

Lean. I cannot yet be convinced of the Neceſſity of 
this Proviſion ; nay, methinks I may jog fairly on with- 
out it. 

Euſeb. Not convinced? Pray attend: Muſt you not 
fawn on this Favourite, and bow to the other? Muſt 
not you fly to his Levee, and make as many apiſh 
Cringes as a French Dancing-maſter to this Riſfing-ſum? 
Nay, with the old Perfans, you muſt commence Idola- 
ters, and incenſe this glaring Planet with all the Per- 
fames of Flattery and Affectation. You muſt place his 
Courage above Alexander's, his Conduct above Cz/ar's, 
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and his Policy above the greateſt Miniſters of State. 
You miſt eſpouſe his Sentiments, humour his Inclina- 
tions, excuſe his Vices, magnify his Virtues, and turn 
all his Follies into Apothegms; for you muſt wind 
yourſelf into his Favour before you can enter into his 
Service, and become his Slave to pretend to be his Crea- 
ture. Nay, you muſt creep to Valet de Chambres, fee 
Pages, and bend to Commis, who have nothing con- 
ſiderable but an Office, nothing great but Pride and 
Brutality. 

In a certain Court I had the Fortune to be ac- 
quainted with a Duke; he deſired my Company to 2 
Miniſter of State upon Buſineſs, but the Baſbazw was 
indiſpoſed, z. e. not to be accoſted ; however, out comes 
2 petty Scrivener with a Pen in his Ear (or to fpeak in 
the Court Dialect) an Under Secretary; the Gentle- 
man was fo ftarch'd, ſo formal, and fo ſupercilious, 
that I miſtook him for the Maſter. His Grace faluted 
him to the Ground, and in a Moment ran through all 
the Diſcipline of a Dancing-ſchool! ; he plied the Cam- 
mis with Vollies of Compliments, out comes firft res 
humble, tres obeifſant treads upon the Heels of the for- 


mer, and Valet leads up the Rear. Offce, I affure you, 
over-topt Grace; and the Pen had the Advantage of 


the Sword. This Muſhroom ſtood on Tipto, and re- 
turned Monſieur le Duc this ſhort Oracle, On ſongera d votre 
Afaire, The Promiſe called for an Acknowledgment, 
and the noble Peer paid it with Profuſion and Intereſt. 
He ſtooped ſo low, that at laſt I apprehended he was 
laying down his Cordon Blue for a Livery. At our Re- 
turn, Well, Monſieur, ſaid I, Audiences run high in 
this Country, and Promiſes are taxed at unconſcionable 
Rates: Pretendants are put under exceſſive Contribu- 
tion, and you muſt regard Intereſt above Honour, why 
elſe do you proſtitute Quality to ſo vile a Wretch ? 
For my Part, I think you have purchaſed his Favour 
and were I in your Circumftances, I would never de- 
ſcend ſo low to ſoar higher. No, Sir, I ſcorn to tram- 


ple on a Peaſant, and as much to ſneak to a Sultan. 


My Duke laſh'd at an extravagant Rate the Pride of 
that Vermin, and ſwore he would fit on his Skirts; he 
L 2 alledged 
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alledged for his Excuſe Cuſtom, and palliated his Sub- 
miſſion with the Neceſſity of his Affairs. This put me 
in mind of what Cyprian ſays to Donatus, Behold that 
Courtier ; haau he fits in Scarlet] Did you but know how 
many Submiſſions, unworthy of his Rank, it has coft him; 
How many Afrants ; How often he has beſieged the Gates of 
Favourites, and run before the Coaches of diſdainful Princes; 
you would rather pity his Perſon, than envy his Fortune. 
In fine, Leander, you muſt take it as a Poſlulatum, that 
honourable Poſts are not entail'd on Merit; that many 
Perſons: well, furniſh'd for Employment, go out of the 
World as obſcurely as they came in, merely becauſe 
they will not make themſelves leſs to become greater, 
nor deſcend below the Level of a Gentleman to ob- 
tain a Patent of Peerage. You may learn by this, that 
Courtiers are Gens ſevituti nata, as well as the Romans 
in Tiberias Time. Though they maintain their Dig- 
nity with Haughtineſs and Empire, they purchaſe it 
with Condeſceniion and Submiſhon ; and that though 
they are proud to Exceſs, when their Babe/ is built, they 
are humble beyond Meaſure, when they provide Ma- 
terials to rear in. 

It's a ſuperfluous Piece of Labour to prove the Ne- 
ceſſity of Patience, the Matter is beyond Diſpute, and 
as clear as Experience and Fact can make it. You re- 
member the Anſwer an old French Courtier returned a 
Younger, who was very inquiſitive to know how he 
Mould behave himſelf at Yer/ailles, Receive, ſaid he, 
daily Injuries with Indifference, and pay Afronts with 
Thanks. You muſt practiſe this Leſſon, if you intend 
to thrive ; for, as 1 have told you, Merit and Reward 

o not always together: One would think ſome blind 
Deity influenced the Court, and that all things were 
managed by Hazard, or Partiality ; you will ſee a Man 
of Parts turn'd over to the Kitchen, and a Fop ſneak 
into the Bed-chamber ; a Man of Brains ſhall be dubb'd 
a Fool, and my Lord Litileavit call'd to the Council; 
one kick'd out of Play becauſe he is loyal, and an- 
other taken into Favour becauſe he is a Traitor; in 
fine, one ſhall make his Fortune at his firſt Appearance, 
and another ſhall ruin his by continual waiting, you 
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win not ſech Proceedings put the moſt maſculine Pa- 


tience to the Tiial? And muſt not his Humour be very 


paſſive or inſenſible, that has thus paſſed by without 
Regard ? This may be your Caſe, Sir; for although 
you plead Nobility, Breeding, and Deſerts, you wall 
founder, unleſs Recommendation, Favour, and Caprice 
alſo, help you forward. I omit perſonal Affronts with- 
out End, and Incivilities without Number; theſe Ra- 
gouts lie hard on a Gentleman's Stomach, and no- 
thing can carry 'em off but a tried Patience. 

Lean. Sceing Promotion goes ſo much upon theſe 
Virtues, what if I ſhould make a Turn into Finders, 
and take up my Winter- Quarters with the Capuchins? I 
fanſy their coarſe Habit and Fare wouk! tame Nature, 
and drudge all my Paſſions into Diſcipline and Obe- 
dience. 

Euſeb. You need not paſs the Sea for Abaſements, nor 
expoſe your Perſon to be conveyed to Dunkirk Priſone, 
to find Materials for Patience to work upon ; Occafions 
lodge under your own Roof, and you meet them daily 
at St. James s in the Anti-chamber : The Court reads 
Leſſons of Humility and Patience, as well as the Cen- 
went, and provides more frequent Opportunities for 
Practice: Opportunities, I ſay, able to make Saints, 
nay, Martyrs, did you but take the Pains to ſuffer 
like Chriftians, and not like the Damn'd, with all the 
Pangs of Blaſphemy and Defpair ; but by Miſapplica- 
tion you undergo all the Toil of Virtue, without taſting 
the Pleaſure; you graſp at Shadows, and hold nothing 
but Wind and Vapour. The Crols of the bad "Thief is 
your Lot in this World, and God ſend the Brimſtone 
of the rich Man be not your Inheritance in the next. 

Lean. J am but a Stranger to the Court, and have 
not made a full Diſcovery of the Country; however, 
I perceive Men paint, as well as Ladies, that the Out- 
fide has no Reſemblance with the Inſide, that when 
Joys flow on the Face, Grief, Rzge, and Deſpair often 
prey on the Heart, and that the Soul hangs on Racks, 
though the Body lies ſtretch'd on Down; when many 
Pretenſions meet in the ſame Point, Affections vary, 
and becauſe one carries of the Prize, twenty go away 
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with Diſappointment and Mortification ; and ſuch Oc- 
caſions offer themſelves ſo frequently, and they imprint 
ſo lively a Senſation, that Nature muſt fink under the 
Torment, unleſs an unuſual Indolence, or an extra- 
ordinary Patience ſupport it. So that I am of your 
Opinion, that Virtue is the beſt Qualification for a 
Courtier; this alone ſweetens the Viciſſitudes of bad 
Fortune, and allays the intoxicating Vapours of Good ; 
it keeps us in an equal Temper, and teaches us to gain 
by our Loſſes ; and though it permits us to be unhappy, 
at hinders us from being miſerable. But if you pleaſe, 
Sir, ſtand off no longer in Generals: Favour me with 
ſome particular Maxims, that immediately regard my 
Conduct. | 
Euſeb. Let your Pretenſions be Chriſtian, and your 
Meaſures juſt; leave not Conſcience for a genteel Em- 
ployment, nor charge through thick and thin for the 
fake of Money or Honour. To reſign Innocence for 
an Office, is to ſet too great a Value upon the one, and 
to under-rate the other. Start fair, and carry on the 
Conteſt with Generofity ; and never way-lay a Rival 
in the dark, nor trepan him by the unmanly Methods of 
Treachery, Calumny, or Detraction: Such a Conduct 
is as baſe as it's ſinful, and ſavours more of the Turk than 
of the Chriſtian; it's a Mark you fear more his Merit than 
755 rely on your own, and that you deſpair to carry the 
oſt, if you put the Succeſs to the Iſſue of Worth. Alexan- 
ger ſcorn d to ſteal a Victory by Surprize or Stratagem; 
he diſputed it with the Sword at Mid-day, and choſe ra- 
ther to hazard an Empire in the Sight of the Sun, than 
to ſubdue twenty in the dark: In fine, he would have 
Valour wear the Crown, not Cowardice ; and refuſed 
to be greater than Darius, unleſs he were alſo more de- 
ſerving. This was a noble Emulation, hazardous in- 
deed, but handſome : Here was nothing mean, nothing 
inſidious, but all Gallantry and Good-nature. Follow 
this Model, ſtrive to raiſe yourſelf by thoſe Means Ho- 
neſty dares own; take not one Step that looks like 
Undermining or Circumvention, and apply no Inſtrument 
that ſhines not true upon the Touchſtone of Honour 


and Conſcience. | 
II. 
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II. 


Keep your Pretenſions within Compaſs, ſuffer em not 


to mount too high; if you give Ambition the Reign, 
'twill carry you too far, and may let you down in a 
Precipice: Too much Sail overſets a Ship, the Canvas 
muſt be proportioned to the Veſfel : Some People's 
Parts are drawn leſs than others, they are not cal in 
the ſame Mould, their Capacities are not large enough 
to hold a great Preferment, and the very Attempt lays 
open their Inabilities, and demonſtrates their Temerity 
out- ſnoots their Prudence, and that their Strength bears 
no Proportion with their Preſumption; and when 2 
young Gentleman ſets out under ſuch a Diſadvantage, 
it's odds he'll founder before he comes to his Journey's 
End. The Boldneſs of the Enterprize will awake the 
Jealouſy of a hundred Pretendants; and when this 
Fury takes the Campaign, waited on by Power and 
Numbers, who can expect to go on with Succeſs, or 


even to retreat with Safety? One rallies your Wit, an- 


other your Judgment ; this Man falls upon your Cou- 


rage, that upon your Honeſty: Now when-ſo many draw 


ſuch a diſadvantageous Character of a Gentleman, the 
Draught will raiſe in a Prince ill, favour'd Impreſſions, 
and rather prompt to diſcard than to promote him; 
for Princes have all the ſpecific Weakneſſos of their Sub- 
jects, they are made up of the ſame Matter, and fallow 
the ſame Bias of Nature; they believe Evil of a Man 
rather than Good, and when they are well ſettled in 
their Opinion, there is no removing em. In a Word, 
who courts Preferment walks on . Ground : it's 
his Buſineſs to fence againft Rubs, and not to tempt 
People to croſs his Way, or to trip him up in the 
Career, 

Aim firſt at a lower Station, and let it ſuit with your 
Genius. I would not have a Man that can't count 
Twenty lay in for a Place in the Exchequer, nor an Te- 
noremus at his Pen for a Station in the Secretary's Office. 
Mr. . in Yorkforre, who never look'd over the Limits 
of the County, nor rode more Southward than Pomfrer, 
ſhould not ſue for Credentials to the French Court ; nor 
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Mr. L. who could never maſter A. in preſenti, for a 
Place in the Bench at Veſiminſter-hall. A Man that puts 
in for an Office ſo diſproportion'd to his Capacity is un- 
fit for any, and I would rather condemn him to with- 
draw twenty Miles from London, than perſuade him to 
ſhew his Face in Court. Conſult your Abilities ; and 
when you are got into a fit Poſt, exert your Spirits, 
and try to make the moſt of yourſelf; apply Care and 
Diligence, and ſtudy more your Maſter's Intereſt than 
your own. If you diſcharge your Duty with Satisfac- 
tion and Applauſe, you may look higher without Envy, 
for in ſuch Caſes People rather commend the Merit, 
than repine at the Succeſs ; eſpecially if the Advantage 

managed with Civility and Modcration ; but if you 
Jaunch out into Conceit and Arrogance, if you fly into 
Oftentation, and ſpurn at thoſe you leave behind, all 
as ſpoiled ; for all the Worth of Sir Themas Meore, or of 
a Boetius, will never protect Pride, nor fence Ill- nature; 
but when you make uſe of your Exaltation to oblige, 
when you look no bigger in the higheſt Station than 
in the loweſt, you ſtand ſecure, and will have, if not 
the Hand, at leaft the good Wiſhes of Hundreds to 


ſupport yau. | 
_—_ III. 


A middle Station is tlie beſt, becauſe the moſt ſecure; 
it diſtinguiſhes enough from the Crowd, it intitles to 
Reſpect, and allows Neceſſaries for Decency and Plea- 
ſure. Now methinks nothing is wanting to complete a 
Man's Happineſs thus furniſhed, but a Senſe of his Cir- 
cumſtances, 7. e. that he ſhines in his own Orb, though 
It be not the higheſt; that he is ſo far conſiderable, 
as to ſecure Repute ; that he is eafy at home, and fears 
no Storm from abroad; in fine, that he has enough, 

and cannot poſlibly enjoy all. | 
But the Miſchief is, we are of a ſoaring Humour, and 
in ſpite of Diſſuaſives will climb. ſo high till our Heads 
turn, and we leave our Brains on the Pavement. A 
Soldier is upon the Strain to be General, a Seaman to 
ride Admiral, a Lawyer and Parſon to fit at the Head 
of Juſtice and Religion, and a Courtier to be a Favourite. 
Lat Ceſar, aut nullus, is our Motto, all or nothing. Hack 
an 
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Man looks upon his ſingle ſelf as a Detachment from the 
main Body of Mankind, and the Proprietor of all that 
is Great and Pleafing; we are upon the Spur till we 
come to the Land End, i. e. the laſt Point of Prome- 
tion, Now what is all this but Covetouſneſs on the 
one hand, and Pride on the other? Two Paſſions never 
to be ſatisfied, and yet always obeyed. 

It's certain the Quality of Pri vadb is very conſider- 
able, and though it does not always command Eſteem, 
it calls for Reſpect; few Courtiers dare pretend for the 
Place, yet all wiſh for the Honour; and we are ſo kind 
to ourſelves, as to think a Prince's Affection as reaſon- 
ably placed on us as on our Neighbour ; and we fail 
not to blame his Choice, if it falls not upon our Perfon. 

Yet though the Title be in the general Efteem fo 
valuable, I adviſe you to quit all Pretenſions to the Fa- 
your; level your ExpeQation at a lower Mark, unleſs 
you intend to ftand on Record a fad Inſtance of the 
Inſtability of human Greatneſs; turn over the 'Tran- 
ſactions of paſt Ages, and you will find not one Favou- 
rite of a thouſand, whoſe End was not more amazing 
than his Greatnefs ; the ſame Princes that ſet them up, 
took Pleaſure in pulling them down, and were no leſs 
extravagant in their Cruelty, than in their Kindneſs. 
Amon looked down from the Top of his Glory upon 
his Fellow- ſubjects with Diſdain and Contempt; but 
this bright Sun ſet in a Cloud of Infamy, and turned 
his Rival's Envy into Compaſſion. Tiberius bore the 
Title of Emperor, Szjanus all the Power; the proud 
Senate bowed to his Statues, ſwore by his Fortune, and 
his Commands were as facred as the tuwekve Table : 
Yet when the Prince's Affections chopt into another 
Corner, this Co/o/us fell to the Ground, and buried all 
his Creatures under the Ruins of his Cataſtrophe. Our 
Garvejtons, Spencers, Wolſeys, &c. teach us by their Diſ- 
aſters, that the Favour of Princes is not Proof agaiult 
Misfortune; that it can arreſt a Favourite within the 
Precint of the Court, and draw him from the Bed- 
chamber to the Scaffold. I could fingle out forty more 
Inſtances of a freſher Date, and ſome domeftic too ; 
but theſe ſuffice to caution againſt too great Intimacy 
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with Sovereigns, which is ſeldom purchaſed without 
the Sale of Liberty, and never continued without Dan- 
ger of Body or Soul, and too often of both. 

The Reaſon is clear: For Firſt, as Princes often love 
without Cauſe, ſo they hate without Provocation ; they 
are led by Caprice, and ſwayed by Fancy, and by con- 
ſequence are only conſtant in Change. Fancy is 
never long-lived ; a Werd, a Look, a Surmiſe nips off 
the moit favourable Impreſſion, and turns the moſt 


charming Objects into a Monſter: Hences it comes 


that Men run from Dotage to Diſguſt in an Inſtant, 
and are as unable to give a 8 Acceunt of their 
Love as of their Averſion ; a mere je ne ſcay guoy kindles 
Kindneſs,” and a je ne ſcay guoy congeals it; to Day Free- 
dom pleaſes, to Morrow you muſt ſtand off in Reſpect 
and Reſeryedneſs. In fine, an Ephe/iton will have Em- 
ployment enough to carry an even Hand between the 
Emperor and Alexander, and to diſcharge the Duties of 
Familiarity without making too bold with Majeſty, for 
the ſame Man is both Friend and Prince. Now one 
muſt have a very metaphyſical Genius to ſeparate theſe 
two Relations ſo as to be free with the Friend, without 
coming too near the Monarch ; and yet too much on 
the one ſide, or too little on the other, ruins all. 
Secondly, not one of ten thouſand are qualified for 
ſuch a Pol ; be muſt have the Prudence of a Solomon, 
the Craft of an Achitophel, the Courage of a Cz/ar, the 
Moderation of a Fabricius, and beſides, the Felicity of 
S/la ; he muſt oblige all Men no leſs when he denies 
than when he confers a Favour, and take care to make 
no Enemies on the one fide, whilſt he makes Friends 
on the other; for Enmity is more clamorous and ac- 
ore than Friendſhip, and a ſuppoſed Injury ſinks deeper 
han a real Benefit. Am not I of the ſame Maſs with, 
T. Z. cries one? Why then ſhould he lord it over me? 
Where Natures are the ſame, Diſtinction of Privilege is 
unjuſt. Why is one Individual of the ſame kind 
ſtamped wk Honour, and the other with Infamy ? 


This Complaint firſt ſtarted in a Corner is banded from 
one to another, till it breaks Incloſure, and appears in 
public, and you may be ſure it receives ſome exaſperat- 
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ing Strokes in the Journey; and when People are 
warmed, Cabals and Contrivances follow, all the Miſ- 
carriages in Church and State are. put on the Favou- 
rite's Account. The very Tempeſts, Plagues, and Fa- 
mines, are clapped at his Door, and like the primitive 
Chriſtians, he is marked out as the public Nuiſance of 
Mankind. He ſets the Prince at variance with his Peo- 
ple; he obſtructs the Sittings of Parliaments ; abets Popery 


and arbitrary Government; and then his Majeſty is de- 


fired to remove T. L. from his Perſon and Counſel, to 
ſtrip him of his Titles, and to deliver him up to the 
13 of the Rabble. My Gentleman knocks off, and 
ike the Serpent, expeſes his Tail to ſave the Head; 
i, e. drops his Titles, Offices, and Greatneſs, and gives 
up his Favouriteſhip with all its Appurtenances to ſave 
his Skin; away packs he into the Country, leaving 
behind a thouſand Curſes upon the Court. The An- 
= of his Misfertunes puts him in the Wheel, and 
e always works upon his own Diſquiet ; pitied by 
ſome, and ſcorned by others, like Vipers, he lives on. 
his own Poiſon ; and though he wants Power to execute 
Miſchief, he has Malice enough to contrive it: So that 
he is made up of Impotence and Malice; and where 
thoſe diſconſolate Qualities are well blended, all other 
Ingredients of Miſery are ſuperfluous. This is the End 
of Favourites, and the moſt favourable they can expect, 
though not the moſt unfortunate they may fear; for 
alas! they are not always ſo happy as to receive 
ee No, no, they quit the Court to take up in a 
ungeon, and act the laſt Scene of their Lives upon a 
Scaffold ; nay, and it is a Favour too to change the 
Halter into a Hatchet. | 
Check therefore Ambition, and give it not too much 
Line; court rather what is handſome than great, and 
ſtudy more Convenience than Grandeur. Deſerve the 
firſt Place in your Prince's Eſteem, but let others rup 
away with his Affection; though you ſparkle leſs, your 
Value will be greater; to riſe to a moderate Station b 
mere Merit, is more noble than to poſſe ſs the nigbel 
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IV. 

Great Men need Supporters, and prudent Men wilt 
provide them ; Subſtantives are oat of Faſhion in Court, 
moſt walk there on Crutches, and few can even ſtand 
on their own Legs. Lay therefore in for Countenance ; 
without Stays the beſt built Fortune will tumble. How- 
ever, ſell not Favours by Inch of Candle; there is no 
depending on bought Friendſhip; when a Man has 
paid for his Preferment, he is not in your Debt, but 
owns the Obligation to his Attendance, Importunity, 


or Purſe; and though (to get a good Pennyworth) he 


may ſwear Fidelity, and offer his Service, be aſſured 
he will follow the Impulſe of Intereſt, and leave you in 
the Lurch upon Danger and Diſtreſs, | 1 
Beware of a Court Maxim: Provide for your Enemies, 
Friends wwill never flincgb. The Principle is neither con- 
formable to the Rules of Policy, nor Juſtice ; it cuts 
upon Good-nature and Gratitude, and has no Support 


but Practice. Shall a Man thrive by Roguery, and be 


the better for Villainy ? He has nooſed me into a Plot 


by Forgery and Subornation, and ſhall I ſtretch my 
Credit to ſwell his Fortune ? Perchance he has met his 
King in the Field, and promiſed to make him a glo- 
rious Prince by ſeizing his Towns, and fettering his 
Perſon,” and ſhall I perſuade his Majeſty to give him 
a White Staff for the Service ? In fine, he is dipped in 
Treafon, and over Head in Miſchief, and now muft 
be bought off, and incenſed by his Sovereign, as the 
Devil is by the Indians, that he may do no more Harm. 
Such a Conduct is an Invitation to Diſſoyalty and 
Treaſon; it encourages Vice, and plunges Virtue into 
Deſpair. Who will ſtand up for his Prince's juſt Prero- 

ative at the Expence of his Fortune, when he may 

aw upon it with Safety and Profit ? If Honeſty be 
required with Poverty, and Knavery with Wealth; if 
Loyalty go out at Elbows, and Treaſon 1 in 
Gold-lace, I fear Knights of the Poſt will multiply 
upon the Nation, and Round-heads may once more 
vie Numbers with Cavaliers, I would not outrage 
where I ſhould reward, nor reward where I ſhou 
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Lean. Spare me a Word, leſt I loſe the Opportunity 
of a Queſtion, Why may I not win an Enemy 

Euſeb. You mean, I ſuppoſe, buy a Friend? Becauſe 
wholoever deſerts his Party for Gain, will certainly re- 
turn when Intereſt calls upon him. If the Senſe of 
Duty and Conſcience are not able to reclaim a Delin- 
quent, will Title work a real Converſion ? No, no, 
Sir, thoſe Cattle fly in the Face of a Benefit, their Or- 
gans are ſo ill-ſhaped they cannot feel any thing that's 
generous and noble ; they always follow the loudeſt Cry, 
and tack about with the Wind of Intereſt : So long as 
you are too powerful to need Help, he ſhall ftand by 
you; but if you begin to retreat, he W Il fall upon the 
Rear, and charge your ſtraggling Forces through a 
thouſand Favours, It is a Paſtulatum among thoſe In- 
fidels, that it is worſe to ſink with a Friend, than to 
ſwim with an Enemy ; and therefore, like Rats before 
a Storm, they abandon a leaky Veſſel, and ſwim for 
Safety to the Shoar. To be ſhort, thoſe Men will ply 
down the Stream, and fide with Succeſs in Defiance 
of Juſtice; they will never croſs upon a prevailing 
Crime, nor oppoſe Miſchiefs carried on by Numbers; 
their Buſineſs is to ſtand, tho' their Friend or Prince 
falls, and to make a Fortune out of the Ruins of their 
Neighbours or Country. Keep therefore your Enemies 
low ; they will do no harm, when they are too weak 
to attempt it; their Impotence is your beſt Guard; 
Power in the Hands of a Mercenary is ill-placed, I 
had rather ſee an Enemy unable to do me a bad Turn, 
than in a Condition to do me a good one. 
Lean. At leaſt a Rebel or private Enemy may poſ- 
ſibly be obliged by Preferment, and it is certain .@ 
Friend vill venture a broken Head to reſcue his Honeſtly, and 
rather reſign his Eſtate than his Fidelity. 7 
| Euſeb, —— ht drawn out of Poſſibilities are not 
to be relied on, they plead for both fides, and by con- 
Tequence neither advantage nor prejudice either. An 
ill Man may be fee'd into your Intereſt, as well as 
Lawyers; but then as thoſe Gentlemen upon a fairer 
Proſpect of Gain fhift Sides, he may relapſe at the Ap- 


proach of Temptation, and fall into the old I 


i: 
| 
: 
[2 
n 
* 
15 
1 
1 


— — — 


230 4 SUPPLEMENT 5 the Firft Part 


of Ingratitude and Infidelity : Face therefore one Poſſi- 
bility with the other, and perchance you may conclude 
with me, it is ſafer truſting a Rogue in the Gaol, than 
on the Queen's Highway; indeed he may poſſibly ex- 
ct a Gentleman to eſcort his Perſon, but I believe it 
is more probable his Buſineſs is to ſecure a Purſe. 
Beſides, I am perſuaded it is not ſo very certain, that 
a Man who has fought away for his Prince, or his 
Friend, both Limbs and Eftate, will keep up to his 
former Principles of Loyalty and Generoſity, unleſs he 
receive a more comfortable Return of Acknowledgment 
than a cold God be avith you, or I am ſorry to ſee you in 
Jo drooping a Condition: For ſuch a Payment bears no 
Proportion with a loſt Leg, or a forteited Eſtate. He 
may very well expect you will be at the Expence of 
an oaken Supporter at leaſt, and that you will not 
condemn him to the Baſket for his Honeſty; and if 
IIl-nature baulks his ExpeQation, and he cannot make 
2 Penny of his Service, he may think of changing 
Maſters, and may reſolve to try if Vice be not better- 
patured than Virtue, and if Treaſon will not piece up 
an Eftate Loyalty has disjointed. For, Sir, give me 
leave to tell you, Neceſſity pinches, and often puts Men 
upon unwarrantable Courſes; Indigence works more 
upon People than Duty, and Generofity ſeldom bears 
up againſt Neglect and Contempt: You muſt ſome- 
times be at the Expence of a Cordial to keep up the 
Spirits, and enliven Reſolution ; for Stoiciſm is out of 
Faſhion; Men are not ſo conceited of Virtue, as to 
think it is its own Recompence, and that it is worth 
taking tke Field for the Service of his Prince, tho” he 
take up in Chel/ea-Hoſpital at his Return. | 
Indeed, tho a good Man be turned off here by his 
Prince without Regard, he will have Station and Hap- 
pineſs hereafter. But ſome Proviſion ſhould be made 
even in this World, both to reward and refreſh ſuffer. 
ing Virtue, otherwiſe it may give us the flip: For pre- 
ſent Service, People expect prefent Payment; and a 
ſmall Gratification in Hand, wins more than Millions 
m Reverſion. Endeavour therefore to raiſe thoſe that 
deſerve Promotion, and whoſe paſt Behaviour 3 
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ſwer for their future. But to grace thoſe with Title and 
Dignity, who deſerve not the Benefit of an Amneſty, 
is neither ſafe, generous, nor juſt, 

V 


Let your Actions keep touch with your Promiſes, 
and your Heart and Tongue ſpeak the ſame Language; 
to proffer a Gentleman Aſſiſtance, and not intend it, is 
baſe; and to deſign a Favour that lies out of your 
Reach, is foolih. O. P. had Credit at Court, and an 
honourable Poſt to ſupport it ; ſome gave him a world 
of Good-nature, others as much Vanity; and indeed 
the Queſtion lies yet undecided, whether he fteer'd by 
the one or the other. However, his Antichamber was 
the Rendezvous of Pretendants, and his Houſe was 
term'd the Sanctuary of younger Brothers. Leawe your 
Buſineſs to me (ſays he to one) it hall be done to your Sa- 


tifattion. Your Pretenſions (cries he to a Second) are 


moſt jaft, his Majeſly has too much Regard for Merit, to re- 


fuſe ſo reaſonable a Petition. My Gentlemen returned to 


their Lodgings on Cock-horſe, and began to think of a 
Fund for a glorious Equipage; ſome were already 
Knights in Imagination, and others Barons or Viſcounts. 
All were more happy with the very Expectation, than 
Fruition could have made em; for Fancy paints be- 
yond Life, and over-flouriſhes Obje&s ; thoſe Scenes it 
repreſents in the Brain, out-ſhine thoſe of Creation : 
In fine, Reality ſcarce ever patterns Imagination, and 
worldly Greatneſs charms more upon Report than Sight, 
Minuit præſcutia famam. 

But after all, their Expectation ended in Diſappoint- 
ment, and their Hope ſunk into Deſpair ; for after they 
had run through a long Courſe of Submiſſion and Atten- 
dance, they were diſmiſſed with a Gentlemen, I am ſorry 
my Labour has been unſucceſsful, unlook'd-for Accidents hawe 
craſſed my Deſigns, and your Fortunes, Thoſe poor Pre- 
tendants were forced to retire, and curſed their Patron's 
Impotence or Impoſture; they laſhed him ſeverely in 
the Coffee-houſe, and convinced the World he wanted 
either Sincerity, Credit, or Prudence. A Man ſhould 
keep his Promiſes within the' Compaſs of his Power, 
and rather promiſe too little than too much. There is 
Goodneſs, Greatneſs, and Pleaſure” in OI 2 
| en- 
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Gentleman on his way to Preferment ; but it's baſe to 
feed him with viſionary Hopes, and then to turn him off 
with a Compliment. He might have placed his Ad- 
dreſſes more ſucceſsfully, and managed both Time and 
Money more toAdvantage ; but being thus diſappointed, 
he remains without Friends, without Money, without 
Patience ; he has waited away the very Materials of his 
deſign'd Fabric, and has nothing to truſt to but a 
Muiket. Believe me, Sir, it's mortifying to fall ſhore 
of that which a Man affects with Eagerneſs ; the Miſ- 
fortune puts his Fancy into a Fever, it preys upon his 
Blood, boils up his Spirits, and flings him into Impa- 
tience ; it baulks his Hopes, cows his Courage, and 
makes the remaining Satisfaction of Life a Burden. 1 
am apt to believe the Gentleman meant well ; but cer- 
tainly he did ill, in tantalizing ſo long kis Clients: For 
the ſame Inſtant their Hopes ebbed, their Anger began 
to flow, and not one but thought himſelf to have juſt 
Provocation given him to impair his Credit, and to 
make him the Subject of their Choler and Scorn ; and 
indeed Men generally receive as little Kindneſs as they 
do, and find as few Friends as they deſerve. 

If you have Power, employ it to the Benefit of Me- 
rit and Quality; but be not too magnificent in your 
Promiſes, nor over-confident of Succeſs ; pretend not 
to inſure a Preferment, nor talk of Uncertainty till the 
'Thing be done. I would rather give a Gentleman too 
little — than too much, and diſpoſe him to fear 
the worſt, than to expect the beſt of the Enterprize : 
For thus he will receive a Baulk with leſs Surprize ; and 
if he ſucceeds, an Expectation will enhance the Value 
of the Favour. Tire not his Patience with tedious 
Put-offs, nor torture him between Hope and Fear; put 
him out of Pain ſo ſoon as you can, and let tim 
know what he has to traſt to: When Fortune is un- 
kind, it's a Satisfaction to know how far ſhe can af- 
front us; and a Man is in ſome meaſure happy, who 
ſees the laſt Extent of his 0 | 

Some People over-rate their Merit to ſuch a mon- 
ſtrous Height, that they preſs forward upon every Aps 
pearance of Profit, and fanſy they are rarely * 
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for every Place of Advantage of Honour that falls in 
the Court; and upon this Perſuaſion they beg hard 
for the Employment. Nothing is able to diſcourage 
them from the Purſuit, neither the Greatneſs of the 
Competitors, nor the Numder of their Rivals. Are 
they baulked, the next Day they return to the Charge ; 
they rally after the Defeat, and grow imperious and me- 
nacing upon a Denial; they will hector and ftorm their 
Prince out of the Privilege of placing his Favours where 
he thinks fit, and plague him into a Compliance : But 
if he yields not to their Imporcunity, they leave the 
Court in a Pet, and ſtrike in with a Faction. 

Firſt, he ſets up for a mighty Patriot, and pretends 
a great Concern for his Country; then he deſcants 
upon the Advantages of Liberty, and runs through all 
the Branches of Property ; in his way he has a Fling 
at the Prerogative; and ſets the Subject above the So- 
vereign. Theſe Diſcoveries work upon the Rabble, 
who conſtitute him Guardian of their Privileges; they 
give themſelves up to his Conduct, and for a Pledge 
of their blind Obedience preſent him with their Eyes 
and Underſtanding; he is the only Patriot in the Na- 
tion, he alone /lands in the Gap, and oppoſes arbitrary 
Defigns, and prerogative Innovations; the Atlas that 
ſuſtains Liberty, and defends Property againſt Court- 
encroachments : In fine, he is baptized the Proteſtant 
Peer, as if the Houſe of Lords were compoſed of Papifts 
or infidels, and all the Proteſtant Gentry of the Realm 
were ſhipped away for Barbadbes or New- England. 

Now has this Man more Zeal for his Country, or 
more Religion than his Neighbour ? Not at all: His 
Concern is Intereſt, and his Religion Maſk and Arti- 
fice ; his Vanity at Court exceeded his Force, and his 
Merit or Fortune kept not Pace with his Ambition ; the 
Wind blew in his Teeth, and now he tacks about, and 
makes for a Republic. Now theſe popular Men, theſe 
Men of Applaufe, have two-thirds of a Traitor ; and 
I take it fer a general Rule, that he is no good Subject 
who runs away with the Heart of the Vulgar, their In- 
tellectuals are too weak, or their Paſſions too ſtrong to 
diſtinguiſh Truth, 


But 
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But in Sincerity, though this Practice be ordinary, 
has it any thing of Reaſon or Chriſtianity? A pri- 
vate Gentleman ſhall place his Favours as he thinks 
beſt, and a King ſhall be barred with Freedom. Shall 
Privilege quite over-ſhade Prerogative ? And the Ser- 
vant be more abſolute than his Maſter ? Shall Autho- 
rity be a Minor, and Subjection be of Age? It is hard, 
methinks, that a King can't chooſe Servants as well as 
his Subjects, and that he ſhall be leſs becauſe he is 
greater. 

Beſides, the Apoſtle commands us to obey our Su- 
ow as God's Vicegerents, not only when they ſtroak 

ut when they ftrike us ; not only for Intereſt, but for 
Conſcience ſake. So that our Appealers to the People 
are not only bad Subjects, but worſe Chriſtians : They 
tranſgreſs the Laws of the Goſpel together with thoſe of 


the Land ; and although they keep off from human 


Jaſtice, they will ſcarcely withdraw from divine. 

Step not into thoſe Irregularities, though they are re- 
ceiv'd with the Applauſe of the Crowd, and huzza'd 
home with all the Pomp of a Roman Oration ; they are 
unjuſtißable before God, and ſober Men. Receive a 
Favour with Thanks, and bear a Repulſe with Patience. 
Though a Prince be unkind, you muſt not be unduti- 
ful; his Fgilures are no Cover for yours: An Abuſe of 
Power never juſtiſies 22 — 

Men aim at Happineſs in all their Purſuits, but ge- 
nerally chey miſtake the Means. Such a Place in Court, 
cries one, ſuch a Poſt in the Army, ſays another, fits 
my Temper to a Hair; put me into Hat, and I thall 
be more happy than a Monarch; I will for the future 
check my Defires, and forſwear wihing. This puts me 
in mind of the famous Dialogue between King Pyrrhus 
and his Favourite Cyneas: May I be ſo bold, Sir, ſaid the 
Philoſopher, as to aſt, what you pretend to in all your 
Enterprises? When will you end? Or do you know what 
vou au be at? 1 am now, replied the King, for the Conqueſt 
„ Italy, then to Sicily there is @ ſhort Cut, and Africa lies 
in my way home: When 1 have brought theſe Deſigns to 4 
happy Concluſſon, æue ll live merrily. But why, anſwer d Cyneas, 
vill you purchaſe at ſo wat an Expence of Money and Men a 
merry 


ww ww v2 RY »” ww M2” 


„ 


1 


1 


of the GENTLEMAN Iſtructed. 235 
merry Life, which you may buy at a cheaper Rate ? Stop your 
Defires, uſe what yeu poſſeſs, and the Buſineſs is done. 

A merry Life is the End of our Labour, as well as 
of this Pagan King ; and the Reaſon why ſo few Courtiers 
enjoy what they all fo paſſionately pant after, is becauſe 
they rather follow his Example, than the Philoſopher's 
Counſel. "Thoſe who wiſh for what they have not, for- 
feit the Enjoyment of what they have; when they 
defire eagerly, they hope too faſt, and are hared by 
Fear: Now a Man may as ſoon be eaſy on the Wheel, 
as happy between theſe two Paſſions. Put a juſt Term 
to your Wiſhes, and when you have touched it, make 
a Stand. It's both fickle and ſervile to over-look the 
Fortune before you, and long for that which is not in 
your Power. To ſay you will puſh for ſuch a Station, 
is to ſay you will be a Slave; that you will lay your 
Content at the Mercy of Hazard, and by conſequence 
be miſerable. If you give way to Nature, you will 
ſpend all your Time in Pretenſions, and leave not a 
Moment for Enjoyment. Happineſs only begins when 
Wiſhes end; and he that hankers after more, enjoys 
nothing. 

Beſides, Sir, it's ten to one that if our Deſires tower 
too high, we ſhall uſe foul Means, if fair will not raiſe 
us: For when Paſſion becomes clamorous and impor- 
tunate, the Whiſpers.of Reaſon are either not heard, or 
uot regarded. He who is bent upon a Thing, will have 
it witheut boggling at the Notions of Right or Wrong. 
Haman would bring Mardecheus upon his Knees, and 
becauſe he would not creep, he muſt hang; Revenge 
could find no Crime, but Calumny ſoon forged one. 
Now to riſe by Crimes, is to pay too dear for the Ele- 
vation ; ten thoyſand Pounds is the fixed Price of a 
Title. Why will you purchaſe one at the Price of Hea- 
ven ? In fine, Sir, all the Glory, all the Worth of the 
Univerſe, will not hold out to the Length of Pride and 
Covetouſneſs; and ſeeing they are too little to ſatiate 
our Deſires, they ſhould not, methinks, be big enough 
to provoke 'em. | 

I poſtpone Grandeur to Conſcience, and Time to 
Eternity ; Goodneſs is your Buſineſs, not Greatneſs ; 
you were made for Heaven, not for the Court ; let _ 
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be the End of all your Actions, and the Goſpel the 
Rule; Profit muſt not regulate your Conduct, but 
— 4 Perchance you may not thrive ſo well in this 
World, but you will fare better for it in the other; 
There, not Title, but Virtue makes the Diſtinction. A 
Thief, with true Repentance, will go from the Gal- 
lows into Abraham's Boſom, and a vicious Prince into 
Hell. In ſhort, let your Converſation be eaſy, your 
Temper ſweet, and your Piety unaffected. I will not 
overcharge you, continued Euſebius, with Precepts ; 
Time, Prudence, and Reflection, will ſupply the reſt. 
Lean. I return a thouſand Thanks for your Charity, 
and own myſelf indebted to Providence for the Fa- 
vour of this Conference. 'The Scales of Prejudice and 
Ignorance are fallen from my Eyes, and Things ap- 
pear in a clearer Light. I am convinced that all 
ſublunary Objects are thin, ſuperficial, and empty, and 
that nothing deſerves my Heart, but he that made it. 
Had our Yeſterday's Club been ſo fortunate, as to have 
enjoyed the Benefit of this Entertainment, I fanſy your 
Inſtruction might have awakened their Conſciences, and 
_ daſhed their. brutiſh Pleaſure with Gall and Vinegar, 
But alas ! poor Creatures, they walk in the Dark, and 
place their Affections at random; they never conſult 
Reaſon, but hate by Caprice, and love by Hazard. A 
dazling Surface runs away with the Underftanding, and 
commits a Rape upon the Will, and they will not un- 
derſtand that an eternal Puniſhment treads upon the 
Heels of a tranſitory Pleaſure. 
- > Leander ſpoke with ſuch an Emphaſis, that his Con- 
cern ſparkled in his Face. Fa/ebius embraced him with 
the Tenderneſs of a Father, and diſmiſſed him with 
this Farewel; Dear Sir, ſuffer me to end with our 
Bleſſed Saviour, you are healed, now fin no more, leſt God 
take you away in flagrante, and leave not a Moment be- 
tween the dene pot! e Puniſhment. 


8 80 


The Ex D of the SUPPLEMENT» 


A 


* GENTLEMAN Inſtructed 


In the True PRINCIPLES of 
0 
[RE LIGION; 
„ With a full Confutation of 
ET HE 13M 
AND 


LATITUDINARIANIS M. 


— __ 


THE SECOND PART. 


6 — 
— — 


Written for the 
Inſtruction of a Young NOBLEZMAx. 


[l 


LONDON. 
Printed in the Year u pbec lv. 


0 


[ 239 ] 


SHS 8 


S 


185 
| | 
| 
l 
THE 1 


ELI 


EpISTLE DEDICATORY 
0 26 


G E N T R V. 


GENTLEMEN, | | 
75 Make bold to ſue for a Third Audience, | 


£7 which I preſume you'll not refuſe me. I l 
have no Deſign either upon your Kitchen, | 
N or your Purſe; and will neither tempt 
your Charity, or importune your Libe- 
rality. I wait upon you to give, not to %; and | 
expect no Reward for my Preſent, but a civil Re- | 
ception. | 
Atheiſm, that grand Plague of the Living, and 
Torment of the Dead, rages in our Iſland: Now | 
being ſolicitous for your Safety, and apprehenſive f 
of your Danger, I humbly offer this Conference as 
| an 
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an Amulet againſt the Contagion ; though it prove 
not an infallible Remedy againſt the Evil, I am 
ſure it can do you no harm: And then it has 
Cheapneſs, a molt enticing Quality, to recommend 
it. The Diſeaſe is eaſily catched, and not eafily re- 
moved: So that a Preſervative is more reaſonable 
than a Reſtorative. 

Indeed thoſe People whoſe Buſineſs is confined to 
their Lodgings, who live out of Sight, and rather 
work than ſport themſelves down, are almoſt be- 
low the Danger. But you move in a more elevated 
Sphere, you are defigned for Commerce, and Con- 
verſation; your Occaſions draw you from Retire- 
ment, and your Diverſions call you into Com- 


any. 
. . when Infection becomes epidemical, Crowds 
grow more dangerous than Solitude; and it may be 
= that among a Multitude ſome carry the 

okens, and perhaps the Plague-ſores upon them. 
It's therefore extremely hard for Gentlemen, who 
are eternally infeſted with Squadrons of Spungers ; 
who are haunted by Paraſites, that muſt fawn to 
live; and generally diſcourſe more feelingly on the 
Excellency of a Ragout, than of God or Relivicn. 
I fay it's hard, in ſuch a Confluence, to eſcape the 
Breath of an Atheiſt, who by the Aſſiſtance of a 
voluble Tongue, and a good Forehead, is able to 
ſcatter the Diſtemper: And if it once faſtens on 
the Heart, it immediately poſts to the Head ; and 
when thoſe noble Parts have imbibed the Conta- 
gion, it's odds the Diſeaſe either carries you off, 
or at leaſt waits on you to the Grave. 

Beſides, Curioſity and Pleaſure invite you to the 
Play-howuje, from whence you adjourn to the Ta- 
vern, Now both theſe Places are infectious: There 
Atheiſm is brooded, hatch'd here; the Tenets arc 
jearnt in the Boxes, and practiſed at the next Ren- 

dezyous, 
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gezvous. When Virtue is laſhed on the Stage be- 
fore you, and Vice recommended: When you ſee 
Villanies carry off Applauſe, and Morality Confu- 
fion: When you hear Religion reviled, and the 
very Author of it blaſphemed by ſome, and ridi- 
culed by others; in Time neither will ſtand very 
fair in your Eſteem: You will be ſhrewdly tempted 
to think thoſe Things cannot be very ſerious, nor 
holy, when Men publicly make uſe of them for 
Subjects of Merriment and Profanation. 

But then when you ſtrike off from the Pit to 
the Eating-houſe, ſurrounded with a Tribe of 
Hangers-on, as flenderly provided of Religion as 
Money, what lewd Comments do theſe Rakes make 
on the Text ? How do they ſnarl at Providence, and 
glance upon the Divinity with an hundred Imuendo's, 
which muſt be ſtamped with Wit (ferſooth) becauſe 
they are profane? Now theſe Blaſphemies at a full 
Table, and over fuller Cups, when the Spirits are 
fluſhed and warm'd, 7. e. when Reaſon is fettered, 
and Senſuality let looſe, firſt meet with Applauſe, 
and then with Approbation; for certainly Men are 
never more diſpoſed to deny God, than whilſt they 
offend him; nor to take leave of Religion, than 
when they have loſt their Wits. 

Again, though we live in a degenerate Age, Re- 
ligion has not loſt all Reputation. A Man may go 
to Church without being gazed upon for a Mon- 
ſter, whilſt Atheiſm ſeems at leaſt to live under the 
Diſeſteem of the Public. Now to ſtrengthen their 
Party, Atheiſts have Gentlemen in their Eye: They 
hope for Safety under your Protection, and Credit 
too under the Wings of your Authority: Hence 
they employ an hundred little Artifices to juggle you 
out of your Faith, and to hare Nu into Religion. 
And indeed you have a mighty Influence over the 
Vulgar; they model their Judgment by yours; your 

Vol. I. M Averſion 
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Things of this, we ſhall firſt wiſh there were no 
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Averſion is the Standard of theirs, and what you 
approve, they dare not condemn, From you they 
take Faſhions, Breeding, and even Religion. So 
that I wonder not Atheiſts aim at you: Ihe Con- 
queſt of one Nelleman may be termed Legion; for 
his Surrender (like that of a Metropolis draws in the 
whole Province. 

Moreover, God has favour'd you with Eſau's 
Bleſſing; the Fat of the Land is Part of your In- 
heritance, and by conſequence Honours, Pleaſures, 
and Eſteem, the common Sequels of Abundance. 
You run ſmoothly before the Wind, and fail on 
with a proſperous Gale. Your Halæyon Days run 
through the whole Year ; Earth, Winds, and Men 
drudge for your Satisfaction and Intereſt. You 
confute Job's Sue, Aan is born to Labour; 
and demonſtrate, by Practice, that Sport is the pro- 
per Employment of Gentlemen. 

Now Proſperity is heady, it intoxicates, though 
it delights; and not only daſhes out the Memory 
of Things paſt, like the River Lethe, but (what is 
more ſtupendous) of thoſe that are to come. Men 
are ſo taken up with the Charms of the Preſent, 
that they have little Time, and a leſs Inclination to 
Caſt away a Thought on the Contemplation of the 
Future; they love not to withdraw their Eyes from 
the pleaſing Objects of this Life, to fix them on the 
ſcaring Proſpect of the other : And, without doubt, 
Gentlemen, who have Pleaſurcs before them, would 
bs as little diſpoſed to enjoy them, as Dionyſius the 
Tyrant, did they reflect what Torments ſtand be- 
hind them. . | 

When therefore Things glide on ſucceisfully 
Here, it's very natural to lay aſide all Concern of 
the Future: And if we judge the bad Things of an- 
other World thwart the Enjoyment of the good 
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ſuch Place; and then from wiſhing a Thing were 
not, to believe it is not, is but a very ſhort  raject, 
for the Will and the Judgment ſeldom diſagree; and 
if once you lop off the laſt Article of the Creed 
Vitam eternam, you muſt throw out the firſt, Credo 
in Deum. | 

Though Gentlemen lie open to theſe Tempta- 
tions, I do not ſay they are always overcome; ſome 
bear up with Courage againſt the Aſſault, and forced 
theſe lewd Suggeſtions to retire. I know Perſons 
of Quality, whoſe Virtues are more noble than their 
Blood ; Providence ſeems to have made them Great, 
that .they might appear more py Good. 
Like the Sun, they ſcatter their benign Influence 
on all below them; and thoſe they cannot warm 
with their Munificence, they enlighten with their 
Example, But however, the Event of War is 
doubtful, and the Danger certain : Where Tempta- 
tion reigns, there is no Place for Security; and 
therefore by the Laws of Prudence you are bound 
to take the beſt Precautions : You cannot be too 
fure, when Eternity lies at ſtake. 

[ preſent you with a Conference, in which you 
will fee the Latitudinarian nonpluj?, and the Atheiſt 
difarmed. You may eaſily defend yourſelves againft 
theſe Sects, with thoſe Weapons Euſalius overthrew 
their two Abettors, Ariovi/tus and Theomachius ; and 
if you will but take the Pains to balance the Light- 
nels of their Defence with the Weight of their Im- 
pudence, you will rather pity their Sillineſs, than 
apprehend their Reaſons. 
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* Offer io your Peruſal the Second Part »f 
7 the GENTLEMAN INSTRUCTED. Ji ig a 
Ms Treatiſe again/t Atheiſm, I hope it may be 
2 profitable; I am ſure it is ſeaſonable, It's 
time to prepare for a Defence, when the 
Enemy has gained the Walls. Then the Plague rages, 
and Death fits at every Door, it is time io think of an 
Amulet. In à public Danger, Nature commiſſions eve- 
ry Subject to fight fer his Prince and Country, Unul- 
quiſq; naturaliter eſt Miles. Duty arms us, and 
Allegiance enters our Names in the Muſter-rolls. 
God lies under the mot vile Circumſtances of Inſult ana 
Outrage. Libertines make bold with his moſt ſacred 
Attributes ; they burleſque his Mercy, lampoon his Ju- 
ice, and ridicule his Omnipotence, whilſt Atheiſts at- 
tack his very Being, and fly in the Face of his Divi- 
nity : And ſball a Chriſhan ſtand an idle Spectator at 
fa beld, ſo daring an Inſalence? For what were 


Tongues 
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Tongues made, but to ſpeak on ſuch provoking Occa- 


Fons © Silence is criminal, as well as Neutrality; and 
not to fland up in our Maker's Defence, when Atheiſts 
rifle his Majeſty, and rally upon his Ommipotence, is to 
band againſt him. 

Some perchance may fland up and tell me, that 
Treatiſes of this Nature are not calculated for our 
Meridian : That they may be uſeful to the wild Pata- 

ons f America, or the flupid Hotentots of the 

Gupe 1 but that Atheiſm is ſo great a Stranger to our 
Nation, that we are forced to fetch @ Word from 
Greece to 8 it. Mie are rather oppreſſed with 
the Light F a Deity, than want it. We walk in the 
Sum ſbine of Knowledge, not the Obſcurity of Igno- 
rance. And whilſt we tolerate all Religion, it is ridi- 
culous to ſuppoſe we have none. 

But under Favour, Gentlemen, we need not = to 
the Megalanian Streights, nor cut the burning Line to 
find an Atbeiſt. ale Monſters breed nigher Home ; 
they ſpawn on our Shoar ; they thrive in our Climate, 
and like the Egyptian Locuſis over-run the Country 
So that they are become an untverſal N- 2 to the 
Subject, and a Plague to the Keaim. Stupidity and 
Education may plead for poor American Atheiſts at 
God's Tribunal, but cannot for ours. Theſe are hatch'd 
in the Stews, and nurſed in the Play-houſe ; they take 
their Birth from Debauchery, and Growth from bare- 

faced Malice. They paſs through the whele Alphabet 
of Crimes, before they touch this Ne plus ultra of Im- 
prety. 

St. Auſtin complains theſe Vermin plagued his Age 
as they do ours; but yet they lay under Diſcipline, they 
walked abroad incognito, and ſculked under Di 
guiſe : Ideo dixit in corde ſuo non eſt Deus, quia 
hoc nemo audet dicere; etiam fi fuerit, auſus co- 
gitare. But now the Scene is ſhifted ; Atheiſm ſtands 
no more on Reſerveaneſs; it ſcorns to lie under the 
Reproach of Reſtraint, A. the Shame of Conſinement; 

3 it 


246 Preface to the Reader. 


it has laid down the Vizard, and appears in public, nt 
enly without Fear, but cen with Impudence. Other 
Vices retire into Darkneſs and Solitude; like Bats, or 
. Screech-owls, they range in the Night : But Atheiſm 
braves it at Noon-day ; and fo is turned into a Mid- 
day Devil, Dæmonium Meridianum. 

It has removed its Lodgings from the Stews and 
Bagnis's, and other public Scenes of Lewdneſs, to the 
Court, It has wheedled into its Party uct only the 
Rakes, but the Poets alſo, who, like Slaves at the Oar, 
drudge for the Cauſe : They rhime dawn Piety, and 
then laugh Religion cut of Countenance, to turn it out 
of Doors. They draw in all the Succours imaginable, 
but Reaſon and 2 fo that one would think they 
intended a general Invaſion upon Religion, and reſolve 
to force Morality into an Abdication. | 
In King David's Reign an Atheſt made a poor Fi- 
gure ; he was content to wear the Cap aud Bauble ; 
his Ambition locked no higher than the Pot of Scara- 
mouch, dicit inſipiens in Corde ſuo non eſt Deus. 
And indeed all Mankind, tegether with the Royal Pro- 
phet, vated him the Station: But it ſcems we have 
learnt new Notions of Mit and Ii iſdum, ſince the De- 
ceaſe of our Anceſtors. What went in thur Days for 
$tuptdity and Folly, by the Hocus Pocus of a new Cre- 
ation, ſlarts up Ingenuity and Reaſon in ours. The 
moſt dull Creature that dares diſoum his Maker 1s 
dubbed a Virtuoſo, and without any other Trial of his 
Abilities commences Doctor in the Academy of Rakes : 
For theſe Men having now uſurped the Bench, they 
fit upon Wit, Breeding, and Religion; ther Fudgment 
is the Standard of Senſe, and Scale of Nobility : So 
that whoever dares but defy God without Kemorſe, 
without Shame, is a ſhrewd Man, a Perſon of Parts, 
and a Gentleman without the Help of Heraldry, a 
Peer without the King's Patent ; nay, he is every Thing 
but a Man, 


1 


«hee 1 n 


2 
* 
; 
by 
6 
7 
+ 
+ 
— 
* 
25 
* 
% 


Preface to the Reader, 247 


I wonder what they drive at ; if they deſign to ſpread 
a Varniſh en the Face of Vice, to turn Lewaneſs into 
Virtue, and Brutality into Diverſion; their Plat is 
well laid, their Meaſures are jujt, and Succeſs mu? 
crown their Endeauours : For if God be daſhed out of 
the Creed, Morality will ſoon abandon our Actions. 
Man Twill ſtand on ee Ground with Beaſts; Rea- 
fom will vaniſh into Senſe, and fo we ſhall full below 
the Level of our own Species. Power will decide 
Right, Imtereft will define Honeſty, and Revenge pro- 
nounce pen Henour ; and then, like diſmantled T mwns, 
wwe fail lie open to all the Tnroads of Inſolence, and to 
all the Aſſaults of Vice. Is nat this a fine Method to 
cut off all the Lines of Communication between Man 
and Mane? To throw all Government off of the 
Hinges? To drown Order in a Sea of Cionfuſien ? To 
trick the Nation with thieving Arahians, and to let 
irrfe upon our Bodies an Army of bloody Tartars ? 

And indeed our Aiheifts have Reajon to crow ; their 
Trick has taken to Admiration. Debauchery ſpreads [5 
faſt, that the Infeftion is become epidemical, it is above 
Expreſſion ; Ged ſend it be nit alſo paſt Cure] One 
world think Circe had ſhipped her magical Potions hi- 
ther, Transformations are js ordinary; aud what raiſes 
my Suſpiciom is, becauſe they ail end in the Beaſt, and 
maſt in the Swine. 

It is hard to aſſign the genuine Cauſe of this extra- 
vagant and unreaſonable Vice. One told me, he was 
Opinion that our Natives had wafted it hither from 
the Indies, and that theſe Barbarians had bartered 
their Infidelity for eur Engliſh Mare. Certainly our 
Seamen carry abroad a ſmall Cargo of Religion, and 
a leſs of Conſcience; both are a troubleſome kind of 
Lading, and of no Debate. Ile muſt not wonder then, 
if a Crew flenderly provided of both, liſe ſome Grains 
in the Traje?, and more in thoſe Regions where they 
fee none, The African Infidelity may tincture their 
Hearts, as the African Sun tans their Faces; and 
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then at thur Return, they may unlade the r of 


Guinea with its Gold. Though theſe apoſtate Mari- 
ners may fling the Infection among the Mob, they can- 
not reach thoſe who move in a higher Sphere: But 
Stains lie too far out of fight, to influence the Nobi- 
lity ; they are Creatures of too ſmall a Size to ſet up a 
Faſhion, too deſpicable to deſerve Imitation, 
It is certain nothing has contributed more to the In- 
provement of Atheiſm than the Liberty of the Prefs ; 
lite Pandora's Box, it has poured out all.the Plagues of 
Schiſm, that for theſe hundred Years have plagued the 
Nation : They ſwarm in every Corner, and are become 
both a Drudge and Grievance. Like Toad-ſtools, they 
flart up in a Night ; and what wander? Nature hud- 
dles up in a Moment thoſe Inſefts that ſpring from 
Stench, and feed on Corruption : They are 2 the moſl 
part abortive Embrio's, without Shape, without Figure, 
but not without Poiſon, 
. The Proj however is now a Branch of our Proper- 
ty, and a Part of our darling Liberty; we think our- 
ſelves fettered, unleſs we have the Freedom to ſnarl at 


the Prerogative, to vomit Blaſphemies again/t God, and 


ta revile Religion and Morality; and then that our 
Crimes may be immortal, and infect future Ages, as 
well as the preſent, they muſt appear in Print, to out- 
face Modęſiy, and flare Virtue, Religion, and Obedi- 
ence, out of Countenance. Certainly theſe People fanſy 
Ignorance and Wickedneſs are charming Yualifica- 
tions, why elſe do they take ſuch Pains to fland Fools and 
Debauchees upon Record | 
Alas ! their Deſign looks another Way ; would they 
content themſelves with the Honour of Fools or De- 
bauchees, we would let them carry off” the Prize; but 
they level at Piety, they ſlrike at Religion, and aim by 
Refleftion at the Almighty : And that their Train may 
take, and their Poiſon work with Efficacy, it is gilt 
over with ſoft Language, fwimming Eæpreſſions, chim- 
ing Period; i. e. they blend Poiſon with Poiſon, to 
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make the Potion ſtronger. Smut and Baudery are ful- 


ome Oljects in their own Dreſs, they rather work upon 
the Stomach than the Mill, and are fitter for Scavengers 
than Gentlemen : When a little Art caſts a Blanch over 
their Foulneſs, and vails their Deformity, they enchant |. 
Senſe, and ſtupify Reaſon ; the Monſter witharaws, 
and the Sound affefts the Ear, whilſt the Object lays 
hold of the Heart. Indeed ſome fland upen no Cerems- 
ny; they draw the Statues of ſcandalous Amours, not in 
Buſto, but at length, without a Fig-leaf to cover their 
Nakedneſs : They appear under hapes, and in all 
Paſtures, but thoſe of Decency. Mhat Virtue can fland 
out againſt ſuch murdering Engines? Theſe Objects 
make [nroads upon the Fancy, they fire the Blood, and 
put the Humours in an Uprear ; they fit the Reader for 
any Villany, and what is worſe, point out the Occaſion. 
Nay, our Authors ſtand not in Univerſals, they deſcend 
in Particulars : They difſeft Brutality, and expoſe Ana- 
tomy to View and Contemplation 3 which is a ſhrewd 
Argument their Writings are only Copies, and that the 
Actions are the true Originals. | : 

In a Ward, the whole Fry of our modern Pam- 
phleteers ſeems to have conſpired againſt Virtue and 
Godlineſs ; they canonize Vice, and deify Uncleanneſs ; 
and by this Means they have run doton Sobriety, and ſet 
up Incontinence ; they. have brought Libertimſm into 
Credit, and Morality into Contempt; and Things are 
come to ſuch a Condition, that Conſcience lies under all 
the Dreads 4 Reproach, and Apprebenſions of Infamy. 

Now when the Agenda of Religion are laid aſide, 
the Credenda will foon be diſmiſſed, as uſeleſs and cum- 
berſome. A Man that has but the Boldneſs to charge 
through all the Terrors of the World, in good Time will 
laugh at them; and then becauſe God takes not off Sin- 
ners in Flagrante, but leaves ſome Years between the 
Crime and the Puniſhment, he will be apt enough to 
conclude he is a mere Bugbear of our own Creation. Ta 
be ſhort, the Preſs has not only effeminaied the Mind, 
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but unprincipled the Underſtanding, and therefore fitted 
us for all Diſſolution, Man without Principle is a 
Creature without Ręſtraint; he is all Senſe, all Appe- 
tite, all Beaſt, and, in fine, all Monſter. 

Now to put a Stop to this growing Vogue of Atheiſm, 
T have publiſhed theſe Conferences; in which the Atheiſt 
will ſee the Weakneſs of his Principles diſcovered, and 
I be be not converted, I am ſure he will be confounded. 
4 defire theſe Nullifidians to read this Book without Pre- 
Poſſeſſion, without Bias : the Subject is bath ſerious and 
important, and thggefore deſerves unprejudiced Res 
fleftions, 
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DIALOGUE I. 


Hoto Theomachus became an Atheiſt, ſet down as a 
Caution for all young Gentlemen. | 


FH next Morning Neander took Coach, 
| =O and drove — wn Euſebius's Lodgings. 
A P 18 He walked up Stairs, and found his 
. * Friend in his Cloſet. Good Morrow, 
SED 2 ſaid Neander, laſt Night I brought you 

WES the Challenge, and now I am come to 
carry you to your Antagoniſt. I hear he is ſtrangely 
fluſned up with Hopes of Victory, and has called in 
ſome Friends to be Spectators of his Triumph. ; 

Euyſeb. Atheiſts, like young Narciſſuss, dote on their 
own Abilities; and becauſe they are more proud than 
we; they very wiſely conclude they are more witty. 
But, Neander, thoſe who talk moſt, do not always 
talk beſt. Speaking and Reaſoning are not always 
of the ſame Side; that lies within the Verge of a 
Fool, and this is the Prerogative vi a wiſe Man. 
But pray why ſo early this Morning? Atheiſts . 
and Libertines are now in their fil Sleep; they 
are 
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are perfect Sybarites, and never open their Curtains till 
the Sun has drove over the Meridian : So that they live 
no leſs extravagantly than they believe: Their Actions 
croſs upon Nature, as well as their Faith on Reaſon. 
But indeed we muſt fling in ſome Grains of Allowance ; 
for whereas other Men ſleep to refreſh Nature, Atheiſts 
ſleep to work out a Debauch. And as they drink poor 
Reaſon aſleep, ſo they ſleep it awake; and this Ope- 
ration requires Time. I have read that the Morning 
Heats are admirable for Tranſpiration ; they ſupply 
the Place of a Bagnio, and ſpare both Expence and 
Trouble. 

Nean. An Atheiſt cannot croſs your Way, but you 
are preſently on the Spur, you make at him with full 
Speed, and ſeldom leave the Chace till you are both 
Tun down : Have you forgot, that Lowe your Neighbour 
as yourſelf, takes in both Inficels and Atheiſts too? And 
that whoſoever is of your Species, comes within the Pale 
of the Precept. 

Euſeb. I love their Perſons, but cannot be reconcile d 
to their Principles ; I could heartily pity 'em, had they 
one Grain of Compaſſion for themſelves ; but they are 
a Race of Men that neither defire Pity, nor deſerve it; 
they walk on the very Brink of a Precipice, and (tho' 
they know the Danger) ſhut their Eyes, that they may 
not ſee it, as if they placed their Happineſs in their 
Ruin. In fine, Neander, they ſhall have my Prayers, 
if not my Eſteem. But, à propos, May I not know my 
Antagoniſt's Name? I forgot this Query at our lail 
Meeting. 

Mean. And really I forgot to acquaint you: He is called 
heomachus ; he is ity. great Requeſt, and ſpeaks well, 
though he believes ill. 

Eujeb. Theomachus ! | 

Nean. Why, have you any Acquaintance with the 
Gentleman ? 

Euſeb. IJ never cxchanged a Werd with him in my 
Life: But a Man muſt have led the Life of a mere Re- 
cluſe, not to have heard of Theomachus: He has been 
the Town-diſcourſe theſe thirty Years ; and never Man 
has been more praiſed, nor more blamed than he. I 
| 3 - have 
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have heard a thouſand Panegyrics of his Youth, and as 
many Satires of his old Age, that leaves no Place for 
Invective, nor this for Excuſe : For as I have been cre- 
dibly informed, in his tender Years he practiſed all 
Virtues, and fince he began to decline, has plunged 
himſelf into all Vices: He bas not only debauched 
himſelf almoſt out of his Eſtate, but gon out of his 
Religion; he turned off Chriſtianity for Libertiniſm, 
and from hence ſtept into Atheiſm ; ſo that, like Lucifer, 
from an Angel of Light, he is metamorphoſed into a 
Spirit of Darkneſs, and has improved the Contempt 
of his Creator into open Rebellion ; nay, he reads 
Lectures of Atheiſm to others, and ſo ſpreads the In- 
fection, and makes his own Diſeaſe incurable ; for if the 
Allurements of Pleaſure are ſo. bewitching as to perſuade 
a Man, in ſpite of Reaſon, to live an Atheiſt, Ho- 
nour will puſh the Illuſion farther, and invite him 
to die one. I am ſenfible enough that we are more 
prone to cenſure our Neighbour's Vices, than to take 
notice of his. Virtues : Invectives flow more. eaſily from. 
us than Panegyrics; and therefore I thought myſelf 
obliged to ſuſpend my Judgment of Theomachus, till I 
found ſome better Evidence than popular Reports, 
which oftentimes owe. their Being to Miſtake or Envy, 
and their Growth to a talkative Humour ; and indeed 
I fell by chance into the Company of one of his 
Friends, who gave me full Satisfaction: His Life has 
ſomething of the Romance, but more of the Tragedy; 
'tis fitter to grieve than to divert us, and to melt us 
into Tears than into Laughter. 'Time does not preſs; 
I will, if you pleaſe, run over the chief Circumſtances ; 
though the Narrative be not diverting, I am ſure it 
will be inſtructive : You will learn, by his ſad Fall, 
that Man can find no ſure Footing here; that Virtue 
lies within the Reach of Temptation, and cannot only 
be aſſaulted, but overcome. 

Nean. Pray, Sir, favour me with the Relation ; In- 
ſtruction is never uuſeaſonable, 'tis ſometimes neceſſary, 
eſpecially to young Men, whoſe Nature bends more 
willingly to what is pleaſant, than what is lawful, and 
who rather ſpur on their Paſſions than curb em 2 

es, 
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ſides, Ignorance waits on Youth, as well as Preſump- 
tion; That hides the Danger, This provokes it; but 
both betray us. Pray begin, 

Euſeb. Tis a kind of Poſftulatum in Spirituality, that 
Men end as they begin, and die as they live: And in- 
deed Experience teaches, as well as Scripture, that the 
laſt Act of our Lives is but a Copy of the firſt. Virtue 
" Planted in the Spring of Youth, thrives to Admiration ; 
it flows in the very Winter of Age, it blooms in the Grave, 
and breathes forth Perfumes when our Bodies exhale 
Infection. Now if an early Virtue caſt its Roots fo 
low, that the Blaſts of impetuous Paſſions are not able 
to ſhake it, Vice certainly will be more laſting; this is 
the Product of our own Soil; like poiſonous Weeds, it 

ows without planting, and in Proceſs of Time winds 
and twiſts itſelf with our very Nature; it finks into our 
Bones, and not only conveys the Infection through all 
the Humours of the Body, but corrupts the very Facul- 
ties of the Soul ; fo that like chronical Diſtempers, it 
accompanies us to our Coffins, it ſleeps with us in the 
Grave, and burns with us in Hell. 

Though this Rule be univerſal, it admits of ſome 
Exceptions ; who court Sin in their Youth, ſometimes 
deteſt it in their declining Years; and thoſe who 
quench the unlawful Heats of Lewdneſs in the very 
Summer of their Lives, are conſumed by 'em in the 
Autumn of their Age; even then, like Mount Gibel, 
they are Snow without, and Fire within: And this Pro- 
vidence permits, that the Saint may not preſume, nor 
the Sinner deſpair. St. Paul was a Perſecutor, before 
he became an Apoſtle. He made a Martyr in Feru/a/er, 
before he ſuffered Martyrdom at Rome ; and only pro- 
pagated Chriſtianity, when firſt he conſpired its Ruin. 
What could be more promiſing, than the Beginning of 
unfortunate Judas? He received Power over Devils, 
as well as over Diſeaſes; and commanded Nature, 
whilſt he obeyed his Maſter : But when Avarice preyed 
upon his Innocence, Treaſon broke in upon his Loyalty, 
and Deſpair put an End to his Life, to begin the ever- 
laſting Puniſhment of his Offences. But we need not 
run ſo far back into Antiquity for ſuch Examples ; our 
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Age can leave at leaſt one Preſident to Poſterity, in the 
Perſon of the unfortunate T heomachus. 

This Gentleman ſeem'd born under fo happy a Con- 
ſtellation, that all Things conſpired to make him aSaint. 
At the Age of Twelve he had the Prudence of a Man of 
Twenty, an Air of Gravity ran through all his Actions, 
ſo that he had nothing of the Child, but Age and In- 
nocence. The Seeds of a pious Education ſown in a 
Soil ſo grateful, could not chooſe but improve almoſt to 
a Miracle: And indeed, jo ſoon as he heard to what 
End he was created, together with the dread Myfteries 
of the Chriſtian Religion; that the Virtues of the Juſt 
would be rewarded with an Eternity of Joys, and the 
Sins of the Impious with an Eternity of Torments ; he 
never balanced on the Choice, but reſolved to ſquare 
his Life by the Rule of the Goſpel, and to poſtpone all 
the Advantages of Time to thoſe of Eternity. 

His Conduct was an Argument that his Reſolution 
neither flowed from Childiſhneſs, nor Ignorance ; he 
labour'd to put it in Execution with the ſame Eagerneſs 
he made it, and he told his Tutor one Day, that to de- 


fer the Execution of a 2 Purpoſe, and to break it, 


was the ſame Thing; that a bad Action ſhould never 
be done, nor a good one ever omitted. He began firſt 
to model his Paſſions, and puniſh'd 'em like Traitors, 
before they were able to rebel: He taught em to obey 
betimes, that they might never pretend to Sovereignty, 
and refuſed them all Things to baulk their Importu- 
nities ; ſo that when he made his firſt Appearance in 
the World, and enter'd upon Converſation, he drew all 
Mens Eyes and Admiration upon him : He ſeem'd caſt 
in quite a different Mould than other Men, and wholly 
exempt from the common Curſe of Mankind ; he fear'd 
thoſe Things which others hepe for, and ran from thoſe 
vain Amuſements they purſue : He placed his Wealth 
in the Purchaſe of Virtue, not of Land, and deſpiſed 
all Honour, but that which fuits with a Chriſtian : He 
looked upon his Eſtate as a Property of the Poor, and 
therefore return'd the Overplus as a Debt, rather than 
as a Benevolence; and when once a Relation defired 
him to ſhape his Charity by the Rule of — = 

on 
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Neighbour's Want, reply'd Theomachus, is the Standard 
of my Alms, and I had rather drive my Liberality too 
far than too ſhort. He never withdrew from thoſe Di- 
verſions that recreate the Body without endangering the 
Soul ; but then he could not be won to countenance a 
Debauch : And although this Nicety often expoſed him 
to the Scoffs of Raillery of thoſe young Blades, that 
rated Pleaſure above their Duty, yet he neither deteſted 
their Malice, nor pitied their Folly, and valued his 
Innocence above their Favour. We live (ſaid he, one 
Day) in a ſtrange Age, and as ſtrange a Kingdom ; we 
profeſs a Reformation in Religion, and a Corruption 
of Manners: We believe what Chriſt revealed, and 
bluſh to practiſe what he taught: His Religion is 
Alamage, and his Precepts of Morality out of Faſhion, 
Jurely we pretend to juſtify the Lewdneſs of our Actions 
by the Holineſs of our Religion, as if true Faith were 
a Warrant for Immorality. Cannot a Man be well 
bred, unleſs he lives ill? Nor condeſcending, unleſs he 
gives up his Title to Heaven ? Can nothing oblige a 
Companion, but my Damnation? Nothing intitle me to 
good Behaviour, but Impiety ?\ This is certainly to con- 
ound Ideas, to ſettle falſe Notions, and: to banter 
Thirgs out of their Natare, 

You may eafily imagine ſuch LeQures of Morality 
were unpalatable to thoſe young Sparks, who fix their 
Eyes and Thoughts only upon the preſent. They took 
the Alarm, and immediately cried out, Gentlemen, to your 
Arms. Young Theomachus, ſays one, is vaſtly pretend- 
ing ; he ſets up for a Preacher without holy Orders, 
and enters upon the Miniſtry without Licence. Nay, 
replies another, he joins Inſult to. Outrage ; firſt, by 
zmpeaching our Conduct; and ſecondly, by making 
Inroads in our Prerogative. Tis a Gentleman's Privi- 
lege to fin without Reproof, as well as without Scruple ; 
and whoſoever adviſes us of our Duty, tranſgreſſes his 
own. We ſhall be cloy'd with Homilies, unleſs we 
cool his Zeal, and ſweeten his moroſe Complexion. 
I am not, ſays a third, for being always upon the De- 
fenſive; we muſt make a Diverſion, and carry the War 
into his own Dominions. His Virtue, I ſuppoſe, is not im- 

pregnable ; 
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pregnable; it may either be maſtered by Force, or 


ſeized on by Surprize ; and if our Enterprize ſucceed, 
we ſhall gain a Proſelyte, and loſe a Cenſor. The 
Counſel was received with Applauſe, and preſently they 
fell to work; they attacked his Reaſon with Wine, 
and his Chaſtity with Women. But Theomachus vented 
their Mines before they took fire, and ſo covered his 
Adverſaries with Confuſion, and himſelf with Glory. 
Nay, he painted the Foulneſs of the Attempt in ſo 
lively Colours, that he brought over ſome to a better 
Life; and even thoſe he could not perſuade to repent, 
he taught to bluſh: And now he had obtained ſuch a 
Superiority, that all thoſe Hectors who could not love 
him, were forced to eſteem him. His veryPreſence bridled 
their Paſſions, and kept them within the Bounds of 
Decency ; and though he could not controul their 
Thoughts, he was abſolute Maſter of their Actions. 

Theomachus ran on in this holy Courſe till the thir- 
tieth Year of his Age, reſpected by Men, and precious 
in the Sight of God. Never Man bid fairer for Perſe- 
verance than he ; he had pur his Paſſions under ſuch 
ſevere Diſcipline, that they ſeemed rather dead than 
mortified ; they had obeyed ſo long, that they loſt al- 
moſt all Defire to command : He lay under the Vio- 
lence of no ill Habits, no criminal Engagements ; in 
fine, he judged himſelf ſecure, when he was within an- 
Ace of his Ruin. 

His Siſter, affianced to a young Gentleman, invited 
him to her Wedding; ſhe preſſed the Invitation with 
that Earneſtneſs, Theomachus foreſaw ſhe would not re- 
turn with a Denial: He made, notwithſtanding ſome 
Reſiſtance, and carried on his Excuſes beyond the 
Laws of Civility; for he knew that Meetings devoted 
to Merriment, are often profaned with Lewdneſs; or 
ar leaſt that Temptation crowds in with Youth and 
Gallantry ; yet at length Importunity overcame his 
Conſtancy, and this Piece of innocent Condeſcendence 
firſt threw him upon Temptation, and then tumbled 
him into the Precipice of Libertiniſm and Atheiſm. 

Some of his Relations, Men of a gay Temper, were 
grown out of Conceit with his Moderation and Re- 
ſervedneſs, 
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ſervedneſs, and therefore reſolved either to bend his 
Virtue, or to break it. They hire a Woman, fair as a 
Helen, but lewd as a Meſaline; ſhe was one of thoſe 
who proſtitute their Honour for a fine Equipage, and 
firſt prey on young Gentlemens Hearts, and then on 
their Eſtates. She was handſomely ſet out for the Em- 
ployment, and well verſed in all the little Arts of 
Wheedling ; nothing could be more engaging than her 
Converſation, her Humour was pleaſant, and yet re- 
ſerved : So that thoſe that aid not knew her, would 
have taken her for a Veſtal: She was well inſtructed in 
her Part, and promiſed to act it to the Life: Nor did 
ſhe fail in the Execution. 

Theomachus, on the Day appointed, repaired to his 
Siſter's Lodgings, where he was received with open 
Arms; every one gave him the welcome, but they 
ſcrewed up Civility even to Affectation, who had laid 
the Train to blow up his Virtue: And now the deceit- 
ful Syren I ſpoke of began to enter on the Stage. She 
continually placed herſelf before him, and took him 
out to dance a Minuet; the found Occaſion to enter- 
tain him, and ſometimes in private. Theomachus was 
firſt charmed with her Converſation, then he ſought it, 
and, in fine, he found an Uneaſineſs when he was out 
of her Company; in a word, his Paſſion made ſuch 
Progreſs in the Space of two Hours, that he was ſcarce 
able to maſter it : This Baſiliſk had ſhot the Poiſon 
through his Eyes to his Heart, and its Operation was ſo 
quick, that the peſtilential Flame almoſt conſumed 
him before he well knew the Cauſe of ſo ſtrange an Al- 
teration ; he bluſh'd within himſelf to ſubmit, at the 
Age of thirty, to a Paſſion he had conquer'd at twenty, 
and concluded that Magic had a greater Hand in his 
Overthrow than Nature: But 'tis a Folly to impute to 
Philtrums and Incantations thoſe Effects which ſprirg 
from ourſelves, and riſe out of our own Corruption, 
He endeavoured to pen up his Paſſion within his own 
Breaſt, and fear'd it ſhould take Air; but Love is a 
Flame that cannot be confined, it breaks out in ſpite of 
Oppoſition, and works its way through all the Marks 
of Diſſimulation. A certain Gloomineſs fat - his 
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Face, Chearfulneſs gave place to Melancholy; he ſhew'd 
an Uneaſineſs in Company, and a Diſſatisſaction in 
Solitude; all wonder'd at the ſudden Alteration, but 
nobody more than himſelf. Some called the Diſtemper 
a Fever, others a Weakneſs; but all miſled in their 
Conjectures, beſides the Viper that ſhot the Poiſon, and 
the unfortunate Gentleman that receiv'd it. 

T heomachus pretended Sickneſs, and ſo withdrew to 
bis Lodgings ; but he trail'd the Dart after him, it 
ituck in his Heart, and he neither had the Courage to 
diſengage it, nor Reſolution enough to ſupport the Tor- 
ment : He hated the Pain, yet doted on the Cauſe of 
it, and even ſeem'd to taſte ſome Happineſs in the very 
Height of his Miſery. But oh! when he compared 
his paſt State with the preſent, the ſweet Calms of a 
virtuous Mind with the boiſterous Tempeſt of a diſtem- 


: vey one, he thought himſelf fallen from Heaven into 


ell, and confeſſed yothing was wanting to complete 
his Miſery but the Eternity of his Torments. His Fancy 


drew out a Landſcape of all the diſmal Conſequences 


cf ſo unruly a Paſſion, and Reaſon told him it was time 
to prevent them; but he relied too much on his Vir- 
tue, and ſuppoſed it invincible, becauſe hitherto he 
had not been overcome. He thought his Power over 
Paſſion was as abſolute as Ged over the Sea, and it 
he bid it ſtop within the Bounds of Decency and In- 
nocence, it durſt not diſobey. But alas! Virtue muft 
not, without great Precaution, be put to the Teft. If 
we truſt it too far, it often gives us the Slip; and by 
a moſt juſt Judgment from Heaven, too great a Con- 
fidence ends in Ruin. | 

In fine, Theomachus was impatient for a ſecond In- 
terview ; he concluded no Harm could follow, becauſe 
he intended none : That there was no Danger of Sin, 
becauſe his Thoughts were innocent. Nay, he was 
now flown up to ſuch an Height of Extravagance, as 
to perſuade himſelf that the Impetuoſity of Appetite is 
ſooner tamed by Liberty than Reſtraint, and that like 
ſome capricious Horſes, it runs faſter when you draw 


in the Reins, than when you ſlacken them. Thus he 
fetched 
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fetched Arguments from the Stable, and play'd the 
Jockey rather than the Chriſtian. 

His Companions made him a Viſit, and eaſily per. 
ceived the Cauſe of his Diſeaſe. They praiſed his 
Paſſion, applauded his Choice, and very religiouſly of. 
fered their Service in this amorous Adventure; 7. . 
they ſaw a Relation on the Brink of the Precipice, and 
would by all means favour him with a civil Puſh : For 
you muſt know, Neander, there is a Race of Men in 
this City who intrench' upon the Devil's Employment, 
or rather are his Deputies; they tempt by his Com- 
miſſion, and damn their Friends ont of Kindnefs ; they 
are more ſucceſsful and more dangerons than their 
Maſter, becauſe leſs frightful'; and then they edge the 
Temptation, beth by Example and Counſel, 

T heonachus's ill Fate drew him to a ſecond Viſit, this 
made way for a third ; yet he ſtood to his Reſolution, 
and kept within the Limits of, Modeſty : But in the 
mean time the Fever of Love heighten'd, and the ma- 
lignant Humour paſs'd through the Eyes to the Heart, 
and from thence fumed up to the Brain; ſo that now the 
Diſeaſe not only infected the Will, but tainted the Un- 
derſtanding. He began to venture on greater Free- 
doms than ſtood with Virtue, and in a ſhort time 
— 1 nm into Debauchery: But when he retired into 

is Cloſet, and Solitude gave time for ſerious Re- 
flection, Grace open'd his Eyes to fee his Fault, and 
they dropt Tears to deplore it ; he learnt by Experience 
that the Pleaſure of Sin bears no Proportion with the 
Torment of it; that the Delight is momentary, and 
the Pain may be eternal. And now he ſeem'd reſolv'd 
not only to hate his Crime, but even the Cauſe of it: 
But thoſe Debauchees who had been the Inſtruments 
of his Fall, daſh'd all his pious Reſolutions, and at 
length net only deprived him of Liberty, but of the 
very Deſire to regain it. 

Tears, ſays one, have no ill Grace on a Child's 
Cheeks ; they become alſo well enough the weaker 
Sex, who often-times plead their Cauſe with thein 
when Reaſons fail, and ſo at the ſame Time redreſs a 
Grievance, and diſcharge the Brain: But they argue 
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an unpardonable Weakneſs in a Man, and raiſe a 
* ſhrewd Suſpicion he has either over-lived his Judgment, 
or never had one; you have made a falſe Step, and 
- © who does not trip ſometimes ? Let your Heart aſk Par- 
don, not your Eyes. 2 if you pleaſe, but why 


2 muſt you deſpair? But before you pronounce upon your- 
, © {1f, examine whether you are guilty ? Appeal to Rea- 
F ” ſon, not to Fancy, Prejudice, and Education: Thoſe 


are always upon the Hurry, and becauſe they raiſe a 
* Duſt, they never ſee Objects in their Proportion. God 
is a Father, not a Tyrant ; if he has laid ſome Precepts 
f upon us, he never intended to overwhelm us. Why 
did he create Eyes, but to ſee? Or Ears, but to hear? 
Will he permit us to behold nothing but Monſters ? Or 
to ſmell nothing but Stench and Infection? This is to 
make our Senſes a Burden, rather than a Blefling ; it's 
; © toturn into a Curſe the very Benefit of our Creation. 
No, no, Theomachus, when God framed our Senſes 
capable to receive Pleaſure, he created Objects fit ts 
give it; and I am of Opinion, that Pleaſures of the 
* Senſe have nothing criminal but Miſtake. I thank 
that great Deity that made me, for the Favour of my 
Creation; I pay him Obedience every Day, and com- 
mit myſelf to his Protection. Now, if at the ſame 
time I indulge Nature, and give it a Play-day, where 
is the Harm? Muſt he be offended, becauſe I am 
: pleaſed ? Or cannot he be happy, if I am merry? In- 
= deed I declare againſt thoſe who fly in the Face of Ma- 
jeſty; why burleſque his Goodneſs, and lampoon his 
* Juſtice: Thoſe are Attempts againſt his Perſon, overt- 
acts of Hoſtility and Rebellion, they are Crimes of 
the firſt Claſs; and if they are not puniſhed with Fire 
? hereafter, at leaſt they deſerve it. Speak honourably 
of God, pay your Workmen, injure no Man, and you 
cannot miſcarry. 
The Gentleman has Reaſon, ſays another, he has 
* ſpoken like a Man of Parts and Merit. I lay once 
under the ſame Miſtake as you Theomachus, and never 
enjoyed my Freedom till I eaſed myſelf of the Yoke of 
| Conſcience, and Reſtraint: Qualms damp'd all my 
| Pleaſures, and melancholy Spectres flung Wormwood 
| into 
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into all my Diverſions : But I have reaſon'd myſelf out 
of theſe ſplenetic Vapours, and laugh at theſe fantaſtic 
Monſters: They once tormented me; but, continued 
he, what if there be no God? What if you flaſh into 
nothing when you ceaſe to breathe ? And that Fear and 
Hope — in the Grave? Will your Virtue then con- 
vey you to Heaven? Or your Sins to Hell? Be firſt 
ſure there is a future State, before you part with the 
preſent. When you can demonſtrate there is a God, 
*twill be time enough to ſerve him: Tell me not the 
Being of a Deity is paſt Debate, nor that all Nation; 
conſpire in this Behalf: Matters of this Nature are 
not to be put to Vote, they muſt not be judged by 
Plurality of Voice; Reaſon muſt decide the Queſtion, 
not Numbers: Truth is Truth, though all the World 
deny it; and Falſhood 1s Falſhood, though all abet it. 
Peruſe theſe Books with an unprejudiced Mind : With 
that he laid on the Table Hob, Spinoſa, and other 
Pamphlets, the Spawn of our Age, and the Plague of 
our unhappy Nation. 

This new Syſtem of Divinity ſtunn'd him, he knew 
not whether he ſhould receive it with Laughter or In- 
dignation: for though, on the one fide, he ſuppoſed 
they jeſted ; yet, on the other, they play'd on too ſe- 
rious a Subject: Though he had forteited his Inno. 
cence, he had not yet took leave of Religion ; ſo that 
he could not endure to hear the Decalogue traduced ; 
Virtue levelled with Vice, and God himſelf degraded 
by a Pack of Atheiſts, who have no other Reaſon to 


quarrel with his Being, but becauſe he curbs their Luſts, 


and laſhes their Conſcience with Scorpions. 

But the Devil of Love, that poſſeſſed this unhappy 
Gentleman, began to riſe again: He perceived that 
Indulgence had whetted his Paſſion, inſtead of blunung 
it; and that it was impoflible to gratify Senſuality with- 
out provoking Conſcience. In this Agony between 
Fear and Deſire he firſt cried out, if theſe Gentlemens 


'Tenets are not true, they are at leaſt convenient; they 


give full Scope to Senſe, and reconcile Conſcience 
with Pleaſure : Then he wiſhed they were true; and, 


after a Pauſe, perchance they are, ſaid he: Latter 
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Ages have diſcover'd a new World, why may they not 
a new Truth? At leaſt there is no Harm in examining 
their Principles. If they prove ſatisfactory, I may en- 
joy my Paſſion; if not, I am reſolved to ſtifle it. Thus 
did Atheiſm make its Approaches by Degrees; it work'd 
at firſt out of Sight, and under a Diſguiſe, and then 
turn'd Theomachus out of his Religion and Wits too. 

He fell upon the Books with ſo great Eagerneſs, that 
he ſeem'd rather to devour, than read them: And 
when he fell upon the Panegyric of human Reaſon, or 
an Invective againſt Prejudice and Education, This is 
fair Dealing, ſaid he! This is to build on Principles; 
to ſtand on a ſure Foundation: We cannot go aſtrayt un- 
der the Conduct of Reaſon ; Intereit cannot break in 
upon its Integrity; it acts without Bias, without Partia- 
lity; its Judgment is infallible, and its Deciſions Oracles. 
Prejudice and Education are the Bane of Truth: They 
ſo crowd our Heads with old Species, that they leave 
no room for new ones; ſo that we either act out of 
Cuſtom or Spite. 

But he had done well to conſider, that they who in- 
veſt our Underſtandings with the Prerogative of Iafal- 
libility, are infallibly Coxcombs; that they *are great 
Strangers to Reaſon, who think it above. Error; and 
that they are certainly miſtaken, who ſuppoſe it cannot 
be deceived. Tis true indeed, Prejudice and Educa- 
tion oſten- times rather lead us from Truth, than to it; 
ard it is more ſecure to make the Inquiry alone, than 
in their Company: But when Men declaim againſt 
tiem without Mean or Meaſure, 'tis a Sign they are 
tainted with the Diſeaſe; for where there is Heat there 
is no Indifference, and ſo they only condemn one Preju- 
dice with a greater. ; 

However, the Books infected him, they conveyed 


s the Contagion from his Heart to his Head; fo that with- 


in a ſhort Time his Diſeaſe came to a Ci, which 
prognoſticated nothing but Atheiſm. He found a ſtrange 
Charm in the Stile, their flourihing Periods ſtruck him 
with Admiration. He thought a Vein of Wit and Ele- 
gance ran through all their Diſcourſes, ſo that he was 


never tired with reading nor praiſing them: The worſt 
of 
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of Things were preſented him under a handſome Maſk 
which made them paſs ; Poiſon will not go down, un- 
leſs it be gilt, or made palatable : And, for this Reaſon, 
22 the worſt Books are writ the beſt; barefaced 
mpieties rather move us to Indignation than Love, 
and therefore thoſe who expoſe them to the public 
View take care to ſet them off in a gaudy Dreſs, to 
veil their real Deformity under beautiful Trappings. 
I know many are of Theomachus's Opinion, and make 
ſtrange Diſcoveries of Wit in theſe Authors, where! 
find nothing but Blaſphemy. But ſome Men are born 
under a happy Conſtellation ; they have the good For. 
tune to be dubb'd Wits, merely for ſcoffing out of the 
common Road, and taking the Confidence to deride 
thoſe ſacred Myſteries the greateſt Part of Mankind re- 
verence ; which certainly is no more an Argument of 
a Man's Wit, than of his Piety : But 'tis a Demon. 
ſtration that an Engliſb Atheiſt was in the Right, when 
he ſaid, When Reaſon is againſi a Man, then a Man will 
be againſt Reaſon. | 
You muſt not wonder if Theomachus, once intoxicated 
with Atheiſtical Wit, was foon bewitched with Atheiſti- 
cal Arguments ; every Sophiſm ſeem'd concluſive, and 
Demonſtration ſparkled in every Period. You would 
have ſworn thoſe Gentlemens Arguments were as evi- 
dent as Mathematical Poftulatums; or that they proved 
their Theis by Apollonius or Euclid. But, after all, they 
build on Gueſſes, and ever beg the Queſtion, but never 
prove it. Sometimes they flirt at the Government of 
the Univerſe, then at God's Juſtice, and ſometimes a- 
gain at his Mercy ; and becauſe they cannot reconcile 
theſe two Attributes, they ſuppoſe they are incompa- 
tible; as if Man's Reaſon, that cannot comprehend a 
File, were able to graſp an Immenſity, However, theſe 
Arguments, which rather work on Fancy, than con- 
vince the Underſtanding, debauched Theomachus; and 
becauſe he could not, or would not reſolve them, he 
thought them unanſwerable. 

Sometimes he would adjourn from his Cloſet to the 
Coffee-houſe, and venture upon a Diſpute ; and when 
he was put to a Plunge, he laid the Miſcarriage rather 

| upon 
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upon his own Ignorance, than on the Cauſe he ma- 
naged: So beſotted was he of his new Maſters! In 
fine, the Employment of Theomechus ju with his 
Name, and his Morals with his Faith; he 1s a perfe& 
Atheiſt, that is, without Religion, and by conſequence 
without Morality : He acts as he believes; and the 
only Apology for his Vices, is the Corruption of his 
Principles. | 
Though this unhappy Gentleman abandon'd God, 

God did not abandon him; he ſtruck him with a Fe- 
ver, which in ſome Days brought him to Death's Door: 
And the Doctor deliver'd him this doleful Meſſage, Sir, 


you muſt die. He who before diſcourſed of Death, as 
if he had been immortal, broke into a Fit of Impatience 


and Diſtraction; he ſcarce knew where he was, much 
leſs what to reſolve on; he ſaw he could not live, and 


f yet he would not die. This Strife between Life and 


Death caft him into ſtrange Convulſions; and the Loſs 
of the preſent, with the Fear of the Future, ſet all the 
Humours of his Body in a Ferment. God awak'd his 


* Conſcience, which flew in his Face, and ſet before his 
Eyes a whole Inventory of his Crimes. He ſtarted at 


the Sight of theſe ghaſtly Monſters, and feared himſelf 
more than Death, nay, more than Hell; for 'tis more 
to deſerve thoſe Torments than to ſuffer them. Oh, 
cried he, there is a God! Sickneſs, that has almoft 


killed my Body, quickens my Underſtanding ! From 


theſe laſt Moments of Time, methinks, I take a Sur- 
vey of Eternity ; and behold there a Judge who will 


puniſh me, if I die in Obſtinacy ; or reward me, if 1 


breathe out my Soul in Repentance. Oh! I will fly 
to his Mercy, rather than abide the Impartiality of 
his Juſtice! His Goodneſs exceeds my Malice ; he can 
pardon more than I am able to commit, and will re- 
ceive me into Favour, if I ſue for it with Humility 
and Caution. In ſhort, he ſent out ſuch fiery Ejacula- 
tions, that they ſeem'd to flow rather from the Breaſt of 
a Seraphin, than of a Man. He deteſted Atheiſm with 
all the Cauſes of it, and wiſhed he had loſt his Eyes 
before they look'd upon thoſe ſcandalous Books that 
corrupted his Will, and poiſoned his Underſtanding : 
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He water'd his Bed, in a very literal Senſe, with hi, 
Tears; nor could all the Perſuaſions of his Friends ſto 
the Current. He now had no Regard for the Body, 
that was once his Idol; nay, he wiſh'd that Sorrow 
would rather put an End to his Life, than Nature, 
But Theomachus beyond Expectation recover'd, and, what 
is amazing, relapſed into his old Diſeaſe : Scarce did 
he enjoy the Favour of a perfect Health, but he ſpurn'd 
at his Vencfattor, and fell into thoſe Abominations he 
ſo lately deteſted ; as if God varied with our Conſtitu- 
tions, and vaniſh'd into nothing when we are well, 
and revives when we lie on our Death- bed. 

This is an Abridgment of Theomachus's Life, and! 
have been more particular in the Narrative, that you 
may learn by his Misfortune, and draw ſome Advan— 
tage from his Miſcarriage : We may date his Ruin from 
the Riſe of his Paſſion; though debauch'd Company, 
and lewd Books compleated it. Love ſunk the Mind 
Converſation and Reading put Fire to the fatal Train, 
that blew up Theomachus's Virtue : And from this tainted 
Spring flow thoſe unheard- of Abominations, that almoſt 
drown the Nation. Had not the Printers ſo much 
Work, the Preachers would have leſs; but now the 
"Prefs declares War againſt the Pulpit, and the Hawker: 
ſcatter the Defiance, 
Aan. This is a ſtrange Story; and had I it from. 
another, I ſhould be tempted to doubt whether Man 
be capable of ſo great Inconſtancy. Certainly it de- 
ſerves a Place in Hiſtory. I may perchance be tempted, 
with your Leave, to expoſe it to the Public. 

Eujeb. I leave that to your Diſcretion. Let's not for. 
get our Atheiſt; it's time to take Coach. 


DIALO GUI 
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DTATUCGTUE 
Il hether there are any real Atheiſts, 


in the Coach, Pray, ſaid Neander, give me your 
Opinion, Are there any ſuch Creatures in the World as 
real Atheiſts ? They ſay their Vermin ſwarms, and, like 
Egyptian Frogs, crawl into the very Bedchambers of 
Princes. | 

Euſeb. Atheiſm is a mere Sound, an infignificant 


Word, a modiſh Bluſter; but in truth there is no 


ſuch Monſter in Nature, as a downright Atheiſt : I 
mean, no body in his Senſes can : ſeriouſly perſuade 
himſelf there is ro God, Men may huff and hector in 
a Rendezvous of Rakes and Bullics ; they may ſwear 


they believe no ſuch Thing; and in a raving 


Tranſport of Debauchery defy it; but then you mutt 
take all this for nothing but Cant and Bravado: The 
Denial fits on the Tongue alone ; 'tis rather a Wiih there 
were no God, than a ſerious Profeſſion there is none; 
for whilſt they mock this pretended Nothing, they 


"tremble at the Apprehenſion of it; they fear its Anger, 


though they deny its Being: So that thoſe we call 
Atheiſts affect to appear what they are not, and by a 
ſtrange Frenzy lay to their own Charge a Crime they are 
not guilty of. And indeed the Perſuaſion that there 
is a God, is rooted in Nature; we owe it neither to 
Education nor Study: As dur Maker has ftamp'd his 
Image on our Foreheads, ſo he has alſo engraven'd the 
Knowledge of himſelf in our Souls; and although 
Debauchery may deface the Characters, it can never 
deſtroy them. ba ©, 

 Nean. Pray let us drive hgme again: I thought we 
had been on an Expedition againſt the Atheiſts ; but I 
perceive they are Enemies of our Coining ; they are 
mere Phantoms that flaſh from Fancy, and only ſerve 


for Satire and Invective. What did that great Ch m- 
pion Dr. Tallarſon enter the on againſt Chimera's * Did 
2 he 


HEY walk'd down Stairs; and when they were 
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— duel with empty Aparitions, and fence with Sha. 
ows ? | 

Euſeb. Miſtake me not, I told you there were no real 
Atheiſts; id e, that no Man can be ſo far convinced 
there is no God, but fill he fears there 7s one. Let him 
draw up a whole Legion of Atheiſtical Arguments in 
Battalia, they cannot ſecure the Underſtanding from 
Frights and Suſpicions ; for though they may look un- 
der the falſe Lights of Prejudice and Partiality very 
plauſibly, yet they cannot convey to the Intellect Evi- 
dence and Demonſtration. 

But then there are a World of limping Atheiſts, who 
walk between a God and no God; ; is, who ſay 
there is no Deity, and act as if there were none, and 
yet at the ſame time ſuſpeR there is one. This is that 
Race of Men we call Atheiſts, who have diſmiſſed 
their Underſtanding and Reaſon with their Will. 

Nan. Under Favour, I muſt treſpaſs upon your Pa- 
tience, and crave farther Inſtruction; for as yet I walk 
zn the Dark, and do not apprehend your Meaning: 
Cannot the Being of a Deity be juſtified by Arguments, 
that flaſh Conviction ? | 4 

Euſeb. Yes, it can. 

Near. It ſeems then impoſſible for the Underſtanding 
even to doubt of a Truth, that preſents itſelf in the 
glittering Equipage of Demonſtration ; for it is not 
Maſter of its Acts, as the Will; it lies under the Com- 
mand of Neceſſity, and is compelled to acknowledge 
Truth if it appears in Perſon. 

Euſeb. The eee of Euclid are all Demonſtra- 
tions; and yet a bare Caſt of the Eye on the Lines, or 
the Titles, do not ſend Truth in Poſt to the Brain: We 
muſt firſt ſee what the Author would be at; then we 
muſt put Antecedents, and draw Con/equentes before we 
can diſcover that Light which flows from the Schemes 
to the Head, and gilds the Underſtanding. Now an 
Atheift is fick of- a Deity, and therefore will make no 
Acquaintance with thoſe Arguments that prove one; 
they come upon too ungrateful a Meflage to find a kind 


Reception ; and generally when they aſk an a” 
$4 the 
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tke Will denies Admittance; or at leaſt it cuts out ſo 
much other Work for tke Underſtanding, that it can 
find no Time to give them a full Hearing: Like a Mi- 


nifter of State, it hovers about the Prince, and ob- 


ſtructs the free Paſſage to the Preſence: But then, when 
Arguments for no God appear, the Will puts on foot 
a hundred little Intrigues to enſnare the Underſtanding ; 
they are trick'd up for Delufion, and fitted for Decei:. 


Nean, I perceive it's a fine thing to be a Dupee : 


Why eife do Men take ſuch Pains to impoſe on them 
ſelves ? But can Men cheat themſelves in Reputation? 


Or are there ſo great Charms in being over- reached“ 


I thought it was every Man's Intereſt there were 
God; and therefore, methinks it were more reaſon- 
_ to believe, than to wheedle ourſelves into Int- 
elity. 

Ebb. No doubt, it's the Intereſt of Reaſon, but not 
of Senſuality. A Man who takes Pleaſure for the 
Rule of his AQtions, muſt lie under ſtrange Apprehen - 
ſons at the very Thoughts of another World. The 
dreadful Glory of an exaſperated Deity ; the fiery Pro- 
ſpe of boiling Brimſtone, and the horcid Pourtraits of 
the infernal — cannot chooſe but work 
upon the moſt reſolute Debauchee : Sin, though neve: 
ſo pleaſant, with the diſmal Conſequences of Judgment 
and Damnation, fit very uneaſy on his Conſcience, and 
counterpoiſe the®Sweetneſs of the moſt refin'd Sen- 
ſuality with Gall and Wormwood. Now theſe Crea- 


tures of Pleaſure, who cannot reſulve on Repentance, 


have found out a ſhort way to plaiſter up a Peace with 
Conſcience : They commiſſion their Luſts to draw upon 
the Underſtanding, and compel it to deny, or at leaſt 
to doubt, of thoſe Truths that alarm them : And it can- 
not be denied, but all inordinate Luſts bias the Intel- 
left, and make it fit to receive thoſe Impreſſions which 
favour Paſſion. When Men live as if there were no 
God, tis extremely expedient for them there were none; 
and when once they are come ſo far, they catch at 
all thoſe Arguments, which may fortify them in this 
Perſuaſion; and theſe joined with the Charms of In- 
tereſt, abate the Dread 


N 3 theſe 


of Divinity. Tis true, all. 
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theſe pretty Artifices are never able to ſecure them a- 
gainſt the Furies that riſe from another World to haunt 
them. Perchance there is a God, perchance there is 4 
Hell, fright them into their Solitude and Retirement, 
and ſometimes into 'Taverns too: Yet they have gain'd 
one Point by doubting, which they look upon as a very 
conſiderable Advantage, v:z. that they may live Rakes, 
and die Atheiſts, without being ſure there is a God to 
call them to Account, or a Hell to puniſh them; and 
certainly a Man may be ſaid to be in ſome degree hap- 
py, that is not ſure he ſhall once be eternally mi- 
ſerable. 1 120 | TT | 
Now you ſee the Heart has earried on the Con- 
trivance, and. from this apoſtem'd Member flows the 
Corruption of Atheiſm. And to cut off all Doubr, 
why do the very high-flown Atheiſts deſert on their 
Death-beds thoſe Principles they once admired ? Why 
de they turn Renegadoes to Atheiſm at the laſt Gaſp? 
Have they received new Lights from Doctors and Apo- 
thecarics? No, no, they have left: the World behind; 
Pleaſures are now out of their Reach, and-paſt Happi- 
e alimnef. out of their Memory. They fanſy at. 
leaſt an Eternity before them, Fire under their cet, 
and Vengeance .over their Heads. Theſe diſmal Me- 
ditations cool Paſſion, al.ay Luſt; and change the Heart; 
but work no Alteration in the Underſtanding: So that I 
may conelade with David, The: Fool Mid in his Heart 
there is no- Ged. Atheiſm lodges in the Breaſt, and a 
Deity in the Head. Men do- not believe a God, be- 
cauſe they will not; to gratify Senſe, they diſoblige 
Reaſon ; and hug Infidelity, to ſear Conſcicnce. 


DIALOGUE 
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DIALOGUE III. 


Euſebius and Theomachus meet, and agree en the 
Prelimnunaries. 


CARCE had Eufebius ended, when the Coach 
{topp'd at 7 heomachus's Lodgings, who expected him 
with a young Gentleman we call Eudoxius. This Blade 
was a great Pretender to Wit; and to follow the Stream 
of Cuſtom, would make the firſt Eſſay of it in a Critic 
of Religion: He received the Rudiments of Laticudi- 
narianiſm from Ariovifius; and was grown a wondrous 
Proficient in the Science of Impiety : He paſſed the Line 
of Chriſtianity; and although he had not yet touched 
upon the Point of Atheiſm, he was arrived, as Ariow!/s 
uſed to talk, at the Cape of Good Hope ; in fine, he xet 
acknowledged a God, admitted all Religion, na 
would — — none. 

Aſter ſome mutual Civilities: This is the Gentle- 
man, ſaid Neander, I ſpoke of Veſterday; if Victory 
favours you, I hope you will give him fiir Quarter for 
my ſake. ; 

Theom. Never fear; tis more glorious to uſe a Victory 
modeſtly, than to gain one. 1 had rather receive a 
Foil from Ey/ebizs, than be ſubdued by Inſolence. Reit 
ſecure, continued he with a Smile, if Fortune takes 
my Side, your Friend ſhall have Reaſon to be fatil- 


fed with me: I'll immediately releaſe him on his 


Parole not to bear Arms againſt Atheiſm, till he be better 
inform'd. 

Eaſeb. T am much oblig'd for your Civility ; if J fall 
under the Weight of your Arguments, I abandon my - 


ſelf wholly to your Generoſity: Priſoners of War, like 


Minors, are uncapable to article; they lie at the Mercy 
of the Conqueror, and muſt receive Conditions, but 
can make none. But, Sir, I muſt beg Pardon for my 
Rudeneſs; for although Nearder told me you earneſtly 
defired a Conference, yet I am ſenſible, that it's neither 
genteel nor handſome to ſalute a Stranger with a Diſ- 


N 4 pute; 
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pon! nor to make Acquaintance in a Duel: But, 
ir, I come here to diſcourſe, not to contend. I ſeek 
Truth, which, like Pearls, is only found m a Calm; 
and unleſs we all reſolve to abandon Error when we 
rceĩve it, tis better to for bear the Engagement: For 
if we look upon the Conference as a Trial of Wit, and 
perſuade ourſelves it's more diſhonourable to own an 
Error, than to defend one in ſpite of Evidence, we 
Mall take a great deal of Pains to diſcompole ourſelves ; 


and then the Queſtion will be, who has moſt Paſſion, 


not who has moſt Reaſon : For when a Man is pinch'd 
and will not ſurrender ; when his Reaſons are weak, 
and his Obſtinacy ſtrong, he calls in Heat and Paſſion 
to his Aſſiſtance, the only Supports of a finking Cauſe : 
And I take it for granted, that a Man never wants 
Arguments to relieve a drooping Te, but he ſupplics 
the Want with Noiſe and Clamour. 

Theom. You ſpeak my Thoughts; Reaſon forced me 
to deny a God, and when Reaſon tells me there is one, 
J will ſubmit to its Dictaments. I never wed an Opi- 
nion for better, for worſe: What I took upon good 
Grounds, I lay down upon better: I do not hug a 
Miſtake, nor pride in an Error, nor ever laid Claim to 
Infallibility, I cannot well comprehend what thoſe. 
Pretenders to Science would be at, who faſten on the 
firſt Notians, and will no more part with them, than a 
Spaniard with his Baſket-hilt or Golilia : They fanſy ſurely 
that Truth ſwims on the Surface, and that the beſt 
Thoughts lie always uppermoſt ; but then they would 
do well to conſider, they give Children a conſiderable 
Advantage over Men; for Knowledge will no more be 
the Conſequence of Time and Experience: We ſhall 
live no more to learn Wiſdom, bat to fix in Folly. In 
a Word, I will no more enſlave my Underſtanding than 
my Perſon ; and 1 value at as high a Rate the Liberty 
of Thinking, as of Acting. Convince me there is a 
God, and I'll take my laſt Farewel of Atheiſm, 

Euſeb. Indifference is an excellent Difpoſition ; we 
ſeldom porſue Truth without Prejudice, but we take it. 
J have a Favour or two to beg before we begin, con- 
tinued Euſebivi. Fir, Let us ſpear by Turns: I am 

no 


2 
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no Friend to Noiſe, and cannot be reconciled to thoſe 
fiery Diſputants who fling out Arguments one upon the 
Back of the other, yet will not have the Patience to 
receive one Anſwer: This is not to confer, but to 
wrangle ; and although it may become the Skippers of 
Waffing, or the Oyſter-women at Br/l:ng/gate, yet it 
ſuits not well the Breeding of Gentlemen. An Argu- 
ment propoſed with Noiſe and Bluſtering may break 
the Head, and diſmount the Brain, but it never makes 
Impreſſion on the Underſtanding ; Truth, like a gentle 
Shower, ſoaks through the Ears, and moiſtens tke. In- 
tellet. 

Theom, I was drawing up that Article, and am glad. 
you have foreftall'd me: You are of my Temper; I 
would have a Diſpute managed with Vigour, but not 
with Heat; that inſpirits Converſation, this confounds 
it: Notwithſtanding, Diſputing 1s hot Service, I con- 
teſs, and generally is perferm'd with too much Eager- 
neſs to be ſucceſsful; nay, I was once acquainted with 
2 moſt even-temper'd Man, who after he had drawn 
Blood, as I may ſay, and was fleſh'd in Polemics, never 
waver'd his Good-humour afterwards. | 

Euſeb. J muſt alſo defire you to avoid Miſtakes, to 
call in an Amanuenfs. When our Anſwers and Ob- 
jections are committed to Paper, and fign'd by both 
Parties, there will be no Fear of Miſrepreſentation. I 
have often ſeen a Conference in Print, nothing like 
the Original; and he who crow'd in the Pamphlet, 
ried craven in the Chamber. Theomachus preſently ap- 


proved the Propoſition, and ſent for an Amaruer/is : So 


that now the Preliminaries were agreed to, and all 
Things ſeem'd ready for the Engagement. | 

But Euſebius, who ſaw a great Intimacy. between Fu- 
doxus and Theomachus, ſuppoſed they were not much di- 
rided in Opinion ; and that be might attack them both 


at the ſame Time, if lean'd towards Dein, deſired to 


know his Principles. Sir, ſaid he, addreſſing his Diſ- 
courſe to Eudexus, I hope without Rudeneſs f may aſk 
what Religion you profeſs ? We are now met to diſcourſe 
of that Subject, and perchance yours may come within 
the Reach of theſe Arguments I intend. to level at 

N 5 Atheiſm. 


, 
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Atheiſm. In 7aly and Spain ſuch Queſtions are ſuper. 
fluous; and in France, when you find a Man no Papiit, 
you conclude he is a Hugenot. But our Iſland is more 
prolific, and yields annual Crops of Religion, as well 
as of Corn. One Grain of Faith ſprouts up into a 
hundred ; and I am told, that you may poll the People 
more eaſily than their Tenets: So that Religions riſe 
and fall as well as Men ; and therefore, with Submiſſion 
to my Lord-Mayor's better Judgment, I would have 
the Mortality of Churches put in the weekly Bills, to- 
gether with that of the Inhabitants. 

Eudbx. Liberty and Property are the Birth-right of 
every free-born Exg/i/ Subject: And I ſee not why the 
ſame great Charter ſhould not enfranchiſe his Belief, 
as _ as his Goods and Chattels. England, Sir, is a 
nice Nation; I may add, and pious alſo. We pay 
Homage and Obedience to the Lord, and will ſtand up 
for his juſt Rights and Prerogatives; but then we forget 
not our darling Liberty; we reſpect him as Children, 
not as Slaves; and walk in his Ways with Freedom, 
not in Tramels. 1 

Euyſeb. You acknowledge then a God. 

Eudox. I do. I am alto perſuaded there is a Hea- 
ven, and think there may poſſibly be a Hell; theſe 
Articles I ſubſcribe to: But no Man ſhall ftretch my 
Faith to another Tenet, or command my Obedience 
to 2 Canon more. This is my Non plus ultra; what lies 
on the other fide of theſe Points, is an unknow 
Region to my Faith, though not to my Opinion. I 
confeſs I do not underſtand what God is, though I adore 
him; yet I know enough to admire his Greatneſs, and 
my own Nothingneſs. I love ſometimes to loſe myſelf 
in the Labyrinth of his Perfections; to purſue my 
Reaſon to an, Oh Altitude! In my Retirement I 3 
my Apprehenſions with the intricate Attributes of his 
Eternity, Goodneſs and Juſtice; and thoſe very Ob- 
jections that ſtartle another Man's Faith, confirm mine: 
To believe what I can prove, is rather Science than 
Faith. I recreate myſelf therefbre with his Goodneſs, 
and confound my Underſtanding with his Eternity; and 
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put all Suggeſtions of Infidelity out of Countenance 
with this old ſaying of Tertullian, Certum eft, quia im- 
palſibile eſt. 

[ read no Caſuiſt but my Reaſon; and am of Opinion, 
that God pardons ſome Sins as eaftily as we commit 
them: My Conſcience is neither of Steel, nor of Wax; 
heavy Offences batter it, but a Peccadillo of Infirmity 
makes no Impreſſion. I thank God, all my Sins have 
Names, and are rather Friends to Senſe, than Enemies 
to Reaſon; they neither attack God, nor wound my 
Neighbour ; they only refreſh ſometimes my drooping 
Spirits, and gently purge Melancholy. In my ſolitary 
Thoughts, 1 compute and caſt up Accounts with my 
Maker ; and I find ſuch a Confidence in his: Mercy, 
that my youthful Failings are not able to aſfright me. 
Nay, methinks, I am tempted frequently to offend, that 
I may have the Satisfaction of aſking Pardon: And no 
Meditation carries me ſo fait to God, as that of his 
Goodneſs, which forgives with ſo much Eaſe thoſe 
Tranſgreſſions that hurry me from him. 

Now if any Man will quibble upon my Symbol of 
Faith, I can eaſily forgive him. I cannot be angry with 
another's Judgment for diſagreeing from mine : And, 
though I think myſelf in the right Way, I dare not 
conclude, my Opponents are in the wrong, Each Re- 
ligion is but a different Road, that meets at Heaven; 
and if ſome will walk on in the ſtraight Path, charged 
with a Lumber of Articles, Precepts, and Ceremonies, 
let them jog on, their Burthen will not load me: If 
they love to ſweat under their Devotion, I vote them 
that Satisfaction: If they will not communicate with 
me, J have no Scruple to converſe with them; their 
IIl-nature ſhall not influence my Charity. I can enter 
into a Papiſt Church, and either pray with them, or 
for them ; the Place can't profane my Prayers : Where- 
ever the Creatqr is, he may be adored; and therefore 
at Con/fantinople, I would enter into a Maſue, or into a 
Pagode in Bengall, or Siam; for if a Mahometan's or 1ds- 
later's Prayer offends God, mine may pleaſe kim: If 
theirs. pollute the Place, mine may ſanctify it; fer if 
they direct their Devotions to a Statue, or ä 
2 Oer 
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offer mine to Ged; and fo rectify the Error of their 
N by well ordering mine. 


Euſeb. Tho' your Life be ſtrait-laced, vour Charity 
is comprehenſive. I fuppoſe the Univeriality of this, 
muſt atone for the Singularity of the other. Well, 
Sir, in a Word, continued he, you profeſs one Reli- 

jon, and approve all; and ſo fall into the Claſs of 

titudinarians : You: are a Leveller, and would bring 
mto the World an Equality of Religions, as well as 
Goods and Dignities. You lie then under the ſame La- 
titude with Theomachus, and the Stroke that hits him 
will wound you. Well, Sir, (addreſſing himſelf to The- 
omachus} chooſe your Weapon; are you for the offenſive 
or defenſive ? 

Theom. Let us have cur Turns; we will engage on 
equal Terms. But you are in my Houſe ; the Laws of 
Breeding and Civility command me to give you the Pre- 
cedency. I leave it therefore to your Choice. | 

Euſeb. I ſee you are reſolved to overcome me with 
Civility, before. you vanquiſh me with Reaſon, But.I 
will not con with you at this Weapon. I accept 
your Offer, and will not offend your Principles, before 
I defend my own. 


— „ — 


DIALO GU E IV. 


The Atheiſt cannot Le fure there is no Ged, nor the 
Latitudinarian that all Religions are ſaving. 


Euſeb. 1 Suppoſe neither of you are ſa ſatisfied with 

your Religions, as never to be haunted with 
Fears, nor ſcared with Doubts and Apprehenſions; for 
nothing can ſecure the Underſtanding, and fix the Judg- 
ment, but Evidence. Now I cannot perſuade myſelf, 
that any Atheiſt, Libertine, or Latitudinarian dare ven- 
ture on ſo bold an Attempt; as to thruſt on Mankind 
thoſe Arguments for Demonſtrations, that under a fine 
Appearance hide nothing but Falſhood and erz, 
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I doubt not indeed, but the Will may bias the Under- 
ſtanding, and force out an Aſſent; but then this can 
be no more ſteady than mere Philoſophical Concluſions, 
that fly no higher than Opinion : For, whilit each Side 
of a Contradiction bids fair for Truth, we cannot tell 
on which Side it lies, and ſo float on Uncertainties; 
and though we judge the Thefs true, we fear it may be 
falſe. I will — for once, deal more generouſſy 
with you, than I am obliged in Reaſon: I will, I ſay, 
grant that your Tenets are doubtful ;- but then, when I 
do you a Favour, be pleaſed to do me Juſtice, and con- 
feſs, that it is probable there is a God, and that there 
is one revealed Religion, I only aſk what you cannot 
refuſe without Injuſtice; for certainly, if we appeal ei- 
ther to the Tribunal of Reaſon, or Authority, I ſhall 
carry my Cauſe : For the Aſlertors of a God plead for 
his Exiſtence with ſolid Reaſons; whereas you merely 
beg the Queſtion you are to. prove, and bring no more. 
but a bare Poſſibility for the Support of your _ 
theſis : And then, you. can pretend no right to Autho- 
rity. The Founders of Atheiſm and Libertiniſm were 


looked upon as Monſters in the very Places they lived, 


and deſerved Puniſhment for their Lewdneſs, before 
they ſuffered Baniſhment for their Impiety. 

Epicure and Theodore were profligate Wretches ;. their 
Morals run even with their Divinity ; they exterminated 
Virtue with Religion, and debauched both Practice and 
Principle; their Scholars have out-done both the Ori- 
ginals, and improved both Irreligion and Impiety. 

ow Men who are a common Nuiſance to their Country, 
Misfortune. to the Age they live in, and an eternal 
Shame to their Species, and have little Authority with 
thoſe, who have one grain of Kindneſs for. their Na- 
ture; they are better 22 for the Bar than the 
Bench, and more fit. to ſuffer than to witneſs, 

But theſe who avouch for me, are as admirable for 
Learning, as Piety ; they are: without Number, and 
above Reproach : So great Authority, back'd with 
weighty Reaſon, muſt be confeſſed ſufficient to make 
our Opinion probable, I might ſay certain; but I wave 
the Advantage, I may claim both in Equity and Ju- 


ſtice, 
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ftice, and only aſk what you are too reaſonable to res 
tuſe, viz. That it 75 probable, at leaſt, there is a God. 

Theom. I have read all I could find on this Subject; 
and am forced to confeis, our Authors have promiſed 
more than they are able to perform: Their Demonſtra- 
tions for 20 God leave, methinks, ſome Apprehenſion 
there is one; and I find them more eſſicaciouſſy upon 
my Underitanding in Company, than in Solitude ; and 
in Taverns, than in my Cloſet. 

Euſeb. That is; when Senſuality has ſtarted the 
Game, and Paſſions are on the Wing; when Appetite 
purſues criminal Pleaſure, and Conſcience checks you 
with the diſmal Apparitions of Hell, and Judgment : 
Then the Will is too hard for the Underſtanding ; it 
turns the falſe End of the Proſpective, and magnifes 
theſe Arguments that favour Luſt, and ſolicit for Li- 
berty. But then again, when the Hurry is over, and 
your diſcerning Faculty lies under no Reſtraint nor 
Fallacy ; when it contemplates the Proofs for zo God 
in their juſt Proportion, it wavers with Fears; and tho 
on the one Side it concludes there is 20 God, yet on the 
other it ſuſpects there is one. Now, Sir, I do not aſk 
what your Opinion is, when Paſſion runs down the Un- 
derſtanding; when Deſire debauches it, and Senſe flings 
Reaſon off the Hinges ; but what it is when your In- 
tellect acts without Bribery, without Illufion, without 
Partiality. | 
- Theom. Well, that we may rid our Hands of Preli- 
minaries, and enter upon Action, I will condeſcend ſo 
far, as to grant, that it is doubtful whether there be a 
God, or no Cd; and much good may the Conceſſion do 

ou. | 
: Euſeb. Eudoxus ! Will you enter into the Treaty? It 
is better to compound @ Pamiable, than by Force. 

Eudox. That is, unleſs I fairly confeſs,” it is doubtful 
at leaſt, whether all Religions are ſaving ; you will 
compel me by dint of Argument. ? 

Euſeb. Right; and pray put me not to the Labour of 
proving a Truth that diſcovers itſelf, and even glares 
upon the Underſtanding. | 
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Eudox. I know not what Impreſſion this Truth (as 
you are pleaſed to call it) makes on your Organ, me- 
thinks, it affects not mine; and I am perſuaded that a 
Man of moderate Parts may prove ad Evidentiam, that 
all Religions are ſaving 5 but I willingly decline that 
Taſk, not to prejudice the Subject; yet I will venture 
to propoſe one Argument, that offers itſelf to every 
Man, and may be comprehended by a Child, though 
not evaded by a vine. | 

Euſeb. Such Arguments deſerve Reſpect, and it is pity 
to: bury them in Silence and Oblivion. | 

Eudox. Raillery apart: What can God require of 
Man, but Worſhip, Love, and Obedience ? 

Euſeb. Nothing. 

Eudox. I ware ei whatever Religion a Man profeſſes; 
if he worſhips God as his Creator ; if he loves him as 
his Father, and obeys him as a Sovereign; does he not 
diſcharge himſelf of thoſe Duties God's Excellence de- 
mands, and his Dependency ? Does he not comply 
with all the Branches of Subjection? Does he not ſtand 
within the Bounds of Submiſſion? Now, what Religion 
does not teach its Proſelytes to proſtrate before God's 
Majeſty ? to love his Goodneſs ? to dread his. Juſtice ? 
and to receive his Laws with Reverence ? Indeed the 
Manner of Worſhip is not uniform ; it varies with the 
Climate, and is adapted to Mens Conftitutions. Pre- 
ſbyterianiſm jumps with a Republican Genius; and for 
this Reaſon was moft nicely eſtabliſhed in Scotland. 
The Laws fence Prelacy in England. Popery bears all 
before it in France, Spain, and Italy. The Alcoran be- 
witches the Levant. Amida and Naca, Japan. The 


Laflanders bow to the red Cloth, and fome Manders to 


a Baboon's Tooth : Yet theſe different Worſhips meet 
in the ſame Center, and terminate in one God ble 
for ever. I have not ſprung this Divinity; I owe it to 
a late reverend Biſhop, who maintained it with Ap- 
plauſe againſt his Popiſh Adverſaries ; the ancient Pa- 
= neither adored Stocks nor Stones, but the inwirci- 
le, living God, under the Shapes of Mars, Apollo, and 
Jupiter Opt. Max. 2 . 


ie 
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If therefore Men of all Perſuaſions worſhip God, why 
ſhall they forfeit all Right to his Mercy ? Why ſhall 
loyal Subjects be confounded with Mutineers ? Or ſuf- 
fer for Treaſon they never dreamed cf? If they do not 
agree in Ceremonies, they do in the Subſtance ; Tho! 
ſometimes their Bodies bend before an Idol, their 
Hearts fall a Sacrifice to their Creator; and whilſt 
their Intention goes right, their Actions cannot go 
wrong. | | ? 

Eujeb. Air your Demonſtration, Eudoxus, it ſmells 


of Brimſtone, and rather proves the Author, will be 


damned, than that all Religions are ſaving. Methinks, 
it has fo black, ſo monſtrous.an Aſpect, that it rather 
trights than convinces: A Man muft be below the 
Standard of human Nature; he muſt have ſomething 
of ſavage, and deviliſh too in his Compoſition, to bolt 
out ſuch killing Doctrine in cold Blood. Pardon my 
Heat, I am not Maſter of my Reſentments in ſo pro- 
voking Occaſions; and when can Paſſion be innocent, 
but in ſuch an extraordinary Circumſtance ? But pray, 
can God reveal. a Religion? 

Eudox. Doubtleſs he can. * <4 

Euſeb. If therefore ke reveals one, and commands all 
Men to embrace it under Pain of Damnation; I ſup- 
poſe the Precept is obligatory in England, without the 
Conſent of the great Repreſentatives, the Lords and 
Commons in Parliament. | | 

Eudox. Ves, certainly: God's Power goes higher than 
the negative Votes; his Will alone is a Law, without 
the Concurrence of either Houſe. . 

Euſeb, If therefore he has revealed a Religion, and 
commands all to embrace it, under Pain of Damnation; 
what will become of your Demonſtration? + . 

Eudox. Why faith, like a diſabled Soldier, it ſhall 
trudge to Che//ea, and take up with the IÞrwalids ; for 
Arguments that have received. on Duty Scars, deſerve 
Conſideration as well as Soldiers. Prove he has re- 
vealed one, and.I am yours. FER 

Zuſeb. Expect not a general Muſter of thoſe Argu- 
ments Chriſtian Divines draw into the Field againſt Infi- 
dels: This is a Taſk above my Force, and requires much 

| | Appli- 
x | 
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Application: Nor does our Controverſy require it; for 
preſent Buſineſs is not to convince you, that Chriſtia- 
nity is evidently true, or evidently credible ; but only, 
that it is probable, at leaſt, God has revealed it, and com- 
mands all Nations to embrace it. If I can diſcharge my- 
ſelf of this Attempt with Succeſs, my Deſign is at an End. 

Well, Sir, there are Chriſtians in the World ; and if 
we walk back into paſt Ages, we ſhall find that Jzsvs 
CHR1sT was their Founder: This is a Truth that ad- 
mits of no Debate; it cannot be queſtioned by thoſe 
that act like Men, and yield to Evidence. This Jz=svs 
was born in a Stable, and paſt thirty Years in Poverty 
and Obſcurity. Then he began to preach, and con- 
firmed his Doctrine with Prodigies ; he gave Health to 
the Sick, Light to the Blind, and even Life to the 
Dead. At laſt, he died by Man's Malice, and revived 
the third Day by his own Power. He ſent twelve Fiſh- 
ermen to ſubdue the World to the Law of the Goſpel ; 
they obeyed his Command ; Succeſs waited on their 
Labour, and crown'd their Endeavours : So that in 
ſome Years the Chriſtian Religion ſpread its Conqueſt | 
beyond the Bounds of the Roman Empire. Prejudice, 
Libertiniſm and Atheiſm, conſpired its Ruin : Philoſo- 

hers oppoſed Arguments, Emperors Torments, and 

ibertines the omnipotent Attractives of Senſuality : 
Yet Chriſtianity broke through the Violence of the Op- 
poſitions, it multiplied by Diſputes, and increaſed by 
Perſecution. Ten Millions of Martyrs loſt their Lives 
in the Quarrel : They demonſtrated the Truth of their 
Creed, by the Conſtancy of their invincible Valour ; 
and though they ſunk under the Exceſs of Torments, 
they overcame; nay, oftentimes by the Force of Mi- 
racles they turned the very Executioners into Confeſ. 
ſors, and the Tyrants into Martyrs. In fine, Chriſtian 
Re'igion has always appeared holy, always victorious, 
always attacked by the [mpious, and always triumphant 
over Impiety. 

Now, if we confider the Means Chriſt m:de uſe of to 
raiſe this Empire over the Hearts and Conſciences of 
Men, we ſhall find them diametrically oppoſite to all 
the Rules of human Policy; and bad not this great 


Deiign 
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Deſign been firſt laid, and then carried on by God him- 
ſelf, it muſt have proved an abortive Embryon; i. e. an 
Attempt contrived without Prudence, and followed by 
Diſappointment. 

Fir/t, The Articles to be believed were extraordina- 


ry, and rather ſeemed to revolt the Underſtanding, than 


to deſerve Credit. A God; One in Eſſence, and Three 
in Perſons, appeared a Paradox in the Poſition ; and 
God made Man a Blaſphemy to the Jews, and a Folly 
to the Gentiles, Though the Reſurrection of the Dead 
might be good News to the Virtuous, yet it could meet 
with no kind Reception from the Vicious; it was more 
capable to inflame their Anger, than to work upon 
their Belief, and to make them Enemies, than Abet- 
tors. 

Secondly, The Precepts of Morality croſs more on 
Senſe, than the Cradenda ſeem to claſh with Reaſon : 
They bridle the Sallies of corrupt Nature, and not only 
put a Reſtraint upon our Actions, but even on our De- 
ſires: They regulate every Motion, and bind up every 
Appetite to its good Behaviour: They inculcate no- 
thing but Mortificatien, - Perſecution, and Self- abnega- 
tion in this World, and reſerve Pleaſures for the fu- 
ture. They brought into the World a new Sy ſtem of 
Morality ; they condemned theſe Vices which Senſuality 
had deified, and canoniged thoſe Virtues that were per- 
ſecuted by ſome, unknown to others, and condemned 
by all. Nature indeed bids; us love our Friends, but 
Chriſt commands us to ſtretch our Affections to our 
Enemies: We- muſt return Favours for Injuries, Kind- 
neſs for Hatred, and revenge Affronts with Pardon: 
We mutt place our Wealth in Poverty, our Glory in 
Ignominy, and our Ambition in the Conqueſt of Hea- 
ven. Such mortifying Doctrine in all Probability was 
more likely to ſcare People from Chriſtianity, than to 
draw them to it; and no doubt, as Gamaliel ſaid, it 
had began and ended at the ſame Time; its Riſe 
and its Fall would have had but one Epoque, had not 
God by the divine Influence of his Grace conquered 
the rebellious Hearts of Men, whilſt the Apoſtles ſet 


upon their Underſtanding with the F unn. 
1 429 a A- 
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Miracles. That Mahometaniſm ſhould dilate itſelf to a 
prodigious Extent, is not ſtrange; it attacks Men oni 
their weak Side; its Maxims fawn on Nature, and flat- 


ter Senſuality ; it permits Crimes, and promiſes Impu- 


nity; and yet it was propagated by the Sword, and 
preſſed on Mankind by Fire and Devaſtation. It went 
no farther than the Barbarians Conqueſt : And the Le- 


| want, with part of the Indies, were Slaves before they 

became Mahometans : But the Increaſe of Chriſtianity is 

| owing neither to Armies, nor Battles; it overcame the 

World by ſuffering Humility and Perſecution ; and God 

made uſe of poor, ignorant, and weak Men, for the, 

| accompliſhing this great Deſign, that his Power might 
* the greater. 


ow, that what I have told you is true, what Surety 
do you require ? To bid me ſhew you theſe Matters of 
Fact is childiſh ; to call for a mathematical Demonſtra- 


| tion is ridiculous; and both impoſſible. We cannot be 


aſſured of Things paſt, but by oral or written Tradi- 


tion; both which ſtand for me. I can bring you A- 


vouchers of all Ages, and of all Countries : Some writ, 
what they ſaw, and ſealed their Writing with- their 
Blood; others have handed down to Poeſterity what 


| they received from their Predeceſſors. In a Word, a 


Man that will not believe Facts contained in my ſhort 


Account, by the ſame Rule muſt believe nothing. But 
to wave further Diſpute, and not to enter into the vaſt 
Ocean of this Controverſy ; I will only defire you to 


grant, that it is probable Chriſtian Religion was re- 
vealed by God. | 
Eudex. Well, I grant your Requeſt, but then we ſhall 


be juſt where we were; for ſtill half your Taſk will re 


main undone: For — God has revealed this Reli- 
gion, by what Logic will you infer, that he commands 
all Men to embrace it ? | 


Euch. T thank you for minding me of my Duty, and 
I will diſcharge myſelf of it in a Moment. Firſt, 


Chrift bids his Apoſtles promulge his Law to all Na- 


tions: Then he ſays, that thoſe who are baptized and 


believe, ſhall be ſaved; but thoſe who will not be- 
lieve, ſhall be condemned; that he will laugh at 
oſe 


284 The GENTLEMAN Inflrufted. 


thoſe before the Angels, who ſhall bluſh to confeſs his 
Name on Earth : In fine, his Apoſtle tells us, we can 
be ſaved in no other Name but that of Fe/us Chrif,, 
Theſe Paſſages prove my Theſis, without the Trouble of 
Inference ; they are plain without Gloſs or Comment. 

Eudox. Right, if you can aſſure me the Places you 
quote are Canonical, id eft, either delivered by Chriſt, or 
at his Command, by his Apoſtles. 

Euſeb. Why, Sir, you can no more queſtion the 
Places I cite, than the very Exiſtence of Chriſt, and of 
his Apoſtles; for they ſtand on the ſame Bottom: Tra- 
dition, that eſtabliſhes the one, confirms the other. 

Eudox. Well, well, go on. 

Euſeb. Thus much therefore I have gained; ttis 
doubtful whether there be a God or no; tis doubtful whe- 
ther 1 Religion be not the only ſaving Religion in the 
Werld. 

Theom. You have ; pray make your Advantage. 

Euſeb. I will, Sir; and hope to improve my Advan- 
tage ſo far, as to demonftrate that Atheiſts and Latitu- 
dinarians ſeem to loſe their Reaſon the firſt Moment 
they abuſe it; and that, tho' they pretend to ſquare their 
Belief and Conduct by the Rules of the moſt refined Pru- 
denee, they fail moſt wretched!y in the Execution. 

Theom. I perceive, Eudoxus, we muſt preſently away 
Bethlem ; it will not be amiſs to lay in Proviſions before- 
hand. But, Eu/ebi:-s, you have much Buſineſs on your 
Hands, and before that be diſpatched your Head may 
be in ſome Diſorder alſo: To your Taft, if you pleaſe. 


_ \ 


** 
tt 2 


— 


DT LOGUE V. 


Ht being ſuppeſed diulitſul whether there be a God, or 
; whether all Religions are ſaving, the Atheiſts and La- 
titudinarians ea poſe themſelves to extreme Hazard. 


Zuſeb. WE are agreed at preſent, Theomachus, that 
* both theſe Propoſitions are uncertain : 
There is a God; There is uo God; and you, Eudoxus, are 
| on 
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on the ſame Terms with me concerning theſe two. Au 
Religion is ſaving. The Chriſtian Religion only is ſaving : 
If therefore it be true there is a God; it is certainly falſe 
there is no God : But then if it be true there is no God; by 
the ſame Rule 'tis falſe there is a God. Again, if it be 
true all Religions are ſaving ; then tis falſe the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion only is ſaving : But if it be true the Chriftian Religion 
alone is ſaving ; then it is alſo falſe all Religions are ſaving : 
For God who can do all Things, diſowns the Power of 

lacing Truth in both 2 2 of a Contradiction. 
Now Gentlemen, I enter upon my Proof. 

When two uncertain Opinions lie before me, I am 
obliged by all the Laws of Prudence, to chuſe that 
which cannot prejudice me much, though it chance to 
be falſe, and will turn to my Advantage if it happen to 
be true ; and on the contrary, it is an infallible Symp. 
tom of a crazy Judgment, to cloſe with that, —_ 
though true, promiſes an inconſiderable Gain, and 
threatens me with Ruin and Deſtruction, if falſe. This 
may be laid down as a Poſtulatum for Practice, and is 
no leſs evident, than any Axiom in Mathematics is for 
Theory. By this Compaſs the wiſe Stateſman ſteers 
his Courſe; by this Card the thriving Merchant fails, 
and the cunning Gameſter models his Play by this in- 
fallible Maxim. A wiſe Prince, before he engages in 
an Expedition, draws up the whole Proſpect of Gain, 
in caſe Succeſs 'crowns his Enterprize; and that of 
Loſs, in Caſe it end in Diſappointment and Miſcar- 
riage : He weighs his Hopes with his Fears; the Ha- 
zard of loſing, with the Probability of gaining; and 
will never embark himſelf in an Enterprize hand-over- 
head : When he knows, though Succeſs follows his 
Standard, he ſhall only maſter an inconſiderable Vil- 
lage, or a contemptible Town ; but if it flies over to 
his Enemies, his whole Kingdom will be the Reward 
of their Victory, and the Price of his Defeat. On the 
other Side, if a Prince falls upon his Neighbour, at 
leaſt with equal Forces, and knows, if Fortune favours 
his Arms, he ſhall ſubdue a Kingdom ; and though it 
frowns he can only loſe an abandoned Bourg, and per- 
chance not even that. In this Caſe, tho' he be diſap- 
pointed of Succeſs, he carries off the Title of =_ 

| an 
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and Prudent: He played his Game well, though he lof 
the Sett ; and every Man muſt be ſo juſt to his Merit, 
as to confeſs his Venture was prudent, though not ſuc. 
ceſsful. 

A Merchant manages with Prudence and Caution his 
 Aﬀairs, when he has brought the whole Myſtery of 
Trading to ſuch a Point, that his Gain may be ex. 
ceſſive, and his Loſs cannot be confiderable : But 
ſhould a Man of Traffic and Commerce put twenty 
thouſand Pounds a-board a leaky Veſſel, and ſend it 
to the Indies, through as many Dangers as there arc 
Shelves in the Sea, or Winds in the Compaſs, with the 
bare Hopes of gaining Six-pence ; would not you, and 
all the World, poſt him up Er a Madman? Would you 
not think him fitter to lie in Bethlem, than to walk on 
the Exchange ? ; 

Theom. Yes, ſurely, I would judge him very rich, or 
ſuperlatively fooliſh ; and would duck and drake away 
my Money, rather than confide it to his keeping. 
Euſeb. Should a Man lay me ten to one at Croſs or 
Pile, I ſuppoſe you would call 'me wiſe if I took the 
'Bett ? But then, if I ſhould turn the Tables, and ſtake 
a Million againſt a Farthing, would you not brand me 
with Folly and Extravagance ? Would you not con- 
clude, that either I knew not the true Value of Mo- 
"ney, or thought it a Burthen ? For, at this Rate, ! 
ſhould drain 'a Treaſure in a Moment, greater than 
that of Pore/f, and turn Bankrupt in ſpite of good 
Luck itſelf. 

Theom. You can run out in Poſitions that are undoubt- 
edly true: Pray wheel about to the Application; me- 
thinks you ſhoot at random. 
| afl. I am for you preſently : When tavo Propoſition: 
are uncertain, by the Rules of Prudence you ought to chuſe 
that which cannot prejudice you, though it chance to be falſe, 
and will infallibly turn to your Advantage, if it prove true. 
On the contrary, *Tis an extreme Piece of Folly to regulate 
Jour Conduct by that Opinion which will lead you into Ruin 
and Deſtruction, if falſe ; and cannot better your Fortune, 
or improve your Intereſt, though true. Now, thoſe Propo- 
ſitions are ſuppoſed by us uncertain ; There is 4 — ; 
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There is no Gd; All Religions are ſaving; Only the Chri- 
ftian Religion is ſaving - You are therefore both obliged 
in Prudence to embrace thoſe Opinions which will 
prove highly advantageous to you, if true; and will 
bring no 75 if falſe. 

Theom. We ſubſcribe to your Concluſion, 

Euſeb. But you embrace thoſe Opinions, which, if 
falſe, hurry you into eternal Miſery ; and, if true, are 
not able to advantage. your Happineſs : What then re- 
mains but this Conſequence,” That you both forſake 
thoſe glorious Rules of Prudence and Reaſon: ſo much 
extolled by Atheiſts and Latitudinarians, and never re- 

| garded when they act by their own Principles? 
| Theom. Ho, Sir! You have been poring on Monſieur 
| Paſcal; at leaſt you are not, I am ſure, of the Society ; 
for thoſe good Fathers will not ſtoop ſo low as to take 
up Arguments at ſecond Hand, or to uſe Weapons 
beaten on that Gentleman's Anvil. 
Euſeb. Under Favour, Arguments are not like Cloaths, 


| the worſe for uſing: Nay, methinks a Proof that has 
been on frequent Service, is like thoſe veteran Soldiers, 
who neither ſtart at the Noiſe of Muſkets, nor the Re- 


port of Cannons. Sir, let us not wake Monſieur Pa. 
cal, he ſleeps quietly in his Grave; and if he has laid 
Crimes at the Jeſuits Door they were not guilty of, 
1 he has long fince cried Peccavi; he has anſwered for 


R his Letters at God's Tribunal, and either receives Hell 


for the Puniſhment, or Heaven for the Reward of his 

| Tabours. Though ſome have queſtioned his Charity, 
. no Man ever doubted of his Wit; and I am pretty 
. well convinced he preſſed the Atheiſt more home with 

* this Argument, than he pinched the Jeſuits with his 
| Dialogues. However, let us ſtep ſoftly over him; the 
Gentlemen of Port-Royal are good Friends, but dan- 
„ gerous Enemies; and if you attack one, you draw the 
y whole Fraternity upon you. | 


Theom. Well, Sir, I deny, though this Propoſition be 
falſe, There is no Cod, I can receive any Diſadvantage. 

Eudox. And Jam of the ſame Opinion; though this 
happen to be falſe, all Religions are ſaving. 
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Euſeb. Let us then, for the preſent, ſuppoſe this Pro. 
poſition is falſe, there is no Gd; therefore this is true, 
there is a God : Now if there be a God, he is juſt, 

Theom. He is. 

Euſeb. Therefore he muſt, and will puniſh thoſe who 
tranſgreſs his Law, and queſtion his Authority : For he 


acts no leſs againſt the Laws of Juſtice, who winks at 


Crimes, than he who martyrs Innocence: This we call 
Tyranny and Oppreſſion, that criminal Indulgence and 
Partiality ; both claſh with Juſtice ; the one exceeds a 
Mean, the other falls ſhort of it: Now God cannot act 
with Juſtice, unleſs the Puniſhment bears ſome Propor- 
tion with the Offence. Seeing therefore there is an in- 
finite Diſtance between the Offender and the Perſon of- 
fended, the Puniſhment muſt be in ſome ſort infinite; 
but it cannot be infinite in Intention, therefore it muſt 
be in Extenſion, or Continuance. | 
Beſides, the Lives of the moſt refined Debauchees 
run on in a never-interrupted Series of Proſperity ; they 


neither groan under the Pangs of Sickneſs, nor the 


Throws of Poverty; they enjoy the Bleſſing of Health, 
and wallow in Abundance ; their Undertakings, though 
laid with Folly, come off with Succeſs; and ſo they 
carry off Profit and Applauſe, though their Conduct 
deſerves Diſappointment and Contempt ; they fail on 


proſperouſly with all Winds; and if ſometimes they 


ſtick upon a Rock, they only 2 the Danger to 
et off with Pleaſure. Now ſeeing God is juſt, and 
* not drag out theſe Malefactors to Execution in this 
World, it is clear they will feel the Weight of his juſt 
Reſentment in the other, So that, Theomachus, if there 
be a God, you ſee what awaits you hereafter, Jultice, 
Revenge, 'Torments, and Miſery. | 
But then, if Chriſtian Religion be true, and the only 


ſaving Religion in the World, the Scene is ſhifted from 


bad tv worſe, from Horror to Amazement ; and you, 
Eudoxus, are in the ſame Misfortune with your Friend. 
Though the Light of Nature tells us God will crown 


his Friends in the next World, and chaſtiſe his Ene- 


mies, yet the Light of Nature cannot particularize ei- 
ther the Rewards or Puniſhments. This Arcanum we 


owe to Divine Revelation alone; and we have —_ 
utit- 
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ſufficient, at leaſt, to make it highly probable he has 
revealed it: And if it be true, that he has, the Atheiſt 
and Latitudinarian play Cro& and Pile at an exceſſive 
Diſadvantage ; they ſtake an Eternity of Happineſs, 
and another of Miſery, againſt a Bauble ; for they can- 
not loſe the firſt, without falling foul on the ſecond ; 
like accurſed Cain, they will be baniſhed from the Face 
of God, and carry on their Foreheads a perpetual Mark 
of his Vengeance, and their Reprobation : They will 
fry in Pitch and Flame, in Brimſtone, without Pity, 
without Compaſſion, and, what is worſe, without Term, 
without Annihilation; and can Fancy frame a greater 
Torment, than always to be barred of the Sight of 
God? And always to defire a Glimpſe of that infinite 
Beauty, than always to burn and rage with Devils, 
and always to deſpair of Releaſement? To theſe ſtrange 
Misfortunes do Atheiſts and Latitudinarians expoſe 
themſelves, i there be a God, and if Chriſtian Religion be 
the only ſaving Religion in the M. old: And, for aught you 
know, both may be true. | 

Theom. You follow your Adverſaries with ſo much 
Heat, that you wound yourſelf in the Purſuit; your 
very Arguments deftroy your Hypotheſis ; and whilſt you 
ſuphoſe there may be a God, you very learnedly de- 
monſtrate there is none. 

Fuſeb. You have a mind to ſport ; but Jeſts never 
improve into Arguments, nor can Ra liery grow up 
into Reaſon. 

Therm. Sir, you miſtake, I am not in a jeſting Hu- 
mour : Pray, if there be a God, is he not merciful ? 
£#«/eb. He is. | 

Theem. And if you ſuppoſe a God, and at the ſame 
Time prove that he is unjuſt, unmerciful, nay, ty- 
rannical and ſavage, do you not pull down with one 
Hand what you raite with the other? Does not your 
Proof fly in the Face ef your Poſition? You ſay, if 
there be a God, I ſhall feel the Weight of his exaſ- 
perated Anger for all Eternity: I ſhall glow in Pitch, 
and boil in Brimftone : What is this but to clap the 
moſt exorbitant Tyranny on Mercy itſelf? To blend 


Cruelty with Meckneſs? Barbarity with Juſtice? To 
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ſink infinite Mercy into Cruelty? And to turn God inte 


— 


a Chimera ? 

You may perchance ſcare poor Children, or filly Wo. 
men with your Puevedo's Vifrans of Hell, and fwell his 
Fancies into Divine Revelation; but Men are not ſo 
eaſily impoſed upon. I know if there be a God, he is 
merciful; and that it is not Mercy's Office to butcher, 
but to pardon. Beſides, you confeſs that God is the 
Model of all Perfection; that our Virtue is but a dark 
Beam of his: How then can he command us, as you 
ſay he does, to revenge Affronts with Favours? Te 
lay down our Lives for our Enemies, when he praſe- 
cutes his with Racks and Flames ? Either therefore there 
is no Hell, or no Mercy in God; and then there will 
be no God: Take which Part of the Dilemma you 
pleaſe, I ſhall be pretty ſecure againft future Contin- 
gencies. So that you ſee we Atheifts and Libertines 
walk on more even Ground than you imagine. 

Eujeb, I might return your own Argument upon you, 
and ſhew that you run his Mercy ſo high, that you quite 
diſeard his Juſtice : But I will wave this Advantage, 
and ſingle out your Reaſons, which rather amaze, 
than convince. You ſay God's Goodneſs hinders him 
from taking - any Cognizance of Crimes .in the next 
World ; therefore it is lawful to trample upon his 
Majeſty, to controul his Orders, and to fpurn at his 
Commands: He who ſo dotes on our Perſons, cannot 
revenge the Offences; therefore Blaſphemy, Murders, 
Adulteries, and all thoſe Crimes that outrage Nature, 
and put even Atheiſts to the Bluſh, are but indifferent 
Actions; they have no more Harm than what flows from 
Viſion, Prejudice, and Imagination; for were they 
Crimes, they would deſerve Puniſhment in the next 
World : Now Mercy ties -God's Hands, according to 
your new Syſtem, and abſolves the Criminal. Hence 
it follows, that ſeeing no Action deſerves Puniſhment, 


no Actions are Crimes; and by conſequence there is 


no Law, for every Crime is a Tranſgreſſion of the 
Law. This is a comfortable Doctrine for Whores 


and Rogues, and you deſerve a Penſion from Gaols and 
| | Baudy- 
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Baudy-houſes, Such Helps as theſe keep up the Trade, 
inrich the Hangman, and break down all the Barriers 
of Shame, to let into the World a Deluge of Lewd- 
neſs and Abominations, Thus whilſt you plead for 
God's Mercy, you ſolicit for Vice, and turn Advocate 
for Impiety. 

I grant God is good and merciful ; and we need no 
other Evidence to illuſtrate this Truth, but that you 
breathe and enjoy the common Bleſſing of Mankind: 
Had not God rather followed the mild Inclinations of 
his Mercy, than the more ſevere Laws of his Juſtice, 
Puniſhment had trod on the Heels of your Crimes ; 


he had tore you from your Debaucheries in flagranti, 


and left not a Moment between the Sin and your Dam- 
nation : But, Sir, he has forgone his Right, and taken 
more mild Methods; he has bore your Inſolence theſe 
many Years with Patience, and called you to Repen- 
tance, when he might have delivered you over to Puniſh- 
ment. No, I am told what bold Returns of Ingrati- 
tude you have made for this exceflive Kindneſs : You 
have more than once, in the very Face of the Sun, 
to the Scandal not only of Religion, but of Humanity, 
ſpit in the Face of this infinite Mercy : You have bur- 
leſqued his Goodneſs, and profanely denied he ever 
ſaw your Crimes, or hated 'em, becauſe he did not 
revenge them on the Spot, and put an End to your Life 
and Blaſphemies the fame Moment, Yet, after all 
theſe flaming Attempts againſt his Prerogative and Per- 
ſon, you not only live, but receive continual Favours 
from his Munificence ; he expects only a Peccavi to ſeal 
your Pardon, and to cancel your Offences : But if you 
will and to your abominable Principles, and droff upon 
his Menaces ; if you will puſh an Obſtinacy to the 
Grave, he will ſoften your hard Heart in Flames, and 
teach you, by a diſmal Experience, that he wants not 
Mercy, but that you do not deſerve to feel the Effects 
of ſo amiable an Attribute. 

In ſhort, God is good, becauſe. he created ſo vile a 
Creature as Man to fo high a Fortune; becauſe when 
our firſt Parent Adam CITE himſelf from _— 
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and engaged his whole Poſterity in open. Rebellion, he 


was pleaſed to aſſume our Nature, to expiate our Sins 
with his Blood, and to breathe into our Souls a new 
Life of Grace by his Death ; becauſe he ſets. a thou- 
ſand Wheels on work, te draw back Singers to Re- 
pentance, and generally gives them Time, and always 
Grace, to look into their irregular Conduct, and to de- 
teſt it: Theſe are undoubted Marks ef a moſt ſolid 


SGoodneſs; and by this Square God commands us to 


model our Behaviour towards our Enemies; and has 
laid before us ſo complete a Pattern, that we ſhall never 
be able to reach it. 

But then God has Regard to Juſtice, even when he 
ſeems to abandon himſelf totally to the Conduct of Mer. 
cy; for theſe Perfections which ſtand at the Helm of 
Government are never at Variance; their Advice 1s 
uniform, and both conſpire to baniſh Confuſion, and 
to eſtabliſh Order; for God's Mercy is nothing elſe but 
a ſincere Intention to procure a Creature good, ſo far 
only as Order will permit: Therefore, when a Crea- 
ture has diſturb'd this Order, God's Mercy purſues the 
Criminal, he offers him his Grace, and invites him a thou- 
ſand Times to re-eſtabliſh by Repentance the Order he 
had broken by his Diſobedience: And then, if he will 
not hearken to theſe kind Exhortations, Juſtice forces 
him to reſettle it by 'Torments ; for God, though he be 
Omnipotent, cannot permit Diſorder : He muſt either 
deſtroy it in Time, by forgiving Sins, or in Eternity by 
. them. In fine, Sir, Mercy governs in this 
World, but its Commiſſion extends not to the other; 
there Juſtice reigns alone, and either diſtributes Re- 
wards, or inflicts Puniſhment. Much Good therefore 
may your Dilemma do you: There is à God, and He © 
merciful: There is a God, and He is juſt, If that be a 
Perfection, ſo is this, nor are they incompatible : For 
though one Vice may jarr with another, Virtues are of 
a more peaceable Complexion, they live in Union, and 


can lodge in the ſame Breaſt. 


Theom. I don't deny but that Offences againſt the 


divine Majeſty may deſerve ſome Puniſhment ; ond I 
now 
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know that if there be a God, he has Power to chaſtiſe 
as well as to reward; but an eternal Puniſhment is very 
faſting, and looks more like an Act of Tyranny than 
Juſtice. I could allow well enough of a round Fit of 
the Gout or Stone; or let God puniſh my Crimes on 
my Cattle with Murrains, Plagues, and Mortality, I 
am contented : But an eternal Torment for one Efcape 
of Nature, for one Sally of Paſſion, can only proceed 
from Exceſs of Cruelty. | 

Euſeb. We ſhould live under a moſt happy Govern- 
ment, were all our Judges of your ſoft Diſpolition ; 
what merry Days ſhould we enjoy if Murderers were 
only pillory'd ? Sodomites whipt ? And Traytors con- 
ned to their Lodgings? Such ſevere Laws would no 
doubt diſarm Vice, kf {courage Villainy, and put all Roguery 
out of Countenance. But, Sir, tell me, would not 
fuch over-{train'd Mercy let looſe the whole Kennel of 
Abominations ? Would it not cut off all the Lines of 
Communication between Man and Man, and turn all 
into a Heap of Confuſton? Would not you judge thoſe 
more guilty who made ſuch Laws, than thoſe who broke 
them ? I am ſure you would call out for ſome Grains 
of Severity, and apply a more violent Remedy to cure 
the agonizing Government. Yet you are in an ill Hu- 
mour, becauſe God does not ſteer his Conduct by thoſe 
condeſcending Methods you condemn ; and if he did, 
you would as certainly arraign his Mercy, as now you 
unpeach his Juſtice. In a Word, Theomachus, as I 
told you above, there is an infinite Diſtance between God 
and Man ; therefore the Malice of every Sin is as Di- 
vines hold, in ſome ſort infinite; therefore it deſerves 
a Puniſhment in ſome ſort infinite. But it can be only 
infinite in Duration ; therefore every mortal Sin deſerves 
an eternal Puniſhment. How then dare you faſten on 
God Cruelty and Barbariſm, when he only proportions 
the Pain to the Offence. Sir, take my Advice: Tis 
more ſecure for you to repent, than to complain; *tis 
Madneſs to play with the ſupreme Being; Ingratitude 
to treat ill the beſt of Friends; Frenzy to provoke the 


ftrongeſt Enemy. 
O 3 Theom. 
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Theom. If I carry God's Mercy too high, you ſtretch 
his Juſtice beyond al! Proportion. What Equality can 
you diſcover between a momentary Offence, and a ne- 
ver-ending Pain ? Between a Malice that has ſome 
Bounds, and a Puniſhment that has none ? Methinks 
at leaſt an Age of Torments may expiate a Day of 
unlawful Pleaſure: But to rack and torture a ſhort. 
lived Frailty eternally, is to ſtrain Juſtice to the very 
Pitch of Cruelty. 

Euſeb. No doubt Juſtice always proportions the Puniſh- 
ment to the Offence ; but then this Proportion cannot 
conſiſt in an equal Duration of the Crime, and the 
Pain, I have known a Perjury that paſſed through a 
D—'s Teeth in a Moment, pillory'd a whole Hour: 
And I have ſeen the guilty Patient run the Gantlet 
from Mac gate to Jyburn. Yet though the Puniſhment 
was of a longer Continuance than the Oath ; who com- 
plain'd of Cruelty, but thoſe very Raſcals that de- 
ſerved the Correction? Does not Juſtice ſometimes 
take Criminals by the Ears? And make the Guilty 
compound for their Tranſgreſſions, with the Loſs of 
thoſe innocent Members, which ſeldom return to their 
Owners. Felons, Murderers, and Traytors, by the 
Law of Nations ſuffer Death, that is a Puniſhment in 
tome kind eternal: And if the Soul be mortal, as the 
Atheiſts contend, abſolutely ſo; becauſe it forces the 
Criminals into a State of Nothing, in which they muſt 
eternally remain. The Vote of Mankind runs there- 
fore againſt your Notion of Equity; and the Atheift's 
Idea of Juſtice is no more defenſible, than his Practice, 
Nay, Sir, if any Crime againſt a Prince or the Com- 
monwealth can juſtly deſerve Death; one againſt God 
as juſtly deſerves Hell eternally. 

For as on the one ſide, the Grandeur, Majeſty, and 
Perfections of God ſurpaſs infinitely thoſe of the greateſt 
and moft abſolute Monarch that ever breath'd: So on 


the other, cur Obligation to obey, reſpect, and love 


this auguſt Maſter, riſes with his Greatneſs. Therefore 
an Offence againſt God, exceeds that againſt a Prince, 


at leaſt zerminative in the ſame Proportion that the Per- 
fections 
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fections of the one excel the Baſeneſs of the other. 
Therefore as there can be no Compariſon between the 
Offences, there muſt be none between the Puniſhments. 
Now let the Puniſhment of a Crime againft God be 
never ſo great, if it be not eternal, there muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity be ſome Proportion between it and Death, the 
juſt Puniſhment of a Treaſon againſt the Perſon of a 
temporal Prince: Therefore no Puniſhment can equal 
an Offence againſt God, unleſs it be eternal, 
Theom. You ſuppoſe when we recreate Nature we erect 
a high Court of Fuftice, and commiſſion the Judge to 
arraign him: This is a Theological Speculation, No, 
no, we are ſo far from queſtioning his Authority, or 
impeaching his Majeſty, that we do not even think of 
him in our Debauches; we intend not to diſpleaſe 
him, but to pleaſe our Appetites, to regale our Senſes, 
and enjoy the Creature. 
ae. This is an excellent Plea for Thieves and Mur. 
derers; and, would it hold, the Government might 
ſhut up Neaugate, and pull down the Gallows: For 
few Highwaymen think of her Majeſty, or her Laws, 
while they murder and take Purſes on the Road, Let 
us. ſuppoſe one of thoſe Gentlemen on the Ladder, ha- 
ranguing thus the Spectators. Good People, I am 
brought to an untimely, and, what is worſe, to a mctt 
ſhameful End, againſt all the Laws of Juſtice, I was 
brought to the Bar for affronting her Majeſty : The 
Jury has found me guilty, and the Judge condemn'd 
me. Now I proteſt I never harbour'd an unbeſeeming 
Thought of her Majeſty. I have ſerved my Sovereign 
at the Expence of my Blood ; and was always ready 
to maintain her juſt Rights and Prerogatives with my 
Life and Fortune. I follow'd my Maſter to Szerkirk and 
Norwinde, and laſt ſome Fleſh and my Money in h:s 
Service, At my Return, I was put to my Shifts, and 
could meet with no Relief, but on the Highway. Here 
J providentially fell upon a preſent Supply; I truſt up 
a Brace of Lawyers, and caſed a ſolitary Parſon : But 
in all my Expeditions, I never dreamt of her Majeſty. 
How then could I affrent or offend her? What Rela- 
O 4 tion 


296 The GENTLEMAN Infiruded. 


tion is there between the Princeſs and the Subject, that 
an Injury offered one, muſt rebound on the other ? 
What think you? Would this loyal Speech reverſe the 
Sentence ? 

Theem. No; I think Mr. Sheriff would bid Jack- 

ketch do his Office. 
Eiuſeb. I am of your Opinion: But then has not this 
Knight of the King's Highway an Atheiſt's Plea ? He 
cries act guilty, good People ! Becauſe in the actual Tranſ- 
2 of the Queen's Laws, he never thought of her 

ajeſty ; and you plead for Impunity, becauſe, whilſt 
you outraged Nature, you never dreamt of God. Sir, 
God is abſolute Monarch of the Univerſe : He owes 
his Title to Sovercignty, neither to Birth nor Election: 
His Right is founded in his boundleſs Perfections. 
Thoſe Laws of Nature you tranſgreſs without Scruple, 
or Remorſe, are of his making, and to controul his 
Orders, is to affront his Perſon; ſo that though Sinners 
do not queſtion his Authority, at leaſt they deſpiſe it: 
Now for a vile Worm to contend with, and dare ſo 
ye ſo awful a Majeſty, is to overſhoot Inſolence it- 


Theom. Well; God's Juſtice, together with Devils, 
Flames, Parkneſs, and. Deſpair, would diſcompole 
me, Could I perſuade myſelf my Soul would re- 
vive my Body ; but alas, we enter into the World 
like Beaſts, and make as inglorious an Exit; our 
Bodies fall into Duſt, and our. Souls into nothing: 
Twenty Years hence I ſhall be what I was a thouſand 
Years ago, a mere an Ent, uncapable either of Pain or 
Pleaſure. . 

. Eujeb. This Evaſion chills my Blood. What can't 
you defend your Cauſe without drawing upon Na- 
ture? Nor prove you are no Fool, without confeſ- 
ſing —. a Beaſt? I could eaſily force you from 
this Retrenchment, by demonſtrating the Immortality 
of the Soul ; but I leave this Enterprize to a more con- 
venient Seaſon. In the mean time I only deſire to 
know whether you are ſure the Soul ends with the laſt 


Breath; without Certainty, you are juſt where you 
Was, 


2 P 3 


1 Y 
3; 
þ 


The GENTLEMAN Infirufted. 297 


was, expoſed to that miſerable State that reſpects 
Atheiſts, if there be a God. Tell me then, are yow 
ſure Mens Souls are mortal ? ? 

Theom, When I compare the Operations of Beaſts 
with thoſe of Men, methinks we ſtand on the ſame 
Level, yet a Vcice within tells me I am of a more 
noble Extraction: and this ſoft Whiſper peſters my 
Brain with Doubts, and my Heart with Fears. e 

Euſeb. Perchance therefore your Soul is immortal: 
Perchance there is a God, a Hell, and a Heaven : Per- 


chance Chriſtianity is the only ſaving Religion in the 


World. Now if theſe Things are real (and for aught 
you know they are) what will become of - Atheiſts, 
and Latitudinarians ? How nicely will they have ma- 
naged their Affairs, when they ſee themſelves ſtript of 


all Title to Heaven, and find an eternal Habitation pre- 


pared in Hell? Yon ſee what Hazard you run; and 
therefore I muſt conc!ude your Conduct is fooliſh, and 
mad to Frenzy, unleſs you can make good to Evi- 
dence, that if your Opinions prove true, you ſhall en- 
joy /2me Good, that counterpoiſes the eternal Loſs of Hea- 
ven, nay, and the exorbitant Tortures of Hell; for 
to riſk the Main without good Warrant and Caution, 
is Raſhneſs, and even Fury beyond Extravagance. I 
have laid open the juſt Subject of your Fears; Areas ms 
with a full Proſpect of your Hopes. 


r 


DIALOUE VI. 


The Advantage Atheiſts and Latitudinarians can er 
pect if there be no God, and if all Religions are 
ſaving, is not comparable to the Diſaduantage they 
fear, 4 there be a God, and iF one Religion 


alone be ſaving, 


Theom. © I R, you have aſſign'd me an eaſy Taſk, and I 
undertake it with Pleaſure; you have drawn 

up a frightful Bill of our Loſſes, if there be a Gad, and 
if one Religion only be ſaving: I will balance it with an- 
O 5 other 


7 
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other of our Gain, if we are in the Right; and then 
you'll confeſs our Aﬀairs are in a better Poſture than 
you imagine, and perchance than you wiſh : If we ven- 
ture much, we hope for more; the Harveſt balances 
our Labour and Expence : I know not through what 
Proſpective you view the Pleaſures of Life, methinks 
they preſent us a fine Proſpect; and in ſpite of the 
moſt ſevere Philoſophy, dart forth too melting Charms 
to be contemptible. No doubt Life is a great Bleſſing; 
*tis above Purchaſe, and cannot be over-rated ; but 
then Pleaſure alone raiſes its Value: Diveſt it of pleaſ- 
ing Senſations, and 'twill become a Burden. Were I 
{ure never to be pleaſed, I ſhould unwiſh myſelf, and 
bribe ſame Bravo to diſpatch me; I ſhould fall out 
with my £Exiflence, and long to return to my gquondam 
Nothing. ow valuable then is Pleaſure, that can ſet 
ſo vaſt a Price on ſo mean a Thing; and give it the firſt, 
Place in our Wiſhes, that would take up the laſt in our 
Defires? I know ill-natured Philoſophers, and viſionary 
Divines, have employ'd their Rhetoric to run down. 
Pleaſure, and to talk it out of Countenance. They 
have libelled it. theſe thouſand Years, and. attack'd it 
with Anxiliaries drawn from Doggerel and Invective;. 
yet it ſtands its Ground, and maintains its Poſt with 
Reputation. Time, that lays. open the Defects of other 
Things, has, it ſeems, diſcovered ſome Perfections in 
Pleaſure; for it is now courted more than ever: And 
this fair Helkn has more Gallants than that of Greece. 
It grows not cheap under Trial, but riſes under Uſe 
and Experiment; it: neither gluts, nor ſurfeits ; its 
Beauty is always in the Flower, and out of the Reach 
of Age. Cities have changed Places; Empires have 
ſunk under the Weight' of their own Greatneſs ; new 
Cuftoms have worn out the Memory of the old; but 
the Deſire of Pleaſure has never varied. This runs in 
all our Veins; we took it from our Fathers, and be- 
queath it to our Children; 'tis the prime End of Na- 
ture, and almeſt the ſole Object of Inclinatien. Now 
it ſeems ſtrange that all Men ſhould-dote on Deformity, 
and run into the Embracements of Nothing; that they 
ſhould prize above all Things, What is below Moy 
| an 
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and fo turn Fools or Madmen for Company. Yeu will 
perchance tell me, that I am miſtaken in my Calcula- 
tion, and marſhal up a Brigade of Anchorites to con- 
fute my Arithmetic. Theſs Men, you'll fay, made 
war upon Pleaſure: They taſted and diſciplined them- 
ſelves into a Loathing of it; and ſometimes mured up 
a Senſe to fortify the Avenues againſt ſ@ vile and ſo 
treacherous an Enemy. Theſe Men therefore, who thus. 
perſecuted Pleaſure, were neither fond of its Charms, 
nor well convinced of its Excellence. 

© But, according to the Proverb, One Swallow makes 
not a Summer: your rare Example of Abſtinence and 
Mortification cannot weaken: my univerſal Induction: 
They leave it in its intire Force, nay, they ſtrengthen 
it ; for you gaze on ſuch Men as Miracles, and propoſe 
them to the World, rather to be admired than imitated : 
Nay, they purſued Pleaſure whilft they renounced it; 
and fo only ſhov'd it away with one Hand, and drew it 
to them with the other: For as there is oftentimes a ſe- 
cret Pride even in Humility, ſo is there a Pleaſure in 
Self-denial. And all that you can prove by theſe Ex- 
amples is, that Mens Palates have different Contextures ; 


and what tickles gently ſome, ==! —_ _ In 
neſs of Pleaſure, is to 


a Word, to queſtion the Goo 
deny Experiment, and contradict Demonſtration. 

Thus, Sir, you ſee if Atheiſts hazard ſomething, 
they hope for more: Pleaſure, Satisfaction, and a 
moſt happy Life, balance all thoſe Miſeries whicle 
may befal us after Death. For my Part, I cannot think 
that the fondeſt Imagination can overflouriſh, or even. 
paint to the Life, the Happineſs of thoſe who never 
check Nature, but give her the Reins, and follow 
blindly her Directions. They can regale Ambition, 
feaſt Revenge, and treat Senſuality with Splendour: 
Theſe odd Notions of Good and Evil fume into the 
Head; they raiſe Damps on the Conſeience, and daſh 
Delights with Gall and Wormwood. If we muſt pen 
ap our Appetites, and confine them to Limits, x 
Content. For in reality we properly enjoy nothing, 
when we refuſe our Paſſions any thing. But when we 
follow the Bent of Nature, and ſwim down the Current 
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of Inclination, *tis then we poſſeſs a Bliſs equal to your 
ſo much talk'd of Heaven ; but with this enly Dif- 
ference, that it wants Immortality. Now, Eu/ebias, 
where is our Folly ? If our Opinions are falſe, tis ſure 
we ſhall be undone hereafter : But then, if they prove 
true, our Happineſs will be greater than our Miſery 
can be, though they prove falſe : For if we ſide with 
the Belief of a God, and of Chriſtian Religion, and 
hve up to the Rigour of thoſe Beliefs, — our- 
ſelves of all the Pleaſures of Life, nay, and turn it into 
a Torture. Now Miſeries in the Hand pinch more 
than Miſeries in Reverſion. 

Eudox. Theomachus, you have forgot the topping 
Branch of our Privilege: If we believe a God, _ the 
Myſteries of Chriſtianity, we muſt enſlave Reaſon, and 
regulate our Opinions by the Rules of Revelation: We 
muſt both ſhackle and hoodwink our Underſtanding, 
and ftretch 'em on the Rack, to force 'em to deny firſt 
Principles. But when we at by our Maxims, we 
breathe a more open and free Air: We can toſs our 
Aſſent from one Side of the Contradiction to the other; 
and believe To-day what we ſhall diſbelieve To-mor- 
row. Now this intelleQual Freedem is of a finer Na- 
ture than any Pleaſure of the Senſe; 'tis an Appendix 
of Beatitude, and a Prerogative of the Deity. Add 
this, Eusebius, to what Theomachus has already produced, 
and you will have little Reaſon to lay at our Door Foily 
and Raſhneſs. 

Euſeb. I cannot well determine, Theomachus, whether 
your Speech deſerves an Anſwer, or canes : Such. 
daring Impieties ſurpriſe me. The Practice of Lewd- 
neſs and Senſuality is both ſhameful and ſcandalous :. 
But to turn .Advocate for Brutality, to canonize De- 
baucheries, and idolize Murders, Thefts, and Adul- 
teries, is to throw down the Incloſures that ſeparate 
Men from Beaſts, to clap Reaſon in the Dungeon, 
and Senſe on the Throne. 

Had Bulls, Boars, and Goats the Power to — 
in our Days, as in thoſe of Eſap, they would have diſ- 
played their Rhetoric on the ſame Subject; but I 
doubt whether they would have ſcrewed it up to youn 
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Pitch of Excellency: No, no; they would not have 
had Wit enough to crowd ſo many Follies, Blaſphe- 
mies, and Impieties in ſo ſmall a Compaſs, nor Im- 
12 to flouriſh on Lewdneſs in the Preſence of 

en. 

So long as we keep within the Bounds of Moderation 
and Law, Pleaſure may be tolerated; yet let unlawful 
Deſires appear never ſo charming, they are certainly 
contemptible, becauſe unwarrantable; and he who 
buys a Satisfaction, though never ſo glittering, at the 
Expence of Duty, is ſure to over-purchaſe : The out- 
ward Appearance of Things cannot be the true Stan- 
dard of their Value. Tinſel glitters no leſs than Gold, 
and a falſe Guinea often ſhines more than a true one. 
We muſt waſh off the Fucus, before we can frahe a 
right Judgment, or diſtinguiſh Sterling from counter- 
feit Coin. Pleaſures affect the Organ well enough, but 
then they grate upon Reaſon ; they always give us a 
troubleſome Farewel, and make room for Repentance. 
I am confident, Sir, that the Ghoſts of your paſt De- 
lights have ſometimes diſorder'd you more than the 
living Pleaſures diverted you; and you have wiſh'd 
undone in a Calm, what you did in a violent Tranſport 
of Paſſion. | 1 8 

A Man, as you ſay, who was ſure never to be 
pleaſed, would have no great Reaſon to be over-fond 
of his Being; for Pain and Suffering, without any 
Relation to another World, are very troubleſome Advan- 
tages: But then, who can be pleaſed, when nothing 
but Riot and Luxury deſerves no Exiſtence: He is a 
Shame to Nature, and a perfect Scandal to his Rind. 
| You would fain draw a Proof for the Excellence of 
Pleaſure from the Multitude of its Abettors : But you 
do not conſider, that you have choſen an untoward Me- 
dium ; for Judgments are not to be framed by Practice, 
but Reaſon. The Generality, you know, flick in the 
Surface of Things, and are ten times more bigotted 
with Appearance than Reality. Af the high-flown 
Debauchees, and they will confeſs their Judgments 
jar with their Conduct; they even condemn Wickeds 
neſs, whilſt they purſue it. 


But 


—— 
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But Pleaſure never gluts, never farfeits, Why then are 
ou always on the Change ? Why do you feaſt your 
afſtions with new Ragouſts, but to whet your Appetite 

with Variety, and to entertain it with freſh Appear- 
ances ? | | | | 

To ſay we are as eager in the Purſuit of Pleaſure - as 

our Forefathers were, poves only we carry about us the 
ſame Corruption ; that our Nature- bends to Ill, as 
theirs did ; and that we are all:Children of the ſame 
rebellious Parent. Their Judgments varied from their 
Practice, and ſo do ours. They ſought out Vaults to 
ſhade their Impieties, and buried their Abominations in 
Darkneſs and Privacy : And this is a ſhrewd Argument 
that they did not eſteem much thoſe Things they 
bluſh'd at. 

Believe it, Sir, I am able to bring more than D:wines 
and Anchorets, who have laſh'd unlawful Pleaſures, and 
burleſqued them. I could produce ſome of your own 
Tribe and Diſeipline, who deſerve Credit, becauſe they 
ſpeak upon Experience. I took a Turn the other Day 
to the Ning - Bench, to viſit a Friend; I found him in 
the Company of ſome other Gentlemen, who had taken 
up their Lodgings in that melancholy Retirement. 
Diſcontent ſat on their Faces ; every Poſture mark'd 
Impatience, and every Word both Repentance and 
Deſpair : They: had outlived their Eſtates, and (what 
was worſe) all Hopes of regaining em. T pitied their 
Misfortune ; but when I underſtood they had raffled em 
for Vine, and barter'd 'em for Mies, my Pity turn'd 
almoſt into Indignation : I thought with myſelf they 
deſerved no Eſtate, who knew lo if to manage one; but 
at leaſt, ſaid I, with a Smile, 9 had Pleaſures 
for your Money; and you feel even now this Satiſ- 
faction, that once you were happy. Quite contrary, 
faid they, our former Felicity preſſes harder upon us 
that our preſent: Miſery: And then they ran out into 
fuch Irwvefives againſt criminal Pleaſures, and rated 
Debauchery with ſuch a Pathos and Energy, that I eaſily 
law they ſpoke from the Heart, and declaimed. in 
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F believe thoſe Gentlemen who lie under the Sur- 
geon's Hands, who are tied up to Faſting and Mer- 
cury, and drivle out in a Stove the Relicks of your in- 
comparable Pleaſures, are much of the Coop'd-up Squire's 
Mind : For though the Vintners and Harlots have not 
invaded their Purſes, nor Luxury like a Whirl-pool 
ſwallowed their Lands, yet Diſeaſes have overſet 
Health, and almoſt ſunk their Bodies into- the Grave. 
But I have follow'd you too far, tis time to leave you; 
only I will add, that I cannot eſteem that great, which 
makes me leſs, and tumbles me below my Level: Rea- 
ſon is a Prerogative, no Nuiſance ; and I am not diſ- 
poſed to mortgage it for a Miſs, or Claret. 

For all your Boaſting, I fear A:hei/z cannot ſuppreſs 
thoſe odd Notions. of Good and Ewil; they alarm your 
Fears,. awake your Conſcience, and ſprinkle your De- 
lights with the unpalatable Ingredient of Pitch and Sul. 
hur ; but if they do not, it only follows that your 
nderſtanding is drown'd in Senſuality, that your Wit 
is ſunk into Frenzy,. and that you are ſtark mad with 
your Mahometical Happineſs. 

I confeſs, Eudoxus, that the Pleaſure of the Mind has 
ſome Value; it appears better-ſhap'd than that of 
Senſe ; it ſhines brighter, it's longer-liv'd ; and beſides, 
has nothing of Miſtineſs, or Brutality : But then I cannot 
conceive wh this Satisfaction mult be ſolely ingroſſed by 
Atheiſts — Latitudinarians: You ſay we muſt enſlave 


4 


our Underſtanding when we embrace Chriſtianity, and. 


regulate our Judgments by Divine Revelation : But pray 
is this ſuch an Outrage to. Reaſon,? Does not God know 
perfectly all Things. 
Eudox. He does. | 
f gow: Does not his Revelation agree with his Know- 
edge? 
2 It does; for certainly he cannot tell a Lye. 
Euſeb. Now God never commands us to believe any 
Myſtery, unleſs it be evidently credible he has reveal'd 
it ; from whence it follows, that Chriſtians are ſo far 
from hoedwinking, or forcing Reaſon, that Men can- 
not act more rationally ; for thus they proceed. Whats 


ever Cod reveals, is true: But God has revealed the Myſtery 
- 2 A 
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of the Trinity, therefore it is true, The firſt Propoſition 
is evident: The ſecond is evidently credible : For till 
the Revelation appear evidently credible, no Chriſtian 
lies under any Obligation of believing ; and when it 
comes up to ſuch an Evidence, no Man can diſbelieve it, 
without Imprudence. Tis true, the Myſtery remains 
in Darkneſs and Obſcurity : Though I believe that God 
is One and Three, yet I am ignorant of the Manner; 
nor am J obliged to know it; God has left that as a 
Subje& of Diſpute, to exerciſe our Wits, not our Faith. 
Gentlemen, you ſee when Accounts are adjuſted, you 
are not ſo much before-hand with the World as you 
imagined : But, to favour you more than I am obliged, 
let it be granted, that Pleaſures are ten times more va- 
luable than you pretend; at leaſt they cannot out-laſt 
Time, they move towards their Period, and can ac- 
eompany you no farther than the Grave; when once 
you have lain on that cold Bed, Pleaſures take wing, 
and diſappear; your Body is made over to the Worms, 
and (if there be a God) your Soul will be deliver- 
ed into the Hands of unmerciful Devils. Sir, tell 
me, would you accept of the Empire of the Uni- 
verſe, together with all the beſtial Paſtimes of Sarda- 
rapalus, or Heliogabalus, if you were ſure afterwards to 
be ftretched on Racks, to live on Stench, and to be 
regaled with Toads and Vipers for the Space of twenty 
Years ? | 
Team. No, ſurely. 


© Euſeb. Yet every Aticiſt, or Latitudinarian, cannot 


hope for Crowns or Scepters ; they cannot gratity their 
Senſuality with ſa high-ſeaſon'd Lewdnefs, as thoſe 


two wretched Princes; notwithſtanding (if there be a 


God) they muſt buy their minute SatisfaRion- neither 
with Tortures, nor 'Toads, nor the Torments of twenty 


Years, but of Eternity: If therefore you will not pur- 


chaſe a temporal Enjoyment with a temporal Punith- 

ment, why will you buy a temporal and fleeting Satiſ- 

faction with a Puniſhment that is eternal? 

Theom. Pain is a very lively Perception, it flaſhes 
upon the Organ with a vaſt Impetuoſity, and puts our 

whole Machine in Diſorder ; tis ſtronger than 1 4 
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ſare, and keeps it at a Diſtance, when we have it not, 
and turns it away when we have it: Hence I would not 
take twenty Years of Satisfaction, with a ſure Rever- 
fion of twenty Years of Pain; for this wall certainly 
more afflict Nature, than that can pleaſe it: But the 
Pains of Hell and Pleaſures of Heaven are wholly un- 
certain, and theſe of Atheiſts affured ; ſo that though 
thoſe Pains, compared preciſely with the Pleaſures, are 
infinitely greater, yet if you conſider thoſe in a State of 
Uncertainty, and theſe in a State of Certainty, we 
muſt give theſe the Precedence ; and this is conformable 
to that capital Maxim, Keep what is certain, and leave 
what is uncertain. Give me leave to frame this ſhort 
Syllogiſm : Ti Inprudence to part with what is certain, 
for what is uncertain ; but the Pleaſures of Heawen and Pains 
of Hell are uncertain, and thoſe of this World are certain ; 
therefore tis Imprudence to quit the Pleaſures of this Life out 
of Fear of falling into Hell, or out of Hope of flying into 
Heaven. 

Euſeb. The Force of your Diſcourſe is wound up in 
your Maxim, and the Syllogiſm is but a mere Deduction; 
ſo that if your Foundation be weak, the Superſtructure 
falls to the Ground : Now, Sir, I muſt tell you, your 
grand Principle is not univerſally true, and by conſe- 
quence unfit for the Poſt you have put it in; unleſs it 
be ſtrain'd, and uſed with Diſcretion, it proves nothing 
but Sophiſtry. | | 
For does not the Huſbandman cultivate and manure 
his Ground at the certain Expence of both his Eaſe and 
Money ? Yet his Grain is as uncertain as the Winds 
and Seaſons. Another takes up at the Temple; he 
ſinks his Purſe, and beats his Brain with plodding 
over Coke and Littleton ; he pores Night and Day upon 
the Code, and confounds himſelf with the Jn//itutions 
and Pande#s, and hopes to beat a Fortune out of his 
Labour and Expences ; yet though he certainly lays 
out his Money, and ſacrifices his Repoſe, he is not cer- 
tain to reach his Pretenſions ; his Expectation may be 
baulk'd, and after twenty Years he may be no farther 
advanced in the World, than he was the firſt Day he 
{et out. 
Our 
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Our Merchants put to Sea with a good Cargo, they 
purſue Profit into the Indie; the Danger of their Per- 


ſons is certain, they expoſe their Commodities to all 


the Caſualties of Wind and Weather, that lay before 
very ſafe in Magazines; the Gain is ill-aſſured: Do 
not then theſe Men confute your Maxims by Practice? 
And whoever indicted them of Imprudence, or tax'd 
em of Folly ? 

In fine, Sir, the whole Commerce of Life rouls upon 
this Principle, That oftentimes 'tis the Part of a pru- 
dent Man to quit what is certain, for what is uncertain ; 
and were it otherwiſe, there would be ſo little Buſineſs 
in the World, that Mankind might ſit croſs-arm'd, or 
fall together by the Ears to avoid Idleneſs : Mens Un- 
derſtandings would grow downward, their Courage 
would ſhrink up; Induſtry would turn off in Lethargy, 
and the whole World would fall back into its primi- 
tive Ignorance. 

Theom. 1 know the Principle comprehends a Latitude, 
and is not true without Reſtriction. 

Eyſeb. A little Patience, if you pleaſe z when I have 
convicted it of Error, you ſhall have time to argue 
why Sentence ſhould not paſs upon it. When the Good 
we hope is equal, or inconſiderably greater than 
what we hazard, it would be a Piece ot the higheſt 
Extravagance to expoſe what we 2 in Peace and 
Quiet, for that which is only equal, or inconſiderably 
greater, and withal very uncertain : If by the Loſs of 
the Certain, we chance to procure the Uncertain, we 
are bnt juſt where we were ; but if we fail in our Pur. 
ſuit, we ſhall not only fall ſhort of what we hoped for, 
but even of what we poſſeſſed: In this Caſe your Axiom 
may be allowed of, but then it ſupports not your Cauſe; 
for there is no Proportion between the moſt luſcious 
Pleaſures of Life, which you ſuppoſe certain, and thoſe 
of Heaven you ſuppoſe uncertain ; for thoſe are built 
on the tottering Foundation of Time, and in ſpite of 
Care, within the Space of ſome Years, muſt touch 
their fatal Period, and flaſh into nothing; whereas theſe 
are infinitely better qualified, they ſtand on a ſtable 
Bottom, they never wither, never die: So that though 
4 we 


oc - 
* 
e 


„ 


The GENTLEMAN Inflrufed. 307 


we conſider the Joys of Heaven in a State of Uncertain- 
ty, and thoſe of Time in a State of Certainty, thoſe 
mult prevail; becauſe the exorbitant Greatneſs of the 
Divine Joys of Heaven, accompanied with an eternal 
Duration, are more advantageous than all the trifling 
Satisfactions of Senſe, though ſtampt with the charming 
Attractives of Certainty and Poſſeſſion. 

For would any Man, who had any Grain of Pru- 
dence, accuſe me of Folly or Raſhneſs, if I ſhould 
venture a Penny upon a well-grounded Preſumption 
of gainining a Million? Would not you, and all the 
Merchants in the Nation, ſhare in the Venture ? Yet 
in this Caſe we ſhould quit the Certain for the Un- 
certain. Now, F there be @ God, if the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion be the only ſaving Communion in the World, and you 
live up to the Precepts of Reaſon and the Goſpel, 
after this Life you will enter upon the Poſſeſſion of a 
Bliſs that ſurpaſſes all the brutiſh and fond Enjoyments 
of Senſe, more than a Million exceeds a Penny ; for 
between theſe two Sums there is ſome Proportion, but 
all the Geometricians in Europe can never find a Medium 
Proportionale between what is temporal and eternal. 

Indeed, if you ſhould ſquare your Conduct by the ſe- 
vere Rules of Chriſtian Morality, and afterwards find 
no God to recompenſe your Virtue; or that you might 


have purchaſed an equal Glory, following the more con- 


deſcending Precepts of other Religions, you would be 
at ſome Loſs; i. e. you would have debarr'd yourſelf 
of ſome lewd Senſations to little Purpoſe : But this 
Diſappointment cannot be put in the Scale againſt 
thoſe vaſt Treaſures you might pretend to, if there were 
a God, and if only one Religion were ſaving. If there- 
fore he who ſhould refuſe to hazard a Penny on a moſt 
prudent Expectation of gaining a Million, would, in 
the Opinion of all Mankind, commit a Folly almoſt 
too extravagant for Bealam itſelf ; why ſhall we fear to 
brand Atheiſts and Latitudinarians with Frenzy and 
Madneſs, who prefer a paultry Content before a Plea- 
ſure that is eternal? Your grand Principle, Leawe not 
the Certain for the Uncertain, cannot relieve you, becauſe 
it has no Place in the preſent Diſpute ; for there is no 
Proportion between the Happineſs of the other uy 
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which you ſuppoſe uncertain, and the Pleaſure of this, 
you ſuppoſe certain; for no Arithmetic is able to mul- 
tiply Moments into Eternity. Now I anſwer your Syl- 
logiſm. | 

is Imprudence to part with what is certain, for what is 
uncertain ; but the Pleaſures of Heaven are. uncertain, and 
thoſe of Life are certain ; therefore 'tis Imprudence to quit the 
Pleaſures of this Life for thoſe of Heaven. 

- I diſtinguiſh the firſt Propoſition; 'Tis Imprudence to 
fart with what is certain, for what is uncertain. If what 
rs uncertain be. conſiderably greater: than dulat is certain, I 
deny it: Ait be only equal, or incon/iderably greater, I 
grant it. I tranſmit the ſecond Propofition, and deny 
the Conſequence: Pray take notice 1 do not grant the 
ſecond Propoſition ; for the firſt Part is only true in our 
preſent Suppoſition, and the ſecond is abſolutely falſe ; 
for thoſe Pleaſures you ſo much talk of, are as uncer- 
tain as any thing can be: So that though your famous 
Axiom were never ſo true, tis impertinent to the pre- 
_ Diſpute, ſeeing your Gain is as doubtful as your 


Theom. What, will you maintain our. Pleaſures are 
uncertain ? If you can make that out, I confeſs Affairs 
are in a worſe Poſture than I fanſied. 

Euſeb. I will maintain it, and demonſtrate it too. 
Your Pleaſure, Sir, conſiſts in the Satisfaction of Senſe : 
Now all ſuch Satisfaction is very expenſive ; Burgundy 
and Champaign Wines grow not at London, they mutt paſs 
the Seas ; and before they are fit for an Atheiſt's Pa- 
late, the Price runs high; you muſt give the Vintner 
leave to rate them at ſure; 'and thank him for his 
Favour, if he gives you a Bottle for an Arge/. Ragouſts 
are as coſtly ; Cooks will not toil for em, unleſs they 
be well paid; they value their Sweat as high as the 
Vintner.does his Champaign ; and you can rely no more 
on the Conſcience of the one, than of the other ; for 
neither is ſtrait-laced, and you muſt ſtand to their 
Mercy: If you caſt up your Accounts, you will find the 
Taverns and 1 have eaſed you of a round 
Income. Mies are farmed at a higher Rate; like the 
Monſter Behamoth, they drink whole Rivers; they ſwal- 
low Mines, and devour Lordſhips: You may rig = 2 
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frſt-rate Ship at leſs Expence than a Lady of Pleaſute; 
ſhe muſt appear at Hyde-park with a glittering Equipage, 
and ſhroud the Scandal of her Life under a Veil of 
Embroidery ; and what is worſe, ſhe preſently falls to 
Decay, and then the Bills of Reparation ſwell higher 
than thoſe ofs the very Building: Now if you let her 
lie out of Repair, you either tempt her Fidelity, or 
her Iil-nature, and then your Heaven may chance to 
fink into Hell; for if you refolve with Eagerneſs a 
Relief, you fend her a Blank, and encourage her La- 
' to draw up Conditions at Pleaſure, and to riſe 
upon you at the Diſcretion of Avarice. Vou ſee theſe 
Pleaſures are expenſive, and require a good Fund: 
Now, Sir, are all Atheiſts ſure of good Eſtates? Have 
they found out the Philoſopher's Stone; or have they 
Midas's Faculty, of turning whatever they touch into 
Gold ? I cannot think that Manors follow Religion, or 
that a beggarly Chriſtian can ſtart up a money'd Acheiſt. 
Pleaſures therefore are not over ſure to every Atheiſtical 
Preſelyte; unleſs you only admit Lords and Gentlemen 
into your Communion, and ſo compoſe your Church as 
the YVenetians do their Grand Senate of Nobles : But even 
in this Caſe yqur happy Life wants good Security; 
Eſtates, like Eels, often give us the Slip, and I have 
known ſome who began the World with three thouſand 
Pounds per Annum, end in an Hoſpital : Some forfeit their 
Fund for Loyalty, others for Rebellion ; ſome drink it 


away, others dice it; ſome wear it out by huſbanding 


it too well, and others by managing it too ill. The 
very Foundation therefore of your Pleaſures being fo 
precarious and uncertain, the Pleaſures themſelves can't 
be aflured. 

Secondly, Without Health the moſt exquiſite Pleaſures 
are dull and infipid ; they rather importune than pleaſe, 
and put ont Patience to the Trial, rather than divert our 
Senſes: The Harmony of a Lute, though touched by 
an Orpheus, will grate the Ear, if the Head be out of 
Tune; and a diſcompoſed Stomach receives the moſt 
delicious Ragouſts with Reluctancy and Convulſions: A 
Fit of the Cho/ic makes a Crown uneaſy, and turns all 
the Charms of Empire into Diſſatisfaction. _ — 
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Body is a Compound of Contraries, each Part claſhes 
with its Fellow, and like the Midianites, draws upon its 
next Companion : Heat plays upon Cold ; Dryneſs up- 
on Humility : Whilſt Victory is at a ſtand, our Pulſe 
beats even; but when it leans to one Side, tis Time 
to call for a Doctor: Beſides, theſe Hoſtilities are ated 
out of Sight; or, like Miners, ſkirmiſh under Ground; 
and ſo we cannot fend Relief to balance the Advantage 
which one may gain over the other: In fine, Sir, 
Health conſiſts in an equal Temper of capricious Hu- 
mours; in a good Intelligence of a thouſand Veins and 
Arteries; -and what can be more uncertain ? I never 
meditate on the Frame and Mechaniſm of Bodies, but 
I am rapt into Extaſies of Admiration, and wonder 
more we are one Day in Health, than that we ſhould 
<ontinually. groan under the Pangs of the moſt acute 
Diſeaſes : And if all Mens Health is uncertain, the 
Atheiſt's is much more; for their exceſſive Irregula- 
rities both haſten Infirmities, and inflame them; De- 
bauchery revenges its own Exceſſes upon our Bodies, 
and plunges them into a State of Langour and Weak- 
neſs : Health muſt jade, it cannot hold out, if we live 
too faſt, and are continually upon the Gallop : And 
thus you make what is uncertain, more uncertain; if 
you do not manage your Conſtitution, but proſtitute it, 
you throw it away before you have done living, nay, 
when it is moſt uſeful to your Deſign; and fo betra 
our Senſes, and conſpire againſt the Intereſt of Eaſe 
and Pleaſure. | 

galy. Life is the Foundation of all Happineſs, on this 
all our Hopes and Expectations of worldly Pleaſures are 
built; yet, this is a thouſand Degrees more uncertain, 
than the Exiſtence of a God : We know no more when 
we came into the World than the Child unborn, and 
know no more when we ſhall leave it. Our Stay depends 
on an hundred Circumſtances, and our Removal on as ma- 
ny Accidents, we are neither able to avoid, nor foreſee : 
An Enemy may poniard us into the other World, a 
Friend may careſs us thither ; Grief ſinks us into the 
Grave, and Joy overſets us: Nay, the Scratch of a 
Pin oftentimes baffles the Virtue of Drugs, and the 


Art of the Surgeon. The future is to come ; the paſt 
is 
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is flown away, and neither at our Diſpoſal; ſo that we 
are only Maſters of the preſent : Now Money, Health, 
and Life itſelf being ſo uncertain, ſo precarious, how 
can you perſuade yourſelf, that Pleaſure, your ſummum 
bonum, is aflured ? But if this be uncertain, Atheiſts and 
Latitudinarians are mad to Extravagance ; for then they 
chuſe a Pack of brutiſh, ſhort-lived, and uncertain 
Pleaſures, before thoſe cternal Joys of the other World, 
that are exceſſively beyond Thought, and long beyond 
Imagination: Now if a Man would act foolifhly, who 
ſhould chuſe a Crown that is uncertain, before a Mil- 
lion that is equally -uncertain ; with what "Terms can 
I expreſs your Frenzy, who rather lay hold on a thin, 
paultry, uncertain Pleaſure, than a Happineſs that is 
uncertain indeed, but withal eternal; eſpecially when 
you not only quit all Right ito this exorbitant Happi- 
neſs, but at the ſame time run up to the very Brink of 
Damnation? for thoſe who reject Heaven, % facto 
accept of Hell. We have waded deep enough into 


this Matter, I will now draw up a ſhort Scheme of 


the whole Diſcourſe, and then leave it to your Conſi- 
deration. 

To ſhew the Unreaſonableneſs of Atheiſm and Lati- 
tudinarianiſm, I have condeſcended to more than you 
durſt aſk, either in Juſtice or Equity, viz. That the 
Exiſtence of a God is doubtful ; as well as the Neceſ- 
ſity of profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion for Salvation: 
Before you can pretend to Evidence, you muſt turn 
common Senſe topſy turvy, and fly in the Face of Rea- 
ſon: I have ſtooped ſo low.as to grant theſe two Points 
doubtful, to diſplay the Weakneſs of your Pretenſions, 
and to demonſtrate, that Courteſy itſelf is not able to 
juſtify your Conduct. 

I ground my Diſcourſe on this Principle; when two 
'Opinions, both doubtful, both uncertain, do concur ; 
'tis a Folly to chuſe that which will ruin me, if falſe ; 
and cannot turn to my Advantage, though true : You 
have ſubſcribed, and indeed all Nature has put its 
Hand to'the Principle: Now, Gentlemen, if the Opi- 
nions you embrace prove falſe, you will be eternally 
caſt out of that happy Region of the Bleſſed, and — 2 

| nally 


— > — 


312 The GENTLEMAN Lſtructed. 


nally confined to the Pitch and Sulphur of the Repro. 
bate. Is it poſſible for a wretched Creature to loſe 
more on the one Side, or to ſuffer more on the other? 
Can any Man' be more unhappy than to. be baniſhed 
from his ſovereign Happineſs? Or more miſerable 
than to be ingulphed into a State of eternal Sufferings ? 
Is not he undone, who has turned Bankrupt not only 
of his Fortune, but even of his Hope ; and has nothing 
left but Torments, Rage, and Deſpair ? If your On1- 
nions chance to be true, what Advantage can you reap 
but petty Satisfactions of Senſe ; which rather ſurſeit 
than fatisfy, and ſtupify more than they delight? "They 
look big only at a diſtance, and nothing when they 
draw near; they are indeed Giants in our Fancy, and 
Pigmies in themſelves ; yet you chuſe theſe contemp- 
tible Pleaſures, that avail you little while you live, 
and nothing when you come to die; you leave thoſe 
which laſt eternally: Now has not ſuch a Choice all 
Characters of Folly ? 

Pray, Gentlemen, ſet ſome Moments afide for Re- 
flection: The Buſineſs is of Weight, and deſerves ſo- 
ber Thoughts. Had you two Souls, you might fend 
one into the next World to diſcover how Things go in 
that unknown Region; and if that ſhould periſh in the 
Enterprize, you would at leaſt have another in Reſerve : 
But alas, you have but one, and if that miſc:rry, you 
are loſt for ever: The firſt Moment that lays open 
your Misfortune; diſcovers the Inipoſſibility of retricv- 
lng it. 

hoon, Come, Erſelius, we have almoſt drained the 
Subject; let us change our Theme. You have ar- 
raigned my Choice, and in your Fancy convicted it of 
Folly and Extravagance ; I impeach you of the ſame 
Miſdemeanors: Pray ler us ſee if you can plead your 
own Cauſe with as much Art, as you have againſt mine, 

OG Don 
Nine 
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The END of the FIRST VOLUME. 
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